

Minutes of Annual Budget Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governor’s House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday 16th December, 2013 at 7.00pm

In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:    The Mayor, Councillor R. Culhane

 
 






Councillors:       P. Bell, L. Bell Woods, K. Callan, M. Coogan, 


                           A. Donohoe, C. McKenna, F. Maher, I. Munster, 



                           M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.

OFFICIALS:

                            Ms. P. Poole, County Manager
                         




                         Ms. J. Martin, Director of  Services & Town Clerk




                         Ms. B.Woods, Head of Finance





                         Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer



                                         Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer

           



                         Ms. B. O’Reilly, Administrative Officer

208/13
Annual Budget for Year Ending 31st December, 2014.
Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk, noted the achievements made during 2013 which included the opening of Boice Court Housing with 50 Units, securing partial funding for the provision of a Bowling Green at the Lourdes Stadium, the opening of phase 1 of the Enterprise Centre, adoption of a new Urban Design Framework for Drogheda’s Historic Quarter, A gold medal in the National Tidy Towns Competition, opening of the Boomerang Youth Café in a building donated by the Borough Council and the Maritime Festival.   Ms. Martin outlined some of the projects that will commence in 2014 – Re-development of Council Buildings in Fair Street, Phase 2 of the Works at the Tholsel, Drogheda Marina – Phase 1, Drogheda Maritime Festival and the commencement of works on the Skateboard Park.
209/13
Housing and Building.
A presentation was given by Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk, on the Housing and Building Programme for 2014 (copy of presentation attached).    Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries in relation to the following:
Planned Maintenance - How many tenants currently awaiting the replacement of windows and doors and central heating. 

210/13
Road Transportation and Safety
A presentation was given by Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk (copy of presentation attached).   Mr. Pat Finn, Borough Engineer, responded to queries raised by the Members on the following:
· Traffic calming measures to be carried out at junction of Rathmullen Road and Marleys Lane.  

· Public Lighting – light missing on Beamore Road

· Carparking – review of same.  It was suggested that there be free carparking for Maritime Festival.

· Traffic lights sequence at Marsh Road junction 

· Footpath improvements town wide - not specific

· Reduction in School Warden Budget 

· Roadworks carried out in December – causing traffic delays/disruption

211/13
Water Services
A presentation was given by Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk (copy of presentation attached)     Ms. J. Martin responded to queries raised by the Members in relation to the following:

· Does the budget cover the repairs at North Quay.  Main has burst two weekends in a row.  

· Will there be a reduction in cost of water when Irish Water takeover.

· Water Services Infrastructure

212/13

Development Management
A presentation was given by Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk (copy of presentation attached).    
Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk responded to queries raised by the Members in relation to the following:
· What is the current position in relation to Rapid

· Foreign Direct Investment  - Why is Drogheda performing poorly in comparison to Dundalk – new jobs. 

· Tourist Promotion – Does this cover the cost of salary for Tourism Officer 

· Reduction in Enforcement Budget – Enforcement being carried out by LCC

213/13
Environmental Services
A presentation was given by Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk (copy of presentation attached).    

Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk responded to the queries raised by the members in relation to the 
· Budget for Recycling Operations – Contribution towards Recycling Centre.

214/13
Recreation and Amenity.

A presentation was given by Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk (copy of presentation attached).    
Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk responded to queries in relation to the following:
· What is the grant towards Highlanes Gallery

· Funding for the Droichead Arts Centre. 

· What the budget for Leisure Facilities Operations covers

· Has the Council any input in relation to Charges by Aura
· Skateboard Park
215/13

Agriculture Education Health and Welfare

Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk responded to the following query:

· Could the Vet give talks to Schools in relation to animal welfare

216/13
Miscellaneous Services 
A presentation was given by Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk (copy of presentation attached).      Ms. J. Martin, Director of  Services and Town Clerk responded to queries in relation to the following:
· Conferences Abroad 

· Mayoral Allowance. 

· Local Government Fund

The Members acknowledged that funding had been received for the Skateboard Park.
Ms. J. Martin, informed the meeting that a contribution of €101,300 from the Local Government Fund had been confirmed.   It was proposed that this be allocated as outlined to the Councillors in correspondence of 16th December: as follows:-
Skateboard Park - €46,000 match funding for the provision of the Skateboard Park.   The remainder of the funding has been secured under Sport/Nation a combined initiative between the Department of Transport Tourism and Sport and IPB.

Local roads General Maintenance/Improvement Works - €30,300

Economic Development - €25,000 – additional provision for Retail Strategy and the Maritime Festival

On the proposal of Councillor I. Munster seconded by  Councillor F. Maher the Members agreed that the sum of €6,450  be transferred from the budget for Members Conferences to Members Community Grants Scheme Allocations 

Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk recommended the adoption of the budget.

217/13
Adoption of Budget for year ending 31st December, 2014.

Proposed by Councillor A. Donohoe,

Seconded by Councilor M. O’Dowd
To consider, and subject to the provisions of Section 103 of the Local Government Act, 2001, to pass a resolution adopting the Draft Budget for 2014 as amended and to pass a resolution determining in accordance with the said Draft Budget as set out in Tables A, B, and C the annual rate on valuation to be levied for the several purposes specified in the said Draft Budget for the financial year ending on 31st Day of December, 2014
A roll call was taken on the proposal which resulted as follows:

For:            Councillors:  The Mayor R. Culhane, P. Bell, L. Bell Woods, K.Callan
                                         A. Donohoe, F. Maher, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh                           = 8                                
Against:     Councillors:   M.Coogan, C. McKenna, I. Munster, 


                  D. Wilton                                                                                         =   4
The Budget for 2014 was then declared to be adopted.

218/13
Mr. Damien McConnon, Caretaker.
The Mayor and Members wished Mr. Damien McConnon, Caretaker, well on his retirement from Drogheda Borough Council after 32 years service.   Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, on behalf of the County Manager, Director of Services and Town Clerk and staff of Drogheda Borough Council thanked Mr. McConnon for his loyal service and wished him every success on his retirement form the Council 
                                             _______________________________________

                                                                            MAYOR

Comhairle Bhuirg Dhroichead Átha
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