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Sailing at Carlingford.

Louth — A Quality Tourism Destination
Hospitality & Tourism

Louth Hospitality = Achievements 2006

The year 2006 saw the completion of a national advertising campaign
which featured Luas Advertising, Press campaign via the Irish Times,
Radio and Internet based advertising to promote Louth as a tourism
destination. Tourism Officer attended tourism trade shows in Dublin,
Belfast and UK promoting Louth as a tourism destination based on its
heritage, culture and activities on offer. With regard to product
development, the Carlingford Good Food Circle was founded to profile
the quality food experience available in the area, the development of
the Slieve Foy Looped walk and new walking signage in the Cooley
peninsula was erected. As part of its involvement in the Dundalk
Economic Development Group, a ten minute DVD was produced to
promote the quality leisure and soft adventure product in the environs.

As part of the East Border Tourism Partnership, the Tourism Officer
attracted over €130,000 in funding for rural village enhancement to
Carlingford Omeath, Ardee and Tallanstown. The formation of the new
Regional Tourism Partnership, Failte Ireland East & Midlands was
established following the decision of the Minister of Tourism to

Vanessa Redgrave on set in film “How About You'
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Louth Tourism - Greenore Golf Club.

transfer the functions of the Regional Tourism Authorities to Failte
Ireland in a bid to improve the regional spread of tourism and ensure
a strong & sustainable industry.

The most current tourism figures just released indicate overseas
tourism revenue to Louth is now worth €28 million to the local
economy. This represents a €4 million on the previous years figures.

Film Commission
The Louth, Newry & Mourne Film Commission had a successful year in
2006, with 11 productions taking place in the region.

RTE's ‘Trouble in Paradise' and the forthcoming Maeve Binchy feature
film "How about You' (starring Vanessa Redgrave, Imelda Staunton,
and Brenda Fricker) would be to the fore, as well as many programmes
for BBC Northern Ireland, UTV and Channel 4. The economic benefit to
the region in 2006 was around €450,000, mainly consisting of hotel
and services, crew, extras, food and spend in local restaurants and bars.

We were also part of a successful application for funding for the
‘New Media Factory', a local training scheme for media practitioners
which will commence in summer 2007. We dealt with approximately
100 professional enquiries during the course of the year. We also ran
two films as part of the Tain Festival in the Spirit Store.

Filming of RTE's " Trouble in Paradise” at Rathescar, Dunleer.

o



OAL

Louth Annual Report En 06:Layout 1 06/06/2007 15:47 Page %

Goal 3

1o Improve the quality of life for residents
now and for future generations.

he growing importance of quality of Life issues in Louth is
recognised by Louth Local Authorities and we continue to
strive to :
® Ensure that all citizens can enjoy an adequate standard of housing
accommodation appropriate to their needs,
® Enhance participation and improve standards in the cultural and
sporting life of the community
® Make Louth a clean attractive County
® Provide an effective Emergency Service
® Plan for sustainable communities

Housing Programme

A mid-term review of the Action Plan for Social and Affordable
Housing was carried out in 2006 in conjunction with the Department
of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government. This plan forms
the cornerstone for all the main housing functions of the local
authorities and provides the basis for year to year funding and
allocations from the Department. Satisfactory progress was achieved
in meeting the main targets in the plan throughout 2006.

Social Housing Needs Assessment

Housing needs continued to be assessed and reviewed throughout the
year and a significant increase was noted in the numbers applying for
social housing. At the end of 2006 this figure had risen to over 2800
with a significant percentage of these applications being from smaller
household sizes, particularly one and two person units. The family size

make up of our housing lists continues to be an important factor in
deciding on the mix of house types in our new schemes.

Social Housing Construction Programme

In keeping with the annual targets set down in the Action Plan, we
continued to pursue an ambitious programme of new housing
construction. Schemes were completed during the year at
Mullagharlin Park (110) while construction continued on schemes at
Blackrock (25), Mayfield (6), Termonfeckin (30), Louth Village (32),
Clogherhead (27), Carlingford (55), Dundalk (Lios Dubh 68), and
Drogheda (Newtown Meadows 76 and Marley's Lane 79).

Blackrock housing scheme.
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Before and after house refurbishment.

In addition to above design and planning continued throughout the
year on schemes scheduled to start in 2007 at Collon (19), Ardee (23),
Dunleer (50/60), Dundalk (Rock Road 46, Glenwood 12 and Barrack
Street, 15) and Drogheda (Mell 110, St. Laurence’s Park 9 and St.
Anthony's Park 2). The purchase of private houses on the open market
now forms an important part of our social housing delivery targets
and over 60 houses were purchased in this way in 2006.

Affordable Housing and Private Sites

Local Authorities are now expected to play an increasing role in both
delivering and facilitating the delivery of affordable housing. We can
directly build affordable houses on our own land under the "1999
Scheme” and we can ensure the delivery of affordable housing under
the provisions of Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000.
We now maintain an affordable waiting list as well as a social waiting
list and while the number of applicants to date for affordable housing
is somewhat lower than might have been expected at 428 it is
expected that this figure will rise significantly in the future.

During 2006 direct build schemes were under construction at
Blackrock (6), Clogherhead (15), Carlingford (12), Dundalk (Lios Dubh
20) and Drogheda (Newtown Meadows 24 and Marley's Lane 16).

In addition design and planning of new schemes was continued
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throughout the year to ensure commencement of affordable housing
in 2007 at Termonfeckin (16), Ardee (8), Collon (11), Dundalk
(Muirhevnamor 14) and Drogheda (Mell 24).

Work was also under way in 2006 on private affordable building sites
at Clogherhead (7), Carlingford (5) and Blackrock (5) while design and
planning continued on similar sites at Collon (4) and Ardee (3).

Voluntary Housing

Facilitation and encouragement of the voluntary housing associations
to play an increasing role in the provision of social and affordable
housing forms an integral part of government policy and the local
authorities Action Plans.

At years end voluntary schemes were under construction at Dundalk
(Lios Dubh - Cluid - 50 units) and Drogheda (Newtown Meadows

- Cluid 30 units and Marley's Lane - Respond - 33 units).

In addition planning and design was continued with a view to
commencing construction in 2007 on schemes at Collon (Cluid - 19
units), Ardee (Oaklee - 39 units), Tullyallen (North and East - 11
units), Dundalk (Lis Na Dara - Cluid 37 units) and Drogheda (Mell

- Oaklee - 30 units).

The Housing Strategy and PartV

A review of the Housing Strategy was undertaken during the year and
this will dictate the percentage of houses in private developments to
be allocated as social and affordable housing (currently 20%). Outturn
in 2006 under Part V was relatively small but negotiations were
concluded or in progress with several developers which should ensure
a significantly increased delivery of social and affordable housing
under this heading from 2007 onwards.

Housing Stock Maintenance and Improvement

Louth Local Authorities are responsible for management and
maintenance of a rented housing stock of close to 3,000 dwellings.
Ongoing programmes of maintenance and improvement of this stock
continued during 2006. This involved ordinary routine maintenance as
well as programmes of improvement works, the most significant being
the continued installation of central heating coupled with significant
refurbishment works so as to ensure that the Governments target of
having all local authority rented houses provided with central heating
by 2008 will be achieved. To date 151 houses have been completed
with 30 still outstanding.

A Remedial Scheme at St. Finnian's Park, Drogheda progressed while
plans were well advanced for major multi-million regeneration
schemes at Cox's Demense and Muirhevnamor, Dundalk.

Rental Accommodation Scheme (R.A.S.)

Work continued throughout the year in progressing the
implementation of the Rental Accommodation Scheme whereby
persons receiving supplementary rent allowance in private rented
accommodation for 18 months or longer are transferred over to a
new arrangement whereby the local authority enters into long
term leases with private landlords to ensure continued provision
of good quality rented accommodation. A large number of
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properties were inspected throughout the year and at years end a total
of 53 household units had been transferred over to the new system.

Traveller Accommodation

The Local Authorities continued to implement the provisions of the
Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005-2008 and targets for
provision of accommodation throughout the County were largely met.
The County Louth Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee
met on 4 occasions during the year. A number of roadside
encampments were dealt with and a sub-group of the S.I.M. Group
prepared a strategy for interagency co-operation in delivery of
services to travellers.

Homelessness

The County Louth Forum on Homelessness continued to monitor the
progress in implementing the Homeless Action Plan 2004-2006 and
arrangements for a review of the Plan were underway by years end,
which would be guided by a review of the National Strategy carried
out by the Department in 2006.

Financial subventions to the voluntary groups providing hostel
accommodation continued in 2006 and direct subvention of B & B
accommodation was provided where appropriate.

Loans, Grants and Subsidies

Applications for Disabled Persons Grants and Essential Repair Grants
continued to rise in 2006 with well over 300 applications for D.P.G!s
and over 50 Essential Repair Grant applications. Total expenditure on
these schemes was almost €2.5 million. Additional monies were
provided in the 2007 budget (Dec 06) to ensure a continuous stream
of funding for these grants.

Arts Recreations and Museum

Arts
Louth Local Authorities’ Arts Service 2006

2006 saw the launch of the first Arts Plan for County Louth. The Plan
was arrived at after a series of public meetings and workshops, and
input from the Senior Management Team, the Strategic Policy
Committee, and The Arts Council/An Chombhairle Ealaion. It was
adopted in its entirety by Louth County Council, Drogheda Borough
Council, and Dundalk Town Council. Launched by Ms Mary Cloake,
Director, The Arts Council/An Chomhairle Ealaion, at a special
reception in County Hall, the Arts Plan will lead and guide local
authority policy and support for the arts until the end of 2008.

Each of the three Local Authority Arts Offices devised and
implemented a stimulating artistic programme throughout the year.
Music was strongly represented with performances by The Vanbrugh
Quartet, The Irish Chamber Orchestra, Joanna McGregor, Liam O'Flynn,
The Irish Consort, The National Chamber Choir, Irish Baroque
Orchestra, the Stravinsky Quartet, Ballet Ireland, Michael McHale, and
Augustin Maruri. Residencies included a Street Theatre Artist in
Dundalk and a Contemporary Dancer in Drogheda. Louth's festival
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programme was strengthened by the addition of Artlings, a children's
festival in Dundalk, which joins Leanbh in Drogheda, both aimed at
younger audiences. The Drogheda Arts Festival and Ardee Baroque
both built on earlier success, and provided strong programmes for
their respective audiences. The Basement Gallery presented 11
exhibitions in 2006, which included site-specific work by Garret
Phelan, and Noel Bowler's critically-acclaimed photographic work,
“The Joy".

Arts projects with community groups included work with RehabCare
Resource Centre, young people, Traveller women, St. Oliver's Hospital,
various schools, and older people. The continuing development of
Drogheda Youth Dance Company is an initiative which may be
duplicated throughout the county.

In addition, there are a number of aspects of the Arts Service which
are delivered jointly, including the CreateLouth funding opportunities
and certain agreed projects. iomha 2006 was the title given to one of
these projects.

iomha means image in Irish, and this exhibition was comprised of the
work of five Louth visual artists - Anthony Collins, Sean Cotter,
Cliodhna Cunningham, Brian Hegarty and Mary Donnelly. These artists
were selected by guest curators Ruairi 0O Cuiv and Cliodhna Shaffrey.

The selected artists work in a variety of media and styles including
collage, photography, oils, and print-making, and iomha 2006 ably
demonstrated the range of contemporary arts practice in the county.
Working with the three Arts Officers in organising the initiative were
a number of partners within the county including the Droichead Arts
Centre and Louth Leader. iomha 2006 was exhibited in the Droichead
Arts Centre and the Basement Gallery, Dundalk, where it was crated
and shipped to Finland for exhibition in the Patruunagalleria in the
town of Lapua. This unique linkage with Finland was developed over
the preceding years by close contact between the Leader companies in
Louth and Finland, and the local authorities. The participating artists
travelled with the exhibition and spoke in the gallery about their work.

Back in Ireland, the initiative continued with a two-day Professional
Practice seminar for all visual artists in Louth, where curators and
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Highlanes Gallery.
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