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Executive Summary 
 
 

Strategic Environmental Assessment – An Overview 
 
The purpose of the European Union Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Directive (2001 / 42 / EC) is to ensure that the 
environmental consequences of certain plans and programmes are identified, assessed and mitigated during the preparation and before 
the adoption of the plans and projects. 
 
The SEA Directive applies to the preparation or review of plans and programmes, the first formal preparatory act of which takes place on or 
after 21 July 2004. The Planning and Development Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Regulations 2004 (S.I. 435 of 2004) 
transpose into Irish law the requirements of the SEA Directive. These regulations deal with the transposition in respect of the land-use 
planning sector. The SEA Regulations stipulate that SEA is mandatory for certain plans while screening for SEA is required for other plans 
that fall below the specified thresholds. 
 

Ardee Village and Local Area Plan 
 

Ardee is located some 20km south west of Dundalk and 20km north west of Drogheda on the intersection of the N2 Dublin – Derry Route 
and N52 Ardee to Nenagh. The N33 Ardee link road provides direct access from Ardee to the M1 motorway. Ardee is thus strategically 
placed with regard to road accessibility and transport both nationally and regionally. The River Dee traverses the southern part of the town. 
 
Ardee with an estimated population of 4,700, is the third largest town in County Louth after Dundalk (population 35,085*) and Drogheda 
(population 30,303*). The accessibility of Ardee to Dublin and its proximity to Drogheda and Dundalk has had a significant influence on the 
development of the town over the last decade.  
 
The rate at which the town’s population increased between 2002 and 2006, some 20.7%, slowed down significantly, to 5.3% between 2006 
and the present. It is envisaged that given the current economic climate, the number of properties for sale and the departure of immigrants 
that the population will continue to grow at a much slower rate or stabilise. The Louth County Development Plan 2009 - 2015 has allocated 
a projected target population for Ardee of 4,700 persons. 
 
Ardee’s primary function is as a local service centre providing retail, health, education, community facilities and employment for its own 
population and an extensive hinterland.   
 
Under Section 19(1)(b) of the Planning and Development Act as amended it is stated that a local plan shall be made in respect of an area 
which is designated a town; has a population in excess of 2,000 and is situated within the functional area of a planning authority which is a 
county council. Ardee falls within this category of settlement and hence a statutory plan was prepared in 2003 – the Ardee Local Area Plan 
2003 – 2009. This Plan is being reviewed and a new local plan for the period 2010 – 2016 prepared. 
. 
The local area plan will provide a framework for future development and facilitate the appropriate assessment of development applications 
in the area. It is intended that Ardee will continue to develop in a coordinated manner appropriate to the existing character (natural and 
built) and landscape setting of the town while reflecting the needs of the local community.  
 

SEA Screening of the Ardee Local Ardee Plan 
 
Screening for SEA is required with the preparation of the Ardee Local Area Plan 2010-2016. There are a number of articles and schedules 
contained in the SEA regulations that deal with SEA and local area plans - articles 14A to 14J and schedules 2A and 2B. Screening of the 
Ardee Local Area Plan has been carried out in accordance with Schedule 2A of the Planning and Development (SEA) Regulations 2004. 

 

Need for a SEA 
 
Louth County Council considers that, on the basis of the assessment undertaken thus far, a full SEA would not be required for the 
preparation of the Ardee Local Area Plan, given the relatively limited anticipated growth of Ardee village and the likelihood that significant 
environmental effects will not arise.  
 
This report provides the relevant environmental authorities with the means to provide Louth County Council with their recommendation on 
whether the preparation of the Ardee Local Area Plan warrants SEA. The detailed basis for this assessment is presented in the main body 
of the screening report. 
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1.0 Introduction 
 

1.1 Purpose of Strategic Environmental Assessment 
 
The purpose of the European Union Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Directive (2001 / 42 / EC) is to ensure that the 
environmental consequences of certain plans and programmes are identified, assessed and mitigated during the preparation and before 
the adoption of the plans and projects. 
 
The SEA Directive applies to the preparation or review of plans and programmes, the first formal preparatory act of which takes place on or 
after 21 July 2004. The Planning and Development Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Regulations 2004 (S.I. 435 of 2004) 
transpose into Irish law the requirements of the SEA Directive. These regulations deal with the transposition in respect of the land-use 
planning sector. The SEA Regulations stipulate that SEA is mandatory for certain plans while screening for SEA is required for other plans 
that fall below the specified thresholds. 
 
The Planning and Development (Strategic Environmental Assessment) Regulations (S.I.) No 436 of 2004), require that Strategic 
Environmental Assessment (SEA) be carried out in respect of Regional Planning Guidelines; City and County Development Plans; 
Development Plans by Town Councils, where the population of the area is 10,000 persons or more; Local Area Plans (LAPs) for areas with 
a population of 10,000 persons or more, and Planning Schemes in respect of Strategic Development Zones. 
 

1.2 Purpose of Screening Report 
 
Screening is the process for deciding whether a particular plan (development plan or LAP) (where the population involved is less than 
10,000 persons) or a variation to a plan, would be likely to have significant effects on the environment, and would thus warrant SEA. The 
SEA Regulations 2004 require case-by-case screening of such plans and variations based on the criteria set out in Schedule 2A of the 
Planning and Development Regulations 2001. These criteria must be considered when determining the likely significant effects on the 
environment caused by development proposals in a particular plan. This report sets out the screening process followed by Louth County 
Council in its assessment of the likely significant effects on the environment that may be caused through the implementation of a Local 
Area 
Plan for Ardee 2010 - 2016. 
 

1.3 Ardee: Location and Context 
 
Ardee is located some 20km south west of Dundalk and 20km north west of Drogheda on the intersection of the N2 Dublin – Derry Route 
and N52 Ardee to Nenagh Road. The N33 Ardee link road provides direct access from Ardee to the M1 motorway. Ardee is thus 
strategically placed with regard to road accessibility and transport both nationally and regionally. The River Dee traverses the southern part 
of the town. 
 
The pattern of development is linear in form, formed by Market Street and Castle Street running north-south, to which a number of streets 
are aligned at right angles. The burgage plot pattern survives well along both sides of Market Street and a number of narrow lanes which 
may have separated medieval houses, are present. Buildings such as Ardee Castle and Hatches Castle, which date back to the 15th 
Century, together with the street pattern, give Ardee a distinctive medieval form that adds to the town’s attractiveness and unique character. 
 
Under Section 19(1)(b) of the Planning and Development Act, as amended, it is stated that a local plan shall be made in respect of an area 
which is designated a town; has a population in excess of 2,000 and is situated within the functional area of a planning authority which is a 
county council. Ardee falls within this category of settlement and hence a statutory plan was prepared in 2003 –the Ardee Local Area Plan 
2003 – 2009. This Plan is being reviewed and a new local plan for the period 2010 – 2016 prepared. 
 
Ardee had a total population of 4,301 persons in 2006 according to the Census of Population 2006. This represented a 20.7% rise in 
population since the 2002 Census which recorded a population of 3,568. This was mainly as a result of commuter derived demand for 
residential development facilitated by the improved road infrastructure created during this period. Between 2006 and January 2010, it is 
estimated that the population increased at a somewhat lower rate of 5.3%.by a further 232 persons to a total of 4,533,  
 

1.4 Ardee and the County Louth Settlement Hierarchy 
 
Ardee town is placed on the second tier of the county settlement strategy as set out in the County Development Plan 2009 – 2015. It is the 
policy of the Louth County Development Plan 2009 – 2015 to ‘promote the development of Ardee as a medium sized town for urban 
strengthening to serve the needs of the local community and drive development within the locality’. 
 
A population increase of 399 persons is allocated to Ardee giving it a target population of 4,700 for the year 2016.  
 
 

1.5 Ardee Local Area Plan 
 
Louth County Council the planning authority for the administrative area of county Louth, is preparing a Local Area Plan for Ardee under Part 
II, Section 18 of the Planning and Development Act, as amended.  
 
The Louth County Development Plan 2009 – 2015 (prepared under the provisions of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as 
amended) is the current overarching Plan for the area.  
 
The local plan area covers the statutory boundary of the town of Ardee and includes the townlands of Ardee, Townparks, Rathgory, 
Mulladrillen, Dawsons Demesne, Cappocksgreen, Riverstown, Stoneylane, Glebe and Mullameelan. The plan shall be entitled the “Ardee 
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Local Area Plan” and shall operate for a period of six years from the date of its adoption, or until the plan is varied or a new plan is made. It 
replaces the Ardee Local Area Plan 2003 – 2009. 
 

1.6 Purpose of the Ardee Local Area Plan 
 
Ardee with an estimated population of 4,700, is the third largest town in County Louth after Dundalk (population 35,085*) and Drogheda 
(population 30,303*). The accessibility of Ardee to Dublin by reason of its strategic road infrastructure and its proximity to Drogheda and 
Dundalk has had a significant influence on the development of the town over the last decade. Ardee’s primary function is as a local service 
centre providing retail, health, education, community facilities and employment for its own population and an extensive hinterland.  Over the 
past decade its expansion has been based on demand for commuter driven residential. The rate at which the town’s population increased 
between 2002 and 2006, some 20.7% significantly slowed down between 2006 and now to 5.3%. It is envisaged that given the current 
economic climate, number of properties for sale and the departure of immigrants that the population will continue to grow at a much slower 
rate or stabilise. The Louth County Development Plan 2009 - 2015 has allocated a projected target population for Ardee of 4,700 persons. 
 
An assessment of the Ardee Local Area Plan 2003 -2009, shows that there are some 60 hectares of undeveloped residentially zoned lands 
within the plan boundaries which when developed could facilitate the growth of the population of Ardee to 10,000. Consequently there is no 
need to increase the residential zoning provision. 
 
To achieve balanced economic development in County Louth, the 2003 -2009 Plan addressed a scarcity of lands zoned for industry and 
employment generating activities. Additional lands were therefore zoned for these purposes. There are currently an estimated 70 hectares 
of undeveloped lands within the town boundary zoned for a variety of commercial, industrial and associated uses. There would not appear, 
at this stage, to be a need to zone any additional lands for these purposes over the period of the new plan. 
 
The plan aims to provide a framework for future development and facilitate the appropriate assessment of applications in the town. It is 
intended that Ardee will develop in a coordinated manner appropriate to the existing character (natural and built) and setting of the town 
while reflecting the needs of the local community.  
 
* 2006 Census of Population 

 

1.7 Need for SEA 
 
The local plan area covers the statutory boundary of the town of Ardee. This boundary has been used in determining whether there is a 
need the need for SEA with the preparation of the Ardee LAP (Appendix A).  
 
The main topics considered are: 
 

• Population:  
 

The target population for Ardee town for 2016 as set down in the Louth County Development Plan 2009 – 2016 is 4,700.  The plan 
area will therefore not exceed 10,000 people during the six year lifetime of the plan. 

 
 

• Sites of National or International Importance:  
 

The plan area encompasses one site of national importance, namely Ardee Woods (Red House) which is a proposed Natural 
Heritage Area. (Appendix B) 

 
In proximity to the plan area are (‘as the bird flies’: 
- Ardee Cutaway Bog (1.4km) – proposed Natural Heritage Area (pNHA) 
- Kildemock Marsh (3.2km) – proposed Natural Heritage Area (pNHA) 
- Stabannon – Braganstown (4.2km) – proposed Natural Heritage Area (pNHA) 
- Louth Hall (6km) – proposed Natural Heritage Area (pNHA) 
- Reaghstown Marsh(8.1km) – proposed Natural Heritage Area (pNHA) 
- Mellifont Abbey Woods (8.1km) – proposed Natural Heritage Area (pNHA) 
- Stabannan/Braganstown (4.2km) – Special Protection Area (SPA) 
- Dundalk Bay (13km) - Special Protection Area (SPA) 
- Dundalk Bay (13km) – Special Area of Conservation (SAC) 
- River Boyne and River Blackwater (xxkm) - (SAC) 

 
(Appendix C) 

 

• Local Natural Assets:  
 

1. The River Dee and adjoining passive recreational areas.  
2. Trees protected by Tree Preservation Orders (TPO1-Fox Covert; TPO2- Ardee Golf Club and TPO3 Red House) (Appendix 

D) 
3. Seven Champion trees in grounds of Red House as listed in the Tree Register of Ireland by the Tree Council of Ireland and 

the Irish Tree Society. 
4. Sites identified in The Ecology of Ardee –An Ecological Survey of the High Amenity Areas in Ardee, County Louth prepared 

on behalf of Ardee Tidy Towns Committee namely, i) Lands at St. Joseph’s and St. Bridget’s Hospitals; The Riverside Walk 
and Shortcut; The Railway Walk and the Wildlife & Sensory Garden. The latter is located outside the southern boundary of 
the plan area. (Appendix E) 

5. Trees of significance as identified in The Ecology of Ardee –An Ecological Survey of the High Amenity Areas in Ardee, 
County Louth. (The Old Rectory, Kells Road; Red House, Dundalk Road and The Woodlands at St. Joseph’s Hospital) 

6. Trees and Woodlands of Special Amenity Value as listed in 2003-2009 local area plan and Louth County Development Plan 
2009 – 2016. 

 

Ref Location 
TP 1 Red House, Dundalk Road 
TP 2 St. Joseph’s, Town Parks Road 
TP 3 St. Bridget’s Hospital, Kells Road 
TP 4 The Island, Bridge Street 
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TP 5 Moorehall and  Parochial House 
TP 6 Convent Grounds 
TP 7 The Old Rectory, Kells Road 

 

• Local Assets – Architectural and Archaeological:  
 
An Architectural Conservation Area covers the length of the main street and there are some ninety protected structures within the 
proposed plan boundaries.  (Appendix F) 
 
A wide Area of Special Archaeological Interest includes the entire town centre and extends eastwards. There are also some 31 
recorded monuments listed in the Record of Monuments and Places within the Plan area. (Appendix G) 
 

A Conservation and Management Plan for the Wall Town is currently being prepared. 
 
Accordingly, Louth County Council considers that on the basis of the assessment thus far, SEA is not required for the local area plan under 
the provisions of the SEA Regulations 2004. Nonetheless, a screening process is required to determine whether the local area plan is likely 
to have significant environmental effects and to facilitate the relevant environmental authorities with the means to provide Louth County 
Council with their recommendation on whether the preparation of a local area plan for Ardee warrants a SEA. 
 
The screening report is available to the public on the Louth County Council website at www.louthcoco.ie and from the Economic 
Development and Future Planning Section in County Buildings. 
 

2.0  Assessment in Terms of Schedule 2a of The Planning and 
Development (Strategic Environmental Assessment) Regulations 2004 
 

2.1 THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE PLAN HAVING REGARD IN PARTICULAR TO: 
 

2.1.1 The degree to which the plan sets a framework for projects and other activities, either with regard to the location, 
nature, size and operating conditions, or by allocating resources; 
 
The proposed plan will have land-use zoning objectives which will guide and provide a framework for any future development in the area. 
The local area plan will establish a statutory land use framework and identify areas for development and provide a development strategy 
outlining the location, nature, size, activities and operating conditions permissible in the area, which may require environmental mitigation 
measures. Thus the plan shall contain information on the likely significant effects on the environment of implementing the plan. 
 

2.1.2 The degree to which the plan influences other plans, including those in a hierarchy 
 
The proposed plan will provide specific land use zones in an area where development has been previously guided through the provisions of 
the Ardee Local Ardee Plan 2003 -2009 and the Louth County Development Plans. As the county plan is on a higher tier in the plan 
hierarchy, the proposed local area plan will be consistent with this plan and will therefore not have any adverse effects on the Louth County 
Development Plan. 
 
Ardee is situated to the south–west of County Louth in the administrative area of Louth County Council and is some 4 km from the border 
with Meath County Council. It is therefore considered that the Ardee local area plan will not impact on any other local authorities’ 
development plan or local area plan. 
 
Ardee sewage waste water treatment plant is located in the townland of Cappocksgreen to the east of the town, adjacent to the River Dee. 
The outflow, after treatment, flows into the River Dee which flows in a west to east direction out to Dundalk Bay. Louth County Council’s, 
Water Services Investment Programme 2010-2012 Assessment of Needs for Local Authorities details that it is proposed to upgrade the 

waste water treatment plant. The River Dee is included in the Neagh Bann River Basin District Management Plan. It is considered that the 

effects of the operation of the treatment plant (positive or negative) impacts on the Neagh Bann Basin District Management Plan. 

 
2.1.3 The relevance of the plan for the integration of environmental considerations, in particular with a view to 
promoting sustainable development 
 
The proposed plan will ensure that developments in the Ardee plan area will be carried out in a co-ordinated, sustainable manner that is 
sympathetic to the existing character of the area. The plan will be tailored to the specific needs and attributes of the area with due regard to 
over-arching planning and environmental policy and legislation. 
 
The plan will be consistent with the provisions of the National Development Plan 2007 - 2013, National Spatial Strategy (2002), Regional 
Planning Guidelines for the Border Area (under review) and the Louth County Development Plan 2009 – 2016.  
 
It will also have regard to other steering documents which will include but are not limited to: 

• National Biodiversity Plan 

• National Heritage Plan 

• National Sustainable Development Strategy 

• Water Framework Directive 2000/60/EC 

• Making Ireland Sustainable (2002) 

• Retail Planning Guidelines 

• Waste Management Plan for the North East Region 2005-2010 

• Louth Heritage Plan (2007-2011) 

• Biodiversity Plan for County Louth 2008-2012 

• Best Practice Urban Design Manual 

• Planning Guidelines on Sustainable Residential Development in Urban Areas 

• Retail Strategy for County Louth 2009 

• Flood Risk Guidelines for Local Authorities 

• SEA Directive and Guidelines 
 

2.1.4 Environmental problems relevant to the plan 
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Significant environmental problems have not been identified in relation to the proposed plan. Ardee’s town is public water scheme is 
sourced from the River Dee and wells. Under the Mid Louth Regional Water Supply Scheme the water treatment plant is to be upgraded to 
address quality and supply issues. 
 
It is proposed to upgrade the existing sewage treatment plant due to insufficient assimilative capacity of receiving waters. Works are 
programmed for construction in 2012. 
 

2.1.5 The relevance of the plan for the implementation of European Union Legislation on the environment (e.g. plans 
linked to waste management or water protection) 
 
The local area plan will be part of a hierarchy of plans. The local area plan shall be consistent with the Louth County Development Plan 
2009 – 2015. Issues relating to European Union Legislation on the environment are provided for in the Louth County Development Plan. 
The objectives and policies of the Ardee local area plan shall be consistent with the Louth County Development Plan. 
 

2.2 CHARACTERISTICS OF THE EFFECTS AND OF THE AREA LIKELY TO BE 
AFFECTED, HAVING REGARD, IN PARTICULAR, TO: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.2.1 The probability, duration, frequency and reversibility of the effects 
 
Given the significant areas of undeveloped zoned lands already zoned  for residential, commercial, industrial and other related uses it is not 
envisaged that there will be a need to zone additional lands. 
 
It is intended that the plan should last for a period of six years from the date of its adoption and will subsequently be reviewed every six 
years. Due to the provisions of the Planning and Development Act (as amended) Part II, Section 10 (8)9, zoning set out in the proposed 
plan may be amended through a variation or a subsequent plan. Although this section of the Act relates specifically to development plans, it 
is considered to apply by extension to local area plans, as local area plans must be consistent with the over-arching county development 
plan. 
 
The implementation of the Ardee Local Area Plan shall impact on the plan area in a phased manner throughout the lifetime of the plan and 
shall create an established development pattern for the future of the area. New structures shall be built, old structures of importance shall 
be protected, attributes of the environment and landscape shall be enhanced and protected and new facilities and amenities shall be 
provided. It is anticipated that the implementation of the Ardee Local Area Plan shall make a positive contribution to the area. 
 
The plan shall set out a development strategy that will support the sustainable development of Ardee whilst protecting the environment and 
providing adequate facilities and amenities for the local community. The plan will set out policies and objectives to mitigate any adverse 
impacts on the following: 
 
Human beings, flora, and fauna  
 
It is envisaged that the human population will increase due to natural growth and in-migration. This may cause development on agricultural 
land. There is often always be a loss of hedgerows and trees with development on agricultural land. This has an undesirable impact on the 
flora and fauna of the area. Louth County Council shall aim to mitigate the impacts of such losses through the creation of green corridors, 
protection of significant trees and promotion of landscaped and biodiversity-friendly areas within new and existing developments. 
 
Soil, water, air, climatic factors and landscape  
 
Soil, water, air and climatic factors are intrinsically linked and help shape the landscape. Protections of such features help maintain the 
unique landscape character of an area. The Plan shall contain objectives and policies that will protect the landscape setting of Ardee and 
environs and address loss of soil to building and increased run-off from building . 
 
Material assets  
 
Material assets include buildings, roads and architectural, archaeological and cultural heritage. Material assets are inherently linked to the 
landscape and are constantly evolving due to human and natural activity such as construction and flooding. It is envisaged that such 
activity will continue in Ardee town. The plan shall contain policies and objectives to enhance / improve the existing material assets whilst 
providing appropriate protection to the environment. 
 

 
2.2.2 The cumulative nature of the effects 
 
The limited anticipated growth of Ardee town will occur in a phased manner in compliance with the Settlement Strategy of the Louth County 
Development Plan 2010 -2016. Subsequently it is considered that there will not be any significant adverse cumulative effects on the 
environment with regard to the proposed plan. However it is anticipated that the provision of housing, employment opportunities and 
community facilities and amenities will attract more residents to the town and will thus lead to the further growth of the town over a period of 
time (longer than the life time of the local area plan). 
 

2.2.3 The trans-boundary nature of the effects 
 
Likely significant trans-boundary effects have not being identified in relation to the Ardee Local Area Plan 2010-2016. 
 

2.2.4 The risks to human health or the environment (e.g. due to accidents) 
 
The plan will include a development strategy that will mitigate impacts on human health and the environment caused by development 
envisaged in the plan. The plan will be in line with the Louth County Development Plan which includes mandatory objectives as stipulated 
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in Part II, Section 10(2) (k) 10 of the Planning and Development Act (as amended) in relation to the Seveso Agreement. The Ardee Plan 
Area does not include any SEVESO sites and as such, possible risks to human health or the environment due to accidents have not been 
identified. 
 

2.2.5 The magnitude and spatial extent of the effects (geographical area and size of population likely to be affected) 
 
The proposed plan will provide a framework plan for an area that has been subject to much development. The plan will accommodate 
residential units in line with the Settlement Strategy in the Louth County Development Plan. The implementation of the Ardee Local Area 
Plan will accommodate a moderate increase in population to accommodate local natural growth and in-migration. 
 

2.2.6 The value and vulnerability of the area likely to be affected due to; 
 
a) Special natural characteristics or cultural heritage 
 
There is considerable agricultural land within the town which contains significant hedgerows, some woodland and a wide variety of flora 
and fauna. There will often      be a loss of habitat when agricultural land is built upon by removal of grassland, flora, tree and hedgerow 
removal.  
 
An Architectural Conservation Area covers the length of the main street and there are some ninety protected structures within the proposed 
plan boundaries. All planning applications that occur within this area will be referred to the Conservation Officer and to the Department of 
Environment Heritage and Local Government (DoEHLG). The main threats to protected structures and ACAs would be from proposed 
adjoining developments external to the ACA that would not respect the character (important views and spaces, and the historic settlement 
pattern in terms of scale, height, grouping, density, design & materials of the existing buildings). There will often be pressure to demolish 
buildings of architectural significance. Such applications will be referred to Louth County Council Conservation Officer and the DoEHLG. 
 
The Ardee Local Area Plan will include appropriate objectives and policies to avoid the degradation of the area’s special natural and 
cultural characteristics. Significant likely effects on Ardee’s special natural characteristics or cultural heritage are not anticipated. 
 

b) Exceeded environmental quality standards or limit values 
 
The plan shall contain objectives and policies which will seek to reduce the overall 
impact of development in the area in order to protect the flora, fauna and unique landscape setting and features of the area. Exceeded 
environmental quality standards or limit values are not anticipated. 
 

c) Intensive land-use 
 
The plan shall contain land-use zoning objectives for the area, containing a development strategy of land-use and density objectives, 
design guidelines and building standards appropriate to the existing character of the area, with due regard to the Best Practice Urban 
Design Manual, Draft Planning Guidelines on Sustainable Residential Development in Urban Areas and Ardee’s position in the Louth 
County settlement hierarchy. The development strategy shall seek to reduce the potentially negative impacts of intensive land use that can 
arise in the absence of an appropriate tailored plan for the area. 

 
2.2.7 The effects on areas or landscapes which have recognised National, European Union or other International 
protection status 
 
The plan area encompasses one site of national importance, namely Ardee Woods (Red House) which is a proposed Natural Heritage 
Area.  Ardee is also located in proximity to the 10 other sites  which have National and European Union protection status as listed in 
paragraph 1.7 above. 
 
The plan shall contain appropriate objectives and policies which will reduce and mitigate any impact resulting from the implementation of 
the plan. It is envisaged that the plan will not have any significant likely adverse effects on areas or landscapes with National, European 
Union or other International protection status. 
 

3.0 Need for a SEA 
 
Louth County Council considers that on the basis of the scale of development envisaged and of the assessment undertaken thus far, 
whereby the specific context of the local area plan for Ardee has been assessed against the environmental significance criteria as outlined 
in Schedule 2A of the SEA Regulations 2004, the Ardee Local Area Plan will not have any significant likely effects on the environment and 
subsequently does not require SEA.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
4.0 Consultation Process 
 
4.1 Preparation of Draft Ardee Local Area Plan 2010 – 2016 
 
Louth County Council has commenced the public consultation process with regard to the preparation of the Ardee Local Area Plan 2010 -
2016. The public consultation process comprised, a public notice, an ‘Issues Paper’, a public consultation workshop and the invitation of 
written submissions.  
 
The issues raised during the pre-draft stage public consultation process will be outlined in a pre-draft public consultation report. 
 

4.2 Determination of the need for SEA for the preparation of the Ardee Local Area Plan 
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In terms of the provisions of Article 14A of the SEA Regulations, following the appropriate consultation period with the environmental 
authorities, - the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DoEHLG and the Department of Communications, Marine and Natural 
Resources (DCMNR)), it will be determined whether or not the proposed Local Area Plan will require a SEA. 
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