Declaration

S57 Ref: DB22/03

In accordance with Part IV, Section 57 (2} of the Local Government {Planning and Development) Act, 2000 {as amended).

Louth County Council:

This declaration specifies what works would, or would not, in the apinion of the planning authority materially affect the character
of the protected structure, or any element thereof, and, as a result, require planning permission. Under the Act, protection extends

to the entire structure including its interior and the land lying within its curtilage. It also extends to any other structures lying within

the curtilage of the protected structure, to their interiors and to all fixtures and features that form part of the interior or exterior of

any of these structures. Where specified in the Record of Protected Strudires, protection may also extend to any other feature

within the attendant grounds of the protected structure.

Nothing in this declaration exempts works that would not otherwise be exempt from a requirement for planning permission. Changes

of use or irtensification of the current use may require planning pemnission. If in doubt,the owner/occupier should consult the

planning authority for further advice before commencing any works.

This Declaration may be referred to An Bord Pleanala for review within 4 weeks of its issue, upon payment of the requisite fee in

accordance with Part IV, Section 57 (8) of the Planning & Development Act 2000 as amended.

Applicant Name:

The Red Door Project

Status (i.e. Owner or Occupier): Occupied
Date of Request for Declaration: 07/06/2022 Date of Inspection:
Decision Due Date: 30/08/2022 Previous Declarations:
Date of Issue of Declaration: 07/07/2022

Address: Location:

Name of Building: St. Mary’s Convent — Red National Grid co-ordinates:

Door

Address 1: Dublin Road 0.5. Map Type:

Address 2: Drogheda Map Sheet:

Address 3; Co. Louth Site Number:

Protection Status: Y/N Details:

Under the Planning and development Act 2600

{as amendad}

Record of Protected Structures: YV N DB-048

Architectural Conservation Area: ¥ N x

Under the Planning and development Act 2000

{as amended)

Record of Monuments and Places: ¥ N x

Zone of Archaeological potential: Y N

Preservation Order or Temporary y N x

P.O.:
NIAH Registration No.:

13622054
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S57 Ref: DB22/02

Introduction:

The referrer has sought a Section 57 Declaration as per the Planning and Development Act 2000 {as amended) in
respect of works to St. Mary’s Convent, Dublin Road, Drogheda

Figure 1: Front Fagade

Protection Status:

Under the Planning and Development Act 2000 {as amended), the Record of Protected Structures is set out in the
Louth County Development Plan 2021-2027.

" §t. Mary's Convent (RPS DB-048) is described as a three storey, nine bay, school building with rounded headed
windows and railings at front.

Planning History:

Under planning reference 14/362 planning permission was granted for the change of use from school to a
community based education, training and addiction support and counselling service.

Description of the Structures:

* Attached nine-bay three-storey school, built c. 1930
¢ Flat-roofed return to south elevation

* Pitched slate roof, clay ridge tiles, smooth rendered corbelled chimneystacks, cast-iron gutters on
painted timber eaves course, circular cast-iron and uPVC downpipes

e Smooth rendered ruled-and-lined walling, chamfered stone string course separating ground and
first floors, smooth rendered channelled quoins to first and second floors of north elevation,
smooth rendered panel surrounded by moulded frame, between first and second floors, "SAINT
MARY'S CONVENT SCHOOLS", cast-iron wall ties
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S57 Ref: DB22/03

* Square-headed window openings to ground floor, recessed smooth rendered surround, tooled
limestone sills; round-headed window opening to upper storeys of north elevation, smooth
rendered roll-moulded reveals, tooled stone sills surmounting recessed panels; square-headed
window openings to south elevation, round-headed windows to return; painted timber
horizontally-glazed two-over-two sliding sash windows

* Round-headed door opening, ashlar limestone surround, plain-glazed fanlight, sidelights, carved
circular motifs to frieze, painted timber double doors with two round-headed flat panels

* Front site bounded by chamfered ashlar limestone plinth wall surmounted by decorative cast-iron
railings and gate.

The NIAH appraisal of this property includes —

‘Saint Mary's Convent School is a handsome well-proportioned building which possesses many artistically
interesting features such as the beautifully ornate railings and gate and the simple yet refined moulding
around the window openings giving the building a sense of classical hierarchy. The simple decoration is in
keeping with the school's philosophy and yet the railings add a little artistic elegance. This building is an
important focal point to the people of Drogheda being both architecturally and socially significant’.

Referral Question:

1. Restoration and repair of broken and cracked windows on the front and rear of the building to make it safe and
secure for users and staff.
2. The work to be undertaken involves the refurbishment and repair of the window frames, replacement of glass

in accordance with reguirements of best conservation practices.

Would works materially affect the character of the protected structure and as a result, require planning

permission?

This request is accompanied by a Conservation Method Statement prepared by Sheridan Heritage, Tallanstown,

Dundalk, Co. Louth which describes the scope of the proposed works in detail.

Legislative Provision

Section 57{1) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) states ‘that notwithstanding Sections 4(1){h)
and any regulations made under Section 4(2), the carrying out of works to a protected structure, or proposed

protected structure shall be exempted development only if those works would not materially affect the character

of:
(a) the structure; or

(b) any element of the structure which contributes to its special architectural, historical, archaeological, artistic,

cultural, scientific, social or technical interest.
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S57 Ref: DB22/0C

Section 68 of the Act stipulates that the carrying out of any works specified in a notice under section 59 (1) or 60 (2)

shall be exermpted development,

Assessment
| have reviewed the Conservation Method Statement submitted.
The Scope of Works includes that the windows are to be removed, striped back to bare timber, damaged or rotten

timber cut out and that spliced new timber repairs to match the existing.

All glass with be replaced with new slimlite glazing which will not change the original window profile, will be fitted
with putty and fitted with new seals, cords and beading to match existing. Weights are to be re-used with new
ropes. New brass ironmongery will be provided as per originals.

Conclusion:

| conclude, that WHEREAS a question has arisen as to whether the works proposed under Section 10 of the Request
for Section 57 Declaration —

1. Restoration and repair of broken and cracked windows on the front and rear of the building

2. Refurbishment and repair of the window frames, replacement of glass in accordance with requirements of best

conservation practices,

would or would not materially affect the character of protected structures or any element of the structures which
contributes to its special architectural, historical, archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, social or technical

interest at St Mary’s Convent, School, Dublin Road, Drogheda.

AND WHEREAS The Red Door Project requested a declaration on the question from Louth County Council on the
7t June 2022

AND WHEREAS Louth County Council in considering this referral, had regard particularly to —
(a) Section 2 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended,
(b) Section 3 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended,
{c) Section 4 (1)(h) of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended,
(d) Section 57 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 as amended,
(e} The Architectural Heritage Protection Guidelines for Planning Authorities,
{f) The Conservation Method Statement prepared by Sheridan, Heritage

(g) The nature and extent of works set out in the referral question which seeks to address the safety, security,

heating and air circulation matters in respect of this structure,
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S57 Ref: DB22/03

AND WHEREAS Louth County Council has concluded that:

(i) thestated works, numbered (1) and (2) above, to the pratected structure comprise of works and are, therefore,

development, and

(ii) the stated works numbered {1) and (2) above, would not materially affect the character of the structure, and
elements of the structure which contributes to its special architectural, historical, archaeological, artistic,

cultural, scientific, social or technical interest

(iii) the stated works would consist of the carrying out of works which would not alter this structure and would not
affect the exterior of the structure so as to render the appearance inconsistent with the character of the

structure or of neighbouring structures and would also materially affect the historic fabric of the structure.

NOW THEREFORE Louth County Council, in exercise of the powers conferred on it by section 57 of the 2000 Act as
amended, hereby decides that the proposed works numbered {1) and (2} above, to St Mary’s Convent School, Dublin
Road, Drogheda, as detailed by the nature and extent of works set out in the referral question and the Conservation

Method Statement prepared by Sheridan, Heritage constitutes development that is exempted development.

Signed by Inspector Signed by Planning Authority Officer
Patricia Huths (Senior Executive Planner) Turlough King (A/Senior Plafiner)

Date: 07 July 2022 Date: 07 July 2022
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