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Minutes of Annual Budget Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governor’s House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday 20th December, 2010 at 7.00pm

In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:    The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell



Councillors:      K. Callan, M. Coogan, R. Culhane,



                           A. Donohoe, F. Gallagher, F. Maher, I. Munster, 



                           G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.

OFFICIALS:


                         Mr. C. Murray, County Manager





                         Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk





                         Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer





                         Ms. B.Woods, Head of Finance





                         Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer





                         Ms. R. McAuley, Financial Management Accountant





                         Ms. M. Whearty, Administrative Officer.





                         Ms. B. O’Reilly, Administrative Officer

196/10
Annual Budget for Year Ending 31st December, 2011
Mr. C. Murray, County Manager, outlined the main provisions with regard to the Budget 2011, including the following:
Construction of 50 new dwellings at Mell

Construction of a new Primary School on behalf of the Department of Education at Ballymakenny Road.
Commencement of Phase 2 of the Tholsel

Re-development of the Lourdes Stadium

Continuation of pre-development work on the Drogheda Civic & Education Quarter

Adoption of the Drogheda Development Plan with key opportunity sites at the heart of the town

Business Incentive Scheme

2% reduction proposed in Commercial Rates

Retaining the charge for on street carparking at €1.30 per hour, but proposal to increase the daily charge of all day car parks by €1 per day.

The County Manager concluded by thanking the Mayor, Councillor P. Bell and Members of Drogheda Borough Council for their assistance and support during the year and recommended the adoption of the Budget.

197/10

Housing and Building Budget Proposals.
A presentation was given by Ms. Joan Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk on the Housing and Building Programme for 2011 (copy of presentation attached).   The following points were raised by the Members:
Number of units requiring the installation of central heating.
Attic and Cavity Insulations

Disabled Persons Grants

Maintenance of Housing stock

Windows and Doors Replacement

Housing Estate Management

Reletting of houses

Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk and Ms. Mary T. Daly responded to the various queries raised by the Members

198/10
Road Transportation and Safety Budget Proposals.
A presentation was given by Ms. Joan Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk (copy of presentation attached)   The following points were raised by the Members:

Beechgrove Roundabout
Pedestrian Crossing at MI Retail Park

Provision of Ramps

Winter Maintenance 

Grove Hill

Appointment of Contractors for roadworks
Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk and Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer responded to the various queries raised by the Members.

199/10
Water Services Budget Proposals
A presentation was given by Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk (copy of presentation attached)   The following points were raised by the Members:
Water Conservation Programme

Water Supply to houses

Leak detection

Public Conveniences

Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk and Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer responded to the various queries raised by the Members.

200/10
Development Management Budget Proposals
A presentation was given by Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk (copy of presentation attached).    
201/10

Environmental Services
A presentation was given by Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk (copy of presentation attached).    

The following points were raised by the Members:

Operation of Street Cleaning Service

Further development of allotments

Recycling Facilities Operations

Fire Service

Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk responded to the queries raised.

202/10
Recreation and Amenity Budget Proposals.

A presentation was given by Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk (copy of presentation attached).    The following points were raised by the Members:
Leisure Facilities Operation

Playing Pitches

Droichead Arts Centre

Musician in Residence

Sports Centre donated by Coca Cola

Phase 2 of the Tholsel

Bus Bays in the vicinity of the Tourist Office

Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk responded to the queries raised.

203/10

Miscellaneous Services Budget Proposals. 
A presentation was given by Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk (copy of presentation attached).    The following point was raised by the Members:
Refunds and Irrecoverable Rates

Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk responded to the queries raised.

204/10

Conference Allocation
On the proposal of Councillor I. Munster and seconded by Councillor M. Coogan approval was given by the Members to the transfer of the sum of €14,300 from the Conference Allocation to the Members Allocation.

205/10

Adoption of Budget for year ending 31st December, 2011.

Proposed by Councillor A. Donohoe,

Seconded by Councilor R. Culhane

To consider, and subject to the provisions of Section 103 of the Local Government Act, 2001, to pass a resolution adopting the Draft Budget for 2011 (or Draft Budget as amended) and to pass a resolution determining in accordance with the said Draft Budget as set out in Tables A, B, and C the annual rate on valuation to be levied for the several purposes specified in the said Draft Budget for the financial  year ending on 31st Day of December, 2011.
A roll call was taken on the proposal which resulted as follows:

For:                     Councillors:    P. Bell, K. Callan, R. Culhane, A. Donohoe, F. Maher

                                                     G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh.                                =    8

Against:              Councillors:    M.Coogan, F. Gallagher, I. Munster, D. Wilton                 =    4
The Budget for 2011 was then declared to be adopted.

This concluded the business of the Meeting.

                                             _______________________________________

                                                                            MAYOR
Comhairle Bhuirg Dhroichead Átha
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