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Tuairisc Bhainistiochta Mhiosuil an Priomhfheidhmeannach i 28" February 2025

Chief Executivebds Mont hil2g Fedbara2085e ment Report

A Chara,

| enclose the above report for your statutory consideration which will be placed on the March Monthly Agenda of Louth
County Council for your consideration. This report has also been prepared under Section 136 & 138 of the Local
Government Act, 2001, advising you of the performance of executive functions in the last month and planned works.

1. Place Making:

o Delighted to report that Westgate planning application has been approved by An Bord Pleanala. The
Council are currently reviewing the Planners report. The Westgate Vision project aims to regenerate
and develop the Westgate area in Drogheda, enhancing its urban environment and infrastructure.

2. Community Support:
o The Council won 'Best Green Sustainable Initiative' at LAMA Community and Council Awards.
o Over 200 applications received for the Local Enhancement Programme 2025.

3. Storm Eowyn Response:

o No fatalities reported.

0 234 calls handled by our Customer Service Desk.

o 180 storm-related incidents addressed, mainly fallen trees and debris.

o We are currently awaiting an after-action report that took place with all the staff as to how we can
identify learning from the event.

4. Strategic Economic Development:

o Launch of the rebranded Visit Louth website and the development of a Tourism Strategy for the

County.

o U6 million funding for Carlingford Lough region

o Drogheda retained its Purple Flag status for night-time economy.
5. Local Enterprise Office:
o 37 business advice appointments provided.
o Launch of Local Enterprise Week from 3rd to 7th March.
6. Fire & Emergency Services:
o 1,253 incidents responded to in 2024, a slight increase from 2023 of 1,200.
7. Housing:
o 278 individuals presented as homeless.
o 42 housing allocations made.
8. Financial Reports:

o Housing expenditure: 09,479,172 (13% of budget).
o Road Transportation & Safety expenditure: a4, 554
o Total income to 28th February 2025: 148, 880, 775 (27% of budget).

9. Information & Communication Technology:
o 566 IT support calls logged, 87% completed.
10. Environmental Services:
o 23 waste complaints received and investigated.
o 126 litter investigations completed.

These highlights provide an overview of the key activities and achievements in Louth County Council for February
2025. | would like to especially thank all the executive and staff of this Council for their work and commitment, which
is outlined in more detail in the attached report.

Is mise le meas.

(_-_"t}_)\\ Y

David Conway
Chief Executive
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Cintionn an Stiurthéireacht seo go bhfuil bainistiocht airgeadas an Chomhairle déanta ar bhealach
éifeachtach agus trathuil, comhliontach leis an dli dbhartha, agus go bhfuil luach ar airgead bainte
as gach gniomhaiocht agus clar ag an gCombhairle, thar ceann shaoranaigh LU.

Ina chuid den freagrachtai eile, Techneolaiocht Faisnéise agus Chumarsaide
This Directorate ensures that the financial management of the Council is carried out in an efficient
and timely manner, compliant with all relevant legislation, and that all of the activities and

programmes of the Council represent good value for money for all the citizens of Louth.

Other responsibilities include, Information & Communication Technology

Bernie Woods
Stiarthoir / Director

LLLLLRRN!
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Tuairisci Airgeadais / Financial Reports

Caiteachas go dti 28 Feabhra 2025 / Expenditure to 28™" of February 2025

Caiteachas
Buiséadaithe % Caite go
Actual Expenditure to 2025/ Budget | 28/02/2025/
28/02/2025 / Caiteachas Expenditure % Spent to
Ranndg / Section larbhir go dti 28/02/2025 2025 28/02/2025
Tithiocht / Housing 09,479,172 073,683,142 13%
lompar Béthair agus Sabhailteacht / Road
Transportation & Safety 04,554,179 G 8,591,697 16%
Seirbhisi Uisce / Water Services u1,322,611 07,538,273 18%
Bainistiocht  Forbartha / Development
Management 02,980,260 0 3,940,360 11%
Seirbhisi Timpeallachta / Environmental
Services 03,095,747 0 2,948,899 12%
Aineas agus Conlaiste / Recreation and
Amenity 01,398,420 0 2,548,436 11%
Talmhaiocht, Oideachas, Slainte agus Leas /
Agriculture, Education, Health & Welfare U145,743 U1l 314271 10%
lighnéitheach / Miscellaneous 01,226,335 09,312,306 13%
024,202,467 U 83,994,384 13%
loncam go dti 28 Feabhra 2025 / Income to 28™ of February 2025
% Sonraisc
loncam larbhir loncam Curtha do dti
go dti 28/02/2025 | Buiséadaithe 28/02/2025 | %
/ Actual Income | 2025/ Budget Invoiced to
Rannog / Section to 28/02/2025 Income 2025 28/02/2025
Tithiocht / Housing 07,369,371 073,685,224 10%
lompar Béthair agus Sabhailteacht / Road
Transportation & Safety u442,718 U 1 613,589 3%
Seirbhisi Uisce / Water Services (848,134 06,557,586 13%
Bainistiocht Forbartha / Development
Management 01,370,485 U 5,522,127 9%
SeirbhisiTimpeallachta / Environmental Services u443,897 U 474,236 10%
Aineas agus Conlaiste / Recreation and Amenity 0150,868 0 1947,561 8%
Talmhaiocht, Oideachas, Slainte agus Leas /
Agriculture, Education, Health & Welfare 43,979 469,209 9%
lighnéitheach / Miscellaneous (128,558 0 7,760,538 1%
Ratai / Rates U 8,188,399 0 5,598,115 102%
Deontas llfheidhmeach / General Purpose Grant
(LPT) 01,894,366 011, 366 17%
048,880,775 U 83,994,383 27%

5|Page




The above is the current position as of the 28" of
February 2025. The allocation of the Central
Management Charge is estimated in the above
figures as the allocation is not completed till mid-
month. The full rates demand for 2025 is included in
the above figure.

Collection rates as of 28™ of February 2025 are as follows:

Féichiunaithe mar ata 28 Feabhra 2025 / Debtors to 28" of February 2025

larmhéid larmhéid
Tosaigh / Deiridh /
Opening Closing
Balance Sonraisc / Faltais / Discriobhanna Balance
Invoices Receipts [ Write Offs
Féichitunaithe Rialtais /
Government Debtors 03981,720 | 10, 791 ( 15340,806) (00) (19,432,863
Uadarais Aititla Eile / Other
Local Authorities 106,006 01175,625 ( 201,704) (00) (79,927
Ratai / Rates U 5467,565 U 8,188,399 ( 5,861,128) (17 ,)49| 035,777,339
Ciosanna/ Rent (3,098,058 03,008,538 ( §,806,795) (0134) 03,299,667
lasachtal / Loans (301,464 (373,540 ( 874,472) (0 (300,532
Tobhaigh Forbartha /
Development Levies U 2,384,064 U161,668 ( 204,358) o U 2,341,374
Taili Seirbhise Doéiteain / Fire
Charges 892,596 0131,952 ( 120,062) ( 8,619) 895,867
llghnéitheach /
Miscellaneous 03,103,465 02,664,975 ( 1,024,145) ( §,466) 04,741,829
Féichitnaithe lomlana / Total
Debtors 049,334,938 | 053,496,646 | (125, 9 3)3 ( 28,716) (176,869,398

Above are the debtor balances as of 28" of February
2025. The Miscellaneous debtor figure includes the

Irish  Water SLA recoupments, Corporate,
Community & Enterprise, LEO, Planning,
Enforcement, Environment, Sports, Vets, Arts,
Roads, Library, Museum and Finance
miscellaneous billings.

Annual Financial Statement

Work is continuing with the Annual Financial

Statement, and the above figures will change when
yearend accruals and claims are posted. Once
completed the Annual Financial Statement will be
presented to Council.
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Techneolaiocht Faisnéise agus Cumarsaide / Information & Communication
Technoloqgy

Deasc Chabhrach / Helpdesk

Between 01/02/2025 and the 28/02/2025 there were 566 support calls logged in the IT support system. 87% of
these calls have been completed.

IT Support Requests raised in February

User Administration m—s
Telecoms m—
Services m———
S C Uity |
Printers
Operating System|1
Not Assigned m e ———
Network m—
Mobile Devices mmm
Licensing 1
JML &
General
Desktop/Laptop mm
Councillor Support 1
Application Softvvar e

Accessories
0 50 100 150 200 250

Security and Application Software were the highest category of support requests in February.

Coras Idirscartha Riomhphoist / E-Mail Filtering System

Louth County Council continues to be targeted with phishing, and spam e-mail. We utilise an e-mail filtering

system to scan all e-mail being received into the organisation. From 01/02/2025 i 28/02/2025 31% of inbound
e-mails were identified as potentially harmful.

¢ Inbound Emails € Blocked Sender
186,116 3,218

) Blocked at gateway /\ Blocked by spam /virus
17,489 37,062

o Blocked by content rules @ Potentially harmful emails
485 31.32%
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Suiomh Gréaséin Comhairle Chontae LU / Louth County Council Website

There were 18,890 unique page views of www.louthcoco.ie between 1%t and 28" February 2025.
The below table shows the pages which received the highest number of page views in February.

Page URL Pageviews
/en/ 4,615
/en/services/planning/online-planning-and-maps/ 860
/en/services/ 765
/en/home/ 771
/en/services/library/ 761
/en/services/dog-pound/ 693
/en/services/planning/ 572
/en/contact/louth-county-council/ 437
/en/services/housing/ 451
/en/louth_county_council/ 468

The below chart shows the Channel Type through which visitors accessed the Louth County Council website in
February:

Channel Types

CHANMEL TYPE w VISITS ACTIONS
Direct Entry 5119 19,630
Search Engines 1,722 8,430
Websites 471 2,225
Social Networks 120 298
Campaigns 1 3
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http://www.louthcoco.ie/

Fadhb Cuardaithe Gréasain / Website Search Issue

The IT department continue to work on a resolution for the issue where invalid links are being listed when a
search is undertaken on the LCC website. Several links have been repaired to date, but work is still ongoing to
identify and fix all invalid links. We have commenced a review of our website with a view to a major upgrade of
the site in 2025.

ArcGIS Online i Public Planning Register Map Viewer

LCC provide an online Planning Register Map Viewer which can be accessed from the Online Planning
Application and Maps section user Services> Planning on the Louth County Council website. This application is
updated regularly to include all planning applications. There were 6,109 views between 01/02/2025 and
28/02/2025, an average of 226 views a day.

Item Views Average item views per day

6,109 226.26

Usage Time Series

392
294

196

1Feb 2Feb 3Feb 4Feb SFeb 6Feb 7Feb B8Feb 9Feb 10Feb 11Feb 12Feb 13Feb 14Feb 15Feb 16Feb 17Feb 18Feb 19Feb 20Feb 21Feb 22Feb 23Feb 24Feb 25Feb 26Feb 27Feb 28Feb

ArcGISOnlinei Sai nt Pati ckobs Ce mBuriad Register@atabase | shi | |

LCC have published an online Story Map and Dashboard which allow the public to read about the history of the
cemetery and search the burial records for Saint Pat
1,336 views of the burial register between 01/02/2025 and 28/02/2025. An average of 46 views per day.
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Item Views Average item views per day

1,229 45.52

Usage Time Series

12

ltem Views

1Feb 2Feb 3Feb dFeb SFeb 6Feb 7Feb BFeb 9Feb 10Feb 11Feb 12Feb 13Feb 14Feb 15Feb 16Feb 17Feb 18Feb 19Feb 20Feb 21Feb 22Feb 23Feb 24Feb 25Feb 26Feb 27Feb 28 Feb

The system can be accessed from this link.

LCC provide an online Planning Register Map Viewer which can be accessed from the Online
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https://louthcoco.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/29d00b71e4a94f7faa3f0ebd7abffe80

Ta tri eochairfhreagracht ag an Stitrthdireacht seo:

Forbairt Eacnamaioch, an Oifig Fiontair Aititl san aireamh, agus obair le comhphairtithe agus
foinsi maoinithe lasmuigh den Stat

Seirbhisi Eigeandalai Seirbhis Déiteain, agus Cosaint Shibhialta, san aireamh, agus ag
pleandil agus ag cur i bhfeidhm straitéisi chun chabhra le muintir Chontae LU a bheith slan
sabhailte

Is é Peanail an sli a eagraimid an timpeallacht thégtha i gContae LU

This Directorate has three key areas of responsibility:

Economic Development, including the Local Enterprise Office, and work involving partners and
funding outside the state.

Emergency Services i including the Fire Service, and Civil Defence, and the planning and
implementation of strategies which help to keep our citizens safe.

Planning, the way in which we organise the built environment in our county.

Thomas McEvoy
Stilarthoéir / Director of Service

i
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Forbairt Eachnamaioch Straitéiseach /
Strateqic Economic Development

Climate Change Adaptation Strategy

Part of our assessment of projects currently includes
their impact on the environment.

Two key supports for micro and small businesses in
Louth to assist develop the green and sustainable
agenda are the nAGreen f
Efficiency Grant o.
www.localenterprise.ie/green and
www.localenterprise.ie/louth.

Forbairt Gheilleagrach / Economic
Development

Economic Development & Enterprise Support
Strategic Policy Committee (SPC)

A meeting of the Economic Development &
Enterprise Support SPC took place in the Civic
Offices, Ardee, on Tuesday 18™ February.

Economic input to Local Economic and
Community Plan (LECP) 2024 - 2029

The Louth LECP sets out the objectives and actions
needed to promote and support the economic
development and the local and community
development of Louth, both by the Council directly
and in partnership with other economic and
community  development stakeholders. A
monitoring group for the LECP is being established
and will include the Chair and two members of the
Economic Development & Enterprise Support SPC.
The lead partners assigned to the actions in the
LECP have been contacted to obtain their plan to
complete their respective actions.

Age Friendly Business

The North Leinster Citizens Information Centre
(Dundalk) and The Redeemer Family Resource
Centre (Dundalk) received their Age-Friendly
Charters on the 24™ °f February. Both are now
accredited as Age-Friendly Services after
completing the workshop and implementing
changes within their premises and now have two
designated Age-Friendly Champions.
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An open call is in place for businesses who wish to
take part in the Age-Friendly Business Programme
workshops. Businesses wishing to take part, and for
further information, should email
econdev@Iouthcoco.ie.

Saidbe & Sharon from the North Leinster Citizens
Information Centre (Dundalk) and Peter & Jackie from the
Redeemer Family Resource Centre (Dundalk) receiving
their Age-Friendly Services Charter

Turasoireacht / Tourism

Visit Louth

The newly rebranded Visit Louth website and
branding were launched on 25" February in the
Monasterboice Inn by the Cathaoirleach Clir. Kevin
Callan to an audience of over 120, which included
elected representatives, Council staff and
representatives from all areas of tourism across the
county.

The Visit Louth branding features a refreshed logo,
tagline, and website designed to showcase Louth as
a must-visit destination in Ireland.

With its vibrant new slogan, 6 Ou't Her e,
Legendary!d , this initiative
mil estone in t he county

celebrating Lout hods roi
landscapes, and thriving local culture.

The newly designed Visit Louth website enhances
the visitor experience, providing an engaging, user-

I

friendly platform that i g
attractions, activities, and hospitality.

The redesigned Visit Louth logo is inspired by the
countydés rich heritage, c
communities. Featuring a modern and welcoming
desi gn, it captures Louth


http://www.localenterprise.ie/green
http://www.localenterprise.ie/louth
mailto:econdev@louthcoco.ie
http://www.visitlouth.ie/

embracing its promising future as an emerging
tourism destination.

The new Visit Louth website serves as a
comprehensive digital hub that aims to inform,
inspire, and connect visitors with the best
experiences the county has to offer.

Key features include:

9 Curated guides to top attractions, from the
historic sites of Drogheda and
Monasterboice to the scenic Cooley
Peninsula.

1 Local insights and travel itineraries tailored to
various interests.

 Recommendations for accommodation,
dining, and activities.

1 Up-to-date event listings, festivals, and
cultural highlights.

1 A seamless, mobile-friendly design for easy
trip planning on the go.

The website was created by Zoma and the branding
and new logo was created by Bammedia, with input
and assistance from the Tourism Department.

If anyone wishes to submit an event or attraction to
be listed on the Visit Louth website, they can do so
via this link.

Cathaoirleach ClIr. Kevin Callan with David Conway, Chief
Executive, at the Visit Louth Launch Event
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Sabhbh Ni Mhaolagain, Tourism Officer, Bridget Kerrigan,
Founder & Creative Director, Bammedia, David Kieran,
Managing Director, Zoma taking part in a panel discussion
at the Visit Louth Launch Event

County Louth Tourism Strategy

Runda Hospitality and Tourism Solutions held a
workshop in relation to the Louth Tourism Strategy
and Action Plan 2025 i 2030, on 25" February,
following the Visit Louth launch. There was great
interaction with everyone in attendance and further
workshops are planned.

Shared Island Fund

Foll owing the Council 6s
Island Unit of a feasibility study to develop the
greater Carlingford Lough region we were delighted
with the
development of trails, trailheads, water access
points and marketing of the region.

Festival Grants 2025

Eighty applications were received under the
d-estival Grant Initiative 20256 and the dregional
Festivals and Participative Events Programme
20256 , $ivie xldttgrs of offer issued to the
successful applicants.

For information on all festivals and events
happening across the county please Vvisit:
https://www.visitlouth.ie/whats-on/.

Tain Trail

Failte Ireland has engaged the Paul Hogarth
Company to review the current Tain Trail route and
to recommend opportunities to reimagine it into an
internationally compelling experiential route that
engages local communities and visitors. They are
working with the local authorities in the Tain Trall
region on same. A final draft copy of the report has

announcement of


https://www.visitlouth.ie/listing-form
https://www.visitlouth.ie/whats-on/

been agreed and will be available in early 2025.
Louth County Council will be the lead council partner
on this project.

Reimagined Boyne Valley Drive

Failte Ireland has engaged the Paul Hogarth
Company to review the current Boyne Valley Drive
Cluster Orientation route and to provide
recommendations on opportunities to reimagine it
into an internationally compelling experiential route
that engages local communities and visitors. They
are working with the local authorities in the region on
same. Work is progressing on various signage
types and locations.

Boyne Valley Flavours (BVF)

Boyne Valley Flavours are in the process of creating
a brief for a branding update which will be circulated
for quotes in the next month.

Work is continuing the implementation of the BVF
Strategy.

The Centre of Food Culture, Boyne Valley

The Centre of Food Culture, Boyne Valley, is
working with The University of Gastronomic
Sciences, Pollenzo, Italy in arranging a study trip to
the Boyne Valley region from 10" i 16" March. A
group of fourteen from the leading gastronomy
University will visit fifteen producers across the
region, as well as several hospitality providers,
focusing on learning about the territory, and topics
including: distribution, sustainability, and food
tourism. The university offers study trips in Italy,
Europe and further afield to their students as part of
their courses to complement their learning at the
university. This trip marks the first study visit to the
Boyne Valley region for the university.

Geilleagar Oiche Dhroichead Atha /
Drogheda Night-Time Economy

Drogheda Retains Purple Flag Status

This month Drogheda successfully retained its
prestigious Purple Flag status, a mark of excellence
for vibrant and well-managed night-time economies,
akin to the Blue Flag for beaches and the Green Flag
for parks. Awarded by the Association of Town and
City Management (ATCM), this recognition reflects
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Droghedab6s commitment t
and welcoming night-time experience.

Co-ordinated by the Night-Time Economy Adviser in
collaboration with Love Drogheda, this achievement
is the result of a strong partnership effort, with
organisations across the town working together to
enhance the night-time offer. The town benefits
from an exceptional culture of collaboration and
community engagement, continuously striving to
improve the experience between 5.00pm and
5.00am. Contributing highlights include the award-
winning LG Festival of Light, the Night Moves
activation programme led by Droichead Arts Centre,
t he NTAOGSs promoti onal
transport, and new events such as the Drogheda
Comedy Festival.  Additionally, the Drogheda
| mpl ement ati on Boar dés
Campaign with Drogheda United played an
important role in ensuring well-being remains central
to the t damweolfes. ni ght

The Purple Flag partnership group, which also
serves as the steering group for the Night-Time
Economy Adviser pilot, will continue to meet
regularly throughout the year in preparation for the
2025 audit by ATCM.

Drogheda ‘
Purple
Flag’

for a better night out

The group has also agreed on a new logo for

Droghedaés Purple FIl ag
townds i conic s tThig wil dunter
establish Droghedads [

ensuring it continues to punch above its weight on
the international stage.

Night-Time Economy Pilot Review

The Gover nmelime &onomlyi Unih has
commissioned a review of the nine pilot areas,
including Drogheda, as part of its evaluation of the
National Night-Time Economy initiative. The Night-
Time Economy Adviser posts were a key
recommendation of the Night-Time Economy
Taskforce, designed to act as advocates and agents
of change in their respective towns and cities.
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Dr o g h e d a-Gime Bdangnty Adviser has been
in post since August 2023, and this review provides
an opportunity to capture key learnings and insights
from the Council and local stakeholders.

On Wednesday, 19" February, representatives from
Love Drogheda, Drogheda and District Chamber of
Commerce, and Droichead Arts Centre met with
Government reviewers at the Fair Street Civic
Offices to share their experiences and perspectives.
The evaluation will inform recommendations on the
future of the pilot, with key findings expected to be
presented to the Government for consideration later
in March.

Qifig Fiontair Aititil / Local Enterprise
Office

Business Advice Clinics

Thirty-seven business advice appointments were
provided by telephone and video conference to
entrepreneurs throughout the county during
February together with three Financial Business
Advice Clinics.

Green for Business

—_— -,,__»._ == 9= & ame " G

The Green for Business programme is a free
programme which aims to help businesses identify
cost savings and improve their green credentials.
This is achieved by looking at the business from an
environmental perspective. Projects vary from
assessing energy, water and waste costs, guidance
with the environmental management system, to the
greening of the product or business to adapt to the
changing marketplace.

LEO Louth continues to welcome new applications.
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Business Training

Online

Training
Supports

The Schedule for training for 2025 is currently being
updated and all scheduled training courses are
available to view and book online:
https://www.localenterprise.ie/Louth/Training-
Events/Online-Bookings/.

Four training courses were held in February, Start
Your Own Business, Leveraging Chat GPT for
Business, Lunch & Learn in Ardee Library and Data
Protection consideration for Direct Marketing.

[l \ 4
Lunch and Learn in Ardee Library

Grow Digital Voucher

The Grow Digital Voucher is a valuable initiative that
offers small and medium businesses with up to 50
employees financial support to integrate and
embrace digital technology into their operations.
This support aims to enhance business efficiency,
competitiveness, and innovation through the
adoption of digital solutions. A Digital for Business
project report must be completed within the previous
two years before applying for the voucher. Funding
is provided as grant aid, covering 50% of eligible
project costs with a mi

maxi mum of
allows businesses to invest in their digital
transformation and support their continued growth.

ni

m

G 5 icadidh.0 This suppora p p |
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Digital For Business

Digital for Business provides support to obtain digital
strategy, technical and / or advisory services for
eligible businesses. Our expert digital consultants
help the business to develop a unique digital
strategy that transforms their businesses by
identifying where they are on their digital business
journey, developing a digital adaptation plan based
on identified needs and assisting to implement a
digital plan.

LEO Louth have received five applications year-to-
date and continues to welcome new applications.

LEO Louth Mentor Programme

o)

Local Enterprise

Mentor Advice

Response
s . -

Fourteen businesses were appointed Mentors
during the month of February to provide practical
and strategic one-to-one advice and guidance.

Microfinance Ireland (MFI) Business Loan

>~ Microfinance
~ Ireland

Small Business Loans

LEO Louth offers expert assistance to complete MFI
Loan Applications, Business Plans and Cashflow
Projections. MFI have now doubled its lending limit
to ua50, 000. Thi s
government's recently announced package of
measures to support small businesses.

LEAN for Business Programme

Lean
for
Micro
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LEO Louth continues to offer the LEAN Programme
to small businesses locally. The fee to participate in
this programme has
businesses.

Local Enterprise Week

Enterprise Weeks“‘ - ) far:rcgtzrﬁzs

Local Enterprise Week, 3 i 7" March, was
launched in February with the full schedule of events
finalised and published on
https://www.localenterprise.ie/Louth/Training-
Events/Local-Enterprise-Week-2025/.

0ifig Fiontair Aitivil
Loca\ Enterprise office |

it

T

Sarah Mallon, LEO Louth and Aoife Fegan LEO Meath
with Gerry Kelly, LMFM, post their interview about Local
Enterprise Week

Energy Efficiency Grant

EFFICIENCYS

FIND OUT MORE AT:
LOCALENTERPRISE.IE/ENERGY

The Energy Efficiency Grant supports the
investment in technologies and equipment identified
in a Green for Business Report, Green Start Report
or a SEAI Energy Audit. The grant has been
increased to 75% of eligible costs up to a maximum

been

r
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grant of Tihe &m 6fGh@ .scheme is to
support  enterprises implement sustainability
projects which will reduce the business impact on
the environment and should increase the agility and
resilience of these businesses to operate in a
sustainable manner.

For further information on this grant please visit:
https://www.localenterprise.ie/Louth/Financial-
Supports/Energy%20Efficiency%20Grant/.

LEO Louth continues to welcome new applications.

Brazilian Ambassador Visit to Louth 1
Wednesday 5" February 2025

On Wednesday 5" February, the Counsellor to the
Brazilian Embassy, George de Oliveira Marques,
visited LEO Louth, marking an opportunity to
strengthen ties between Brazil and local businesses
in County Louth. The visit focused on exploring
potential trade partnerships, investment

opportunities, and collaborative initiatives that could
benefit both Brazilian and Irish enterprises.

George Marques, Counsellor of Brazil Embassy and Niall
Gallagher, LEO Louth

Oidhreacht / Heritage

Funding Schemes

The Community Monuments Fund is 100% funded
by central government and administered locally by
the Heritage Office. Conservation works can be
funded upto 100, 000 (and wup
exceptional circumstances), while there are other
funding streams for conservation studies
(assessments and planning) and for the
enhancement of access to and for interpretation of
monuments.
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Six private applications to the Community
Monuments Fund were received by the Heritage
Officer before the deadline of 31% January 2025.
These applications were assessed and forwarded to
the National Monuments Service, with a request for
funding.

The six Third Party applications received were in
relation to:

Stream 1 (for continuing monument conservation
works):
i Bell ewdbs Castl e, Cast
1 Glaspistol towerhouse, Clogherhead
1T Taaffebs Castle, Carl

Stream 2 (for grants for research and planning future
works):
1T Hatchos Castl e,
1 Carlingford Tholsel

Ar dee

Stream 3 (for improving access to monuments and
for their interpretation)
1 Millmount Museum, Drogheda

The Heritage Office also submitted four applications
in relation to monuments for which the Council is
responsible, either as owner or guardian.

Stream 1.:
1 Millmount (repairs to the ramp up to the
6Martell o toweré and
base of the motte)

Stream 2 (studies and surveys to inform the future
conservation of):
T The <circuit of
tender response was received in 2024)
1 The Magdalene Tower, Drogheda
T The West
Ol d Abbeyéd, Drogheda.
Work also went into an application to the Irish Walled
Towns Net wor kos funding
Featherbed Lane in Drogheda.

to 0130, 000 in

A funding application was also submitted to the
Heritage Council 6s

Droghed

Gabl e of t he

Heritag:e


https://www.localenterprise.ie/Louth/Financial-Supports/Energy%20Efficiency%20Grant/
https://www.localenterprise.ie/Louth/Financial-Supports/Energy%20Efficiency%20Grant/

Seirbhisi Déiteain agus Eigeandala / Fire & Emergency Services

Fire Service

The table below shows the number of emergency incidents attended by Louth Fire Brigades in 2024.

Incident Types within Station Areas 2024

Other

Type Ardee | Carlingford Dunleer Drogheda Dundalk | Meath | Areas| Total
Fire/Aircraft 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Fire/AlarmActivation 16 8 7 91 88 17 1 228
Fire/Bus/Coach 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1
Fire/Car 8 4 6 45 16 9 0 88
Fire/Caravan 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
Fire/Chimney 1 2 0 5 7 1 0 16
Fire/Controlled Burning 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Fire/Domestic 7 1 7 26 19 9 1 70
Fire/Persons Reported 1 1 1 13 9 6 0 31
Fire/Fire (General) 3 1 1 13 7 5 0 30
Fire/Forest 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Fire/Gorse 0 1 0 3 1 1 0 6
Fire/Grass 0 0 0 5 1 4 0 10
Fire/Hay/Barn 0 0 1 2 1 2 0 6
Fire/Industrial 0 0 1 6 8 1 0 16
Fire/Institutional 1 0 1 1 1 3 0 7
Fire/Motorcycle 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1
Fire/Qil/Petrol 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1
Fire/Small/Bin/Skip 6 2 7 121 82 38 1 257
Fire/Smoke Issuing 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Fire/Truck 3 1 1 1 5 2 0 13
Fire/Vegetation 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
SS/Alarm/Carbon

Monoxide 0 0 1 1 4 5 0 11
SS/Ambulance Assist 7 5 4 49 30 15 0 110
SS/Animal Rescue 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 3
SS/Electrical 1 0 2 2 5 3 0 13
SS/Entrapment 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 3
SS/Explosion 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1
SS/Flooding 0 0 0 2 0 2 0 4
SS/Garda Assist 1 1 3 4 3 0 0 12
SS/Gas Leak 1 0 1 1 1 0 0 4
SS/Hazardous Material 0 0 0 2 1 0 0 3
SS/Lift Persons Trappe€ 0 0 0 3 1 0 0 4
SS/Lockout 3 0 1 5 6 0 0 15
SS/Make Scene Safe 0 0 1 4 3 2 0 10
SS/Marine Emergency 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
SS/Oil Spillage 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 3
SS/Other 9 0 0 5 3 1 0 18
SS/River Rescue 0 0 0 8 3 0 0 11
SS/RTA 24 11 24 52 72 43 5 231
SS/Smell of Gas 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1
SS/Trees Down 1 0 1 4 1 4 0 11
SS/Water Leak 1 0 0 2 0 0 0 3
Total no. ofIncidents: 95 38 71 485 381 175 8 1253
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There was a total of 1,253 incidents responded to in
2024. The following table compares this with
previous years. There was an increase from the
2023 total of 1,200 and the total number of incidents
responded to in 2024 was the highest since 2020.

Comparative No of % Difference

Period Incidents +/-
2020 1291 13.15%
2021 1147 -11.15%
2022 1224 6.71%
2023 1200 -1.96%
2024 1253 4.42%

The comparison of incidents attended with previous
years shows the following:
1 Drogheda was the busiest Fire Brigade in

Dublin Fire Brigade. The pass out ceremony
was on 19" February.

1 A national Breathing Apparatus Wearers
Course was run in Dundalk Training Centre
from 10" to 215t February.

The Recruitment Plan for newly retained fire fighters
continued in its implementation during February.
Three applicants for recruit fire fighter posts
completed station tests and were interviewed on 25
February.

Major Emergency Management

The North-East Regional Major Emergency Working
Group meeting took place in County Hall on 11%
February. It was chaired by An Garda Siochana.
The main topic was Storm Eowyn. There were East

Louth in 2024, with 485 incidents in its own Region Mobilisation Centre r esi | i enc e I
area and 175 incidents in Meath, a total of Meat h, Monaghan and Cavan,
660 calls. certain | ocationfsh,erbkeutwarso ta

1 Ardee was the busiest county brigade with recommendati on that tihheh eESE
95 emergency incidents attended in its own Locatlor Cionati on Group for

area during 2024 (and additional incidents
attended in other station areas).

1 The number of calls to Meath has increased
in recent years and remains high.

1 Alarge decrease in house fires compared to
2023, from 96 to 70.

9 A further large increase in ambulance-assist
calls in 2024 to 110 in 2024, following a
similar increase in 2023.

1 The most common type of incident was
skip/rubbish fires, a total of 257 in 2024, up
from 192 in 2023.

1 Only 6 gorse fires in 2024, compared to 77 in
the peak year of 2020.

The Fire Service went to tender on eTenders on 20"
January for new battery-powered road rescue
equipment for all Brigades in the county. This
comprises a total of 53 items, including cutters,
spreaders, combination units and rams and includes
batteries, chargers and ancillary equipment. The
tenders were assessed on 26" February and this
equipment is being ordered from the successful
tenderer.

Fire Service Training courses during February were
as follows:

1 Fulltime fire fighter Stephen Harmon

completed the 17-week Recruits course in
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severe weather event s.

Climate Adaptation Strategy

Dunleer Fire Station and Dundalk Training Centre
extension projects will include a range of features to
limit carbon emissions. The Climate Action Plan
includes Fire Service and Building Control
requirements.

Building Control

The National Building Control Office arranged two
joint visits to building sites in Louth during February
with Building Control staff.

The main workload of the Building Control Section is
processing Disabled Access Certificate applications
and Certificates of Compliance on Completion and
the backlog of these resulting from the significant
increase in applications during 2024.

This Section continues to follow up with Estate
Agents requiring Building Energy Rating Certificates
for properties for sale or rent.



Cosaint Shibhialta / Civil Defence

Foll owing damage to power s in Meath during

i ne
ted that Louth Ciwvil

I

Storm Eowyn, the ESB reques
Defenceds drone team assist them for the week
foll owing t he storm in t he Mul | agh, Kel l s and
Moynalty areas. This assistance by the drone team
continued into February
Training during February:

T Weekly Training

T Visit to the Environment al Protection Agency

(EPA) HQ in Dublin

1 Drone Presentati on to Boyne Fi sher menos
Rescue & Drogheda Fire Service

Duties during February:

T St . Brigidés Light Show, t he Squar e, Dundal k
for two days
R8s na hf£ireann Cross Country Races

1
T Missing Person Search, Drogheda
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Pleanail / Planning

Bainistiocht Forbartha / Development Management

The Planning service indicators for the Council for the month of January 2025 are given below in tabular form.
There were 57 planning applications received during the month of January of which 48 were valid. In addition,
there were 21 responses received during the month to requests for further information and 19 Pre-Planning
Requests received.

The service indicator figures in relation to planning decisions and decisions on appeals made during the
month, broken down by category, and with a total figure for all categories (Column F), are given below:

(A) (C) (D) =y (F)
Cur S2o0s i Tithe larrat I arratal oml §n
Descripti [ AonairEifre2 (-MTT de bhfor ba
l ndi vi MTT / dh2th /sa chon
Devel o Housesapplic applicaTotal f
nt s s-not -requir categor
requir EI A devel op
EI A i n Coun
Ar ea
) L2on -inar rna 3 13 41 0 57
cinnefadiNunm
of appl
determined
(i) L2on na gc¢ 2 3 13 0 18
iarradh b#
No. o f d
determined

required
informati o

(i) C®at adsgn -
iarratas & 33.33% 69.23% 17.07% 0.00% 29.82%
Percentage
applicatio

(v L2 on n a-
achomharc
cinneladiNum
of ap 0 0 1 0 1

deter mi ned

(v C®atad8&8n n
a cuireadh
achomharc/
Perf:e_ntage 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% (
decisions
on appeal
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Forfheidhmil Pleandlai Forbairt Neamhudaraithe / Planning Enforcement i Unauthorised Development

The Planning indicators are given below in relation to Enforcement complaints regarding unauthorised
developments received during the month.

Forf hei dh mi
forbair-rt

tForf hei dhmil?
ng forbairt n8r
Enf or cemen
rel ati on
unaut hor i
devel opme

Desc

/ Enf orcem

rel ati on
unaut hor i
devel opme

i Bl i ain Bl iain
/ Janu seo [/ Y |/ Janu/seo [ Y
2025 Dat e 2024 Dat e
L2on na nGear 8n mai dir
a I mscr%da2odh / Number 17 17 24 24
Compl aints I nvestigated
L2on na gc8sanna Fhorfh
n§r oh®&ir bhreise / N 0 0 0 0
Enf orcement cases recei
foll ow up
L2on na gc8sanna dvant
hidirbhedr tN@moert of ¢ 20 20 15 15
resolved through negoti
L2on na Litreacha Rabha 15 15 16 16
Warning letters issued
L2on na bhF-gra? For f he 0 0 0 0
NumbeEnbdr cement Notice
L2on na c8sanna a tar
i meacht a? dl 2/ Number 0 0 0 0
proceedings
L2on na -um g h 0 0 0 0
/' Number of I njunctions
L2 on na -imnc h Yi 0 0 0 0
/ Number of Prosecution
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Pleanail Chun Cinn [/ Forward
Planning

Chi ef Executiveds Report on submi ssi ons
received to proposed Material Alterations to the
Draft Dundalk Local Area Plan

The Chief Executiveds Report in response to the
submissions received to the proposed Material

Alterations to the Draft Dundalk Local Area Plan was

circulated to the Elected Members on Friday 7"

February. A total of fifteen submissions were

received during the public consultation.

Review of the Record of Protected Structures

A review of the Record of Protected Structures in the
county is being undertaken. This review will
consider additions, deletions, or amendments to the
Record of Protected Structures. The public
consultation opened on Tuesday 4" February and
will  continue untii  Wednesday 30" April.
Submissions are being sought from the entire
community including property owners whose
property is currently included in the Record of
Protected Structures or property owners who would
like their property to be added to the Record of
Protected Structures. Full details of how to make a
submission are available on the Council
Consultation Portal.
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Cuireann an Stiuthdireacht seo réimse seirbhisi ar fail mar bhonn agus mar thaca ag an reachtail
éifeachtuil an saol eacnamaiochta agus séisialta Chontae LU, ag obair i dtreo comhlionadh an dli
maidir leis an timpeallacht, agus chun péirceanna phoibli glan agus sabhailte a chinntit. Ina
chuid den fhreagrachtai ta:

1 Seirbhisi Boithre agus Aititla, agus Forbairt Fhisiciuil
This Directorate provides arange of services which underpin the efficient and smooth running of
the economic and social life of our county, working to ensure our environment adheres to
legislative standards, and to provide clean and safe parks throughout Louth. Responsibilities

include:

1 Roads and Local Services and Physical Development

David Jones
Stidrthoéir / Director

i
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Placemaking Progress Report for February 2025

Seirbhisi Baithre aqus Aititla / Roads and Local Services

Ceantar Bardasach Dhin Dealgan / Municipal District of Dundalk

Ceantar Dhun Dealgan agus Cuailgne / Dundalk and Cooley Area

Piocadh Bruscair / Litter Picking

Litter pick for these areas:

Removing rubbish from Bottle Banks daily
and cleaning around them

Work Carried out by Contractor:

John Long with flail cutting ditches at Old
Newry Rd Dead end in preparation for
cleaning footpaths

Pedestrian Barriers Repaired:
St. Vincents School
Barrack Street

Collecting and shredding fallen branches from
these areas:
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Suiomh agus méadar sa mhi / Location
and metres per month

River Walk to Tain Bridge

Inner Relief Rd to Racecourse Rd

Old Newry Rd, Lennon Melia, Riverside
Cresent, Fairgreen Rd

Bypass at St Helenas, Quay St, Point Rd,
Old Coes Rd.

Barrack St.

Centenary Rd

Ramparts

York St.

Patrick St.

John St.

Phillip St.

Castletown Rd

Castleross

Seatown Place

St.Br i gTiced 6 s

Castle Rd

Fairgreen Rd

Avenue Rd

Tom Bellew Rd

Mary St. South

Williamsons Place

Mooreland Rd

Ashling Pk Estate

Bottle Banks at Long Walk

Harp Car Park

Meadow Grove

Removing rubbish from Bottle Banks daily
and cleaning around them

Collecting and shredding fallen branches
Hoey& Lane,

Toberona

Red Barns Rd

Dublin Rd

Ho e yLéns,
Toberona
Red Barns Rd
Dublin Rd



Folmhu Araidi Poibli / Emptying of Public Bins

Emptying of bins in Carlingford, Omeath,
Greenore, Templetown Car Park, Gyles Quay
Area

Dundalk i nightly by contractor
Cleaned borders around Town

The bulbs are beginning to show, and tiered
planter in good colour

4 bins replaced with new ones in St Helenas Park

Scuabadh Boithre / Road Sweeping

Contract sweeper as per contract nightly, daily,
weekly and monthly as per contract

Centre Island Bollard cleaning on N52 from the
Red Cow roundabout to St. Helenas Park,

Armagh Rd, and Newry Rd. Path and cleaning
pathsat St. P a t r Cametérg.

Folmhu Araidi Salachar Madra / Emptying Dog
Waste Receptacles

By Contractor Nightly as part of the street bin
collections

Seiceal Baoithe Tarrthala / Ring Buoy
Checking

Ring Buoys checked Weekly Report sent to
Water Safety Officer for Dundalk

Lifebuoy issues this month of Areas included Ice
House Hill, Toberona and new ropes added to
lifebuoy

Seiceal Trealamh Aiteanna Sugartha agus
Corpacmhainne / Checking of Playground and
Gym Equipment

Daily/Weekly check lists carried out by Parks
Caretaker

Litter Pick Parks

Chainsaw training for 2 men for Parks Section
over an 8 day period from the 10" - 19" February

Shrub planting and mulch in borders around
Town

Windfallen trees removed from areas in Town

Verge trimming in Areas
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Lion agus miniciocht / Numbers and
frequency

Circa 240 litter bins throughout the town

Bealai gach tseachtain / Routes per
week

Lion gach tseachtain / Number per week

Lion Seicedilte gach tseachtain / Number
checked weekly

27 Checked Weekly submitted to Water
Safety Officer

Suiomhanna Seiceailte Laethuil /
Number of sites checked daily

Six



Equipment repaired in play areas

Other parts taken for repair

Deisitu Boithre / Road Cooley
Repairs
Dundalk

Ard Easmuinn bes
School

Fr Murray Pk

O Hanlon Pk

St. Alphonsus Rd

Coes Rd East

Mountain Court

Barrack St

Lennonstown Manor
Ardee Rd

Tom Bellew Av.

Avenue Rd / Hill St. Bridge
The Cresent

Patrick St.

Meadow Grove

Feabhasuchéan Draenéla | Cooley
/ Drainage Remediation

Dundalk

Oaks Enviro:

Dundalk Town approach roads,
Estates and Town Centre:

Inner relief Rd / N52
Dublin Rd

Priorland Rd

Mullaharlin Rd

Long Avenue Rd

Marrion Pk

R132

E R N

River Grilles:
All checked and cleaned pre &
Post storm Eowyn

Crainn Leagtha né 2Trees St. Pat r Ceametérg
Chontuirteacha / Fallen | Avenue Rd / Rock Rd Branches
or Dangerous Trees lifted
Cothabhail Cosan / Cooley
Footpath Maintenance
Dundalk
Deisiu Soilse Trachta/ Haynestown Cross
Traffic Light Repairs Castletown Rd / Ecco Rd
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Marcail Béithre / Road | None at this time

Markings

Combharthaiocht /| Dundalk

Signage Red Barns Rd
Mill St.
Pearse Pk
Friary School
McEntee Av
Market Square
Ho e yLénse
Market Square
Ramparts Rd
StBr i gSchbd s
R172
Buttercrane Lane
St. Gerards Square

Dumpéil Dundalk
Neamhdhleathach Williamsons Place
/ lllegal Dumping Ho e yLéne
Castletown Rd / Woodview
Saltown / Fatima
Red Cow Roundabout N52
Avondale
Bachelors Walk
Glanadh Graifiti / Graffiti | Red Barns Rd
Removal Inner Relief Rd

Na Creagacha Dubha, Fochaird , agus Ceantar Tuaiscirt Lar-Lu / Blackrock, Faughart and
North Mid-Louth Area

Piocadh Bruscair / Litter Picking Suiomh agus méadar sa mhi/ Location
and metres per month

Folmha Araidi Poibli / Emptying of Public Bins Lion agus miniciocht / Numbers and
frequency

Blackrock 1 6 days a week
Knockbridge i once a week
Dromiskin i once a week

Tallanstown & Louth Village 7 once a week
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Scuabadh Béithre / Road Sweeping

Folmha Araidi Salachar Madra / Emptying
Dog Waste Receptacles

Bealai gach seachtain / Routes per week

Lion gach seachtain / Number per week

Seicedl Baoithe Tarrthala/ Ring Buoy Checking Lion Seiceailte gach seachtain /

Seiceal Trealamh Aiteanna Sugartha agus
Corpacmhainne / Checking of Playground and
Gym Equipment

Deisiu Boithre / Road
Repairs

Tar patching on

LS-7093 Feede,

LP-3097 Jonesborough Road,

Number checked weekly
Blackrock 1 7 checked weekly

Annagassan i 11 checked weekly

Suiomhanna Seiceailte Laethuil /
Number of sites checked daily

Killanny, Louth Village, Castlebellingham
T checked weekly

Blackrock i checked weekly

Road repairs and patching &
cleaning up

LS-7105 Dungooley Kilcurry,
LS-7106 Lennonstown Kilcurry,
LS-7100 Faughart Upper,
LT-7108 Monascrebe Faughart,
Rd198 N2- Arthurstown Little

Rd197 Arthurstown 1
Rd206 Crowmartin,
Rd201 Thomastow
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Rahanna,

Tree pruning/vegetation
maintenance/verge trimming

Resurfacing/overlay works (by
contract)



Feabhaslchan Draenala

/ Drainage Remediation

Crainn Leagtha né
Chontuirteacha/ Fallen
or Dangerous Trees

Cothabhdil Coséan/
Footpath Maintenance

Deisil Soilse Trachta/
Traffic Light Repairs

Marcail Boithre /
Road Markings

Comharthaiocht /
Signage

Dumpail
Neamhdhleathach
/ lllegal Dumping

Glanadh Graifiti / Graffiti

Removal

R171 Ardee i Tallanstown,
N52 from D u f fCyoés$ Fane
Bridge and on

Rd166 Castlebellingham i
Annagassan,

LS-7108 Balregan Kilcurry,
LS-7126 Cortial Road Kilkerley.

Dublin Road

Xerox Junction,
Haynestown,
Kilkcurry,
Faughart
Blackrock

N/A

LP-3136 Newtown Knockbridge,
R178 Carrick Road,
LS-7127 Kilkerley

LS-7109 Balriggan, Kilcurry,
LS-7112 Castle Roche,
Hackballscross,

L-7100 Whitemill Faughart,
LS-7103 Carn More Kilcurry,
LS-7162 Clermont Road
Haggardstown, Seabank
N/A

Drainage maintenance |
cleansing and gully cleaning,
opening outlets & storm drains,
preparation for surface
dressing.

Clearing fallen trees & debiris.

Footpath renewal

Major repair works completed

Renewal of junction markings

and
road

Renewal of existing
provision of additional
markings
Cleansing/repair/replacement
New signage

Collection of dumped waste for
disposal.

Collection & disposal after

community clean up

Ceantar Bardasach Bhaile Atha Fhirdhia/ Ardee Municipal District

Gno Deiscirt Chontae LU (Ceantar Tuaithe) / South Louth Operations (Rural Area)

Piocadh Bruscair / Litter Picking

All routes in Ardee Town

Suiomh agus méadar sa mhi/ Location

and metres per month

Clogherhead Car Park daily cleanup around bins
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Folmhu Araidi Poibli / Emptying of Public Bins

Ardee Town

Dunleer town

Collon

Installation of bin at Riverside Walk
Installation of bin at Link road

Scuabadh Béithre / Road Sweeping

All routes in Ardee Town

Folmhu Araidi Salachar Madra / Emptying Dog
Waste Receptacles

Seiceal Baoithe Tarrthala / Ring Buoy Checking

Ardee - River Dee
Salterstown
Port Beach

Seiceal Trealamh Aiteanna Sugartha agus
Corpacmhainne / Checking of Playground and
Gym Equipment

Maintenance and cleaning of Fairgreen and Dunleer
parks and playgrounds complete with daily checks of
the playground and exercise equipment at both

locations.

Deisiu Boithre / Road
Repairs

L-1260-0 John
Shanlis

=

Lion agus miniciocht / Numbers and
frequency

37 Daily
20 Tuesday and Thursday
3 Tuesday and Thursday

Bealai gach seachtain / Routes per
week

5.2km per day

Lion gach seachtain / Number per
week

Lion Seicedilte gach seachtain /
Number checked weekly

Suiomhanna Seiceailte Laethuil /
Number of sites checked daily

Street to
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E R

L-5234-0 Bog Road Ardee,
L-1233-7 Artnalivery Ardee,
L-12972-0 Everitto
L-5210-0 Mountrush,

L-1297-0 Kells Road Collon,
N2 Roundabout Ardee,
L-5267-0 Funshog,

L-52291-0 Sean O Carroll St



Feabhasuchan Draenéla
/ Drainage Remediation

1 R-170 Dromin,
1 L-1297-0 Kells Road Collon,
1 L-12972-0Everitt os

Crainn Leagtha né
Chontuirteacha/ Fallen or
Dangerous Trees

Cothabhail Cosan / Footpath
Maintenance

Deisiu Soilse Trachta
/ Traffic Light Repairs

Marcail Béithre / Road
Markings

Combharthaiocht / Sighage

Dumpéil Neamhdhleathach
/ lllegal Dumping
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Glanadh Graifiti / Graffiti
Removal

Ceanntar Buirge Dhroichead Atha / Borough District of Drogheda

Ceantar Baile Dhroichead Atha/ Drogheda Town Area

Piocadh Bruscair / Litter Picking

Port Oriel Pier, Clogherhead
Clogherhead Beach

Port Beach

Termonfeckin

Baltray

Seapoint Carpark

Folmhu Araidi Poibli / Emptying of
Public Bins
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Suiomh agus méadar gach mi/ Location and
metres per month

7 Daily
8 Daily
6 Daily
6 Daily
3 Daily
3 Daily

Steps and lane ways weekly 22 steps when
resources allow and green areas.

Hotspots on Monday | decided by Supervisor
following inspection.

Bring Banks in Drogheda urban are checked and
cleared Daily during working week. Also all Bring
Banks in Drogheda urban are checked and
cleared Saturday p.m.

Drogheda Rural Bring banks are cleared daily
during working week.

Remove dumping at North Strand, Bullys Acre,
Dummies Lane, Barrack Lane, Moneymore, St
Laurence Drive & Rathmullen Pk.

Litter picking at Fair Green, Fair St, Windmill Rd,
Peters St, Dominics St, Market Sq and O Reillys
Carpark.

Lion agus miniciocht / Numbers and
frequency

Drogheda town centre, litterbins emptied daily
circa 60 early mornings.

234 litter bin (including 10 no. Solar bins) are
emptied weekly in town.

Domi nic6s Park & Mell |

South Louth Drogheda Municipal district rural
areabds public Litter Bi
week or daily when needed especially at



Scuabadh Boithre / Road Sweeping

FolmhuUAraidi Salachar Madra /
Emptying Dog Waste Receptacles

Seicedal Baoithe Tarrthala/ Ring Buoy
Checking
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beaches/Portoriel/Seapoint/Termonfeckin/Baltray
I at least 40 bins per day.

Approach roads in Drogheda town emptied twice
a week.

Bealai gach seachtain / Routes per week
Town centre daily. Approach roads fortnightly.

Public Housing Estates swept every 2 months.
Private Housing estates swept every 3 months.
When resources allow.

Hotspots weekly on Monday after weekend 1
decided daily by supervisor after checking
Drogheda urban area.

Villages are swept once per month i i.e.,
Termonfeckin, Baltray, Sandpit, Monasterboice,
Tullyallen & Tenure.

Drogheda town Boyne River walkways are swept
3 times per week (Monday, Wednesday &
Friday.

Particular attention to road sweeping at
approach roads North & South and Town Centre.

Multi-Hog, Pedestrian Road sweeper cleaning of
cycle lane and street bollards, Town Centre,
carparks, slip ways and bridges.

Multi-Hog, Power washer pedestrian sweeper,
West St outside St Peters Church & Thosel.

Clean up and removal of trees after recent
storms at Newtown Termonfeckin Rd &
Millmount.

Erecting of safety barriers at storm damaged
buildings at Bolton St, Scholes Lane & William
St.

Power washing of steps at Rosemary Lane,
Highlanes & Dublin Rd to Marsh Rd.

Lion gach seachtain / Number per week

Empty about 35 once a week, washed and
disinfected.

Lion Seicedilte gach seachtain / Number
checked weekly

89 ring buoys checked each week Town area
(Thursday)



9 ring buoys checked each week at Rosehall

(Friday)
Seiceal Trealamh Aiteanna Sugartha Suiomhanna Seiceailte Laethuil / Number of
agus Corpacmhainne / Checking of sites checked daily

Playground and Gym Equipment
ygrou y qauip Between 4 & 5 daily (4 playgrounds in Drogheda

town, Skate Park, adult exercise equipment).

3 Playgrounds in Drogheda rural area) +
disinfected.

Deisiu Boithre / Road Drainage Works
Repairs
1. Gully Cleaning Contract has now commenced i
858 Gullies cleaned to date i Approach roads
and Drogheda Town Centre.
2. LCC Crew 1 drainage repairs at North Rd,
Greenhills, Hardman Gardens & St Laurence St.

LCCb6s crew

3. Pothole repairs at Barrack St, IDA Rd,
Crosslanes, Yellowbatter, St Pat r i Dal
Parade Route, Bolton St, Georges St, North
Quay, Marsh Rd, Boyle O Reilly Tre & St Ma r y
St.

4. Removal of sandbags after storm Eowyn at
Wellington Quay, North Quay, Ushers Corner &
Queensborough.

5. Monitoring of Traffic / Pedestrian management at
dangerous structures at Bolton St, William St &
Scholes Lane.

6. Erection of safety barriers at stream between St
Laurence Pk and public housing estate i high
water level.

Road Works Programme i Resurfacing works 2025

Roads Survey now complete, and we intend to
commence contract documents in March

Crosslanes
Rathmullan Pk
Cord Rd
College Rise
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Feabhasuchan Draenéla
/ Drainage Remediation

Crainn Leagtha no
Chontuirteacha/ Fallen
or Dangerous Trees

Cothabhail Cosan /
Footpath Maintenance

Deisil Soilse Trachta/
Traffic Light Repairs

Marcail Béithre / Road
Markings

Comharthaiocht /
Signage
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Broadmeadows

Bothar Brugha

R132 / Crosslanes / Cement Rd Junction
Collon Rd.

CIS Lanes 2025

Funding allocation has now been confirmed, and

we intend to survey roads in March.

Annual Drogheda Gully cleaning programme ongoing

858 Gullies cleaned to date i Approach roads and
Drogheda Town Centre.

T

= =

Removal of fallen trees from pervious storms at
Millmount and Newtown Termonfeckin Rd.

Currently in the process of compiling a list of
footpaths for reinstatement, with the intent to
commence in April.

DRO03 R132 James St - Scotch Hall Jct (R132C),
Ireland i Vehicle phase lamp fail i GREEN
DR04, R132 @ Bull Ring/North Quay/South
Quay Jct (R132D) i vehicle phase lamp phase D
green

DRO0O7, M1 Link - Cement - Cross Lanes (R132H),
Ireland vehicle phase lamp phase E Red

DR12 Marsh Rd - Scotch Hall Jct, Ireland ired
lamp fall

Do ne g &kb38 $ Pedestrian Crossing (lamps
out

DR30 Ballymakenny Road - Knockdown Repair
DR52 - Ardee ped @ Castle (vehicle phase lamp
phase A Amber fail)

DR29 Platin Rd/Beamore Rd Drogheda i
Detector fault, AX2

Survey of existing road markings with intention to renew
sites in order of priority.

Reinstate taxi pole and signs at Shop St.
Reinstate the parking pole and signs at
Bessexwell Lane.

Stop sign replaced at Sundays Gate.
Reinstatement of flexi bollards at Hardman
Gardens.

Reinstate Stop sign at Rathmullan Rd, after RTA.
Reinstatement of directional bollards at Cord Rd.



Maru fiaili / Weed Killing

Dighalra glantachain On-going on weekly basis.
boscai bruscair /

Litterbin cleaning

disinfecting

Glanadh Graifiti / Graffiti | Removal of graffiti on Street furniture, town centre.
Removal

Dumpail Monitoring & removal of dumping 1 operations /
Neamhdhleathach / environment team i Bessexwell Lane, North Strand,
lllegal Dumping B u | lAgre) Bummies Lane, Barrack Lane, Moneymore,

St Laurence Drive & Rathmullan Pk Alleyways.
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Comhfhorbairt Aite / Placemaking

Athghinitint Uirbeach agus Forbairt
Tionscadail Cisti / Urban Regeneration and
Development Fund Projects (URDF)

West Gate Vision (Drogheda)

The Westgate planning application has been
Approved by An Bord Pleanala. LCC are
reviewing the Planners report.

The Westgate planning documents, including the
suite of drawings, the EIAR and the AA Stage 2
reports, represent a large volume of material and
full details of the proposed works are available
here
:https://consult.louthcoco.ie/en/consultation/westg
ate-2040

Artist impressions of Westgate project

St . Ni chol as
Regenerati on

Quarter
(Dundal k)

Phase 1

Glas Civil Engineering Ltd. are currently on site,
works are being completed on a phased basis to
minimise impact on residents and businesses.
Phases A, B and D have been largely completed.
Works to the LHS of Phase C are also nearing
completion and the contractor has moved to the
RHS of Phase C which is the final phase to be
completed on Bridge Street prior to moving onto
Clanbrassil Street. Phase C works are scheduled
to be completed by the end of March. The
associated road closure scheduled from mid-
November to February has now been lifted and no
more road closures/diversions are required for the
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remainder of the scheme except for a short period
while road surfacing is being carried out.

Works Complete to Bridge St. (Phase B)

R

Paving Complete to BidgeSt. Phase C (LHS)

Works ongoing to Bridge St. PhSe C (RHS)”

The contractor has, in agreement with the Council,
the consultant design team and relevant
stakeholders commenced work on Phases F and
E in the vicinity of the Fairgreen and works are
progressing well.

Pedestrian access will always be maintained and
deliveries to and from all businesses will be



accommodated to minimise the impact as much as
possible.

Glas have appointed a dedicated Liaison Officer
for any queries, John Caffrey jcaffrey@aglascel.ie

Phase 2 7T Backlands Area of St Nicholas
Quarter

BDP Ltd are the appointed consultant design team
for Phase 2 of the St. Nicholas Quarter project and
are working with the Council and stakeholders on
feasibility, analysis and a design concept for the re-
development of the Backlands area. The accepted
concept will be developed to Part 8 planning with
full public consultation. A briefing for Councillors
took place in January. Property owner and
stakeholder engagement is due to commence in
the coming weeks following development of a
property owner booklet outlining the proposed
scheme.

Artist impre'ss‘ioh‘s"of%St. Nicholas Quarter Phase 2

AUCEF Eileamh a Tri, Leithdhaileadh Maoinithe
/ URDF Call Three Funding Allocation.

Engagement with property owners is ongoing with
in Drogheda and Dundalk. Several properties have
entered the planning process, been put up for sale
or have now begun development works. Significant
focus is ongoing in Drogheda with several vacancy
notices being placed on buildings.

Additionally, investigations are actively being
conducted to explore the potential purchase of
select properties, with a focus on determining their
long-term viability and intended use in the future.

Athghinitint Tuaithe agus Ciste Forbartha /
Rural Regeneration and Development Fund

(RRDF)

Ardee Castle

The tender process for a main contractor has
closed. The tender assessment process is ongoing
with a contractor due to be appointed in Q1 2025.
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The project is part funded under the Rural
Regeneration Development Fund and the council.

Once the tender report is finalised a final business
case will be made to the Rural Regeneration
Development Fund for permission to appoint the
main contractor.

Living in Carlingford Visiting Carlingford

e XN

Artist impressions of Carlingford

The tender for the procurement of consultants for
heritage led detailed design has been published.
Tenders will close at the end of January 2025.
Tender process is currently under review.

Omeath Placemaking Scheme

The Placemaking project at Omeath is now
completed on site with making good of defects and
shagging ongoing by the main contractor, GLAS
Civil Engineering. Inspection is scheduled to be
carried out in early March following completion of
shagging and tree planting.

Ardee 2040

The Council are currently engaged with TII in
relation to pre-planning approval for the main
street. Once approval from TII is issued, the
planning submission will be lodged with An Bord
Pleanala.


mailto:jcaffrey@glascel.ie

Tionscadail Breise / Additional Projects

St Laurenceos

Engagement with the National Monuments has
commenced as part of the consultation for the Part
8 process.

Play Spaces

& The

Par k

St Domi ni co6s

AA Screening Stage 1 report has been completed
for the Glen and Part 8 documents are being
reviewed by LCC for publication in Q1 2025

AA Screening Stage 1 report for proposed works
in St. Dominicds Park
prepared in addition to Part 8 documents for Q1
2025.

Capital Delivery Team

Community Recognition Fund 2024

The Department of Rural & Community
Development (DRCD) has announced the
successful applicants for Call 2 of the Community
Recognition Fund (CRF) 2024. Louth has received
576, 945 in funding in
including the upgrade of the sensory garden and
playground at ABACAS School for Children with
Autism in Drogheda, the upgrade of M.A.D Youth
Theatre in Dundalk and the refurbishment of the
changing rooms at St.

Funded by the DRCD, the CRF recognises the
huge efforts made by local communities in
welcoming and supporting new arrivals from
Ukraine and other countries.

The third call for expressions of interest in the CRF
2024 was advertised in November 2024 on the
Council 6s website and

In this call, Louth County Council sought
expressions of interest for projects from
communities with the highest level of new arrivals.
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Gate Pl aza,

t™hi1 s caltl i, T—or

Maryds |

In Louth, these areas are: Drogheda, Dundalk,

Ardee, Termonfeckin, Clogherhead, Collon and

Diumealg h e d a

The application window for Call 3 is now closed

and expressions of interest are currently being
appraised.

Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme
(ORIS) 2024/25

The 2024/25 Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure
Scheme (ORIS) provides funding for the
development of new and existing outdoor
recreational infrastructure in rural areas.

ORIS is available to assist with the development of
our natural amenities such as our mountains,
lakes, rivers, beaches, blue-ways, bogs, forest

walks and upland areas.

GluB B 90% of the total project cost is available to

successful projects. The remaining 10% match
funding must be contributed by the successful
applicant.

Expressions of interest under Measure 1 and

Project Deveéopment Measure closed :f Jang?r .
i ng

Pl a Y25 Orbhie

er, 'the windbW fof &presdion
interest for projects under Measures 2 and 3 of the
schemes remain open until 3 March 2025. A brief
overview of each measure, deadline dates,
expression of interest forms and links to the
scheme outline can be found on:
https://www.louthcoco.ie/en/services/placemaking
-physical-development/funding/outdoor-
recreation-infrastructure-scheme-oris-/

Tionscadail Tosaiochta do Lar an Bhaile /
Town Centre First Projects

Town Centre First Plan - Dunleer

The Council are preparing tender documents for

¢ o n <he RP@intmeny [ ap ghitegiural consultant to

prepare a design for a public space adjacent to
Dunleer Library.

projects


https://www.louthcoco.ie/en/services/placemaking-physical-development/funding/outdoor-recreation-infrastructure-scheme-oris-/
https://www.louthcoco.ie/en/services/placemaking-physical-development/funding/outdoor-recreation-infrastructure-scheme-oris-/
https://www.louthcoco.ie/en/services/placemaking-physical-development/funding/outdoor-recreation-infrastructure-scheme-oris-/

The tender will allow progression of the proposed
scheme to Part 8 stage. The proposed scheme will
be designed in partnership with the Council and
Town Team and will provide a transformative
space for residents and visitors alike. The tender
will be issued in the coming weeks.

Town Centre First Plan 1 Clogherhead

The Regeneration Team is continuing ongoing
consultations with local stakeholders and with
consultants towards the preparation of a Town
Centre First Plan for Clogherhead. The team in
consultation with local stakeholders will refine
proposals before a final public consultation event
and publication of the final plan.

THRIVE i Town Centre First Heritage Revival
Scheme

Louth County Council were successful in a bid for
Strand 1 funding in April 2024 to support a design
team to explore and develop concepts for the
restoration of vacant or derelict heritage buildings
in public ownership and to assist with the
revitalisation of Drogheda Town Centre, bringing
valued heritage buildings back into use as
community assets and delivering on New
European Bauhaus and Town Centre First
policies.

Having appointed Shaffrey Architects, the Council
are in partnership with the design team proceeding
towards a Strand 2 application which will allow for
funding of up to 07 mi
initiative.

The Council staged an initial public consultation
event in November 2024 following feedback from
that event have been engaging with local
stakeholder in developing a specific proposal
focussed on the Westgate area.

The Council will stage a further public consultation
event allowing further refinement before
proceeding towards a Part 8 Planning application
and application for Strand 2 Funding in April 2025.
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Drogheda Digital Innovation Hub

The tender for the appointment of a contractor for
wor ks to part of t he
Narrow West Street has closed and returns are
being assessed with appointment of a contractor
due to take place in Q1 2025.

Town Team Support Fund

Louth County Council were successful in receiving
funding under the Town Centre First Suite of
Supports towards Town Centre Health Checks for
both Castlebellingham and Collon.

Following appointment of Craftstudio Architects,
Louth County Council are reviewing initial findings
from surveys with a view towards completion in
March 2025.

Vacant Homes Officer

Efforts to engage with and support property
owners who are interested in returning their
properties to use will remain a priority for the
Vacant Homes Officer.

Vacant Homes Officer will be issuing a further
tranche of Vacant Homes Notices, which will be
taking place in the next few weeks.

Public feedback regarding these notices has been
overwhelmingly positive, with many showing
strong support. Owners identified following the
previous notice distribution have been contacted
via registered post to discuss options for
reactivating their properties.

Both members of the public and councillors are
encouraged to report any suspected or known
vacant homes on www.vacanthomes.ie for
inspection by the Vacant Homes Officer. So far, 12
new properties have been logged for 2025.

ion towards a heritage

forr


http://www.vacanthomes.ie/

Forbairt Fhisiciuil / Physical

Development

Tionscadail Boithre / Roads Projects

Narrow Water Bridge

Wearing course has been completed on the R173
and roundabout and Temporary Traffic
Management has been amended.

Control building construction ongoing, the building
is now weather proofed. Plastering commencing
this week.

Southern abutment: Most of the structural walls
have been poured. Internal walls ongoing.

Northern Works: Proposed surface water diversion
works has commenced in the North. The 92 piles
for the bascule abutment are now complete.
Excavation of bascule abutment has commenced.
Marine Piling: Commenced on 8" January, fender
piles currently being installed. All marine piling due
for completion in early March.

By

Southern Abutment ongoing R.C. works

> o5
Northern Bascule Abutment
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Marine Piling Works

Engagement with DFI Infrastructure, Loughs
Agency, NPW, etc. will be ongoing throughout the
contract. Land Valuation Services are ongoing,
and they are liaising with the agents of landowners.

A Consultant has been appointed for mussel
fishermen valuation service and has commenced
meeting fishers affected by the scheme.

N53 - Dundalk to Castleblayney Road Phase 4.
Hackballscross to Rassan

The design team, valuers, LCC and WMNRO
continue to engage with the landowners, their
agents, and other stakeholders on accommodation
works, access and compensation.

Stage (i) Archaeology Testing is complete, and the
Archaeologist is presently working on finalising the
Stage (i) report for submission.

Following this and on receipt of licences Stage (ii)
Archaeology will be undertaken at 10 No. sites
identified during phase (i).

High Voltage ESB Network Diversion

A Target Cost 2 budget submission for the entire
project has been submitted to the TII in October
2024 for their review and approval and to allow the
scheme to progress to tender.



ESB have commenced works on the relocation of
the 38kv overhead network, however these works
will be delayed due to reallocation of ESB
personnel for the clean up after Storm Eowyn.

N52 Ardee Bypass

The applicant lodged a Supreme Court Application
for Leave to Appeal the High Court Decision on the
20" of December 2025. In mid-January An Bord
Pleanala lodge their notices seeking an Order
affirming the decision of the High Court and
dismissing the appeal. The scheme remains at a
standstill until the legal matter are resolved.

Boyne Enterprise Link Road

Ongoing consultations including a valuation
process has taken place with stakeholders /
landowners to acquire adjoining roadway resulting
with an offer being submitted by LCC. This offer
has now been accepted and has progress to legal
teams for contracts. Subject to prove of title etc
both parties will progress to closing out sale in the
coming weeks via solicitors.

Note: The CPO process has continued in
conjunction with the valuation process. The CPO
has been advertised and submissions to An Bord
Pleandla close on the 11" of January. No
submissions were received. Upon successful
transfer of these lands to LCC, LCC will progress
completion of the final element of this road as per
original Part 8 planning.

R178 Cavan to Dundalk Strategic Route
Improvement Scheme

Department of Transport have approved the
Council to appoint the Consultant through to
optioneering phase of the project, with a view that
subject to funding approvals further phases will
follow on through to planning consent stage.

Pre-start meeting with appointed Consultant, RPS
Group, took place on the 23 of January, with
phase 1 to commence in Feb.

Draft Project Execution Plan has been submitted
and is currently being reviewed. Consultant
currently finalising concept and feasibility report
before commencing with phase 2 71 option
selection.
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Port Access Northern Cross Route (PANCR)
Phase 2.

Phase 2 of the PANCR is to be developer led,
financed by the Council. Detailed design to be
submitted to the Council in March for review and
approval prior to road construction commencing. A
notice to enter was issued to a number of
landowners on the expected extent of the work,
and the Council Team will be engaging with these
affected landowners.

l 'P“AV'NCR Phas:e 2 Extent of Works

Glasbhealai / Greenways

Carlingford Lough Greenway - Omeath to
Newry (Joint project with Newry, Mourne and
Down District Council and East Border Region)

Section 1, & Section 2 complete from Carlingford
to the border at Cornamucklagh.

Road Safety Audits 3 & 4 were carried out on 20"
Jan 2025.

Landowner engagement ongoing on the
acquisition of the CPO land parcels. The Councils
valuer for the land acquisition continues to
negotiate with Landowners agents.

Section 37 NI

Works continue to progress on the construction of
the boardwalk.

Substructures coblete etween border and Rugh
Island



Substructure substantially complete between Rough
Island and Victoria Lock

Glasbhealai Cistithe ag B.l.E / Tl Funded
Greenways:

Dundalk Bay to Carlingford Greenway

As part of the Public Consultation Day 2 the total
number of submissions received as part of the
Route Corridor Options consultation stage was
1,657. These submissions have been complied
into a separate Feedback Report and uploaded to
the website for the public to view. In tandem
persons who submitted a submission and provided
contact details were issued correspondence
directing them to the appropriate sections within
the report on the concerns they raised.

The design team are now concentrating on
determining an emerged preferred route corridor,
which will be subject to the next public consultation
phase. Further details on the project can be found
on the dedicated website:-
www.dundalkcarlingfordgreenway.ie including
contact details for the Project Liaison Officer and
the independent appointed agronomist.

TIl approval has been received to move the project
into options phase.

As part of the development of route corridor
options for the project, the Consultants (RODA) will
be carrying out several ecological walkover
surveys within the identified study area from public
roads and public lands, to undertake wintering bird
surveys.

An Independent Agronomist has been engaged by
the Council during the route corridor option
selection stage to assist landowners through the
project considering any relevant agronomy issues.
Declan Phelan i Philip Farrelly & Co.is the
agronomist.

The Independent Agronomist will be made
available to landowners to fully and fairly assess
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the impact of the proposed Greenway on their
property types. The Independent Agronomist /
Property Advisor will assist in identifying a route
which minimises the impact of the scheme on
affected properties. The Project Agronomist /
Property Advisor will also assist in agreeing upon
appropriate accommodation works and access
arrangements in consultation with the farmer /
landowner.

Topographic Surveys of the study area to
determine ground levels throughout the study area
have been completed.

Scéim Bonneagair Aineasa Aeraiochta /
Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme,
beach accessibility.

Final purchase of the lands process is nearing
completion with documents with the solicitors on-

going.

Stage 1 Report consisting of Project Inception and
Preliminary Investigation was submitted in Dec 23.
Approval to proceed to Stage 2 (Full Design) will
now be sought from the funding body when site
fully acquired.

Tionscadail Corpardideach / Corporate
Projects

Dunleer Fire Station

Final purchase of the lands process is nearing
completion with documents with the solicitors on-

going.

Stage 1 Report consisting of Project Inception and
Preliminary Investigation was submitted in Dec 23.
Approval to proceed to Stage 2 (Full Design) will
now be sought from the funding body when site
fully acquired.

Dundalk Fire Station Training Centre

Stage 1 Report consisting of Project Inception and
Preliminary Investigation has commenced. Design
Team co-ordination meetings are on-going. Site
surveys (Topographical and GPR) have been
completed to aid final design. Site Investigation
surveys began in Jan 2025 and are near
completion. Draft submission of Stage 1 Report
and Cost Plan have been finalised and are
currently being reviewed with intention to shortly
submit to National Fire Directorate for their
approval to proceed to Stage 2 (Full Design).


http://www.dundalkcarlingfordgreenway.ie/

Tionscadail Cosaint ar Thulite Chontae LU
agus Creimeadh Costa / Louth Flood Defence
and Coastal Erosion Projects

Dundalk & Ardee Flood Relief Projects

The Consultant Engineers continue to work on
Stage 1 of the Dundalk Flood Relief Project.

Shortlisting potential fluvial and coastal flood relief
options is underway, with modelling of proposed
measures and combinations integrated into a
streamlined process. Preliminary measures are
being reviewed with the Client and Steering Group
to refine the shortlisted options further. The next
steps include incorporating these options into the
development report and preparing for a Public
Participation Day early to mid-2025.

Site Investigation works are due to commence on
site in April 2025. The Archaeological Impact
Assessment (AIA) has been prepared to identify
any potential impacts of the Site Investigation
works on local archaeology and built heritage. This
will be discussed with National Monuments
Service (NMS) for preparation of licensing for the
monitoring of works by a licensed archaeologist.
A Public Liaison Officer from the Consultant
Engineers working on the scheme is currently
establishing communication channels  with
landowners/private property owners that may be
affected by the proposed Site Investigation
works. The Public Liaison Officer will carry proof
of identification.

The Draft Ardee Options Report has been received
and reviewed by the Steering Group. Monthly
project briefing notes are being issued to the
current relevant stakeholders. The Project website
being hosted by OPW can be reached at:
www.floodinfo.ie/frs/en/dundalk/home.ie

Drogheda and Baltray Flood Relief Project

The Consultant Engineers continue to work on
Stage 1 of the Flood Relief Project.

RPS are continuing to undertake hydraulic model
simulations to ensure that the proposed scheme
provides the required standard of protection to
properties. RPS are also continuing to develop the
Scheme Analysis and Development report.

Underwater archaeology and geophysical survey
contractors are currently on site. This survey will
provide data to inform the Scheme Analysis and
Development phase of the project and is
commenced in February.
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RPS are also liaising with other environmental
specialists regarding updating the baseline data.
The aquatic ecology and walkover surveys are
currently underway. An additional overwintering
bird survey commenced in September and will
continue until March 2025.

The Project website being hosted by OPW is now
complete  and can be reached at:
www.droghedabaltrayfrs.ie

Carlingford and Greenore Flood Relief Project

CCTV and Topographical survey data has been
quality assessed for use in building the hydraulic
model, including on site validation checks.

A geospatial contractor has been engaged by
Louth County Council to provide topographic aerial
surveys relating to the Carlingford and Greenore
Flood Relief Scheme. The surveys to be
conducted are non-intrusive and involve the flying
of drones to determine the topography of the study
area.

The data from this survey will be used to inform the
modelling for potential development of future flood
defences. The area to be surveyed includes
Carlingford Town, Greenore, Commons, the entire
coastline from north Carlingford to Whitestown
inclusive

The Local Authority and OPW are continuing to
develop a brief tailored to the study area and
recent flood event mechanisms to issue it to the
market for appointment of a project consultant
engineer.

The Council are continuing to compile a list of
constraints & opportunities to potential options for
incorporation into proposed brief. The Steering
Group Meeting are currently carrying out a Risk
Assessment exercise to fine tune the consultants
brief and procurement route.

In the interim the Local Authority are compiling a
list of minor works which could improve the
conveyance characteristics of  Carlingford
drainage system. A number of these minor
improves have been completed.


http://www.floodinfo.ie/frs/en/dundalk/home.ie
http://www.droghedabaltrayfrs.ie/

Tionscadail Muiri / Marine Projects

Coastal Protection Works i Drummullagh
(Omeath), Bellurgan and Ballynamoney /
Ballagan.

f Drummullagh, Omeath: Section 177 AE has
been approved by the Board and construction
tender documents are being drafted

1 Bellurgan Point: Section 177 AE has been
approved by the Board and construction tender
documents are being drafted.

1 Ballynamony/Ballagan, Greenore: Section 177
AE has been approved by the Board and
construction tender documents are being
drafted.

The Contract Documents have been prepared with
procurement of a civil engineering contractor
expected within the coming weeks, with
subsequent construction works programmed in
accordance with the
constraints.

Tionscadail Clair Scoileanna / Schools
Programme Projects

Ardee E.T.N.S.

Works on site continue to progress, Progress
update since previous monthly report:

1 Rising blockwork 100%

{ Attenuation trench 100%

Joisting to flat roofs 100% complete
Membrane installation on flat roofs 80%
Foundation for wall @ entrance 95% complete
Window installation 70%

Joisting to flat roofs 100% complete

Decking to roof 100% complete

Kalzip roof 1 95% facia to finish, 45% GP Hall
Sub frames to SNU 100% complete

M&E pipework and boxes to SNU 1 95%
Battens and membranes for cladding i 100%
complete

Damp course at eaves 100%

Watermain installation 60% complete

EIR ducts installation 85% complete
Installation of gullies 60% complete

Floor finish 45%

Electrical Containment 60% complete

1st coat spray finish to blocks 100%

SHS 80x80 installation 100%

Canopies 50% - pad stones installed

=8 =8 =4 =8 -4 -4 -8 -8 _9_-9

=4 =8 =4 =4 -4 -8 -4 -8 -9
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Proposed Works Forecast

1 Ongoing roof installation

1 Complete flat roofs

1 Complete foundation to wall along the road
boundary

Installation of EIR duct at Road
Complete attenuation trench

Ongoing installation of M&E containment
Completion of window installation

Floor finish ongoing

Canopy installation

Complete spray finish to blockwork
Internal render

E R

Active Travel |l nvest ment F

2025 Budget All ocation

On thé&anmluhaFhe National T
Aut hority (NTA) awarded L«
budget allocation of 06, 3C
twenty eight (28) Nr Acti v

i ndi vlihdkdua Actsive 6sTravel ogPraj ec

promoting Walking and Cycl
devel opment of transport s

Dundal k.

The current status of t he
projieadd soutlined in the ta
of referencing, the Natio
(NTA) allocate prGoetctBanmda
depending on the total e
including, fees, Il and acqu
as foll ows;

Band -0 50M;
Band 20 2005M;
Band 3 > 020M;

They also divide the evolution of a Capital
Investment project into a seven-phase process, i.e.
(Phase 1 to Phase 7 inclusive) with seven
Gateways Reports i.e. hold points, were local
authorities are to prepare and submit Gateway
Reports for sign-off before obtaining approval to
advance to the next phase.

The seven different phases are as outlined below...

PHASE 1: Scope and Purpose

PHASE 2: Concept Development and Option
Selection

PHASE 3: Preliminary Design

PHASE 4. Statutory Processes

PHASE 5: Detailed Design and Procurement
PHASE 6: Construction and Implementation

PHASE 7: Close-out and Review



The current status of the ongoing Active Travel
projieadd soutlined in the table bel ow.
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Tionscadail Tasitil Gniomhaigh / Active Travel Projects

Project Name Allocation Project Current March 2025- Project update Anticipated Part 8 Completions,
2025 Band Phase subject to NTA approval of Gateways
g:i%gheda. R132, (46270, 00 I?and 2 Phajse.S i The recent Gateway (GW) 3 Report and preliminary design drawings Proposed Part 8 display early Q2 2025
ge of Peace u5s Preliminary :
e G20M | Design were amended to reflect the New Cycle Design Manual.
(incorporating The Active Travel Team held a second Non-Statutory Public
Marsh Road) Consultation event in Drogheda Library on Tuesday 5™ November last,
which was very well attended, with a prior briefing to Drogheda MD
members online on 14" October 2024.
All observations, comments and feedback obtained during the 2" Non-
Statutory Public Consultation event have been reviewed by the Design
Team and are now incorporated into amended design drawings. With
the new information our designers envisage that this project will be
brought forward for Part 8 public display in early 2025.
Louth County Council (LCC) have received GW3 approval from the
NTA in January 2025
"’Z Br I M
. I Pr
Drogheda: R166 G50, 000 Band2 Phase 371 Consultants RPS Group have completed draft Gateway 3 Report. Itis | Proposed Part 8 display early Q2 2025
Termonfeckin Rd, u5 Preliminary anticipated to have an on-line briefing on the proposed scheme to
design. U20M | Design Drogheda Municipal District Councillors in March 2025 in advance of
non-statutory public consultations.
Drogheda: R168 0100, 00 Band2 Phase 371 The Design Team are currently progressing with preliminary design | Proposed Part 8 display Q2 2025
Collon Rd, Hill of u5 Preliminary following non-statutory public consultation with this design expected to
Hill of Rath U20M | Design be completed by April 2025. Thereafter, the Active Travel Team will
Roundabout proceed to Part 8 public display
(RAB) and
Rosehall RAB.
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Project Name Allocation Project Current March 2025- Project update Anticipated Part 8 Completions,
2025 Band Phase

subject to NTA approval of Gateways

View of R166 looking East from Hill of Rath Roundabout

Drogheda: G120, 00 Band2 Phase 37 Part 8 approval received on 10" February, 2025 by Drogheda Municipal | Part 8 approved on 10" February, 2025.
Rathmullan Road u5 Preliminary District. The Design Team are currently progressing with GW4 | Project no proceeding through detailed
including Marley's U20M | Design deliverables and detailed design. design.

(Pathfinder

Project)

View of Marl eyb6s Lane | ooki ng
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Project Name

Allocation
2025

Current
Phase

March 2025- Project update

Anticipated Part 8 Completions,
subject to NTA approval of Gateways

Drogheda Dublin
and North roads,
design.

G400, 00

Phase 2 -
Concept and
Options

The Active Travel Team are having on-going discussions with Irish Rail
regarding Dublin Road Bridge and interaction with the Dart North
Coastal Project. A inter agency meeting was held to examine proposals
on Active Travel measures under the Dublin Rd, railway bridge. Further
meetings are planned. Consultants AECOM via the NTA are currently
developing options for the section relating to the under-bridge of the
Navan Railway Line

North Road - Gateway 3 (Preliminary Design Report) approval received
in February 2025. The design team are currently preparing pre-
planning i.e. Part 8 documentation.

View of Dublin Rd, Drogheda Rd looking South

Dublin Rd, Drogheda - Proposed Part 8
display depending on dialogue with NTA
/ Irish Rail.

North Rd, Drogheda - Proposed Part 8
display Q2 2025

Dundalk: R132
Inner Relief Rd.
(Pathfinder
Project)

=
N

625,

Phase 5
Detailed
Design

Tender Document to establish a restricted panel of competent
contractors was advertised on etenders and Official Journal of the
European Union (OJEU). Closing date for submission was 17%
December 2024. It is anticipated that a panel of contractors will be
formed and detailed tender documents will be issued to this panel in
Q1 2025.

Completed i Part 8 Approval on the 10™
September 2024

Construction Tender Procurement
Stage May 2025
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Project Name Allocation Project Current March 2025- Project update Anticipated Part 8 Completions,
2025 Band Phase subject to NTA approval of Gateways
View of Inner Relief Rd, Dundalk looking north from Hoeys Lane
Roundabout extract from Fly Through

Dundalk: Dublin 25, 000 Band2 Phase 4 Part 8 proposals were brought to Dundalk MD Meeting on the 10t Part 8 Approved in December 2024.
Rd Xerox a5 Statutory December 2024.
Junction to U20M | Process
Ladywell Bridge

F)

View of Dublin Rd, Dundalk looking north at DKIT Entrance

Dundalk: Ard 0100, 00 Phase 3 /4 Workshop held with the NTA in October and we intend to accelerate | Proposed Part 8 Q2 2025
Easmuinn Rd to Preliminary parts of the scheme, namely, McEntee Avenue, Mulholland Avenue &
Train Station / Design / Pearse Park to deliver key elements associated with pedestrian
Friary School Statutory provision and Safe Routes to School infrastructure.
Dundalk & Process
Dundalk Bus
Station to Rail
Station.
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Project Name Allocation Project Current March 2025- Project update Anticipated Part 8 Completions,
2025 Band Phase subject to NTA approval of Gateways
View of Ard Easmuinn Looking North from China Bridge
R132 Inner Relief 50, 000 Band1 Phase 3 - Phase 2 approved by the NTA in December 2024. No part 8086s but pos
Road Tain Bridge U005 M| Conceptand | Phase 3 commenced with a proposed non-statutory consultation in
Options April 2025.
Hoey's Lane, 60, 000 Band1 Phase 37 GW3 Reports approved by the NTA in Dec 2024. Proposed Part 8 Q2 2025
Dundalk U 0 u 5 M| Preliminary Public consultation proposed for 20" March, 2025. Dundalk MD
Design Councillors will received an on-line briefing in advance of PCD.
Mill Street, 75, 000 Band 1 Phase 2 - GW3 comments received from NTA and a workshop held with NTA, | 2025
Dundalk G 005 M| Conceptand | LCC and consultants on 20" November 2024. Resulting from this
Options workshop the drawings will be updated and a non-statutory public
consultation will be held in early Q2 2025, however the Active Travel
Team are conducting meetings with key stakeholders such as schools
and Bus Eireann.
Hill Street Bridge 50, 000 Band1 Phase 2 - GW3 comments received from NTA and a workshop held with NTA, | 2025
to Train Station, G005 M| Conceptand | LCC and consultants on 20" November 2024. Resulting from this
Dundalk Options workshop the drawings will be updated and a non-statutory public
consultation will be held in Q2 2025.
College Heights 150, 00 Band?2 Phase 2 - GW?2 report approved by the NTA in Dec 2024. 2025
to Tom Bellew u5 Concept
Avenue, Dundalk U20M | Development
& Option
Selection
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Project Name Allocation Project Current March 2025- Project update Anticipated Part 8 Completions,
2025 Band Phase subject to NTA approval of Gateways
R132 Dublin 0135, 00 Band1 Phase 31 Second public consultation day along with stakeholder engagement Proposed Part 8 Q2 2025
Road, (Rank U 00 5 M| Preliminary meeting held on the 28" November 2024. Louth Consult portal for
Xerox Junction to Design submissions closed on 12" December 2024.
Greengates) Design Team have reviewed all submissions and are currently updating
preliminary design drawings to reflect these submissions.
- k‘% s | s
g e = W
View of entrance to Xerox Campus Looking to Xerox Junction

Moneymore, G200, 00 Band1 Phase 4 7 CPO public consultation ended 11" February, 2025. 9 submissions | N/A
Active Travel U 005 M| Statutory received. Awaiting decision from An Bord Pleanala.
elements Processes
Safe Routes to
Schools (Round G40, 000 Band1l Phase 6 1 Works nearly completed at Schools 1 & 4 in Dundalk with minor snags
1) U 005 M| Construction | to be completed in Feb 2025. Some Elements (resin will be
1. StLouis incorporated into the Road Works Programme) N/A

Secondary Works relating to Rehab Care on Mill Street, will be incorporated as part

School of Mill Street, Active Travel Project.

Dundalk
2. Rehab Care

Mill Street

Dundalk
3. Saint Brigid's

and Saint

Patrick's

School, :

Drogheda Images : Scoil Aonghusa, Drogheda

B3|Page




shared mobility as a key mechanism for reducing car dependency and
car ownership. Dundalk Town has been identified as a potential
location for the delivery of a pilot project to test the effectiveness of
mobility hubs. The hubs would provide short-term access to a variety
of modes of travel including ebikes, escooters and Electric Vehicles
(EVs).

Project Name Allocation Project Current March 2025- Project update Anticipated Part 8 Completions,
2025 Band Phase subject to NTA approval of Gateways

4. Scoil

Aonghusa,

Drogheda
Safe Routes to 0950, 00 Band1 Phase 2/3 - | The Design Team were appointed in March 2024 and have completed | No part 8d&s but pos
Schools (Round U 005 M| Conceptand | preliminary designs. GW3 Reports submitted to NTA at the end of
2) Options & February 2025. Workshop scheduled to be held with the NTA in March

Preliminary 2025 to obtain approval to progr

1. Bellurgan Design be placed on public display in April 2025.
National School
2. Callystown
National School
3. St Mary's NS,
Knockbridge
4. St. Malachy's
GNS, Dundalk
Safe Routes to 050, 000 Band1 Phase 2 - Louth County Council were informed in Q4 2024 of three new schools | No part 88s but pos
Schools (Round U 005 M| Conceptand | to be included as part of Safe Routes to School Round 3. Funding was
3) Options received 13" Jan 2025.
1.SN Chaoimhin Tender Documents to be prepared seeking Design Consultants for the
Naofa, Design of Proposed works.
Philipstown,
Dunleer
2. Scoil Phadraig
Naofa , Kilcurry
3.Mullaghboy NS.
Bus u500, 00 Funding to allow for the upgrade of bus stops in various locations | N/A
Enhancement across the county including the installation of bus poles and
Programme hardstanding areas plus bus shelters in agreed locations.
Mobility Hubs N/A N/A N/A The Government Climate Action Plan (CAP 23/24) has identified | N/A
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Project Name

Allocation
2025

Project
Band

Current
Phase

March 2025- Project update

Anticipated Part 8 Completions,
subject to NTA approval of Gateways

The pilot project is being led by the National Transport Authority in
conjunction with the Department of Transport with funding being
provided by the Climate Action Fund.

The DOT has submitted a Preliminary Business Case to the
Department of Environment Climate and Communication who manage
the Climate Action Fund and approval in principle to progress the pilot
has been received.

AECOM Consultants have been appointed to further develop a detailed
business case. Representatives from both the DOT and AECOM have
met with Louth County Council and work is now ongoing regarding the
identification of potential location sites and the planning implications
surrounding the delivery of the hubs.
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Airionn an Stitrthéireacht um Fhorbairt na hEagraiochta na seirbhisi larnacha a theastaionn chun an
tUdaras Aititil seo a chothabhail agus a riaradh. Airitear leis seo Acmhainni Corparaideacha agus
Daonna. Airionn sé freisin na feidhmeanna Pobail agus Aerdide agus gach gné de Sheirbhisi
Bainistiochta Dramhaiola agus Sheirbhisi Tréidliachta.

Ta cuig eochairfhreagrachta ag an Stiarthéireacht seo:

Seirbhisi Corporaideacha
Tacaiocht Pobail agus Spoirt
Inbhuanaitheacht

Seirbhisi Tréidliachta
Acmhainni Duine

= =4 =4 4 A

The Organisational Development Directorate includes the central services required to maintain and
administer this Local Authority. This includes Corporate and Human Resources. It also includes the
Community and Climate functions and all aspects of Waste Management Services and Veterinary
Services.

This Directorate has five key areas of responsibility.

Corporate Services
Community Support & Sports
Sustainability

Animal Welfare

Human Resources

= =4 =4 -4 A

LLLLLLY

Joe McGuinness
Stidrthoéir /Director of Service
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Seirbhisi Corporaideacha / Corporate Services

Tuairisc ar Sheirbhisi Custaiméiri / Customer Services Report

During the month of Feb 2025 Customer Services dealt with queries 7,465 calls, 1,305 e-mails and
7,457 counter queries.

Percentage of queries dealt with at first
point of contact
100% m Jan
90% mFeb
32;) m March
600/(0) m April
5006 = May
40% m June
30% m July
20% m Aug
10% Sept
0% m Oct
Telephone Calls Desk Queries Email Queries

There were 3,576 valid Sugar CRM cases recorded during February of which 705 (19.7%) remain
unresolved, broken down by directorate as follows:
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No. of Cases Created in February and still open at
25th of February 2025

2000
1800
1600
1400
1200
1000

800
%
208 t L L ——

DirectoratDirectoratDirectoratDirectoratDirectoratManagem

e of eof eofSocial e of eof entTeam
OrganisatPlacemakDevelopm Strategic Finance
onal ng & ent  Economic and
Developm Physical Developm Support
ent Developm ent
ent
m All Cases 432 756 1833 325 210 20
m Open Cases 86 356 190 62 8 3

During Feb 2025, 351 elected reps. cases were recorded on Sugar of which 122 (34.75 %) remain
unresolved broken down by Directorate as follows:
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Elected Rep Cases Created in February and still open at 25th
Feb 2025

2

0

00
100 i
1L l--...._

Director Director Director Director Director Manage
ate of ate of ate of ate of ate of ment
Organisa Placema Social Strategic Finance Team
tional king & Develop Economi  and
Develop Physical ment c Support
ment Develop Develop
ment ment
m All Cases 42 192 90 20 4 3
mOpen Cases 10 102 7 3 0 0
The table below illustrates activity in the redress area.
Request Received 2024 Total 2025 Total 2025
Jan- Feb Jan - Feb Feb only
FOI REQUEST 27 28 14
DSAR 1 2 0
DATA PROTECTION REQUEST 5 15 5
(AIE) INFORMATION 1 1 1
OMBUDSMAN REQUEST 5 4 4
COMPLAINTS 11 4 1

Clar Toghthairi / Electoral Register

The Franchise Section are actively engaged in a data cleansing task in advance of the transfer of data to the
National Voter.ie system which is envisaged will be live in early 2026. Voter.ie will strengthen accuracy and

data management of constituents registered to vote.

As part of this data cleansing process, letters have been sent to 1370 electors who are registered in dwellings
with no valid Eircode registered on the iReg system. The Eircode detail ensures accuracy and that electors
are registered within the correct Electoral Division. These constituents are asked to return this detail at their
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earliest opportunity to the Franchise Section or via reqgister@louthcoco.ie. Failure to make contact with us
may resultinthe e | e c temaval fsom the Electoral Register.

It is envisaged that when this project is completed within the coming weeks, that Louth County Council will
have 100% Eircodes recorded for our Electors, which will result in the most accurate Register in the Country.

Check that your details on the
Electoral Register are current and correct

Fc’ YOUR VOICE MATTERS AND
%{d a YOURVOTE IS IMPORTANT (1 | mommastinn
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Tacaiocht Pobail / Community Support Cathaoirl each of Ar dee Mu
Sheri dan, commented on the
Contae LU atd Bauil le hAois / Age Friendly Louth AiThis award is a testament
dedication of al |l those ir
‘ Louth a | e afdreirenidh y agad S
Age Friendly initiatei vAsdeeThGar den Car
LOUTH Programme is a shining exa
partnerships can make a re
l'ives. 0
Lout h County Counci | Wi ns "Best Green
Sustainable I nitiative' at LdaAMA Coumtuyn i € yu rmmidl remai |
Council Awards by example infpriematiynprag
sustainabl e community I n
The Counci l was proud to samnoumoge t guamptecveenftt hef e
success at the prestigious
Awar ds, organised by the L - o)
Association (LAMA), wher e
Green Sustainable Initiatd.i

was hel dF®omr 22ry at the Ro:
Hot el in Cor k.

Thi s recognition highlic

l ongstanding commit ment t

Friendly Society in County unt

in Ilreland to gain Age Fr i« n th

Worl d Health Organization

has condsyi slteechtt he way 4 n

friendly principles across PuiLCP;re TG i.n"gthe award for
Initlat+RvstdIarr.ePLaddy Mc Qui I | a

The award specifically cel elaGui esestshki rereccre 96 Defr vi dees.

Ardee Gar den Car e & RepaifFrnbPr $Sgraimme,Semi or Executive

commuwiriyen initiative |auwnecnhGhaiTperson of, Qlh¢ed People

scheme i n 2024 wi t h t he fivancv: ai vuauni iy (VA N1 uc €

Munici pal District Counci vati ve

| . This i n
programmespraovfirdee gardeni ho&a?l%@apg?rpe@t ﬁrogr%mme %85

older and vulnerable resiolg&8 %C EH em?ﬁg‘;’gorgrﬁ Tg(ﬁg%%ge&f

i mprove their wellbeing th

accessible, safe, and welc t'OBSO l1)0 re than

appl ations were submitted by communlty and
The initiative reflects t‘f?”ta“g%r%f%bfromaf"%ssg&enﬂ%‘?é tie
coll aboration, bringing t PR ﬂswrl erevew&@np&e%
Counci l , Ar dee Qadarddya TD2wnch MaDrchI tlnlster or Rural a:nd
Dee Hub, and Age Frlendly fm qu?,tqp@en é{V'tarP%ottbsgehuhS
not only enhances t he %F?C?S% e}ﬂ%u}ﬁ?smgw%ctommgamog
strengthens communi ty tles, ensuring t hat ol der
residents feel supported and valued.
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Louth Comhairle na nOg

Combhairle..
wszzmna nOg

On the 18™ February Louth Comhairle na nOg held
the first Louth Comhairle na nOg Advisory Network
meeting for 2025. This network brings together the
members of Comhairle na nOg with the various
stakeholders from agencies and organisations that
are working with and for young people in Louth. The
members get to highlight the key issues for young
people that were identified at the Annual Conference
in November and the agencies give their experience
and expertise in delivering local services.

Twenty-two Combhairle members from Dundalk,
Drogheda and Mid Louth took part in the event and
gave an overview of the key issues relating to
education, mental health, drugs and vaping and
services for young people. The young people have
decided to highlight the issues around vaping as it
came up several times at the conference and is a
major concern in all three communities in the
County.

The organisations that make up the Advisory
Network are Louth County Council T Finbar Gethins,
Louth Children and Young Peoples Committee i
Joanne Murphy, Louth Meath Education and
Training Board i Aaron Fowler, Louth Local
Development i Christina King and Dundalk
Outcomers i Lorna Costello. The event started with
a Wh o 06 s Wh o ? wi t h t he
representatives which gave the young people a
chance to discover the different organisations and
the work each does.

This will be a very busy year for Louth Comhairle na
nOg with many of the members attending Regional
and National Consultations for young people
including Dail na nOg Annual Showcase, National
Youth Assembly, DCEDIY Youth Data Advisory
group and the LMETB Youth Services Committee so
far.
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In addition, the Combhairle will continue with the
strong cross border links developed with Newry,
Mourne and Down Youth Council and will continue
to develop iLUminate i the youth E Zine started in
2024.

Louth Comhairle na nOg Advisory Network Meting

Public Participation Network (PPN)

FebruaMyolud h PPN hosted Pu
Training whi ch t ook pl ace
Dundal k. Participants hone
techniques, body | anguage
prepare them for speaking |
Februa'Mijouaz h PPNO6s Secreta
first time in 2025 in The N\
projects for 2025 were agr

T Femal e Particig@gamedonati nt &

girls who traditionally d
women to encourage them b
previously enjoyed.

T Communi tty#®eer Mentoring

T Environinfemawmdsed on makin
| ake more accessible arot
i mproved access and signa
‘HYoutlH'hls ect wi || f o
Vied g iod g ﬁg?ﬂéyyoung popul
rai sed as a concern by yol
County as a project they
in 2025 There is potent
Heal t hy Lout h,ar@ammunHSE
CYPSC to highlight the ea
identify businesses which
the age restriction for s
by youth members on the i
T Engl i sh Throudghi Sewirmg ec
integrate English | anguag
t o supperatt i meon Engl i sh s



i mprove communication skiHKdy,6 Oubtocoosnte sc o&n flintpeancc e

and soci al i nwéeli oour §di Wi likcbeased physical acti v
run in the Barbican Centreamond®drpaghtidai pvdttihnga st ud
final showcase event hapfehricomotdtont lod PRME mwor k, [

awards towards the end of tihret ereaaat.i ofmhitsh rporuog he cstt r u
is being rountiimncaoliltehb t he EQdwmaocieldb sawar eness of t h

Arts Office and I ntegrationcdm@mani.gn, which encourag
1 Yout-Bi m&he online magazine firleceUneinnvaitreonments for yol
was <created | ast year asf ISéutemgPP&NBed yoathaborati
thematic project. It is an Loonutihne telzé n& At r e atnedd Dbuyn
youth members for youth membemns$t hl @anids weddpPesead i nil
to issue 4 editions throughout 2025 but I icences

and some graphicldebségmegdpbpoowl edgement s:
to support this ambiti on. Healthy Louth extends its appreciation to Aoife
Burns, Dundalk FC, and Mick Neville, FAI, for their

Februa'yThie4 Council r ecei v eaadeintdéierindtRicibtiatye.

l ayout for the Income & Expenditure Report 2024.
This document is due to bel[ e ,

to the DRMMRrkyn.28 !

Gener al

Preparations ar e under way &d

upcoming MD meetings due

M Dundal k MDi Merd a h'Ma Oc h
6pm

1T Drogheda MD W a@eateis rui‘gilWarchh Aoife Burns (Dundalk FC) and Mick Neville (FAI) pictured

@ 10am with students from St. Brigidds
" Educate Together, two of the six schools that participated
l ';‘r deeM&®t i Wgdnes dtd‘l\ya riczh @ in the programme delivering this initiative.
P m

Heal thy Louth Lauundhes t he

Louth PPN are reviewing thegiglhnMey wigtohs tchhe eG@unci |
which i s duiegred betfomid .26 TheommUnity Connect 2025 C

l aunched, as a centrali se
Healthy Louth communities across Louth i
t hroughout the year. Thi s

The Tr2 Li

ttle Birds SchoolackEestsbdlol: Progr amme
supported vi

a the Healthy Ir&dpaonti Rgndgommunity event :
f Training sessions
Programme Overview: f Funding opportunities

Si x schools recently partiTchiepatade nidar Tihhec ITu ke sL iktetyl ¢

Birds School Foot ball Progmd mmiel, | adre i eaguliatiyeupda
ai med at promoting physical haytiariitsyg, t eamwor kg and r
inclusion through sport. Delailwerbd k& irre spoaurrtcnee rfsohri pc ownm:

t he FAI and Dpmoglrla mmé, prloei ded
student s with an engagi ngkefyo®bbeaelkht i veexsp e& ilemmpcaect :
designed to encourage act i %eEnlhiafnecsitnygl ecso mmudi s@d i @In |

connection. organi sations, service pi
T Ilncreasing awar eness of
events, training, and f u
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1 Supporting coll aborationthaougétsthkecCpbpeatitvee Healt
strengthen community engagement.he Shared | sl and st

Ongoing Maintenance & Acce®On:'!'TFebruary 2025, Paul a

The Council Community Teamlwielllanadv eCsceredicmdtemrd,ar Heal t

updates, ensuring its cont®&nnteemai(munaad kr avtoeutan dCe n

up to dat e. Coordinator) presented the

Public AccC€esmsmiltiynkConnect Caleandari ty for Well being N

2025 hosted byl rCaleaand.ve

Next Steps: Project Aims & | mpact:

T Promoti on of t he cal endiacCr otelsrraegh cloddalbor ati on
net wor ks, soci al medi a, peampd e partopaeath and Newr)
organi sations. T Promoting ment al heal t h

1 Ongoing coll aboration wit hcrceamntnuwmd te/n ggargoeunpesnt .

and stakeholders to expanfdStcomringnthening a sense o

T Regul ar revi ew to enhancearutsiachiigantys. and

engagement with the resoufrEacour ageaxigr sdifon throug
initiatives.

This initiative has been sTuhpepcersteend aby onh hlei dHrelail g thtye d
Il reland Fund, Age Friendl ywoLdatle amd tthhee nlexut st eps
PPN.
Next Steps:
T Continued engagement wit
and partner organisation:
5 WAYS TO WELLBEING 1T Develo pment of further Cc
I focused initiatives undei
1 Ongoing evaluation of- pr
term sustainability.
Thi s initiative exempl i fie
approaches to youth ment al
reinforcing t-bhberdaelrueobf ab
community devel opment.

Creativity for Well being Networkina Even

Dat®'February 2025
LocatbDwml i n

ProjPetr Future Me
Lead Or garmHesadttihoon:Lout h
Part nkRumdal k Youth Centr e, Magnet
( Newry)

Fundi ng SQrpegaotritv.d Shraeleand
Il sl and Health and Well being Fundg

Overvi ew:

Heal thy Lout h, in coIIaboratSion a Wlnt o 1% m%utkhYo
Centre and the Magnet Cen_trg'l abﬁéﬁg t3f1'e D%ea;eFBu hﬁ Me b
t he ' Dear Future Me' project, |at|ve unded
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Thi s initiati ve continues
engagement and i nformatior
Louthoés commitment to heal:

Louth
Ms . Paula Keenan presenting at thi T 3 e
Wel | being Networking Event e \(@) ) Louth County Cound
Heal thy LouthFRHéwshetyt &ar ch
2025 LEADER Programmes
The 13th edition of the Health er has
been published, providing key LEADER I t h
and well bei n g initiati-ves EWol@ Development led by local communities S bi
mont hly publication serves as a vital resource to
i nform communi ti es, stakehol der s and partners
about ngngaoiogr ammes, eventsa EAD&ERa2@2Babl egr amme
resources.
The LEADERO0O2D2Brogramme <coO

Key Focus Areas: supporteptevpteses and corm
The newsletter aligns withtdeamphyvier ehanduptioyi oy |
t hemes, including: communities throughout Col
f Mental Health approximately 03.75 millic
T Nutrition funding in Lout h through
1 Physical Activity Progr amme.
1 Sexual Heal t h
f Tobacco & Alcohol AwarenesessADER Project Funding App!
1 Workplace Well being
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Tidy Town Project Scheme
The Tidy Town Project

Scheme
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Preparations are also in progress for the Louth
PEACEPLUS Action Plan launch event on 10th April
2025.
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Local Authority Integration Team

The LAIT team in partnership with Louth GAA Head
of Games, Pierce Caherty, hosted a training
programme for men with Dowdallshill GAA club in
Dundalk. Over three weeks, residents from centres
in Dundalk attended Gaelic Football training. As a
result of the programme, eight of the participants
have signed up with Dowdallshill to play Gaelic
Football.

Training Programme at Dowdallshill GAA Club

The Integration team attended Vicarious Trauma
training hosted by the Fingal LAIT team on 11"
February in Blanchardstown. The Training was
provided by Spirasi who work with victims of torture.

The first sub-committee meetings from the CIF
began in February. The Health, Social & Cultural
and the Housing committees met to discuss the
issued faced by stakeholders and residents in the
accommodation centres located throughout County
Louth. The sub-committees will meet each quarter
and will report back to the Community Integration
Forum.
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Sport

Dundalk Sports Centre
Over 50s Pickleball and Badminton

With pickleball increasing in popularity around the
country the Sports Centre decided to allocate a
Friday morning slot at 1lam to pickleball and
badminton for over 50s. Over the last few weeks, the
numbers increased from 3 people in the first week to
14 in the most recent class. It has been great fun and
all participants chose to play pickleball rather than
badminton, which shows its popularity.

Joer PICKLEBAL}
&
50'8 BADMINTgy

Ualk in

Development Basketball

Development basketball is a way for teenagers to be
introduced to basketball informally before they
decide to join a team. The session is every Saturday
from 12-2pm in partnership with Dundalk Ravens
basketball club. The age ranges from 12-17 years
old with a fantastic turnout of 30+ participants in
recent weeks. The session is a great way for teens
from all over Louth to make friendships through sport
without competitiveness.

Development Basketball Session at Dundalk Sports Centre



After-school Futsal Activity Track bookings

At the beginning of this month our highly missed February has seen an increase in track school
Futsal after school activity returned. Futsal is indoor bookings, with secondary school students using the
football with some differentiating rules to outdoor track to carry out their Leaving Cert P.E
football, such as no high balls, sly tackling or assessments.

heading the ball. A futsal is smaller and heavier to

keep the play low and as it is played indoors in a Louth Local Sports Partnership

small area, it is great for improving speed and close
contact skills which can be transferred outdoors. The
session is every Tuesday from 4-5pm for boys and
girls aged 8-12 years old.

Coach & Volunteer Education Programmes 2025

Louth Local Sports Partnership facilitated the
following coach and volunteer education
programmes in February 2025.

Activity Date Venue
Safeguarding 13th Online
Level 1 February
Safeguarding 27" February Online
Level 1
Disability 5t February DKIT
Awareness in College
Sport Campus
Autism in Sport | 12t February Online
Training

School Basketball

Lourdes Stadium )
The School Basketball programme continued

Run a mile with a Smile through February in local primary schools in
Drogheda. This is a 6-week long programme that is

The Lourdes Stadium has added an additional run in conjunction with the Drogheda Wolves

l unchtime class 6Run A Mi | Baskgthall Glub.ATheghigren iegrn the findangestal s

are beginning to expand and grow in popularity. This skills of dribbling, passing and shooting. The added

addition will be the Lourdes Stadiums fifth benefits of this were that the children got to engage

programme. in teamwork while improving their physical activity
levels.

Ten schools are involved in the programme from the
greater Drogheda area.

INQUIRIES: TMAIL
LOURCESSTADIUMOLOUTHCOCO I1E
CALLOBT 172 1650

. [r—

oo e Sty opite L ”‘v,_:,
~ School Basketball in Droghea
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Industry Placement with Louth LSP

We were delighted to welcome James Lambe to
Louth Local Sports Partnership this month for a 12-
week industry placement from Dundalk Institute of
Technology. James is currently in his 3rd year
studying for a BA (Hons) in Health & Physical
Activity.

James will be working alongside our Development

Officers, lending his skills and energy to various
projects during his time with us.

POIRT LG

= S e |
James Lambe, Industry Placement Student with Louth
Local Sports Partnership

Autism In Sport

Louth Local Sports Partnership successfully
delivered an online Autism in Sport training session
on February 12th. The course was attended by
coaches, teachers, and volunteers from various
sports clubs and community groups across the
county.

This specialised training aimed to provide
participants with a greater understanding of autism
and how it may impact individuals in a sporting
environment. The session covered key strategies to
create more inclusive and supportive opportunities
ensuring that participants can engage in physical
activity in a way that meets their needs.
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patell\Wednesday February 12th

6:30pm - 9:00pm

Online

Louth LSP
Consultations

Strategic Plan  Community

Louth Local Sports Partnership is excited to
announce the development of its Strategic Plan for
2025-2029, which will shape the future of sport and
physical activity across the county.

As part of this process, community consultations
took place in February, offering residents, clubs,
schools and community groups the opportunity to
share their insights and ideas. These sessions are
designed to ensure the strategy reflects the needs
and aspirations of the local community.

These sessions were open to everyone, and the
LSP encouraged all stakeholders to attend and
share their perspectives. Feedback from these
consultations will help shape priorities and create
opportunities to enhance sport and physical activity
for all in County Louth.

From these meetings, the Local Sport Partnership
will be able to shape their strategic plan to better suit
the needs of all clubs and groups within County
Louth. The last consultation was conducted online
on the 25™ of February to allow any clubs or groups

t hat wer enot able to atten:i

opinion on what they believe would benefit sport
within County Louth.



Louth Local Sports Partnership February 2025, some of which remain open pending

-, g further investigations.

Complaint | Received in Total
anabeour~boak-2030 Stidtegic I Re votr Type Feb 2025 Received in
e moro ot ool BT G 2025
Dates & Venues WaSte/ C&D 23 45

Waste Facility Permits/  Certificates of
Registration

One Technical amendment was completed on a
waste facility permit and a review application has

Volunteer Sport Award been received in February 2025.

Congratulations to Pat Greene from Seapoint Pitch Diesel Laundering Waste

& Putt Club, who has been named the Louth There were four IBCs dumped so far in February
recipient of the 2024 Federation of Irish Sport 2025 with the approxi mate «
Volunteer in Sport Award. Volunteers are the heart The total cost for clean-up of diesel laundering waste

of sport, and Patods dedi c 3olfdrif 2025 s Approximateyluy 2 Mg d . a
difference in his club and community. This year saw

a record number of nominations from across 53 Waste Enforcement
sporting activities, highlighting the incredible
commitment of volunteers nationwide. Waste Enforcement Officers received a number of

complaints this month in relation to Waste Collection
Permit holders collecting prior to 6am in town areas.
All complaints are under investigation and contact
has been made with the relevant waster collector.
Any collection between the hours of 6am and 10pm
in area where a 60km per hour or lower speed limit,
without prior agreement, is a non-compliance with
the conditions of their Waste Collection Permit.

Litter Enforcement & Investigations

Litter wardens continue to

Mr. Pat Greene pictured with Ms. Mary Coyle at Seapoint i i i
bitch & Putt Club within the county daily r
from me mber s of t he publ
L. . engagin with tid t owns |
Bainistiocht Dramhail, Gniomh 9ad 9 Y g
Comhshaoil & Aeraide /| Waste I n February, Litter War d
Management, Environment & Climate investigations in response
: member s of the public. 20

Action ; .

_— were issued in February wh
under the Litter Pollution

Sustainability

Some ca$ e enbdyedt he Litter ‘

Waste Enforcement February are as foll ows:

Summary of Complaints
A total of 23 complaints were received and
investigated by the Waste Enforcement team in
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Dog Fouling

I n February
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Environmental Regulation

Water Quality and Complaints

7 water pollution complaints were received in
February. Investigations and site visits were carried
out in all cases and all complaints were investigated
with one complaint remaining open.

Air & Noise Pollution Complaints
4 air pollution complaints were received this month.
All complaints were investigated.

5 noise pollution cases were received. All complaints
have been investigated.

Farm Survey Inspections

So far during the month of February, Louth County
Council carried out 3 planned farm survey
inspections and 3 farm follow-up inspections under
the Good Agricultural Practice Regulations.

Annual returns for agricultural inspections are in the
process of being drafted and will be submitted to the
EPA.

No agricultural complaints were received in
February regarding slurry spreading.
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River Water sampling and Water framework
directive

Routine surveillance and operational monitoring of
rivers for the water framework directive programme
and EPA schedule has been completed for February
2025.

Discharge Licences

Assessment inspections were carried out on 11
monitoring results received by Louth County Council
in February for Section 4 Discharge Licences.

Licenced landfills

Quarterly monitoring of groundwater, surface water
and leachate was carried out in February at Dundalk
landfill, Whiteriver and Drogheda landfills.

Monthly monitoring of perimeter gas monitoring
points was completed at Dundalk, Drogheda and
Whiteriver as required by EPA licences for the sites.

Flare emission testing and surface volatile organic
carbon survey were carried out at Dundalk and
Whiteriver landfills. Two incidents were uploaded
onto the EPA EDEN website in February. They
related to
Dundalk landfill and exceedance of CO, at a number
of perimeter gas monitoring points at Whiteriver
landfill. Corrective action is being progressed for
incidents to be closed out.

Annual environmental reports, landfill gas surveys
and pollution inventory reports are in preparation.
These are due for submission in March 2025 for
each site.

Septic Tanks

All advisory notices in relation to septic tank
inspections conducted in 2024 have now been
closed off.

Rural Water Programme

Capital Funding for Group Schemes

The Council in consultation with the Group Water
Schemes submitted an application to the
Department for Housing, Local Government and
Heritage for funding under a planned three-year
Multi Annual Rural Water Programme 2024 7 2026.
The expert panel are continuing with their evaluation

exceedance of



of applications under the remaining measures A4,
A5 & A9 and notifications of any successful
application will follow in due course.

The overall purpose of the MARWP and other grants
is to provide the necessary funding to improve the
guality, quantity and reliability of the water services
relied upon by rural dwellers, where no public water
services are available.

Individual Domestic Water Supplies Grant

A total of a21,122.25
February 2025 for Individual Domestic Water
Supplies (more commonly called private wells).

Domestic Lead Remediation Grant Scheme
There was one application received and processed
for Lead Replacement.

Climate Action
EU Mission, Adaptation to Climate Change

Members of the Climate Action Team are taking part
in a series of training organised by the EU Climate
Adaptation Mission. This is designed to build
capacity for stakeholder engagement specifically
around climate adaptation.

The Council have been successful in their
application to the EU Climaxx funding scheme-
Climate risk and vulnerability assessment
framework and toolbox. This is a Horizon Europe
project that will provide financial and practical
support to improve regional climate and emergency
risk management plans.

This grant funding will provide a full data driven
climate risk assessment for the County. This will
inform the delivery of an inclusive climate adaptation
strategy, with adaptation solutions that the citizens
have co-designed using local, regional, and EU
knowledge to deliver this first of a kind project for
Ireland.
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@QLINAAX Resources

Regional Climate Risk Assessment Resources

Navigating Climate Risk Assessments (CRA): CLIMAAX guides you through your regional Climate
Risk Assessments and provides you with tools and datasets for the assessment.

Climate adaptation

Community Climate Action

W a s The Gomrdunity Climag Pdidn iFuh@ vias 1aunched

by Minister Ryan. Training around state aid and
administering this fund was attended by the Climate
Action Coordinator and Community Climate Action
Officer.

The Community Climate Action Officer has
contacted 22 successful groups who have been
approved for funding under the Community Climate
Action Fund to discuss their projects.

The 22 successful groups continue to work with the
Community Climate Action Officer as they enter the
delivery phase of their projects.

The Community Climate Action Officer has been
busy assisting each active project with queries and
technical input. The administration of the funding
paperwork requirements to meet the fund's rules as
set out by DECC is a key role of the Community
Climate Action Officer. There is almost daily contact
between LCC and DECC to clarify questions about
this fund. This is to provide the best service to the
community groups to ensure that they can complete
their projects in the easiest and most successful
manner.

During February, two more projects have completed
their works phase and are now moving into the
drawdown of funding phase, a number of projects
are ongiong and are in the process of completion
under the Community Climate Action Fund.



Polytunnels at Muirhevnamor Community Garden, which
have been installed on their grounds to produce locally
grown food under the Community Climate Action Fund.

Photos from Naomh Mairtin GAA club who have recently
installed infrared heating panels under the Community
Climate Action Fund.

The Community Climate Action Officer would like to
acknowledge the work of all community groups who
are currently working on projects as part of the
Community Climate Action Fund.
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A full list of all approved projects can be found on
Louth County Counci l
https://www.louthcoco.ie/en/services/environment/c
limate-action/community-climate-action-funding-
strand/

If you would like to know further information on the
Community Climate Action Fund, please emalil
climateaction@Iouthcoco.ie

Biodiversity Action
The Biodiversity Officer, Helen Hanratty has applied
for funding to deliver the biodiversity work
programme for 2025.

An Chombhairle Oidhreachta
The Heritage Council

Under the Heritage Council administered Local
Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP) Scheme 2025
Local Authority Biodiversity Officers can apply for
funding to either undertake the development of a
Local Biodiversity Action Plan or to implement key
actions of the plan if already completed. Match
funding of 25% monetary contribution has been
provided by Louth County Council. Decisions on the
success of applications and the availability of
funding in expected in March.

An tSeirbhis Pdirccanna
Ndisitnta agus Fiadhdlra
National Parks and Wildlife
Service

Similarly, the delivery of priority biodiversity action in
local authorities is delivered through the National
Parks and Wildlife Service administered Local
Biodiversity Action Fund (LBAF) Scheme 2025.
Local Authorities alone are eligible to apply to this
fund. LBAF provides funding for local authorities to
carry out projects that target the objectives of
Il rel andods 41t h Nati onal
(NBAP) 2023-2030.

The focus for 2025 is on strengthening the evidence
base for biodiversity, supporting practical
conservation and restoration projects, enhancing
ecological capacity through knowledge transfer and
training and to engage communities in education
and awareness activities. The Biodiversity Officer
has prepared a number of applications, which align

0s
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with the NPWS national priorities, under this fund.
Match funding of 15% monetary contribution has
been provided by Louth County Council. Decisions
on the success of applications and the availability of
funding in expected in March.

To celebrate World Wetlands Day on Sunday 2"
February 2025, the Biodiversity Officer hosted a
wintering waterbird guided birdwatching walk along
the banks of the lower reaches of Castletown
Estuary, Dundalk.

Dundalk Bay is an important protected site for
wintering waterbirds, nationally but also in a
European and international context.

Photo: Wintering Waterbirds in the Castletown Estuary on
World Wetlands Day.

Waterbirds are an important indicator of the health
of our wetlands. Each winter skilled volunteers from
National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) and
BirdWatch Ireland monitor wintering waterbird
populations at wetland sites across Ireland. The Irish
Wetland Bird Survey (I-WeBS) is coordinated by
BirdWatch Ireland and funded by the National Parks
and Wildlife Service. To find out more about this
survey please see: Irish Wetland Bird Survey (I-
WeBS) - BirdWatch Ireland

World Wetlands Day - Wintering Waterbirds
Castletown Estuary, Dundalk. Co. Louth

Guided birdwatching walk (2.5km)
with Derek Watters, BirdWatch Ireland Louth
1.30-3.30pm - Sunday 2nd February 2025
Meeting @ George’s Quay, Dundalk Port

The walk was led by Derek Watters from the
BirdWatch Louth Branch with support from Jennifer
Lynch, North Louth Conservation Ranger, NPWS
and Helen Hanratty, Biodiversity Officer Louth
County Council.

Photo: Event hosts - Derek Watters, BirdWatch Louth
Branch, Helen Hanratty, Biodiversity Officer, Louth County
Council & Jennifer Lynch, Conservation Ranger NPWS.

More than 50 participants joined the event to find out
more about the wealth of birdlife the feed and breed
in Dundalk Bay. Twenty-seven species of bird were
recorded on the day, including; Teal, Shelduck,
Lapwing, Oystercatcher, Redshank, Curlew,
Buzzard, Goldcrest and Stonechat.

I f youob6d I|like to |l earn mor
can see in Louth please see | r el andés B
BirdWatch Ireland

Photo: Event participants i More than 50 participants
attended the World Wetlands Day Wintering Waterbirds
Watch and Watch Event.

Collecting data and submitting records or the birds

you see can help to improve understanding of the
health of our wetlandsRecor di ng Il r el an
A Begi nn e gwvesinfoBnatiod @ how to get
involved in biological recording. You can submit
recordsthroughl r el anddés Citi findn S
out more here.

The Heritage Council in partnership with Louth
Library Services have made ecological recording
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equipment like binoculars and field guides available
for the public to borrow through their Environmental
Science Kits for Ecological Recording (ESKER)
Scheme 1 please see here for more information
Environmental Science Kits for Ecological

Recording (ESKER) | The Heritage Council

Photo: Environmental Science Kits for Ecological
Recording can be borrowed by contacting Louth Library
Services.

BAT CONSERVATION

IRELAND

The first meeting of the Louth Bat Group was held
on Saturday 22" February 2025 in Dundalk Library.

Twenty interested individuals joined the meeting to
find out more about how they can take an active role
in recording, surveying, providing bat habitat and bat
rehabilitation in County Louth.

/ 4 B - %
Photo: Attendees at the first meeting of the Louth Bat
Group.
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The event was hosted by Biodiversity Officer, Helen
Hanratty with support from Anna Collins, a dedicated
volunteer with the Kildare Branch of Bat
Conservation Ireland and Jennifer Lynch, North
Louth Conservation Ranger, NPWS.

Bats and their roosts are protected by Irish and EU
law because all species have declined and some are
threatened or endangered. Participants learned
about the suite of legal protections for bats in Ireland
and the role of the NPWS in providing public advice
about bats in houses, how they link with licensed
rehabilitators in treatment of injured or grounded
bats and their responsibilities around issuing
licences and the enforcement of wildlife offences.

The group was given an overview of the 9 species
of bats resident in Ireland, how they depend on a
structures like old buildings, trees and ivy to nest and
roost and how a healthy biodiversity environment
with linear features like rivers, meadows and
hedgerows are important in supporting them to feed
safely. Bats are very sensitive to light, with the
impact of street and residential lighting being
highlighted as a concern.

Bat species of
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Photo: Bat Species of Ireland

To find out more about the work of Bat Conservation
Ireland please see their website:
www.batconservationireland.org

If you would like to become a member of the Louth
Bat Group please contact Helen Hanratty,
Biodiversity Officer Louth County Council on
biodiversity@Iouthcoco.ie, all members of the group



https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=1400&r=show&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.heritagecouncil.ie%2Four-work-with-others%2Fenvironmental-science-kits-for-ecological-recording-esker&t=161edcc860809417be64840a4c01152148b3c19a
https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=1400&r=show&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.heritagecouncil.ie%2Four-work-with-others%2Fenvironmental-science-kits-for-ecological-recording-esker&t=161edcc860809417be64840a4c01152148b3c19a
https://www.batconservationireland.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/BCIrelandGuidelines_Lighting.pdf
https://www.batconservationireland.org/
mailto:biodiversity@louthcoco.ie

should also be members of Bat Conservation Ireland
for affiliation and insurance purposes.

Photo: Bat display at the first Louth Bat Group.

Sustainability
Facilities

Oriel Centre, Dundalk - South Gable

The south gable wall and chimney/ventilation stack
has suffered problems with dampness for several
years mostly related to water penetration through
defective joints in the coping stones and masonry
guoins. New works to improve weather resistance of
the Oriel Centre, Carrickmacross Road, Dundalk are
complete. The works involved the replacement of
lead around the roof of the south gable wall and
chimney, removal of moss and overgrowth and
restoration of lime-mortar pointing to the full wall.
The works were undertaken for the Council by
McGuigan Builders of Co. Monaghan and inspected
by Liam Mulligan, Conservation Architect.
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Photos: New Works to reduce Water Ingress at Oriel
Centre Dundalk

Drogheda Fair Street Machinery Yard Security
Update

Louth County Council Facilities Team have procured
a PSDP, Designer, PSCS and Contractor to
complete the following security upgrades at
Drogheda Fair Street Machinery Yard:

Underground Automation of Vehicle Gate
Safety Sensors for Automated Gate

Access Controls Readers for Vehicle Gate
Including Long Range Reader

Access Controls for Machinery Office Door
Access Controls for Clocking in Machine Door
Pedestrian Gate Access Control

Installation of 11 Additional HD Mega Pixel IP
Cameras

= =4 -8 =9 = =4 =9

A pre-commencement site meeting is being
arranged to enable work to commence in March
2025.

Photo: Existing Entrance to Machinery Yard at
Greenlanes, Drogheda

Drogheda  Festive  Lighting Connection
Upgrades
Staff from +the Counci |l

identified and agreed proposed locations for new,
Safe-Electric-compliant festive lighting connection
boxes and mini pillars at West St Drogheda with a



Louth County Council nominated electrical
contractor and ESB Networks.

Drogheda Fair Street Francis Johnson Building
Planned Upgrades 2025

Pl anning for Upgr ade Wo r k
6 no. Locations have been agreed to allow the Francis Johnson Building a
existing high level, wall mounted, connection boxes, at an advanced stage and tt
be completely replaced. Those existing (old) be offered for tender in

connection boxes presented a danger to pedestrians
and the work will eliminate that risk.

Some typical locations of existing vs. proposed
options are as below with the red X being the new
Mini pillar location:

Bessexwell Lane

Photos: Proposed Locations for new festive lighting
connection boxes and mini pillars (at End of West Street,
junction at Magdalene Street and Bessexwell Lane)

RFE Split Door Cabinet RFE2Door
Public Lighting>> Single/Three Phase Pillar (Metered)
c/w with Customer Section
Approved to ESB Specification

o
a

]
L

Sketch: Proposed Split Door Minipillar that will be
installed in 6no. locations for new festive lighting
connections for Drogheda Town
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Dundalk Fire Station Energy Upgrades

Further energy improvements at Dundalk Fire
Station are now well underway which include fabric
upgrade, new space heating, domestic hot water
and drying room facility upgrades that all form part
of the 2024 Energy Project Charters.

Air Source Heat Pump

1 3no. new 300litre hot water cylinders are now
operational at the station for the increased hot
water demands during the busy training period.

1 While the new electrical immersion heaters will
eventually be charged by the heat pump, they
now have 6kW heating coils per cylinder,
offering shortest possible re-heat time.

1 The station was peaking at 60no. x hot water
showers per training day in January and so were
glad of this.

Photos: The 3 no. x new 300Itr DHW cylinders, the fused
spur isolation points and cabling containment and new
pumpset now operational within Dundalk Fire Station
plantroom.



Rooflights

There have been 23no. new, A+ Energy-Rated
rooflights installed in the station, replacing the old,
draughty, dull plastic type that were in place for over
25+ years. The station officers have already
commented that the station is unrecognisable with
the retained heat because of this new addition.

Photo: A View from te training tower shing 19 of 23
(total) new A+ Energy-Rated Rooflights at Dundalk Fire
Station.

12 no. x PPE Suit, and 20 no. x Boot/Glove new
Drying Stations have been installed within the
existing containerised facility at Dundalk Fire
Station. These drying stat i oPAosshoping Ingpafago Of_t'éei\'eﬂ’ﬁpﬂfryﬁ"% 6To|
Trock?© Technol ogy, whereby el ecSXfSt?n}athlé”?akF'fegt"’rlmt'o bl ow

heaters, are connected to rust-free, stainless-steel
tubular drying hangers, that dry the PPE from inside-
out, rather than outside-in.

SUSTAINABLE ENERGY
SEAI Monitoring & Reporting 2030

The 3 no. new blow heaters, are consuming much

less electricity than the old combination of: Louth County Council has completed the first stage

of SEAI 6s Monitoring and
1) 6kW Blow Heater 2024, which involved inputting / validating gas and
2) 0.5kW Industrial Dehumidifier and electric meter data before 31 January 2025.

3) 2no. x 2kW electrical panel heaters
) P The final deadline is on the 16" May 2025, and the

data which is required to be submitted is as follows:
Energy Usage (Diesel, Petrol, Kerosene)
Energy Generation (Wind & Solar PV)
Energy Projects

Or gani sBuiidingsn 6 s

Vehicle Fleet

Business Travel

This is a total consumption of 10.5kW per hour of
operation.

Top-Trock, negates the need for these, and is only
consuming 2.7kW total per hour, a 75% energy
reduction on this item alone.

S

Louth County Council will strive to continue leading
by exemplar and will work on gathering all the above
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Reduce Your Use Campaign - Staff Enerqy

Awareness Programme

Louth County Council remains actively involved in
the Reduce Your Use winter campaign, which runs
from October 2024 to March 2025. This initiative, led
jointly by SEAI and the Office of Public Works,
assists public bodies in promoting winter energy
awareness among staff while sustaining or
enhancing the savings achieved in the past two
campaigns.

This month, our focus was on heating. Posters were
shared with staff via email and displayed on the staff
notice board.

As part of Cardigan Culture, we encouraged staff
to dress appropriately for the weather and keep an
extra layer at work to stay comfortable during colder
moments.

We emphasised the importance of keeping radiators
free from obstructions to ensure proper airflow and
efficient heating.

's a
Cover-up!

Keep radators cear - the haal can't
get out If they're covered,
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Graphics from Reduce your Use promotion energy saving

A detailed and informative SEAI video on heat
pumps for domestic use was shared with staff,
providing valuable insights into their benefits,
functionality, and efficiency. The video aimed to
address common questions while also highlighting
the various grants currently available to support
those considering an upgrade to energy-efficient
heating solutions.

Why install a heat pump?

* Reduced carbon footprint

| it womsEOT

Promotion showing the benefits of Heat Pumps

St Brigidés Bank Hol i da

Before the February Bank Holiday weekend, the
Energy Office encouraged staff to Power Down
before leaving, reinforcing the importance of
switching off unused equipment to prevent
unnecessary energy consumption. This small yet
meaningful action not only reduces power waste but
also promotes a lasting behavioural change toward
energy-conscious habits in the workplace.

y



No dogs reclaimed by

Off for the owners °
Holldays7 No of dogs rehomed direct 2
the ofcefor te No of dogs rehomed to 14
welfare groups
No of dogs on hand in 5
Pound at 28/02/2025
= No of Licences sold 541
Graphic promoting energy saving from the Reduce your
Use Campaign Licence Checks:
House calls 422
Section 16 Notices
issued (request to 105
produce licence within
10 days)
Fixed Penalty Notices 14
. Control of Horses
Photo: Louth County Council déds Dupndal k i brar as |it wup
by Improved External Lighting (provided as part of the aon?rOI of "l_orses '&Ct ilggév
Varcities Visionary Solution 2) on the evening of 4th of Control of Horses Bye-Laws 2003
February 2025, to mark World Cancer Day #Varcities
Seirbhisi_Tréidliachta / Veterinary :
- Horses seized, and 0
Services reason for seizure:
Smacht ar Mhadrai / Control of Dogs Horses reclaimed by
0
owner
Control of Dogs Act 1986
Horses rehomed 0
Horses disposed of 0
Tgta::ocliogs through the 19 No of horses on hand
P Seized under Secti in Pound on 0
1?26 under Section 1 28/02/2025
Strays 7
Surrendered by 9

owners
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https://x.com/hashtag/Varcities?src=hashtag_click

Doqg Breeding Establishments

Dog Breeding Establishments Act 2010

Tot al no of regqgi 6
Louth (as at 28/02/2025)
Hunt 1
Boarding Kennels 2
Training Kennels 1
Welfare 2

T4

.’

Emaciated, neglected and covered in wounds, this
young French Bulldog received veterinary care at
the Pound before being transferred to a local rescue
organisation for continued treatment and
subsequent rehoming.

XL Bully Regs

A total of 94 exemption certificate applications were
made to the Council and these are currently being
processed.
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T& dhé eochairfhreagracht ag an Stitrthdireacht seo:

Tithiocht, a chuimsionn gach tionscnamh agus de chuspdéir acu n& na riachtanais agus na
haicmhainni ar fad at4 ar fail a chur le chéile go hinbhuanaithe ar fud ar gContae

Seirbhisi Cultartha, réimse leathan tionscnaimh agus clair ata deartha chun saol spreaguil,
sasuil, sabhailte a chur ar fail i gContae LU, na healaiona, agus &r leabharlanna san aireamh

This Directorate has two key responsibilities:

Housing, which encompasses all initiatives which aim to match need and available resources
in a sustainable way throughout our county.

Cultural Services, a wide range of initiatives and programmes designed to make living in

Louth a stimulating, safe and rewarding experience, including the arts, and our libraries.

Ger Murphy
Stiarthoéir / Director of Service
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Titiocht / Housing

Ag Déiledil le hEaspa Didine / Addressing
Homelessness

As the Responsible Housing Authority for the
Northeast Region, Louth County Council continues to
manage this area and achieve the goals set out in the
Northeast Homelessness Strategy 2024-2026. The
following work done within County Louth in the period
January 18 7 February 17 last, can be summarised
as follows:

Tébla 1: Gniomhartha ata déanta ag Seirbhisi do
Dhaoine gan Didean / Table 1: Actions by
Homeless Services

o a)
a) s =
January 18 to = > L =
February 17, 3 K @ 5
2025 T c | s |F
< > | ©
01 A
Offered advice,
support (including
fast tracking H.A. 5 153 | 77 | 235
for Rent
Supplement
eligibility)
Placed in
Temporary o | 28 | 10 | 38
Emergency
Accommodation
Refused Offer of
Temporary 0 5 0 5
Emergency
Accommodation
Not eligible from
outside county or 0 0 0 0
non HRC
Total number of
Person who 5 | 186 | 87 |278
presented as
Homeless

Tables 2 - 4 below reflect details of the adults who
were in emergency accommodation in County Louth
on February 17, 2025. Also included in Table 5 is the
breakdown of families in emergency accommodation
at that date.
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Tébla 2: Inscne / Table 2: Gender

Gender Total
Male 109

Female 104
Total 213

Tabla 3: Aoisghrapai / Table 3: Age Groups

Age Group Total
18-24 37
25-44 108
45-64 61

65+ 7
Total 213

Tabla 4. Saghas Loistin [/ Table 4:
Accommodation Type

Accommodation Type Total

Private Emergency

Accommodation (PEA) 109

Supported Temporary

Accommodation (STA) 104

Total unique individuals 213

Tabla 5: Teaghlaigh le paisti cleithitnai / Table 5
- Families with dependent children

w S c T c
5258532 G g
CESG=c>3| ca?
Z oc| Z2oc < Z

Y— L O c (]

o — (@)
Individuals
with
dependent 46 60 70
children
Couples
with 12 25
dependent 33
children
Total 58 85 103




Tabla 6: Tithiocht ar dtas / Table 6 - Housing First

Number of tenancies established 49
Number of individuals currently 35
in tenancy

Leithdhdileadh Tithiochta suas go dti Feabhra 18
/ Housing Allocations up to February 18, 2025

District LA LA AHB AHB
Refusal Refusal
Ardee 4 1 1 0
Drogheda 22 1 59 7
Dundalk 16 2 34 2
Total 42 4 94 9

Aistrithe / Transfers

District Number
Ardee 0
Dundalk 0
Drogheda 16
Total 16

Liosta Tithe / Housing List

February | Ardee Dundalk | Total
18, 2025
Housing | 359 641
List
HAP 302 955
Transfer
List

Total 661
Housing

List

Drogheda

1111 2111

1618 2875

1596 2729 4986

There are 322 applications on the transfer list (Non
HAP) within Social Housing including 71 applications
from the Approved Housing Bodies.

focaiocht Cunaimh Tithiochta / Housing
Assistance Payment

The total number of applications in HAP is 2875

Bainisteoireacht Chiosa / Rent Management The
total number currently paying rent by Household
Budget is 954

Current Rents No of
Arrears at ACCOUNtS Value

February 22 last

Rents between 160 u62, 8

4-6 weeks old

Rents between 179 4126, {

7-12 weeks old
Rents greater than 984 a3, 502

12 weeks old

TOTAL 1323 u3, 692

Rent arrears are monitored on an ongoing basis and
letters are issued to customers within two weeks of
their falling into arrears. Failure to address these
arrears will result in a second letter being issued and
if necessary, a third and final reminder. Failure to
respond to that point will result in the escalation to
tenancy warning. The following correspondence was
issued in February 2025.

Letter Type Month/Year '\II:STJE?
. February
t
1st Reminder 2025 34
. February
d
2" Reminder 2025 35
. . February
Final Reminder 2025 1
Total issued 70

Ardee Drogheda Dundalk
Municipal Borough Municipal Total

District District District
302 955 1618 2875
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Customers that fall into arrears may enter into a
payment plan for full repayment over an agreed
period of time. 20 new payment plans commenced in
February 2025 (up to and including February 19,
2025).



Airionna Re Lig & Neamhni / Relet and Void Stoirm Eowyn Damaiste agus Deisigh / Storm

Properties Eowyn Damage and Repairs
Relet / Void Properties on Total
February 19, 2025
Ardee Municipal District 4
Dundalk Municipal District 10
Drogheda Municipal Borough 34
District
Subtotal (re-lets) Vacant 48
Properties
CPO units not yet ready for 2 Storm Eowyn Damage
occupation (All County)
Total Number of Properties 50
(Relets & CPO)

Note:  Social units being used as short-term
accommodation for homeless or emergency are not
included in the above figures.

Cuairteanna Chothabhéla / Maintenance Calls

January 22
. Total
Maintenance - February : :
19, 2025 Storm Eowyn Damage
No. of Maintenance 1335 2410
Requests Received
No. of Maintenance 955 1798
Requests Completed
No. of Maintenance 310 475
Requests in Progress
No. of Maintenance 70 137
Requests Refused

Storm Eowyn Repairs
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Storm Eowyn Repairs

Riomhchlar Aisfheistithe Eifeachtulachta
Fuinnimh / Energy Efficiency Retrofit Program
(EERP)

The 2025 EERP allocation for Louth, has been
confirmed by the DHLGH as 140. Two units
submitted over our allocation in 2024 will be taken
out of this total.

Municipal District Number of
Commenced/
Completed
Units

Ardee MD: -
Dundalk MD: 16
Hillview Dundalk,
Ladywell Terrace
Dundalk
Drogheda BD: -

Cigireachtai ar Tithe Priobhaideacha ata ar fail ar
cios / Private Rental Inspections

Prohibition notices issued 0 1
Private Inspections 0 0
HAP First Inspections 84 133
RAS First Inspections 0 0
AHB First Inspections 74 74
Private Re-inspections 1 1
HAP Re-inspections 28 54
RAS Re-inspections 0 0
AHB Re-inspections 0

Inspections from
Complaints

Properties Made 7 19
Compliant

Péirtiocht Tionéntachta / Tenancy Engagement

]
January 22to | 3 @ = 23 >
February 19, fo,, - | 2 ‘g E S E
>
2025 s < |3 = >
No. Tenants
who attended
Pre-tenancy 4 4 ! 15 38
training
Rost-ten_ancy 0 1 12 13 14
inspections
Tenancy
Investigation 6 4 | 20 30 61
Visits

January 23 to
February 18, (-I\—(%:[gl)
2025
Properties inspected 187 263
monthly
Advisory letters issued 89 283
Improvement notices 4 5
issued
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lompraiocht Fhrithshéisialta / Anti-Social
Behaviour

o >
January 22, to 3 ¢ | x = >
February 19, 2025 | 5 - |8 c ©
S I<|E |8 |2
o a
ASB Cases* 8 2 5 15 30
Received

ASB cases Ongoing 6 2 10 18 -

ASB cases complete 3 0 5 8 11

Case = a unique incident of anti-social behaviour, not
the number of complaint forms received

Morgaiste go Cios (MGC) / Mortgage to Rent
(MTR)

Active MTR Applications
29
Total
AHB MTR Applications
. 16
Active
AHB MTR completed 0
2025
Private MTR Applications
. 12
Active
Private MTR completed 0
2025
MTR Application Awaiting 1
Purchaser

Under MTR, a borrower gets to stay in their home
and agrees to give ownership of the home to the MTR
provider. This means the borrower becomes a social

F-gra2 a Do6eisigh | e hagh aihdusing3edantuof their dogal authagity artApproved

/ Notifications Issued for Tenancy Breaches

©
January 22 to T |3 = | 2 >
February 19, 2025 Ej, - | 2 ‘g S
>
5 <|la|=|”>
Verbal Notification 1 0 5 3 3
Letters
Written Notification 0 0 1 1 1
Letters
Tenancy Warnings
Housing Act, 2014 0 0 0 0 0

Déisiu agus Léas / Repair and Lease

There have been no Repair and Lease Applications
submitted for the month of February.

Tithiocht Inacmhainne / Affordable Housing

The affordable housing scheme at Ballymakenny
Park, Drogheda opened for applications on Monday
February 10, 2025. The portal is currently live and will
be open for submissions until Monday March 3,
2025. Assessment of applications is underway with
offers expected to be issued to successful applicants
after the closing date of March 3, 2025.
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Housing Body (AHB). This arrangement is entered
into voluntarily and agreed between the borrower,
their lender and the MTR provider. After five years
have passed, the borrower might be given the option
to buy the home back if they are in a position to do
So.

Deont as At hch-irithe
Property Refurbishment Grant

D6 8r «

Applications Submitted: 254
Approved: 182
Rejected: 16
Withdrawn 31

Other (FI Requests, First

. . 25
Site Inspections)
Legal Stages before
I 19
Funding issued
Funding Issued to
: 44
Applicant
Prmup_al Private 191
Residence
Rental Applications 63




lasacht Ti Udarais Aititil / Local Authority Home Cunamh Deontais do Sheandaoine agus do

Loans Dhaoine faoi Mhichumas / Grant Assistance to
the Elderly and Disabled
2025 Budget Allocation Grants are available to households where
(20% of 2024 allocation until 01 448 adaptations are required to render a house more
2025 approval is received from ’ suitable for the accommodation of a person with a
the Department) disability or where a person is aged 66 and above
LAHL Approvals at 19/02/2025 U755, and living in poor housing conditions. From
Breakdown of LAHL applications processed December 1, 2024, the maximum Housing Adaption
at the 19" February, 2025 Grant for Disabled Peopl e
Total Number of Applications at 3 610, 000) and the maxi mum I
19/02/2025 for Ol der Peopl e Grant i s
LAHL carried over from 2024 9 u2,700) . Grants are no
Invalid/Returned 1 standalone fossil fuel boilers. Full details are
Approved 5 available on t he HOusingGrantd 6 s
Declined 0 - Louth County Council
For Review 0 https://www.louthcoco.ie/en/services/housing/housin
Outstanding i waiting on further 5 g-grants/
information

Gnothaithee/Acquisitions

The Council was actively working with tenants and
landlords in relation to the tenant in situ scheme
where tenants had been given a notice to quit, some
of whom may be in receipt of HAP. The Council was
purchasing properties for applicants who are
homeless or have a disability.

In February, the Council purchased one property.
DHLGH has not advised the Council yet what funding
is available for acquisitions in 2025.

—

= S B~ S — | Access Ram<p completed in_Febru-aTy 2025 in Drogheda,
part-funded with a HAG

Stair rail completed in February in Dunleer, part-funded
with a HAG
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https://www.louthcoco.ie/en/services/housing/housing-grants/
https://www.louthcoco.ie/en/services/housing/housing-grants/

Status HAG | MAG |HOP | Month |YTD

Grants

Approved 2024 116 26 185 - 327

Applications on
Hand 50 9
19/02/2025

231 - 290

Grants
Approved
22/01/2025 71
19/02/2025

Seachadadh Caipitil Tithiochta / Capital Housing
Delivery

Accelerated Delivery Social Housing Projects

In February the Council announced the contract
signing for the construction of four new social
housing schemes. The proposed developments at
Ballymakenny Road, Drogheda; Newtown Link
Road, Drogheda; Ravel, Dunleer, and Mullavally,
Louth Village will deliver high quality homes and
sustainable communities, while utilising accelerated
delivery routes and technologies under the
Department of Housing, Local Government and
Heritage accelerated delivery programme.

In total these four projects will deliver 271 new social
housing units. A breakdown of the schemes is
provided in Table below:

Design Design &
Development | Location No | Team Build
lead Contractor
Bakery View Ballymakenny | 97 | EML OHMG
Road, Architects | (Ireland) Ltd
Drogheda
Gr eenhi | Newtown Link | 46 | Van Dijk | Cunningham
Grange Road, Architects | Contracts
Drogheda IRE Ltd
Ravel Drive Ravel, 70 EML OHMG
Dunleer Architects | (Ireland) Ltd
An Mullach Mullavalley, 58 EML Cunningham
Louth Village Architects | Contracts
IRE Ltd

Table: List of Accellerated Delivery Social Housing Projects
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Contract signing for Ravel Drive housing development in
Dunleer Front Row i David Conway, LCC Chief Executive,
Kevin Call an, LCC Cathaoirl each,

Ire) Ltd, Ger Murphy LCC Director of Service Social Development

Contract signing for An Mullach housing development in
Louth Village, David Conway, LCC Chief Executive, Kevin
Callan, LCC Cathaoirleach, Lisa Murtagh, COO
Cunningham Contracts, Ger Murphy LCC Director of
Service Social Development

Louth County Council &s
(PPP) Social Housing development, Ballymakenny
Road, Drogheda

A Part 8 planning application for a new social housing
residential development on Ballymakenny Road,
Drogheda was brought before the Drogheda MD
meeting on the February 10, 2025. The development,
which includes 130 residential units (comprising of 26
one bed units; 54 two bed units; 45 three bed units; 4
four bed units; and 1 five bed community dwelling, all
with renewable energy design measures), a créche
facility, and landscaping works including the provision of
open space and kick about areas and a playground, was
approved by the members.

Publ



