










































 
 
 
 
Aoife Carroll 
c/o P Herr & Associates 
Block 4 Level 3  
Quayside Business Park 
Mill Street 
Dundalk 
Co. Louth 
 
 
17th July 2026       

 
           

Re:    Ref. S5 2026/48 
 
Application for Declaration of “Exempted Development” Part 1, Section 

5 Planning & Development Act, 2000 (as amended) as to ‘Whether                                                           

alterations to external facades, proposed canopy roof over front door, 

new pitched roof above domestic garage & change of use of the existing 

garage to habitable use, is it, or is it not, exempted development?’ 

 
Dear Sir/Madam, 

 
I wish to acknowledge receipt of your application received on 26th June 2026 
in relation to the above.  Having assessed all information and enclosures 
received with the application, the Planning Authority wishes to advise as 
follows: - 
 
WHEREAS a question has arisen pursuant to Section 5 of the Planning and 

Development Act 2000 (as amended) as to whether the following is or is not 

development and is or is not exempted development. 

 

• The proposed works provide for alterations to external facades which 
includes a new external finish, additional window opens to the rear, 
alterations to windows on the front elevation, the blocking up of 
windows on both side elevations.  

• Proposed canopy roof structure over the front door and adjoining 
window. 

• New pitched roof over the existing single storey garage. 

• The change of use of the existing garage to a habitable use.  
 

 

 

 

 

 



AND WHEREAS the said question was referred to Louth County Council by 

Aoife Carroll,  

 

AND WHEREAS Louth County Council, in consideration of this question has 

had regard particularly to: 

 

(a) The definition of “development” in Section 3(1) of the Planning & 

Development Act 2000 (as amended) and Section 2 of the Planning & 

Development Act 2024; 

(b) Specifically, Section 4 1(h) of the Planning & Development Act 2000 

(as amended); 

(c) Article 6 and 9 of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 (as 

amended); 

(d) Class 1 Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development Regulations 

2001 (as amended) 

 

AND WHEREAS Louth County Council has concluded that on the basis of 

the information submitted that:  

 

- The proposed works provide for alterations to external facades which 
includes a new external finish, additional window opens to the rear, 
alterations to windows on the front elevation, the blocking up of 
windows on both side elevations.  

 
- Proposed canopy roof structure over the front door and adjoining 

window 
 

- New pitched roof over the existing single storey garage. 
 

- The change of use of the existing garage to a habitable use.  
 
is considered to constitute development under Section 3(1) of the Planning 

& Development Act, 2000 (as amended) and Section 2 of the Planning and 

Development Act 2024 and does not come within the scope of Section 4 

(1)(h) of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) of the 

Planning & Development Regulations (PDR) 2001 (as amended). The works 

are therefore considered to be development which is not exempted from 

the requirement to obtain planning permission. 

 

NOW THEREFORE Louth County Council in exercise of the powers 

conferred on it by Section 5(2)(a) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 

(as amended), hereby decides that: 

 

• The proposed works provide for alterations to external facades which 
includes a new external finish, additional window opens to the rear, 
alterations to windows on the front elevation, the blocking up of 
windows on both side elevations.  



• Proposed canopy roof structure over the front door and adjoining 
window 

• New pitched roof over the existing single storey garage. 

• The change of use of the existing garage to a habitable use.  
 

is development that is not Exempted Development. 

 
In Summary 

 
A Declaration of Exemption is hereby REFUSED for the works as 
detailed on the plans and particulars submitted on 26th June 2026. 
 
This decision may be referred by you to An Coimisiún Pleanála for 
review within 4 weeks of the date of this letter subject to the payment of 
the appropriate fee.  
 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

Brian Duffy 
     

Brian Duffy 
Planning Section 




