LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Statutory Budget Monthly Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall, Dundalk on Monday 20th December 2010
In attendance:   


Cathaoirleach:
Cllr. P. Savage

Members:
Councillors: M. Bellew, D. Breathnach T. Brennan, M. Butler, T. Byrne, E. Corrigan, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, A. Grehan, F. Godfrey, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, F. Maher, C. Markey, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, P. McQuillan, I. Munster,  G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, L. Reilly,  J. Ryan, T. Sharkey, O. Tully

Absent:
Cllr. P. Bell

Officials:

C. Murray, County Manager






B. Woods, Head of Finance






D. Foley, Director of Services





F. Pentony, Director of Services/Town Clerk






J. McGuinness, Director of Services






J. Martin, Director of Services/Town Clerk






B. Fennell, County Librarian






G. Shine, County Veterinary Officer 






R. McAuley, Financial Accountant






B. Lynch, Financial Accountant






R. McKenna, Senior Engineer






G. Kelly, Senior Engineer






M. O’Callaghan, Senior Engineer






E. Woulfe, Chief Fire Officer






P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer






M. Murtagh, Senior Executive Officer

 --------------------------------------
Minute No. 228/10

DRAFT BUDGET
The County Manager in introducing the Budget for 2011 noted that 2010 ended as it had started with serious financial constraints, freezing weather conditions, and reducing staff numbers.  He outlined some of the major undertakings and achievements in the current year and made reference to the Directors Reports which verify the progress made in all areas of the Council’s responsibilities.
The 2011 Budget provides for a gross revenue expenditure of €68,207,415. This compares with €75,163,911 for 2010.  The overall budget for 2011 shows a reduction in actual expenditure of €6,956,496.
The County Manager further commented that the framing of the Budget for 2011 has in the current economic climate been difficult.  It has required that difficult decisions be made.  It has also been necessary to find a balance between protecting those who are vulnerable in the changing economic circumstances, sustaining the infrastructure necessary to remain economically competitive while providing quality services to the public in general.  The options have been carefully considered and are contained in the Budget presented and which he recommended to the members for adoption.
The budgets by programme were presented as follows by the Directors of Services and the Head of Finance.

Housing in Communities – Director of Services, Joe McGuinness

· Maintenance in three distinctive areas, reactive, recurring and planned maintenance

· 2011 will bring the implementation phase of the North East Homelessness Action Plan
· Merger of Housing Services across the county

· Implementation of the Traveller Accommodation Plan 2000-2014 will continue

· Reconfiguration of staff resources to improve co-ordination of service delivery across Louth Local Authorities
Transportation – Acting Director of Services, Gerry Kelly

· N53 Newtownbalregan to Barronstown

· Dundalk / Cavan route upgrade

· Dundalk Coastal Protection study

· R173 Bellugan straight

· Realignment of Area Office with Electoral Boundaries 

  Water, Environment and Emergency Services, Director of Services, Des Foley
· Upgrade at Staleen and Cavan Hill in 2011
· Structured leak detection and network repairs

· Prepare documentation for roll-out of €7.4m rehabilitation scheme with focus on Dundalk and Drogheda watermains

· Progress upgrade of Ardee Water Treatment Plant

· Continue work to achieve targets set in the North East Waste Management Plan 2005-2010
· Project Planning in 2011 for Energy recovery from Landfill gas generated on site

· Fire Services Strategic review
Economic Development, Future Planning, Planning Control and Enforcement – Acting Director of Services – Gerry Kelly
· Tourism & Heritage is a key for economic growth in Louth

· Several key attraction areas identified

· No increase in commercial rates is welcomed

· And the proposal not to increase the charge for commercial water in 2011 will also assist in economic development

· Continue support of the Economic Forum

County Development Board & Community Forum - Director of Services, Ms. Joan Martin
· Objective to advance and to establish Louth as first truly Age Friendly County
· Role out of phase II of the Peace III programme

· Continue development of Comhairle na Nog

· Social inclusion and disability issues to be progressed

· Support to the Community and Voluntary Forum

· Strengthen links with other agencies on the councils Development Board
Libraries & Arts Services, Director of Services, Frank Pentony
· New library proposed for Carlingford
· Archives exhibition and open days planned for 2011
· Outreach activities to continue
·  Public consultation towards new County Arts strategy
Amendment to Draft Budget
Proposed by Cllr. P. Savage

Seconded by Cllr. I. Munster
And Resolved

That an amount of €65,300 be deducted from the expenditure provision H0904 Expenses Local Authority Members “Conference Allocations” and be added to F0401 Community Grants - “Councillors allocations”
Adoption of the Draft Budget for 2011, Annual rate of Valuation and the Louth County Council, Three Year Capital Programme 2011 to 2013

Proposed by Cllr. T. Brennan
Seconded by Cllr. F. Godfrey 
And Resolved

That in accordance with the provisions of Section 103 of the Local Government Act, 2001, we the members of Louth County Council adopt the Draft Budget for 2011, as presented in Tables A, B, and C but subject to the resolution as aforesaid, and we also determine in accordance with the Budget as adopted, an annual rate of €55.08 on the valuation to be levied together with an additional rate of €1.815 on the valuation to be levied in accordance with the aforementioned Table C on the area of Ardee Town Council for the financial year ending on the 31st day of December 2011 and determined in accordance with the said draft budget as amended the amounts to be demanded from Dundalk Town Council and Drogheda Borough Council. And further adopt the Louth County Council, Three Year Capital Programme 2011 to 2013 as presented.
A roll call vote was taken on the proposal which resulted as follows:
For:
Cllrs. M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, T. Byrne, J. D’Arcy, M. Butler, A. Donohoe, A. Grehan, F. Godfrey, J. Lennon, C. Markey, F. McCoy, F. Maher, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, L. Reilly, J. Ryan,  P. Savage, O. Tully



Total: 19
Against:
Cllrs. E. Corrigan, J. Loughran, P. McGeough, P. McQuillan, I. Munster, T. Sharkey


Total: 6
Absent:
 Cllr. P. Bell


Total: 1
That concluded the meeting.

These minutes were confirmed at a meeting of the Council held on:-
Date:     ____________________
Signed: ____________________


   Cathaoirleach

Signed: ____________________


               Meetings Administrator
