


















































FAÇADE  

I’ve applied and had approved a Exempted Development Section 5 for the works to be 
carried out on the façade of the building 

The property is ACA listed hence the application 

I intend to either use an SEAI accredited contractor to insulate wrap the property and 
apply a render finish to improve the UValue and appearance of the property.  
Alternatively I will have an accredited contractor apply a Corksol render to the whole 
façade sealing it and improving the UValue in the process 

It was built circa 1850 and is cold, hard/expensive to heat and the exiting plaster is 
boast and porous, which allows damp to past through the external walls.  There is mold 
issue in some of the rooms. 

Ive attached the  Data Sheets and or DOP’s for the intended products for reference 

 

Also included are 2 separate quotes for the different options from approved contractors 

1 corksol 

2 wrapping 

 

WATERPROOFING/TANKING 

The basement of the property have historically had rising damp issues. 

The exterior of the building line has public access pavement to 2 sided so options are 
limited 

During a renovation we decided to install an underfloor heating system to help heat the 
basement envelop and although it has helped and improved there still continues to be 
damp issues throughout 

Rascor  
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Louth County Council  

Section 5 Declaration 

 

Planning Ref:                                   S5 2026/60 

 

Applicant’s Name:                            Sean Mc Gorry 

  

Type of Application:                         Section 5 Declaration  

  

Question:                                         Is the alteration to the external façade (to 

improve the U Value rating and to prevent water 

ingress to the property as a result of the existing 

plasterwork becoming degraded over the 

years), using a spray render or SEAI approved 

insulation wrap and render to the exterior of the 

building exempted development under the 

Planning and Development Act and Regulations 

at No. 24, Barrack Street, Dundalk, Co. Louth 

exempted development? 

 

Site Location:                                    24 Barrack Street Dundalk, Co. Louth A91 

N2H) 

                                                        

Due Date:                           9th September 2026 

 

Report Date:  27th August 2026 

 

1. Site Location and Description 

A declaration has been sought in relation to the installation of external wall insulation 

to an end terrace house that fronts onto Barrack Street, Buttercrane Lane runs 

alongside the eastern boundary of the site.  The site is located on lands designated as 

‘C1 Mixed Use’ Lands.   

The works relate to the installation of external wall insulation to the front, rear and side 

of the building. 

The subject property is located within Architectural Conservation Area No. 23 Jocelyn 

Street / Seatown Place as set out in the Dundalk LAP 2025 – 2031.  

 

2. Planning History 

21/1073 Refused for Permission for the construction of a single storey extension to 

the rear of the dwelling house, for the conversion of the attic space to residential use 
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and for the installation of velux roof lights to same, for the change of use of the 

basement to a self contained studio apartment including new entrance porch to the 

rear, for the change of use of an existing two storey outbuilding to a self contained 

studio apartment including new entrance door and window onto Buttercrane Lane, 

for a new pedestrian entrance gate from the rear garden onto Buttercrane Lane and 

for associated site works. 

3.     Declaration Sought 

The applicant states within Question 7 of the application form that the question for 

determination is as follows: 

“Is the alteration to the external façade (to improve the U Value rating and to prevent 

water ingress to the property as a result of the existing plasterwork becoming 

degraded over the years), using a spray render or SEAI approved insulation wrap and 

render to the exterior of the building exempted development under the planning and 

development act and regulations at 24, Barrack Street, Dundalk, Co. Louth?”   

4. EIA Screening and Determination 

Council Directive 85/337/EEC (as amended) on the assessment of the effects of 

certain public and private projects on the environment (‘the EIA Directive’) is designed 

to ensure that projects likely to have significant effects on the environment are subject 

to a comprehensive assessment of their environmental effects prior to development 

consent being given. The latest amendments to the EIA Directive are provided under 

Directive 2014/52/EU and Circular letter PL 1/2017.  Based on information provided 

and having considered the nature, size and location of the development, there is no 

real likelihood of significant effects on the environment and as such as EIAR is not 

required.   

5. Appropriate Assessment 

Having regard to the nature and scale of the proposed development and the nature of 

the receiving environment, no appropriate assessment issues arise and it is not 

considered that the proposed development would be likely to have a significant effect 

individually or in combination with other plans or projects on a European site (Special 

Area of Conservation or Special Protected Area) and as such an Appropriate 

Assessment (Stage 2 AA) is not required. 

6. Legislative Context 

Article 6 of the Planning & Development Regulations (PDR) 2001 (as amended) 

states: 

Article 6 of the Planning & Development Regulations, 2001 (as amended) provides 

(subject to the restrictions in Article 9 PDR 2001) for the classes of exempted 

development under column 1 of Parts 1, 2 and 3 of Schedule 2, subject, where 
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applicable, to the conditions and limitations imposed upon such classes as set out in 

column 2.  

Planning Exemptions Planning & Development Regulations 2001 (as 

amended). 

Class 63: The addition of external wall insulation to a house and any necessary 

works to facilitate its installation. 

Conditions & Limitations:  

1. The thickness of external wall insulation shall not exceed 150 millimetres on the 
front, rear or gable walls of the building. 

2. The external wall insulation shall not encroach on any public road. 

3. The external wall insulation and related works shall not materially affect the external 

appearance of the structure so as to render the appearance inconsistent with the 

character of the structure and that of neighbouring structures. 

 

Restrictions on Exemption 

9. (1) Development to which article 6 relates shall not be exempted development for 

the purposes of the Act— 

 

(a) if the carrying out of such development would— 

(xii) further to the provisions of section 82 of the Act, consist of or comprise 

the carrying out of works to the exterior of a structure, where the structure 

concerned is located within an architectural conservation area or an area 

specified as an architectural conservation area in a development plan for the 

area or, pending the variation of a development plan or the making of a new 

development plan, in the draft variation of the development plan or the draft 

development plan and the development would materially affect the character 

of the area 

 

Planning and Development Act, 2024 

Section 2 

 

“development” means— 

(a) the carrying out of works— 

(i) on, in, over or under land, or 

(ii) on, in, over or under the maritime area, 

 

or 
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(b) the making of a material change in the use of— 

 

(i) land or any structure on land, or 

 

(ii) the sea, seabed or any structure, in the maritime area, 

 

and includes the reclamation of land in the nearshore area; 

 

 

“exempted development” means— 

 

(a) development of a class prescribed under section 9, or 

 

(b) development that is exempted development by virtue of section 152; 

 

“structure” means— 

 

(a) a building, edifice, construction, excavation, or other thing constructed or made on, 

in or under any land, or a maritime site, or any part thereof, or 

 

(b) the land or maritime site on, in or under which such building, edifice, construction, 

excavation, other thing or part is situated; 

 

“works” includes an act or operation— 

 

(a) of construction, excavation, demolition, extension, alteration, repair or renewal 

(including in relation to a protected structure, a proposed protected structure or a 

structure situated in an architectural conservation area), on, in, over or under land or 

a maritime site, 

 

(b) consisting of the application of plaster, paint, wallpaper, tiles or other material to 

the surface of a protected structure or proposed protected structure or the removal of 

plaster, paint, wallpaper, tiles or other material from such surface, and 

 

(c) consisting of the application of plaster, paint, wallpaper, tiles or other material to 

the exterior of a structure situated in an architectural conservation area or the removal 

of plaster, paint, wallpaper, tiles or other material from such exterior. 

 

Planning and Development Act 2000 (As amended) 
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Section 4(1)(h) provides for “Development consisting of the carrying out of works for 

the maintenance, improvement or other alteration of any structure, being works which 

affect only the interior of the structure or which do not materially affect the external 

appearance of the structure so as to render the appearance inconsistent with the 

character of the structure or of neighbouring structures”.  

 

7.     Assessment  

 

Does the proposal constitute development? 

 

Regard has been given to the definition of development in the Planning and 

Development Act as being “the carrying out of works on, in, over or under lands or the 

making of any material change in the use of any structures or other land.” 

 

Works “includes an act or operation— 

(a) of construction, excavation, demolition, extension, alteration, repair or renewal 

(including in relation to a protected structure, a proposed protected structure or a 

structure situated in an architectural conservation area), on, in, over or under land 

or a maritime site.” 

 

Proposed Works:  

The applicant has submitted details of the SEAI insulation wrap where he intends to 

apply an external  finish to improve the UValue and appearance of the property.  

The property was built circa 1850 and is hard to heat given the plaster is porous and 

walls are damp. There are two options the applicant propose to use:-  

 

1. Corksol Treatment  

2. Wrapping using SEAI approved Wrap. 

 

The Corksol Spray Cork is a sustainable multi layer coating material suitable for 

exterior surfaces. It is spray applied in a seamless thin layer. It is 4 – 6 mm thick and 

will have a lifespan warranty of 25 years. Two layers will be required so in essence 12 

mm deep will be the insulation. 

 

The other SEAI approved wrap ‘KORE’ Insulation is a 100 mm insulation wrap. It is 

coloured white or Silver. This equates to circa circa 4 inches being proposed onto the 

external fabric of No. 24 Barrack Street. No 24 is part of a pair of similar house types 

and putting 100 mm or 4 inches has the potential to impact upon the character of No. 

22 Barrack street. 
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The proposal is deemed to comprise of works, therefore constituting development.    

 

Does the proposal constitute exempted development? 

Regard has been given to the definition of development in the Planning and 

Development Act 2024 as being “the carrying out of works on, in, over or under lands 

or the making of any material change in the use of any structures or other land.” 

 

Works “includes an act or operation— 

(a) of construction, excavation, demolition, extension, alteration, repair or renewal 

(including in relation to a protected structure, a proposed protected structure or a 

No 22 Barrack street  No 24 Barrack street 
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structure situated in an architectural conservation area), on, in, over or under land 

or a maritime site.” 

 

The proposals are deemed to comprise of repair, renewal and alterations, therefore 

constituting development.    

 

The proposed works i.e. insulation with Corksol Spray Cork applied with two layers 

c.12 mm deep is considered exempted development as this finish falls within the scope 

of Section 4(1)(h) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) as it can 

be categorised as being development consisting of the carrying out of works for the 

maintenance, improvement or other alteration of any structure, being works which do 

not materially affect the external appearance of the structure so as to render the 

appearance inconsistent with the character of the structure or of neighbouring 

structures. 

 

The proposed works i.e. insulation with Wrapping using SEAI approved Wrap circa 

100 mm deep or 4 inches in depth when viewed together with the front façade of No. 

22 Barrack Street has the potential to adversely impact upon the character of the front 

façade of No. 22 Barrack street, given the thickness proposed and cannot be therefore 

be considered under Section 4(1)(h) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as 

amended) as the carrying out of works for the maintenance, improvement or other 

alteration of any structure, will materially affect the external appearance of the 

structure so as to render the appearance inconsistent with the character of the 

structure or of neighbouring structures. 

 

Class 63 as such is therefore not considered an appropriate exemption for the 

application of the SEAI approved Wrap circa 100 mm deep as one of the limitations to 

this Class 63 is that it shall not materially affect the external appearance of the 

structure so as to render the appearance inconsistent with the character of the 

structure and that of neighbouring structures. 

8.     Recommendation 

Having regard to the foregoing and having regard to the relevant provisions of the 

Planning & Development Act, 2000 (as amended), it is considered that the proposed 

works involving the application of external wall insulation with render finish to the 

existing external walls at 24, Barrack Street Dundalk A91 N2H0, constitutes 

development within the meaning of Section 2 of the Planning & Development Act 

2024) but is exempt development having regard to section 4(1)(h) of the Planning & 

Development Act 2000 (as amended)and Class 63 Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the 

Principal Regulations 2001 (as amended). 
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WHEREAS a question as to whether the application of external wall insulation with 

render finish to the existing external walls at 24, Barrack Street, Dundalk, Co. Louth is 

or is not development and is or is not exempted development, 

 

AND WHEREAS the said question was referred to Louth County Council by Sean Mc 

Gorry on 21st August 2026, 

 

AND WHEREAS Louth County Council in considering this reference, had regard 

reference particularly to – 

a) The definition of “development” in Section 2 of the Planning and Development 

Act, 2024, 

b) Section 4(1)(h) of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended), 

c) Amendment of Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the Principal Regulations 2001 (as 

amended) - Class 63  

d) Plans and particulars forwarded to the Planning Authority on 21st August 2026, 

e) The planning history of the site. 

 

AND WHEREAS Louth County Council has concluded on the basis of the information 

submitted that  

a) The works are considered to constitute “development” under Section 2 of 

the Planning and Development Act, 2024, 

b) The carrying out of works is for the maintenance/improvement of 24, 

Barrack Street Dundalk,  

c) The proposed works i.e. insulation with Corksol Spray Cork (or similar) 

applied with two layers c.12 mm deep does not materially affect the external 

appearance of 24, Barrack street Dundalk so as to render the appearance 

inconsistent with the character of the structure or of neighbouring structures, 

and thus the proposed works are exempt development under Class 63 and 

Section 4(1)(h). 

d) The proposed works i.e. insulation with Wrapping using SEAI approved 

Wrap circa 100 mm deep will materially affect the external appearance of 

24, Barrack street Dundalk so as to render the appearance inconsistent with 

the character of the structure or of neighbouring structures, and thus is not 

considered exempt development under section 4(1)(h). 

 

NOW THEREFORE Louth County Council in exercise of the powers conferred on it by 

Section 5(2)(a) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended), hereby 

decides that the application of external wall insulation with render finish to the existing 

external walls at 24, Barrack Street, Dundalk, Co. Louth so as to improve U Value 
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rating and to prevent water ingress to the property using a Corksol Spray Cork (or 

similar) applied with two layers c.12 mm deep is development and is exempted 

development. 

 

NOW THEREFORE Louth County Council in exercise of the powers conferred on it by 

Section 5(2)(a) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended), hereby 

decides that the application of external wall insulation with render finish to the existing 

external walls at 24, Barrack Street, Dundalk, Co. Louth so as to improve U Value 

rating and to prevent water ingress to the property using SEAI approved Wrap circa 

100 mm deep, is development and is not exempted development. 

 

      
_________________                                         ________________________ 

Declan Conlon     David Hall  

Executive Planner     A/Senior Executive Planner 

Date: 31st August 2026              Date: 31st August 2026  

 

 

 

_____________ 

Turlough King 

A/ Senior Planner 

Date:  2nd September 2026  

 



     LOUTH COUNTY COUNCIL 
 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S ORDER 
 

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT ACT 2000 ( as amended) 
 

Section 5 Exempted Development 
 
 
Chief Executive’s Order No:  672B2026 

 
Reference No:     S5 2026/60 
 
Date Application Received: 21/08/2026 
 
Description of Development:                Whether the alteration to the external 

façade (to improve the U Value 
rating and to prevent water ingress 
to the property as a result of the 
existing plasterwork becoming 
degraded over the years), using a 
spray render or SEAI approved 
insulation wrap and render to the 
exterior of the building exempted 
development under the Planning and 
Development Act and Regulations at 
No. 24, Barrack Street, Dundalk, Co. 
Louth exempted development? 

 
Name of Applicant:   Sean T McGorry 
Location of Development No. 24, Barrack Street, Dundalk, Co. 

Louth 
 
WHEREAS a question as to whether the application of external wall insulation 
with render finish to the existing external walls at 24, Barrack Street, Dundalk, 
Co. Louth is or is not development and is or is not exempted development, 

 
AND WHEREAS the said question was referred to Louth County Council by 

Sean Mc Gorry on 21st August 2026 

 
AND WHEREAS Louth County Council in considering this reference, had 

regard reference particularly to – 

a) The definition of “development” in Section 2 of the Planning and 

Development Act, 2024, 

b) Section 4(1)(h) of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as 

amended), 

c) Amendment of Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the Principal Regulations 2001 

(as amended) - Class 63  

d) Plans and particulars forwarded to the Planning Authority on 21st August 

2026, 

e) The planning history of the site. 



LCP Order No. 672B/2026        Reference No: S5 2026/60 
 
AND WHEREAS Louth County Council has concluded on the basis of the 

information submitted that  

(i) The works are considered to constitute “development” under Section 

2 of the Planning and Development Act, 2024, 

(ii) The carrying out of works is for the maintenance/improvement of 24, 

Barrack Street Dundalk,  

(iii) The proposed works i.e. insulation with Corksol Spray Cork (or 

similar) applied with two layers c.12 mm deep does not materially 

affect the external appearance of 24, Barrack street Dundalk so as 

to render the appearance inconsistent with the character of the 

structure or of neighbouring structures, and thus the proposed works 

are exempt development under Class 63 and Section 4(1)(h). 

(iv) The proposed works i.e. insulation with Wrapping using SEAI 

approved Wrap circa 100 mm deep will materially affect the external 

appearance of 24, Barrack street Dundalk so as to render the 

appearance inconsistent with the character of the structure or of 

neighbouring structures, and thus is not considered exempt 

development under section 4(1)(h). 

 
NOW THEREFORE Louth County Council in exercise of the powers conferred 

on it by Section 5(2)(a) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as 

amended), hereby decides that the application of external wall insulation with 

render finish to the existing external walls at 24, Barrack Street, Dundalk, Co. 

Louth so as to improve U Value rating and to prevent water ingress to the 

property using a Corksol Spray Cork (or similar) applied with two layers c.12 

mm deep is development and is exempted development. 

 

NOW THEREFORE Louth County Council in exercise of the powers conferred 

on it by Section 5(2)(a) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as 

amended), hereby decides that the application of external wall insulation with 

render finish to the existing external walls at 24, Barrack Street, Dundalk, Co. 

Louth so as to improve U Value rating and to prevent water ingress to the 

property using SEAI approved Wrap circa 100 mm deep, is development and 

is not exempted development. 

 

ORDER: In pursuance of the powers conferred upon the Council by the 
above Act, I concur with the above recommendation and I hereby direct that a 
Declaration of Exemption be: 
 
GRANTED for the application of external wall insulation with render finish to the 
existing external walls at 24, Barrack Street, Dundalk, Co. Louth so as to 
improve U Value rating and to prevent water ingress to the property using a 
Corksol Spray Cork (or similar) applied with two layers c.12 mm deep 
 
and 
 



LCP Order No. 672B/2026        Reference No: S5 2026/60 
 
REFUSED for the application of external wall insulation with render finish to the 
existing external walls at 24, Barrack Street, Dundalk, Co. Louth so as to 
improve U Value rating and to prevent water ingress to the property using SEAI 
approved Wrap circa 100 mm deep) as detailed on the plans and particulars 
submitted on 21st August 2026. 
 
 
 
Signed:  ___________________    Date: 02/09/2026 

Turlough King 
 A/Senior Planner   
 

To whom this function has been delegated in accordance with the 
provisions of Section 154 of the Local Government Act, 2001 by Order 
No. CE.S 380/26 dated 31st day of July 2026. 



 
 
 
 
Sean T McGorry 
24 Barrack Street 
Dundalk 
Co Louth 
A91 N2H0 
 
 
2nd September 2026       

 
           

Re:    Ref. S5 2026/60 
 
Application for Declaration of “Exempted Development” Part 1, Section 

5 Planning & Development Act, 2000 (as amended) as to ‘Whether the 

alteration to the external façade (to improve the U Value rating and to 

prevent water ingress to the property as a result of the existing 

plasterwork becoming degraded over the years), using a spray render 

or SEAI approved insulation wrap and render to the exterior of the 

building exempted development under the Planning and Development 

Act and Regulations at No. 24, Barrack Street, Dundalk, Co. Louth 

exempted development?” 

 
Dear Sir/Madam, 

 
I wish to acknowledge receipt of your application received on 21st August 
2026 in relation to the above.  Having assessed all information and enclosures 
received with the application, the Planning Authority wishes to advise as 
follows: - 
 
WHEREAS a question as to whether the application of external wall insulation 
with render finish to the existing external walls at 24, Barrack Street, Dundalk, 
Co. Louth is or is not development and is or is not exempted development, 
  
AND WHEREAS the said question was referred to Louth County Council by 

Sean Mc Gorry on 21st August 2026 

 
AND WHEREAS Louth County Council in considering this reference, had 

regard reference particularly to – 

(a) The definition of “development” in Section 2 of the Planning and 

Development Act, 2024, 

 

 

 

 



(b) Section 4(1)(h) of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as 

amended), 

(c) Amendment of Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the Principal Regulations 2001 

(as amended) - Class 63  

(d) Plans and particulars forwarded to the Planning Authority on 21st 

August 2026, 

(e) The planning history of the site. 

 
AND WHEREAS Louth County Council has concluded on the basis of the 

information submitted that  

a) The works are considered to constitute “development” under 

Section 2 of the Planning and Development Act, 2024, 

b) The carrying out of works is for the maintenance/improvement of 

24, Barrack Street Dundalk,  

c) The proposed works i.e. insulation with Corksol Spray Cork (or 

similar) applied with two layers c.12 mm deep does not materially 

affect the external appearance of 24, Barrack street Dundalk so as 

to render the appearance inconsistent with the character of the 

structure or of neighbouring structures, and thus the proposed 

works are exempt development under Class 63 and Section 

4(1)(h). 

d) The proposed works i.e. insulation with Wrapping using SEAI 

approved Wrap circa 100 mm deep will materially affect the 

external appearance of 24, Barrack street Dundalk so as to render 

the appearance inconsistent with the character of the structure or 

of neighbouring structures, and thus is not considered exempt 

development under section 4(1)(h). 

 

NOW THEREFORE Louth County Council in exercise of the powers 

conferred on it by Section 5(2)(a) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 

(as amended), hereby decides that the application of external wall insulation 

with render finish to the existing external walls at 24, Barrack Street, Dundalk, 

Co. Louth so as to improve U Value rating and to prevent water ingress to the 

property using a Corksol Spray Cork (or similar) applied with two layers c.12 

mm deep is development and is exempted development. 

 

NOW THEREFORE Louth County Council in exercise of the powers 

conferred on it by Section 5(2)(a) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 

(as amended), hereby decides that the application of external wall insulation 

with render finish to the existing external walls at 24, Barrack Street, Dundalk, 

Co. Louth so as to improve U Value rating and to prevent water ingress to the 

property using SEAI approved Wrap circa 100 mm deep, is development and 

is not exempted development. 

 
 
 



In Summary 
 

A Declaration of Exemption is hereby: 
 
GRANTED for the application of external wall insulation with render finish to 
the existing external walls at 24, Barrack Street, Dundalk, Co. Louth so as to 
improve U Value rating and to prevent water ingress to the property using a 
Corksol Spray Cork (or similar) applied with two layers c.12 mm deep 
 
A Declaration of Exemption is hereby: 
 
REFUSED for the application of external wall insulation with render finish to 
the existing external walls at 24, Barrack Street, Dundalk, Co. Louth so as to 
improve U Value rating and to prevent water ingress to the property using 
SEAI approved Wrap circa 100 mm deep) as detailed on the plans and 
particulars submitted on 21st August 2026. 
 
This decision may be referred by you to An Coimisiún Pleanála for 
review within 4 weeks of the date of this letter subject to the payment of 
the appropriate fee.  
 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

Brian Duffy 
     

Brian Duffy 
Planning Section 




