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Minute No. 103/11

TO CONSIDER THE FILLING OF CASUAL VACANCY
Proposed by Cllr O. Tully

Seconded by Cllr J. Lennon

And Resolved 

To confirm Mr. Martin Murnaghan to fill The Casual Vacancy in accordance with Section 19 of the Local Government Act, 2001 (as amended) Arising from the Election of Cllr. Terry Brennan to Seanad Eireann
Minute No. 104 /11
TO CONSIDER THE FILLING OF CASUAL VACANCY
Proposed by Cllr J. Lennon

Seconded by Cllr C. Markey

And Resolved 

To confirm Mr. Linus English to fill The Casual Vacancy in accordance with Section 19 of the Local Government Act, 2001  (as amended) Arising from the appointment of Cllr. Jim D’arcy to Seanad Eireann
Minute No. 105 /11
TO CONSIDER THE FILLING OF VACANCY AS CHAIRMAN OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND FUTURE PLANNING STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE
Proposed by Cllr O. Tully

Seconded by Cllr F. McCoy

And Resolved 

To confirm Cllr. Colm Markey as Chairman of The Economic Development and Future Planning Strategic Policy Committee arising from Cessation of Membership of Cllr. Terry Brennan
Minute No.  106/11
TO CONSIDER THE FILLING OF TWO VACANCIES ON THE BOARD OF COUNTY LOUTH VEC
Proposed by Cllr A. Donohue

Seconded by Cllr J. Lennon

And Resolved 

To confirm Cllr. F. McCoy to the County Louth Vocational Educational Committee Arising from the cessation of Membership of Cllr. Terry Brennan 
Proposed by Cllr O. Tully

Seconded by Cllr M. O’Dowd

And Resolved 

To confirm Cllr. C. Markey to the County Louth Vocational Educational Committee arising from the cessation of Membership of Cllr. Jim D’arcy
Minute No. 107/11

TO CONSIDER THE FILLING OF THE VACANCY ON COUNTY LOUTH ENTERPRISE BOARD
Proposed by Cllr F. McCoy

Seconded by Cllr J. Lennon

And Resolved 

To confirm Cllr. Martin Murnaghan to The County Louth County Enterprise Board arising from the cessation of Membership of Cllr. Terry Brennan
Minute No. 108/11

TO CONSIDER THE FILLING OF THE VACANCY ON THE BORDER REGIONAL AUTHORITY
Proposed by Cllr A. Donohue

Seconded by Cllr F. McCoy

And Resolved 

To confirm Cllr. O. Tully to fill the vacancy on the border regional authority arising from cessation of membership of Cllr. Terry Brennan
Minute No. 109 /11

TO CONSIDER THE FILLING OF THE VACANCY ON THE EAST BORDER REGIONAL FORUM
Proposed by Cllr F. McCoy

Seconded by Cllr O. Tully

And Resolved 

To confirm Cllr. Jim Lennon to fill the vacancy on the East Border Regional Forum arising from the cessation of Membership of Cllr. Terry Brennan
Minute No. 110 /11
TO CONSIDER THE FILLING OF VACANCY ON THE BMW REGIONAL ASSEMBLY
Proposed by Cllr M. O’Dowd

Seconded by Cllr J. Lennon

And Resolved 

To confirm Cllr. F. McCoy to fill the vacancy on the BMW regional assembly arising from cessation of membership of Cllr. Terry Brennan
Minute No. 111 /11
TO CONSIDER THE FILLING OF VACANCY ON DUNDALK JOINT BURIAL BOARD
Proposed by Cllr J. Lennon

Seconded by Cllr C. Markey

And Resolved 

To confirm Cllr. Linus English to fill the vacancy On The Dundalk Joint Burial Board Arising from the cessation of Membership of Cllr. Jim D’arcy 
Minute No. 112 /11

TO CONSIDER THE FILLING OF VACANCY ON ASSOCIATION OF COUNTY AND CITY COUNCILS
Proposed by Cllr A. Donohue

Seconded by Cllr O. Tully

And Resolved 

To confirm Cllr J. Lennon to fill the vacancy on the Association of County and City Councils arising from the cessation of Membership of Cllr. Jim D’arcy 
Minute No.  113/11

COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN – TO CONSIDER RESPONSE FROM PLANNING STAFF IN REGARD TO ISSUES RAISED IN RESPECT OF THE COUNTY DEVELOPMETN PLAN 2009-2015 AT THE SPECIAL MEETING HELD ON 4TH MAY 2011

Mr. Gerry Kelly and Mr Terry Savage presented to the meeting responses to the issues raised by the Members at the meeting of the 4th May. This report is set out here under.

Minute No. 114 /11

Following discussion on the presentation the County Manager agreed to have some of the issues raised considered further and presented again to the members at a date to be agreed at a future ordinary meeting.

The County Manager further clarified that the issues and responses were still only proposals and a formal decision in regard to same will be necessary at a future date in order for any of the proposals to take effect. This could in some instances necessitate using the legislative process to amend the County Development Plan.

ISSUE 1 (Zone 1)
Rather than prohibiting certain types of development we recommend that the Qualifying Criteria applied in the 2003-2009 Plan be included in the 2009-2015 Plan namely:- That a grant of Planning Permission for a dwelling within Control Zone 1 will be favourably considered only where the following criteria apply:-

The proposed dwelling is located on a suitable site and is required to meet the housing need of the son/daughter/grandchild/foster child of a qualifying landowner who resides on the landholding. However a dwelling will only be considered provided there is no suitable alternative site outside Control Zone 1.

Response: Change will be considered 

It may be appropriate to consider a relaxation of Policy RD 33 (CDP 2009-2015 pp 83) to permit the granting of limited one-off rural housing for applicants who can demonstrate compliance with the Qualifying Criteria set out in the CDP 2009-2015 (pp 102, ‘Qualifying Criteria’ and Policy SS 20) The CDP 2003-2009 (as varied in 2006) permitted such development with respect to Development Zone 1 and the policy contained therein may form the basis of such a relaxation.

Amplification 

Elected members should consider the following in framing any decision;

1. Spatial planning policy must take a long term approach to the formation of policy particularly as it relates to areas of recognised high scenic value which support a broad range of biodiversity. The cumulative effects of a relaxation of this policy on Development Zone 1 over the course of several, subsequent county development plans is likely to result in a fundamental alteration of the physical appearance and natural ambiance of the area. Given the amount of housing development which has already taken place and continuing pressures for development across the County it is unlikely that significant additional future development could be successfully accommodated without irreversible detriment to the environment particularly natural resources, landscapes, habitats and species which in Development Zone 1 remain relatively pristine and free from both visual and physical pollution.

2. Development Zone 1 is more than an environmental asset to the County, it is also a strongly performing economic asset at both County and National levels. The Cooley / Mournes /  Gullion Region comprise one of Fáilte Ireland’s Top Tourism Development destinations in the country. Recognising this, the current Louth Economic Forum’s 10 point action plan specifically targets promotion and further development of the tourism potential of the Cooley Peninsula with an emphasis on the areas unique blend of natural beauty, spectacular panoramas. The preservation of the character of Development Zone 1 is key to this. 

3. A significant proportion of Development zone 1 is designated a Special Area of Conservation under the 1992 EU Habitats Directive as transposed into Irish Law European Union (Natural Habitats) Regulations 1997. Any relaxation of the current policy in relation to residential development in Development Zone 1 will subject subsequent planning applications to the need to conform to legal requirements with respect to the obligation to undertake appropriate assessment (AA) under Article 6(3) and 6(4) of the Habitats Directive.  AA is a focused and detailed impact assessment of the implications of the plan or project, alone and in combination with other plans and projects, on the integrity of a Natura 2000 site in view of its conservation objectives. Data and information on the project and on the site and an analysis of potential effects on the site must be obtained and presented in a Natura Impact Statement.  Ecological specialists will be required to undertake the surveys, research and analysis, with input from other experts (e.g. hydrologists or engineers) as necessary to prepare the Natura Impact Statement.  It is the responsibility of the proponent of the plan or project to have the Natura Impact Statement prepared for submission to the competent authority, i.e. Louth County Council. This process must be undertaken regardless of the scale of development proposed.

4. Any variation of the CDP 2009-2015 will also require Louth Local Authorities to carry out screening for Appropriate Assessment. This may raise the question of the potential cumulative impact of new dispersed rural housing on the conservation objectives of the Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) and Special Protection Areas (SAC) within the County at large.
ISSUE 2 (Dependent Relatives)
Louth.
Where one dwelling is required on the basis of providing care to an existing elderly or disabled person who resides on the landholding and where there is no immediate family member residing in proximity. In order to qualify applications should be supported by relevant documentation from a registered medical consultant. The proposed dwelling should be located within a short distance of the existing dwelling. Normal planning requirements will apply. 

(Qualification under this condition page 102 Qualifying Criteria in the 2009-2015 Plan is neglected by policy outlined in R.D.33 page 83)

Response; Change will be considered 

Amplification 

Elected members should consider the following in framing any decision;

1. It is considered that Policy SS 34 (Accommodation for Dependent Relatives, pp 107, CDP 2009-2015) should be reworded to permit the development of accommodation for either dependent relatives or their carers. By its very nature the provision of care requires the carer to be in close proximity to the dependent person. Therefore the current policy permitting the provision of such accommodation either by way of extension, or the conversion of an existing ancillary structure is considered reasonable. Should the policy be relaxed to permit the construction of entirely new dwellings for such purposes, the result could be a proliferation of additional dwellings, particularly in light of the fact that the population in general is acknowledged to be ageing. 

2. The qualifying criteria detailed in at point 5, Section 4.6.2  (CDP 2009-2015, pp 102) allow for the granting of a dwelling for an applicant providing care for an old person(s) or person(s) with a disability who live in an isolated rural area and who does not have any able bodied person residing with them. The qualifying criteria does not require the submission of relevant and verifiable supporting medical documentation from a registered medical consultant. It is considered that such evidence should now be provided.

ISSUE 3 (Ribbon Development)
Preventing the creation of ribbon development by not permitting more than four houses in a row along any public road – suggested that relaxation will be considered where permission is sought on the grounds of meeting the housing needs of the owner of an adjoining landowner or a member of his/her immediate family where no other suitable site is available on the landholding.

Response: Change not recommended

Amplification 

A relaxation of the current policies SS 36 and SS 37 ((Ribbon Development, CDP 2009-2015, pp 109) is considered inappropriate. Throughout the county is there is evidence of considerable ribbon development particularly on the edges of defined settlements. In some cases, the extent of ribbon development has led to the ‘de-facto’ coalescence of settlements. This pattern of development reflects both the high population density of County Louth (the most densely populated county in the State outside the Greater Dublin Area) and the small geographical extent of the County. Any dilution of this policy is likely to result in further such patterns of development and the suburbanisation of the County as a whole. It should be noted that Policy SS 38 (CDP 2009-2015, pp 109) does permit infill development within substantially built-up frontages, including ribbon development, where there is sufficient space. 

It should be noted that the permitting of applications for one-off housing in general is likely to become increasingly constrained by the need to adhere to policies and actions designed to protect groundwater (and other waters) as detailed in the European Water Framework Directive (2003). The operational outworking of this in County Louth is through the programmes of measures contained within the Neagh Bann and Eastern river basin management plans. 

ISSUE 4 (Intended Occupiers in Zone 1)
Planning applications for a dwelling in control zone 1 must be made in the name of the person who is intended occupier of the dwelling house.

Refer to first recommendation above

ISSUE 5 (Site Size)
Each site shall have an area of not less that 0.2 hectare. Where houses in excess of 200 square metres are permitted the site shall be correspondingly increased in the ratio of 20 sq m additional site area for each square metre additional floor area.

Response: Change will be considered 

This policy seeks to minimise the impact of larger houses upon both the visual amenity of the area in which it is located and also upon the residential amenity of neighbouring properties. Traditionally, larger rural houses were set within expansive, landscaped grounds which provided appropriate settings commensurate with the size of the dwelling. The demand for larger rural one-off houses which has emerged over the past decade or more, coupled with the rise in land values, has seen many such houses effectively ‘shoe-horned’ into sites which bear no relation to the bulk and massing of the dwelling on which they are located. 

It is recognised however that the current House Size and Site Area Ratio (CDP 2009-2015, pp108) has, in certain cases mitigated against permission for small scale extensions to existing dwellings or permissions for new dwellings which marginally exceed the ratio band. 

ISSUE 6 (Exempted Development Rights)
(Suggested that House owners will be entitled to avail of the additional exempted development space of 40 square metres and will this not be conditioned out).

To be considered in tandem with above

Suggested that In all control zones the size of the garages / sheds on site will not be limited to a maximum of 50 square metres but a maximum 100 square metres to accommodate rural activities or hobbies providing the garage / shed is detached and placed on the least obtrusive part of the site.

Response: Change will be considered 

It is recognised that domestic garages cater for a wide range of uses over and above the storage of vehicles, garden equipment etc. and that such structures now accommodate a multitude of uses. It may be acceptable to alter Policy SS 44 (CDP 2009-2015 pp 111) with respect to the permitted size of the garage however Policy SS 45 should remain in respect of the acceptable uses of domestic garages in order to avoid the proliferation of uses which are incompatible with surrounding residential amenity, safe traffic movements and/or environmental protection.

ISSUE 7 (Small Scale Commercial Development in zone 2)
Control Zone 2.

The following suggestions were made

Policy RD 35

Small scale industrial or commercial developments will be permitted on the least obtrusive area of the available landholding.

Response: Change not recommended

Amplification 

Policy RD 35 (CDP 2009-2015, pp84) does not relate to small scale industrial or commercial developments but rather refers to large scale industrial, agricultural and commercial developments. Appropriately scaled rural based enterprises are permitted under Policy RD 5 (CDP 2009-2010, pp 72) provided that they are not detrimental to the amenity of the area and meet all other planning criteria.

ISSUE 8 (4 km qualification across county border)
The 4 Kilometre qualification shall extend to the neighbouring counties of Dublin, Meath, Monaghan, Armagh and Down.

Response: Change will be considered 

Amplification 

Elected members should consider the following in framing any decision;

1. The rural areas of County Louth are classified in the National Spatial Strategy and Sustainable Rural Housing Guidelines 2005 as being under strong urban influence. This arises from the presence of the two large urban areas of Drogheda and Dundalk within the County and also from recognition that large parts of the County fall under the influence of the Greater Dublin Area. The pressure for development within the County is borne out by the fact that it is the second most densely populated County in the State after County Dublin whilst also being the smallest. County Louth is a particularly attractive location in which to live given its excellent transport links and, broad range of leading amenities and superb natural and built environment. In recognition of these factors and to ensure consistency with the Sustainable Rural Housing Guidelines for Planning Authorities 2005, the CDP 2009-2015 has in place a local needs Qualifying Criteria and a clear definition of what constitutes the Local Area, for those seeking to build in the rural areas.  It is recognised many areas of County Louth have a strong affinity with neighbouring areas of adjacent counties which border County Louth. These shared characteristics are derived from family links, shared amenities such as churches and schools and historic patterns of land ownership which cross adjacent county borders including counties in Northern Ireland.

2. However, it must be recognised that the CDP 2009-2015 has framed the definition of local area with the above pressure factors taken into consideration. The extension of the radius of four kilometres from the qualifying family residence into adjacent counties is likely to have undesirable consequences. In particular it should be noted that the inclusion of the neighbouring Northern Ireland counties and Counties Monaghan and Meath could precipitate a significant amount of additional planning applications as a distance of 4 km from the Louth border encompasses a significant area within these counties with a population as detailed below.

	
	Total
	NI Pop
	RoI Pop

	Total Population within 2km of Louth County (not including Louth County)
	22,378
	9,897
	12481

	Total Population within 4km of Louth County (not including Louth County)
	35,250
	18,506
	16,744


3. In relation to the Northern Ireland counties it is Louth Local Authorities understanding that that Northern Ireland Planning Policy Statement 21 (PPS 21) effectively curtails all new residential development in rural areas of Northern Ireland unless specific and exceptional circumstances can be demonstrated. This policy is reinforced in the case of County Louth by the presence on its northern borders of a designated (NI) Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and an extensive greenbelt surrounding both Newry and Warrenpoint. In both cases the opportunity for Northern Ireland residents to gain planning permission is extremely limited. Should the opportunity to gain planning permission be opened in County Louth, it may be expected that a surge in applications from Northern Ireland residents could be the result thereby placing additional pressures on County Louth’s natural and built environment, infrastructure and services.  

4. Finally, it should be noted that the inclusion of areas of Northern Ireland will create considerable operational difficulties when exercising any policy change. Planning officials will have to carry out site inspections in a different jurisdiction and the evidence base for each case will have to be accessed through an entirely different regulatory regime including, for example the sourcing of documentation relating to the qualifying landholding. (Registry of Deeds, Property Certificate Search etc)

5. Having regard to the above factors, there is the possibility that long standing parish boundaries could be utilised in determining a applicant’s links to County Louth even in those cases where the qualifying residence lies in an adjacent county. The council will continue to insist on documentary proof from credible sources when determining the eligibility of applicant form outside the county to built in Louth. In all cases, a maximum radius from the county border of 4 km will be applied.  

ISSUE 9 (Occupancy Clause presenting difficulties for people with Financial/Health problems)
The Occupancy Clause is presenting difficulties for people with Financial/Health problems and the present release system is unsatisfactory. This policy should be clarified and refined to take account of the present economic situation.

Response: Change will be considered 

Amplification

It is accepted that there are increasingly cases of genuine hardship of a financial nature in particular but also of a health related nature presenting in the County. The former has been largely precipitated by the onset of a national economic recession. It may be possible to devise a form of wording to be inserted into the development plan or utilised in the drafting of future occupancy conditions whereby those experiencing extreme financial and/or health related difficulties who are forced to sell their dwelling either in completed or partially completed form can do so by dint of the extreme hardship which they are experiencing. The planning authority must be fully satisfied that each case is bona-fide and will expect detailed evidence to be produced in support of each case. 

The planning authority in assessing such cases must be satisfied that there is genuine hardship arising from the inability of the applicant to dispose of the property. As such the authority will require;

· Written evidence for the financial institution responsible for the applicant’s financial affairs verifying the nature and scale of the difficulties being encountered 

· In cases where there is a health problem which necessitates disposal of the property, the application should be supported by relevant documentation from a registered medical consultant.

Sales of dwellings qualifying under these extreme circumstances will not attract the requirement that potential purchasers must be eligible under the appropriate qualifying criteria for the area.
ISSUE 10 (Sale of partially completed dwellings)
Restrictions on the purchase of partially completed houses or sites existing at 1st May 2011 shall be relaxed for a period of five years to allow these buildings/sites to be brought to completion and rid the area of what could become areas of dereliction.

Response: Change will be considered for partially completed dwellings only

Amplification

The numbers of rural dwellings which have only been partially completed is relatively low in County Louth. It is recognised however that the curtailment of works in such cases is unsatisfactory both on aesthetic and public health grounds. In order to alleviate this problem there is the potential to remove the restrictions in place for these partially completed dwellings to allow for completion. The planning authority must however be satisfied that each case is genuine and as such will insist on commencement notices having been served. In addition, it is not proposed to re-instate this policy beyond the lifetime of this plan.

ISSUE 11 (Wind Turbines)
In the matter of Wind Energy, the erection of Wind Turbines will not be permitted within 3 kilometres of any dwelling house or Community Building.

Response: Change not recommended

Amplification 

1. The Planning and Development Regulations 2007 (Statutory Instrument No. 83 of 2007) and the Planning and Development Regulations 2008 (Statutory Instrument No. 235 of 2008) gave exempted development rights to private dwellings for the purposes of providing renewable energy technologies including wind turbines. Specifically the regulations permit the erection of a domestic wind turbine within the cartilage of a dwelling house up to a maximum height of 13.0 metres with rotor blades of up 6.0 metres diameter. As such, it is impossible to seek curtail the erection of domestic wind turbines in close proximity to dwelling houses.

2. At a commercial level the subsequent 2008 regulations built upon the 2007 legislation to give effect to new exempted development provisions in respect of renewable technologies for industrial buildings, business premises and agricultural holdings.  These latter regulations permit the erection of wind turbines up to a maximum of 20 metres with rotor dimensions of 8.0 metres.

3. The CDP 2009-2015 promotes the use of renewable energy sources in line with national commitments to create a sustainable energy future and reduce Ireland’s relaiance on non-renewable energy sources. Policy EN 1 (pp224) supports this ambition. With regard to wind energy, Section 9.6.1 of the County Plan (CDP 2009-2015, Wind Energy, pp227-228) provides a positive policy framework facilitating the establishment of wind farms and wind energy infrastructure within those areas of the County identified as being suitable for such development subject to being consistent with the landscape preservation objectives of the plan, the protection of the natural and built environment and the visual and residential amenites of the area.

4. Louth Local Authorities are key partners in the delivery of the Louth Economic Forum’s Action Plan on Sustainable Energy. This plan aims to deliver the Green Economy in County Louth by replicating the successful, flagship Dundalk 2020 sustainable energy project in other areas of the County. A key contributor to this project has been the wind turbine installation at Dundalk Institute of Technology. If the success of Dundalk 2020 is to emulated across the State, it will be necessary to further facilitate renewable energy infrastructure of a similar nature in the County.
ISSUE 12 (Development within 100m of Motorway/dual Carriageway)
The Development Plan prohibits the erection of a house within 100 metres of the Motorway/Dual Carriageway. Planning Permission should be granted to Landowners within the distance providing they have owned the site for a minimum period of 10 years or where permission was already granted by the council but lapsed due to special circumstances 

Response: Change not recommended

Amplification 

Rationale

1. The inclusion of Policy TC 7 (CDP 2009-2015, pp 204) prohibiting developments within 100 metres of the fenceline of the M1 motorway and the N1/A1 dual carriageway is designed to avoid inappropriate development that negatively impacts on the functions of the motorway / dual carriageway network in the County. The traffic carrying capacity of the motorway / dual carriageway network in County Louth, the level of service it delivers and the period over which it continues to perform efficiently will be determined by the extent of development adjoining it, thereby extending the service life of the network. as dedicated transport corridors catering primarily for inter-urban and inter-regional traffic. Effective policies in this regard will help to achieve value for money from the substantial investment that has been made and any additional investment which may have to be made in the future. The permitting of residential development within 100 metres of the existing fencelines has the potential to compromise any future road enhancements and could have considerable cost implications to Louth Local Authorities.
2. Louth Local Authorities have prepared a Noise Action Plan (2008) in accordance with the requirements of the SI 140 of 2006, also known as the Environmental Noise Regulations. These regulations give effect to the European Union Environmental Noise Directive 2002/49/EC, relating to the assessment and management of Environmental Noise. In County Louth the only noise sources to be considered under this plan relate to environmental noise emanating from the major roads carrying in excess of 6 million vehicle passages per year in the County, as defined in the Regulations. These include the M1 motorway, N1/A1 dual carriageway, the N52 and the R132. The overall aim of the noise action plan is to avoid, prevent and reduce the harmful effects due to long term exposure to environmental noise which will in turn promotes good health. 

Permitting the construction of new dwellings within 100 metres of these major roads has the potential to subject the potential occupants of such dwellings to significant noise pollution. It should also be noted that applications for dwellings in close proximity to these roads will be liable for the provision of adequate measures aimed at mitigation of noise pollution. Such measures may include the construction of earth bunds, landscaping, fencing and measures to prevent the danger of glare from lighting surrounding such properties causing road safety issues on the adjacent carriageway. Applicants will also be responsible for safety measures designed to prevent physical access by pedestrians onto the road(s)

ISSUE 13 (Greenore)
Response: Change will be considered 

Amplification

At the time of drafting the CDP 2009-2015 a mapping oversight resulted in the de-facto extent of industrial and commercial enterprises and activities in the vicinity of Greenore Port not being fully reflected in the plan. The physical spread of these activities is in excess of some 39 hectares (39.81), the bulk of which extends along in a southerly direction along the Dundalk road. This area lies within Development Zone 3 the policy for which prohibits the development of new larger scale industrial and commercial developments. In light of the development that exists in this area and given the economic importance of such development to the county at large, it may be necessary to review the zoning pertaining to the area.

ISSUE 14 (more detailed mapping)
· Provide more detailed mapping with more accurate defined boundaries
Response: Change not recommended

Amplification 

The provision of extremely detailed mapping is not considered feasible in the short term at the scale of the County Development Plan in that the entire county would be required to be remapped at a scale which would require a large number of additional maps. This would be a long term aim which to be considered possibly during the review of the current plan.

ISSUE 15 (Tree protection)
· Protection of trees is limited and should be extended particularly for native species and a more general protection for all trees

Response: Change will be considered 

Amplification

The CDP 2009-2015 includes a list of 8no ‘Champion Trees’, 4no Tree Preservation Orders and 32no Trees and Woodlands of Special Amenity Value. All these are protected either under the relevant section of the Planning and Development Act 2000-2010 or by Policy CON 16 (pp58) of the CDP 2009-2015. Policy CON 17 (pp 58) commits the Council to investigating the feasibility of carrying out a survey of all trees of special amenity value within the County. The carrying out of such a survey will be dependent on the availability of resources.

____________________________________________________________________

COMHAIRLE CONTAE LÚ

