[image: ]


LOUTH COUNTY COUNCIL

	LOCAL IMPROVEMENT SCHEME APPLICATION FORM
2027 – 2028 (2 Year Application Period)




	Please read the attached terms and conditions before completing this Application Form
Please return completed form to: Local Improvement Scheme, Operations, Louth County Council, Fair Street, Drogheda, Co.Louth.




1. We the undersigned householders/landowners in the Townland of ___________________________________(as at 7 below), hereby apply for assistance by way of the carrying out of work involving the construction or improvement of a non-public road, as described below. If this application is approved, we understand that the work may be undertaken by Louth County Council or its Contractors as our Agent. We agree to be bound in all respects by the Terms & Conditions of the Scheme, as attached to this Application. 
 
2. We hereby appoint the Representative named in (4) and delegate full power to him / her to act for us in all correspondence and other business arising from this application. We agree to be bound by all correspondence and actions of our Representative. 

3. As appointed representative, I certify that No. (7) below contains the names of all Landowners and others whose lands/houses/properties would be served or benefited by the work. 

	4.  Representative

	

	4(a) Name of Representative

	

	4(b) Signature of representative

	

	4(c) Telephone No. of representative

	

	4 (d) Email address of representative

	

	4(e) Postal address of representative (include eircode)
	






5.    When was an application under the Local Improvement Scheme last submitted for this road?
 ____________________________________________
6.   Eligible Roads are non-public roads to which the following applies: 
(a) Provides access to parcels of land of which two or more are owned or occupied by different persons engaged in separate agricultural activities. Each parcel of land must be at least 1 hectare in size as per Scheme outline; 
or 
(b) provides access for harvesting purposes (including turf or seaweed) for two or more persons. Each parcel of land must be at least 1 hectare in size as per Scheme outline; 
or
(c) provides access to at least one parcel of land owned or occupied by a person engaged in agricultural activities AND which separately provides access for harvesting purposes (including turf or seaweed) for at least one other person. Each parcel of land must be at least 1 hectare in size as per Scheme outline.

Non-eligible road projects 
· A road which only benefits one landowner.  
· A road serving only houses or buildings occupied or used by persons not engaged in agriculture.
· A road serving only Local Authority properties.
· A road leading to bogs developed commercially for large scale turf production.
· Projects involving drainage works only.
· A road leading to commercial enterprises.
· A road involving minor works which is within the competence of the applicants to do themselves.
· A road which, because of its small size, would involve work which the Local Authority would consider as being uneconomic to carry out.   

Important Note: Louth County Council will only accept applications where the attached form has been fully completed, and all supporting documentation listed below is enclosed. An application is not included on the Local Improvement Scheme List until fully completed and approved. 
1. Copy of at least 2 Folios with Maps showing two registered owners (or Lease Agreement). Where a Lease Agreement is submitted, written consent of the Registered Owner is to be provided. 
2. Copy of map with location and length of roadway indicated thereon. 
3. Herd No. and copy of Basic Scheme Maps provided by Dept. Of Agriculture, Food & the Marine, or other documentation which demonstrates engagement in agricultural activity, for at least two landowners/leaseholders. 
Applications will be returned if not accompanied with these maps. Maps must be from the same year of application or the preceding year only.
	
7.     Name, Signature & postal address of each landowner/householder participating in this scheme & benefiting from this grant. Please specify whether (i) dwelling house, (ii) road provides access to parcels of land for persons engaged in agricultural activities or (iii) road provides access for harvesting activities.   One row only to be completed per landowner/householder (beneficiaries).
( Additional names, signatures & addresses, etc., should be submitted on a separate sheet) 

	Name
(Print)
	
Signature
	Postal Address
(include Eircode where applicable)
	Identify whether
(i), (ii) or (iii) 


	(i)
	
	
	



	(ii)
	
	
	



	(iii)
	
	
	



	(iv)
	
	
	



	(v)
	
	
	



	(vi)
	
	
	



	
(vii)

	
	
	

	(viii)
	
	
	

	(ix)
	
	
	

	(x)
	
	
	

	(xi)
	
	
	










	8.    Other than those listed at 7 above, are there any others who land or interests are likely to be affected, i.e., in the case of roadworks, the owners of property on which the road is situated; in the case of drains, all riparian owners, owners of downstream lands likely to be affected by the carrying out of the work and in certain cases upstream landholders who may have a claim that their interests would be adversely affected by the lowering of water levels?      Please circle below whichever applies.

	                           
Yes                                                                                                                        No


	If yes, please give details.


























	Where the answer to above is Yes, written consent to the works must be obtained from all parties whose land or interest are likely to be affected, and submitted with this application.










	9. Does the proposal serve any outside families or the public? 
	

	9a. If so, how? 





	

	10. Does the proposal serve any community amenity / facility?
	

	10a. If so, please give details 




	

	11.   Are there any special circumstances such as hardship cases, or access for elderly or disabled occupants?
	

	11a.  If so, please give details





	

	12. Name of townland, the subject of grant aided works
	

	13. Municipal District in which townland is situated 

	

	14. (a) Approximate road length (in metres) 
 (b) Average road width (in metres) 

	

	15. Describe start & end point of works: 
       Submit co-ordinates if known together with Site Location Map (Scale 1:2500 or Area Aid Map Scale 1:500) with the individual parcels of land qualifying under 6 (a), (b) or (c) outlined thereon.

	

	16. Give a comprehensive description of the works proposed under this grant.



	

	17.  Are all landowners and householders listed at No. 7 willing to pay the local contribution?
	

	17a. Total number of beneficiaries willing to pay the local contribution.
	




18. Signature of representative who is submitting this application: __________________________________________

19. Date of application: ______________________________________ 


The applicants representative must forward a copy of attached Appendix A to all landowners/occupiers of land used for Agricultural/Harvesting purposes and request them to complete and return same directly to Louth County Council at the address below, (not via the applicants representative), with the relevant back up documentation, in line with General Data Protection Guidelines, by the below deadline.

Failure to submit any of the above information or failure of any landowner/occupier involved in Agricultural/Harvesting to submit completed Appendix A to Louth County Council with relevant back up documentation by the below deadline, will result in the application being ineligible for 2027 - 2028 Local Improvement Scheme.


Privacy & data protection:

Personal information collected by Louth County Council is done so in order for us to process your application. Legally we can process this information as it is necessary for us to comply with our statutory / legal obligations.   The protection of your personal data is a key priority for the Council and your data will be processed in line with our privacy policy which is available GDPR or hardcopy from our offices at County Hall, St., Alphonsus Road, Dundalk, Co. Louth.   Should you have any questions about our privacy policy or the information we hold about you, please contact us by email Dataprotection@louthcoco.ie or write to us at Data Protection Officer, Louth County Council, County Hall, St., Alphonsus Road, Dundalk, Co. Louth.


Completed application forms should be sent by post to: Local Improvement Scheme, Operations, Louth County Council, Fair Street, Drogheda, Co. Louth.   Envelope should be marked “LIS application”.

Closing date for receipt of application is Close Of Business 20th October 2026.



[image: ]

Funding under the Local Improvement Scheme is being provided by the Department of Rural and Community Development


LOCAL IMPROVEMENT SCHEMES - TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

1. Subject to the terms and conditions of the Local Improvement Scheme, a Road Authority may provide assistance by way of the carrying out of work involving the construction or improvement of an eligible non-public road. 

An eligible non-public road is a road to which the following applies: 
(a)  	Provides access to parcels of land of which two or more are owned or occupied by different persons engaged in separate agricultural activities; or 
(b)  	Provides access for harvesting purposes (including turf or seaweed) for two or more persons; or
(c) Provides access to at least one parcel of land owned or occupied by a person engaged in agricultural activities AND which separately provides access for harvesting purposes (including turf or seaweed) for at least one other person 

2. The work must be strictly necessary (not merely ordinary maintenance) or of a kind which the Applicants could not be reasonably expected to do for themselves. 

3. It should be noted that “improvement” includes associated drainage works.  Drainage works on their own will not be eligible under the Local Improvements Scheme.  It will only be possible for drainage works to be carried out as part of a Local Improvement Scheme. 

4. Applications will be assessed and costed by Louth County Council and prioritised in accordance with the terms of the Scheme.   The cost of the work (Cost of Labour, Materials and Equipment), is determined by Louth County Council and includes VAT. 

5. Louth County Council will only accept monetary contributions from the community in advance and will carry out all of the approved works on the Scheme, on payment of the required amount, subject to grant funding being available to the Council. 

6. The proportion of Local Contribution is as follows: 

a) 10% of the overall cost of the project (inclusive of VAT) for eligible roads with up to and including 5 householders / landowners, or 
b) 15% of the overall cost of the project (inclusive of VAT) for eligible roads with 6 or more householders / landowners. 
c) The maximum amount of contribution payable by any individual household / landowner is capped at €1,200, subject to all beneficiaries contributing. If all beneficiaries are not contributing, the full contribution must be paid by remaining beneficiaries, which may exceed the above cap. Please refer to F.A.Q. 2025, Q11.3, for further clarification.

7. The Applicants must decide amongst themselves how to organise their respective portions of the Local Contribution, and must arrange to collect the amount and lodge it with Louth County Council before the work begins. This must be made as one single payment to Louth County Council.

8. Contributions in kind (e.g. free labour or materials) will not be accepted in lieu of cash. 

9. The Council may decide not to proceed with the Scheme if: 
a) The local contribution is not promptly made when requested, or 
b) The Council has no matching grant funding to proceed. 


10. All Landowners whose lands/interests may be affected by the proposed work, must submit their written consent to the execution of the Work (including entry to their lands), with this application.

11. The Applicants must arrange amongst themselves to provide to Louth County Council, without cost, any lands which may be required for the construction or widening of any roadway or drain. 

12. Louth County Council or its contractors as our Agents will arrange to carry out the work. 

13. Louth County Council at its discretion will decide on the specification of the work and on the best manner of carrying it out. The Applicants shall not have any claim against the Council for any imperfection which may exist in the finished work, nor for any failure to complete the full amount of the works anticipated. 

14. The carrying out of any works or the provision of assistance by Louth County Council under the Local Improvement Scheme does not make the Council liable for the maintenance of the non-public road in question nor impose any other duties or liabilities on the Council in respect of such road. 

15. When the project is complete, the Beneficiaries are required, to thereafter maintain the work in good order and repair at their own charge and expense, and the carrying out of any further works will not involve any liability on the part of Louth County Council for subsequent maintenance.

16. The onus shall be on individual applicants (landowner or occupier of land used for agricultural or harvesting activities) to submit the required documentation in support of their eligibility.



Checklist for Applicants Representative

	1.
	Have you completed and signed Part 4?

	YES / NO

	2.
	Have you completed Part 5?

	YES / NO

	3.
	Is Part 7 completed by all beneficiaries (landowners and householders)? 

	YES / NO

	4.
	Have you submitted Site Location Map (Scale 1:2500 or Area Aid Map Scale 1:500) with the individual parcels of land qualifying under 6 (a), (b) or(c) outlined thereon?
	
YES / NO

	5.
	Have you completed Part 8?
	YES / NO


	6.
	If you have answered yes to Part 8, have you submitted written consent to the works from all parties whose land or interest are likely to be affected?
	YES / NO

	7.

	Have you completed Parts 9 – 17 (inclusive)?
	YES / NO

	8.

	Have you signed and dated the application? (Part 18 and 19)?
	YES / NO

	9.
	Have you forwarded a copy of Appendix A to all landowners/occupiers of land used for  Agricultural/Harvesting purposes and requested them to return same directly to Louth County Council with the relevant back up documentation by deadline of  COB on  20th October 2026.
	
YES / NO






Appendix A - should be completed by EACH landowner/occupier involved in Agricultural/Harvesting activity and returned 
by post to Operations, Louth County Council, Fair Street, Drogheda, Co. Louth by COB on 20th October 2026. Envelope should be marked “LIS application”.

Name of LIS Road the subject of this application:  _____________________________________________
Where the land in question provides access for agricultural or harvesting purposes Appendix A must be completed by the relevant landholder/occupier and submitted directly to Louth County Council with the relevant back up documentation (not via the applicant’s representative) in line with General Data Protection Guidelines (GDPR).

1. Attach evidence to verify engagement in agricultural activities, i.e., a herd/flock number and a copy of maps associated with the Basic Payment Scheme application provided by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine or equivalent documentation on a parcel of land which must be at least 1 Hectare in size as per Scheme outline. (The herd number should correspond with the details on the Basic Payment Scheme map).
2. Where the occupier of the land is not the registered owner, the occupier must submit:
(a) a copy of the lease agreement in place for the land in question, which should be signed and dated and include duration of agreement, parties to the agreement and rental costs.
(b) confirmation of consent to the works (and entry on to their lands) by the registered owner (or beneficial owner) in the event that the registered owner is deceased.
	
Name and address of Occupier/Landowner
(Block capitals)
	
Signature of Occupier/Landowner
	
State whether Registered Owner or Occupier
	
State Type of Agricultural/Harvesting Activity
	(1)

Herd/flock No
	(1)
Current Basic Payment Scheme map attached for land in question Yes/No. 
	(2)
Lease agreement attached (where applicable)
Yes/No

	


	
	
	
	
	
	



In circumstances where the land/property is rented / leased, the local contribution may be paid by the landowner and/or the occupier/leaseholder. The decision in this regard is a matter for agreement between the landowner and the occupier / leaseholder.
Closing date for return of completed Appendix A and supporting documentation, which forms part of the LIS application is on 20th October 2026.
Contact No. of Landholder/Occupier: ________________________________       Email address of Landholder/Occupier: _________________________________
Failure to submit any of the information by the above deadline, will result in the application being ineligible for 2027-2028 Local Improvement Scheme.

Checklist for landowner/occupier of land used for Agricultural/Harvesting – Appendix A

	1.
	Have you fully completed and signed Appendix A?

	YES / NO

	2.
	Have you submitted details of Herd No.?
	YES / NO


	3.
	Have you submitted current map associated with Basic Payment Scheme application for land in question?
	YES / NO


	4.
	Does the herd no. correspond with the details on the map?

	YES / NO

	5.

	Where the occupier of the land is not the registered owner, have you submitted a copy of the lease agreement in place for the land in question?
	YES / NO

	6.
	Where the occupier of the land is not the registered owner, have you submitted written confirmation of consent to the works (including entry on their lands) from the registered owner (or beneficial owner) in the event that the registered owner is deceased?
	YES / NO
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