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Minutes of Annual Budget Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governor’s House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday 17th December, 2012 at 7.00pm

In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:    The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell

 
 






Councillors:       L. Bell Woods, K. Callan, M. Coogan, R. Culhane,



                           A. Donohoe, F. Gallagher, F. Maher, I. Munster, 



                           M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.

OFFICIALS:


                         Ms. J. Martin, County Manager




                         Ms. B.Woods, Head of Finance





                         Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer





                         Ms. R. McAuley, Financial Management Accountant

                       
                                         Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer

           



                         Ms. B. O’Reilly, Administrative Officer

239/12
Annual Budget for Year Ending 31st December, 2013.
Ms. J. Martin, County Manager, noted the achievements made during 2012 which included the opening of Fr. Kevin Connolly Lourdes Stadium, staging of the National Famine Commemoration events, Celebration of the 600th Anniversary of the Unification of Drogheda, completion of 50 houses in Phase 1 of Boice Court, Mell, Winning of a Gold Medal in National Tidy Towns for the 5th year in succession..  She  also acknowledged the contribution made by the staff with reduced resources.
The County Manager thanked the Mayor, Councillor P. Bell and Members of Drogheda Borough Council for their assistance and support during the year and recommended the adoption of the Budget.

240/12
Housing and Building.
A presentation was given by Ms. Joan Martin, County Manager, on the Housing and Building Programme for 2012 (copy of presentation attached).    Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised by the Members on leasing agreements, housing maintenance, installation of windows and doors, and central heating, 
241/12
Road Transportation and Safety 
A presentation was given by Ms. Joan Martin, County Manager (copy of presentation attached).   

Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, responded to queries raised by the Members on the walking and cycling strategy, low cost safety measures.
.

242/12
Water Services 
A presentation was given by Ms. J. Martin, County Manager (copy of presentation attached)   The following points were raised by the Members:
Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer responded to queries raised by the Members on North Quay rehabilitation, and water leaks.
243/12
Development Management 
A presentation was given by Ms. J. Martin, County Manager (copy of presentation attached).    
Ms. J. Martin, County Manager responded to queries raised by the Members in relation to Drogheda Economic Strategy, and Planning Enforcement.
244/12
Environmental Services
A presentation was given by Ms. J. Martin, County Manager (copy of presentation attached).    

Ms. J. Martin, County Manager responded to the queries raised by the members in relation to the Recycling budget.
245/12
Recreation and Amenity.

A presentation was given by Ms. J. Martin, County Manager (copy of presentation attached).    The following points were raised by the Members:
Ms. J. Martin, County Manager and Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, responded to the queries raised by the Members in relation to the Skateboard Park, Fr. Kevin Connolly Lourdes Stadium.
246/12
Miscellaneous Services 
A presentation was given by Ms. J. Martin, County Manager (copy of presentation attached).  
Councillor I. Munster proposed and Councillor F. Maher seconded that the budget for Members Conferences be transferred to Members Community Grants Scheme Allocations 

A discussion took place on the proposal of Councillor K. Callan which was seconded by Councillor R. Culhane that the rates are not reduced by 1.5% and that this saving be ring fenced as a rebate scheme.
Councillor A. Donohoe proposed and Councillor M. O’Dowd seconded that the Budget as presented be adopted.

247/12
Adoption of Budget for year ending 31st December, 2013.

Proposed by Councillor A. Donohoe,

Seconded by Councilor M. O’Dowd
To consider, and subject to the provisions of Section 103 of the Local Government Act, 2001, to pass a resolution adopting the Draft Budget for 2013 (or Draft Budget as amended) and to pass a resolution determining in accordance with the said Draft Budget as set out in Tables A, B, and C the annual rate on valuation to be levied for the several purposes specified in the said Draft Budget for the financial  year ending on 31st Day of December, 2013
A roll call was taken on the proposal which resulted as follows:

For:            Councillors:  The Mayor P. Bell, L. Bell Woods, K.Callan
                                           R. Culhane, A. Donohoe, F. Maher, M. O’Dowd,          =  7
Against:     Councillors:   M.Coogan, F. Gallagher, I. Munster, 




        K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton                                               =    5
The Budget for 2013 was then declared to be adopted.

248/12
Adoption of Drogheda Borough Council 2013 – 2015 Capital Programme.

Councillor Ken O’Heiligh proposed that a provision be made in the budget for the Skatepark. The County Manager clarified that it had been outlined by the Group that no funding would be required from the Council for the Skatepark. Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, outlined that the priority for the Group for the provision of a skatepark for 2013 would be the site suitability and planning and that the Council during 2013 would give every assistance to the Skatepark Group in the making of a grant application under Sports Capital to the Department of Transport Sports and Tourism.   
Proposed by the Mayor, Councillor P. Bell,

Seconded by Councillor A. Donohoe 

To Consider Drogheda Borough Council 2013 – 2015 Capital Programme subject to the provisions of Section 135 (1) of the Local Government Act, 2001.
A roll call was taken on the proposal which resulted as follows:

For:         The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell, Councillors L. Bell Woods, K. Callan,

                 M. Coogan, R. Culhane, A. Donohoe, F. Maher, I. Munster, 



     M. O’Dowd, D. Wilton                                                                                             = 10

Against:   Councillors F. Gallagher, K. O’Heiligh                                                                   =   2

The Capital Programme for 2013 – 2015 was adopted.
249/12
Condolences

The Mayor and Members passed a vote of sympathy with the family of the late Mr. Paddy Lavin, former Louth County Manager.
                                             _______________________________________

                                                                            MAYOR
Comhairle Bhuirg Dhroichead Átha
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