
Chapter 8 ς Natural Heritage, Green Infrastructure and Biodiversity 

 

 

Chapter 8 
Natural Heritage, Biodiversity 
and Green Infrastructure 
 

άtǊƻǘŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 

sites designated at national and EU level, protected species and habitats 

outside of designated sites while recognising the potential for sustainable green 

infrastructure development within the County. Protection, management and 

enhancement of the landscape of the County is promoted to ensure the proper 
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8 - Natural Heritage, Biodiversity and Green Infrastructure  

8.1 INTRODUCTION 
County Louth boasts a rich natural heritage, 
which contributes substantially to the 
/ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΣ identity and sense of 
place, in addition to the well-being and the 
quality of life of those living in and visiting 
the County. Our heritage includes all that 
we have inherited from our ancestors and 
comprises valuable resources that can be 
used wisely to develop our society, 
environment, economy and people and to 
create a better future. In preparing the Plan 
and developing policy objectives the 
Council followed the principles of the 
Ecosystem Services Approach, to deliver 
sustainable and ecologically sound 
outcomes. Details of this approach are 
provided in Section 1.7.5.1 of the Plan and 
supported in Strategic Objective SO 6. 
These  seek to conserve and enhance the 
/ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ DǊŜŜƴ LƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ 
ecosystem services, supporting the 
sustainable management of natural assets 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ 
protected habitats and species, to provide a 
wide range of environmental, social and 
economic benefits to communities. 

8.2 NATURAL HERITAGE AND 

BIODIVERSITY 

Natural heritage comprises the biological 
and geological underpinnings of our 
existence, our biodiversity and geodiversity, 
expressed through various mediums 
including farming, wildlife and landscapes. 
Biodiversity refers to the whole variety of 
life on earth including habitats and 
ecosystems, covering all plants, animals and 
micro-organisms both on land and in water. 

 
 

County Louth is rich in biodiversity, due to 
its extensive coastline (stretching from 
Carlingford Lough to the Boyne Estuary), 
marine environments, wetlands, 
woodlands, rivers and upland habitats. 
Together, these habitats support a rich 
variety of plant and animal species. 
 

 
 

The County of Louth is an internationally 
important destination for migratory 
ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ 5ǳƴŘŀƭƪ .ŀȅ ōŜƛƴƎ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ 
top location for wintering wading birds. 
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An area equivalent to more than one 
seventh of the County is designated under 
Irish and European legislation for wildlife 
protection, (including marine and inter-tidal 
areas). Some of the upland areas in the 
Cooley Peninsula are recognised as being 
amongst the most unspoilt in the country.  
aǳŎƘ ƻŦ [ƻǳǘƘΩǎ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƴatural 
heritage exists outside these formally 
designated areas and may be at risk of 
erosion or diminution.  
Louth County Council is committed to 
conserving and enhancing our natural 
heritage and recognising the role it plays 
along with green infrastructure and 
biodiversity, in enhancing the quality of life 
for citizens by creating a sense of identity 
and well-being and promoting active and 
healthy living for those living in and visiting 
the County.  

8.2.1 Heritage Plan 

The National Heritage Plan 2002, was the 
first integrated plan that sought to conserve 
and protect all aspects of our national 
heritage, a key objective of which was for 
local authorities to prepare and adopt local 
heritage plans in consultation with the 
public. The Department of Tourism, Culture, 
Arts,  Gaeltacht, Sports and Media  is 
currently in the process of finalising 
ΨHeritage Ireland 2030Ω which will replace 
the current National Heritage Plan. It is 
anticipated that it will inter alia; increase 
the value afforded to and the protection of 
heritage, raise awareness of its vital role in 
all aspects of society, provide guidance and 
enshrine shared responsibility.  
The first Louth Heritage Plan 2007-2011 was 
a strategic framework plan with the aim of 
co-ordinating the conservation, 
management and sympathetic 
development of the CƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΦ  
 
This has been reviewed and it is anticipated 
that the draft Louth Heritage Plan 2021-
2026 will be endorsed in the near future. It 

comprises a five year joint work plan 
devised by many individuals and 
organisations with an involvement and 
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ [ƻǳǘƘΩǎ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΦ 
 

Policy Objective 

NBG 1 To promote the implementation 
of the draft Louth Heritage Plan 
2021-2026 and any subsequent 
Louth Heritage Plan endorsed 
during the life of this Plan. 

8.2.2 International, EU and Irish 
Policy on Biodiversity  

¢ƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ¦ƴƛƻƴΩǎ ό9¦ύ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ 
conservation legislation was the Birds 
Directive (79/409/EEC), supplemented by 
the Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC), both of 
which have been updated periodically. 
Since then, the EU has built up a network of 
protected areas including marine sites, 
across all Member States. This vast array of 
Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) and 
Special Protection Areas (SPAs), known as 
the Natura 2000 Network of European Sites, 
- the largest coherent network of protected 
areas in the world, is a testament to the 
importance that the EU attaches to 
biodiversity. The Convention on Biological 
Diversity, which Ireland signed and ratified 
and the National Biodiversity Plan, aims to 
halt the loss of biodiversity by 2020.  
The National Biodiversity Action Plan 2017-
2021 is the third such plan for Ireland, 
whose objectives, targets and actions seek 
ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 
through the implementation of specified 
strategic objectives.  
 
All local authorities are required to prepare 
Biodiversity Plans. Louth adopted its first 
Biodiversity Action plan in 2008. This was 
reviewed and the Local Biodiversity Action 
Plan for County Louth 2021-2026 was 
endorsed in January 2021.  
It provides a framework for the 
conservation and sustainable management 
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of biodiversity and natural heritage at a 
local level and aims to conserve and 
enhance the biodiversity of County Louth.  
 

Policy Objective 

NBG2 To promote and implement the 
objectives of the Local 
Biodiversity Action Plan for 
County Louth 2021 -2026 and any 
subsequent Louth Biodiversity 
Action Plan published during the 
life of this Plan. 

8.3 EUROPEAN SITES IN COUNTY 

LOUTH 

In total, there are 11 designated European 
Sites, located wholly or partly in County 
Louth, which form part of the Natura 2000 
Network of European Sites. This network 
includes both Special Areas of Conservation 
(SAC) and Special Protection Areas (SPAs), 
representing the prime wildlife 
conservation areas in the County which are 
considered to be of significant importance 
at both European and Irish levels. The 
boundaries of the protected areas may alter 
during the lifetime of the Plan and 
additional areas may be designated. 
 

 
 

 
iSuch projects include but are not limited to those relating 
to: agriculture; amenity and recreation; contaminated 
sites; electricity transmission; flood alleviation and 

άAppropriate Assessment of Plans and 
Projects in Ireland; Guidance for Planning 
Authoritiesέ ό5epartment Environment 
Heritage and Local Government 2010), is 
intended to assist and guide local and 
planning authorities in the functions of 
undertaking Appropriate Assessment (AA) 
of plans and projects.  
These guidelines highlight the 
responsibilities of all the agencies of the 
State including planning authorities, to act 
diligently, to ensure that their decisions in 
the exercise of their functions, as well as 
their actions, comply fully with the 
objectives of the Habitats Directive (1992). 
 

 
 

/ƻǳƴǘȅ [ƻǳǘƘΩǎ с {!/ǎ ŀƴŘ р {t!ǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ 
in Tables 8.1 and 8.2 and illustrated on Map 
8.1 and Map 8.2 respectively.  
All projects and plans arising from this Plani 
will be screened for the need to undertake 
Appropriate Assessment under Article 6 of 
the Habitats Directive.  
 
 

prevention; forestry; mineral extraction; renewable 
energy projects; roads; telecommunications; tourism; 
wastewater and discharges; and water supply and 
abstraction. 
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A plan or project will only be authorised 
after the competent authority has 
ascertained, based on scientific evidence, 
screening for Appropriate Assessment, and 
subsequent Appropriate Assessment 
where necessary, that: 

¶ The plan or project will not give rise to 
significant adverse direct, indirect or 
secondary effects on the integrity of 
any European Site (either individually 
or in combination with other plans or 
projects); or  

¶ The plan or project will have 
significant adverse effects on the 
integrity of any European Site (that 
does not host a priority natural habitat 
type/and or a priority species) but 
there are no alternative solutions and 
the plan or project must, nevertheless, 
be carried out for imperative reasons 
of overriding public interest, including 
those of a social or economic nature. 
In this case, it will be a requirement to 
follow procedures set out in legislation 
and agree and undertake all 
compensatory measures necessary to 
ensure the protection of the overall 
coherence of Natura 2000; or 

¶ The plan or project will have a 
significant adverse effect on the 
integrity of any European Site (that 
hosts a natural habitat type and/or a 
priority species) but there are no 
alternative solutions and the plan or 
project must nevertheless be carried 
out for imperative reasons for 
overriding public interest, restricted to 
reasons of human health or public 
safety, to beneficial consequences of 
primary importance for the 
environment or, further to an opinion 
from the Commission, to other 
imperative reasons of overriding 
public interest. In this case, it will be a 
requirement to follow procedures set 
out in legislation and agree and 
undertake all compensatory measures 
necessary to ensure the protection of 
the overall coherence of Natura 2000. 

Table 8.1: Special Areas of Conservation (SAC), Co. Louth 

Reference Number Name / Location 
002306 Carlingford Shore 
000453 Carlingford Mountain 
000455 Dundalk Bay 
001459 Clogherhead 
001957 Boyne Coast and Estuary ς Shared with County Meath 
002299 River Boyne and Blackwater ς Shared with County Meath 

 

Table 8.2: Special Protection Areas (SPAs), Co. Louth 

Reference Number  Name / Location 
004078 Carlingford Lough  
004026 Dundalk Bay 
004091 Stabannon and Braganstown 
004080 Boyne Estuary - Shared with County Meath  

004232 
River Boyne and River Blackwater ς Shared with County 
Meath 
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Map 8.1: Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) 
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Map 8.2: Special Protection Areas (SPAs) 
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Policy Objective 
NBG 3 To protect and conserve Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) and Special 

Protection Areas (SPAs) designated under the EU Habitats and Birds Directives. 
 

Policy Objective 

NBG 4 To ensure that all proposed developments comply with the requirements set out 
in the DECLG ΨAppropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland ς 
DǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ нлмлΩ. 

 

Policy Objective 

NBG 5 To ensure that no plan, programme, or project giving rise to significant 
cumulative, direct, indirect or secondary impacts on European sites arising from 
their size or scale, land take, proximity, resource requirements, emissions 
(disposal to land, water or air), transportation requirements, duration of 
construction, operation, decommissioning or from any other effects shall be 
permitted on the basis of this Plan, either individually or in combination with 
other plans, programmes or projects2. 

 

Policy Objective 

NBG 6 To ensure a screening for Appropriate Assessment (AA) on all plans and/or 
projects and/or Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment (Natura Impact Report/ Natura 
Impact Assessment) where appropriate, is undertaken to make a determination. 
European Sites located outside of the County but within 15km of the proposed 
development site shall be included in such screenings as should those to which 
there are pathways, for example, hydrological links for potential effects.  

 

Policy Objective 

NBG 7 To co-operate with the Regional Planning Assembly and adjoining local 
authorities, public agencies and community interests to protect regionally 
significant heritage assets, environmental quality, and to identify threats to 
existing environmental quality in a transboundary context throughout the 
region including Northern Ireland. 

 
2 To ensure that no plan, programme or project giving rise to significant cumulative, direct, indirect or secondary 
impacts on European sites arising from their size or scale, land take, proximity, resource requirements, emissions 
(disposal to land, water or air), transportation requirements, duration of construction, operation, 
decommissioning or from any other effects shall be permitted on the basis of this Plan, either individually or in 
combination with other plans, programmes etc. or projects except as provided for in Article 6(4) of the Habitats 
Directive, where there must be no alternatives, imperative reasons of overriding public interest for the project 
to proceed and adequate compensatory measures are in place. 
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8.4 PROTECTED PLANT AND ANIMAL SPECIES  

Louth is home to and supports many 
plants, animal and bird species, some of 
which are special to the County.  

 

Certain species that are deemed to be rare 
and threatened and which are known to 
exist outside of designated sites such as 
European Sites or Natural Heritage Areas 
are protected by law, as they require 
special measures to ensure their continued 
survival. These include plants listed in the 
Red Data Lists of Irish Plants, Flora 
(Protection) Order 2015 (or other such 
Orders) and their habitats, birds listed in 
Annex I of the Birds Directive, and birds 
and other animals listed in the Wildlife Acts 
1976 to 2012 and subsequent statutory 
instruments.  
Many of these species are protected by 
law. In addition, strict protection under the 
Habitats Directive applies to the species 
listed in Annex IV of that Directive.  
Where Annex IV species are present, all 
possible measures to avoid damage and 
disturbance to them must be taken in the 
formulation of proposals for development.  
 
Where the risk of damage or disturbance is 
unavoidable, an application for a 

derogation licence may be made to the 
Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, 
Gaeltacht, Sport and Media under 
Regulation 54 or 55 of the European 
Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) 
Regulations 2011 (S.I. 477/2011). 
 

  
 

The derogation licence should be obtained 
in advance of seeking planning permission 
for a proposed development. (Listings of 
specially protected species is available in 
the Local Biodiversity Action Plan for 
County Louth 2021 ς 2026. The planning 
process will seek to protect rare and 
threatened species, including species 
protected by law and their habitats. 
Proposals for development must 
demonstrate they will not have a 
significant adverse impact on such species 
and their habitats and ensure suitable 
avoidance and/or mitigation measures are 
implemented accordingly. 
 
 
 
 
 

Policy Objective 

NBG 8 To consult with the National Parks and Wildlife Service, taking account of their 
views and any licensing requirements, when undertaking, approving or 
authorising development, which is likely to affect plant, bird or other animal 
species protected by law. 
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8.5 PROTECTING BIODIVERSITY VALUE IN NON-DESIGNATED SITES  

There are numerous biodiversity sites 
dispersed throughout County Louth. These 
occur in our ordinary landscapes where 
their ecological value is of immense 
importance in the County, as they help to 
serve as stepping stones in a wider 
ecological network.  
 

 
 

These include hedgerows, small wooded 
areas, ponds, streams and river banks all of 
which are vital links and essential to the 
migration, dispersal and genetic exchange 
of wild species.  
These corridors and links are a critical 
component of a functioning ecological 
network and their protection is advocated 
in Article 10 of the Habitats Directive and in 
the Planning and Development Act 2000 
(as amended).  
To this end, the Council has commissioned 
and will continue to commission surveys to 
further identify such sites, to ensure their 
value and conservation as they are critical 
to the overall ecological network and 
biodiversity value of the County. 
Identification of important elements 
undertaken to date include Wetland 
Surveys, 2011 to 2014, and a sample study 
of hedgerows. Other such studies may be 
carried out during the lifetime of this Plan.  

 

Policy Objective 

NBG 9 To ensure that proposals for development, where appropriate, protect and 
conserve biodiversity sites outside designated sites and require an appropriate 
level of ecological assessment by suitably qualified professionals to accompany 
development proposals likely to impact on such sites. 

 

Policy Objective 

NBG 10 To ensure that development proposals, where relevant, improve the ecological 
coherence of the Natura 2000 Network of European Sites and encourage the 
retention and management of landscape features as per Article 10 of the 
Habitats Directive. 

 

Policy Objective 

NBG 11 Where feasible, ensure that no ecological networks, or parts thereof, which 
provide significant connectivity between areas of local biodiversity, are lost 
without remediation as a result of implementation of this Plan. 
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8.6 INVASIVE SPECIES

Invasive, non-native plant and animal 
species are species which can negatively 
impact on native species, transform 
habitats and threaten whole ecosystems, 
resulting in serious problems for both the 
environment and the economy.  
After habitat loss, invasive species are the 
second biggest threat to biodiversity 
worldwide. Prohibitions are in place in 
relation to the introduction or dispersal of 
certain invasive species as set out in the 
Third Schedule of the EU (Birds and 
Habitats Regulations 2011 (S.I. 477/2011).  
Whilst there is a long list of freshwater, 
marine and terrestrial invasive species now 
present in Ireland, some plant species in 
particular pose a serious threat to the built 
environment. An example of this is the 
Japanese Knotweed, which has the ability 
to grow through concrete and tarmac. 
 

 
It can take several years to ensure that a 
contaminated site is completely cleared of 
an invasive species, thus ensuring its  
non-return.  
 

Policy Objective 

NBG 12 Prevent and control the 
spread of invasive plant and 
animal species within the 
County. 

8.7 NATURAL HERITAGE AREAS 

The term 'Natural Heritage' covers wildlife 
(plants, animals and their habitats) in 
addition to geological and 
geomorphological sites. Wildlife sites of 
national importance including both 
ecological and geological sites are 
designated as Natural Heritage Areas 
(NHAs) under the Wildlife (Amendment) 
Act 2000. Sites identified but not yet 
designated as NHAs are known as 
'proposed Natural Heritage Areas' (pNHAs) 
and these are protected from 
development only by inclusion in a 
development plan.  
The National Parks and Wildlife Service 
(NPWS) proposed 24 Natural Heritage 
Areas in Louth, which are listed in Table 8.3 
and identified on Map 8.3.  
The process of designation of these sites is 
ongoing and it is anticipated that one or 
more of these pNHAs will be fully 
designated during the course of this Plan. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Policy Objective 

NBG 
13 

Development sites must be 
investigated for the presence 
of invasive species, which if 
present must be treated 
and/or eradicated in 
accordance with best practice. 
Where appropriate, Invasive 
Species Management Plans will 
be prepared for such sites. 
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Table 8.3: Proposed Natural Heritage Areas (pNHAs) 

Ref. No. Name/Location 

NH1454  Ardee Cutaway Bog 

NH1801  Barmeath Woods 

NH1293  Blackhall Woods 

NH1957  Boyne Coast and Estuary 

NH1862  Boyne River Islands 

NH452  Carlingford Lough 

NH453  Carlingford Mountain 

NH1458  Castlecoo Hill 

NH1459  Clogherhead 

NH1461  Darver Castle Woods 

NH1462  Drumcah, Toprass and Cortial Loughs 

NH1856  Dunany Point 

NH 455  Dundalk Bay 

NH1806  Kildemock Marsh 

NH1804  King Williams Glen 

NH1451  Liscarragh Marsh 

NH1616  Louth Hall and Ardee Woods 

NH1464  Mellifont Abbey Woods 

NH1805  Ravensdale Plantation 

NH1828  Reaghstown Marsh 

NH456  Stabannan- Braganstown 

NH1803  Stephenstown Pond 

NH1468  Trumpet Hill 

NH1465  Woodland at Omeath Park 
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Map 8.3 Proposed Natural Heritage Areas (pNHAs) 
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Policy Objective 

NBG 14 To protect from inappropriate development and maintain the character, 
integrity and conservation value of those features or areas of ecological interest 
listed as pNHA or that may be designated as NHA, during the lifetime of this Plan. 

 

Policy Objective 

NBG 15 To ensure that any development within or adjacent to a NHA or pNHA is 
designed and sited to minimise its impact on the ecological value of the site and 
to resist development that would result in a significant deterioration of habitats 
or a disturbance of species. 

8.8 SITES OF GEOLOGICAL INTEREST  

Louth has a tremendously rich and 
interesting geological heritage, which the 
Council is committed to protecting. In 
2013, Louth County Council commissioned, 
with funding from the Heritage Council, a 
study to identify and assess the most 
important geological sites in the County. 
This study was conducted in collaboration 
with a Geological Heritage Project being 
carried out by the Geological Survey of 
Ireland, which is currently compiling a list 
of nationally important geological sites.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Those worthy of designation as NHA but 
not yet designated, are referred to as 
proposed Natural Heritage Areas (pNHAs). 
Sites of more local value that were not 
selected for NHA designation are classified 
as County Geological Sites (CGS), which, 
although of lesser importance, 
nonetheless should be protected.  

 
In the interim, the Council will, through 
inclusion of these sites in the Plan, protect 
and maintain the geological heritage of the 
County. These sites are listed in Table 8.4 
and illustrated on Map 8.4.  It is the 
intention of the Department of Tourism, 
Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media, 
in conjunction with the Geological Survey 
of Ireland to designate geological sites of 
national importance as Natural Heritage 
Areas (NHAs).  
 

Note:  
Site numbers are as given in the report of the Geological Heritage of Louth Survey of 
2013.  
NHA sites are those considered to be worthy of designation as Natural Heritage Areas by 
the NPWS.  
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CGS refers to sites of lesser importance which should still be protected as County 
Geological Sites 

 
Table 8.4: Sites of Geological Interest 

 

Site No. Site Name 
Site Importance 
(proposed designation) 

LH01 Ardee-Newtown Bedform Field CGS 

LH02 Barnavave Quarry NHA 

LH03 Barnavave Site B NHA 

LH04 Barnavave Site C CGS 

LH05 Barnavave Site D CGS 

LH06 Barnavave Site F CGS 

LH07 Barnavave Summit CGS 

LH08 Bush Delta CGS 

LH09 Carlingford Area NHA 

LH10 Castlebellingham Morainic Complex CGS 

LH11 Clogher Head NHA 

LH12 Clogher Head Wave Cut Platform CGS 

LH13 Collon Quarry CGS 

LH14 Cooley Castle Quarry CGS 

LH15 Cooley Point CGS 

LH16 Drumenagh Quarry NHA 

LH17 Dunany Point CGS 

LH18 Dundalk Bay CGS 

LH19 Greenore Raised Beach CGS 

LH20 King John's Castle CGS 

LH21 King William's Glen CGS 

LH22 Linns Moraine CGS 

LH23 Mell Quarry CGS 

LH24 Oriel Brook CGS 

LH25 Port Raised Beach CGS 

LH26 Rampark CGS 

LH27 Rathcor Complex CGS 

LH28 Salterstown NHA 

LH29 Slieve Foye Slate Rock NHA 

LH30 Slievenaglogh CGS 

LH31 Templetown Raised Beach CGS 

LH32 Waterunderbridge-Dry Bridge CGS 

LH33 Windy Gap NHA 
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Map 8.4:  Sites of Geological Interest  
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Policy Objective 

NBG 16 Support the designation of qualifying sites of geological interest listed in Table 
8.4 as Natural Heritage Areas. 

 

Policy Objective 

NBG 17 In consultation with the Geological Survey of Ireland, protect from inappropriate 
development and maintain the character, integrity and conservation value of 
those features or areas of geological interest listed in Table 8.4 of the Plan. 

 

Policy Objective 

NBG 18 To promote awareness, where appropriate, of areas of geological interest, 
including the provision of access and interpretation where desirable and 
feasible. 

8.9 WETLANDS 

Wetlands include watercourses and water 
bodies as well as other habitat types 
including marshes, fens, heathland, 
cutaway bog in addition to areas 
influenced by the marine ς including 
coastal and estuarine salt marshes, dune 
slacks etc. They tend to have high 
biodiversity value supporting a variety of 
habitats and species and function in the 
protection of water quality and/or flood 
control, serve as important carbon stores 
contributing to climate resilience, filter 
pollutants and provide potential 
recreational opportunities.  
 

 
 

While many protected areas include 
wetlands, most wetland areas occur 
outside protected sites. Globally, wetlands 
are protected by the Ramsar Convention. 
Within Louth, only Dundalk Bay is listed as 
a Ramsar site.  
However, it should be noted that in County 
Down, the northern section of Carlingford 
Lough, which is a shared site, is also listed 
under the Ramsar Convention.  

Many of the SACs and SPAs in County 
Louth, referenced previously and above, 
are wetlands.  
Louth County Council, with funding from 
the Heritage Council, commissioned a 
survey of all known and potential wetlands 
in the County. This Louth Wetland Survey 
was a three year project (2011, 2012 and 
2014), which determined the wetland 
status of in excess of 300 sites, considered 
likely to support wetland habitats on the 
basis of underlying soils, topography, 
historical mapping and aerial photography. 
The survey documented the location, 
extent, and threats facing and 
conservation ranking of virtually all the 
wetland sites in the County, in addition to 
presenting recommendations for their 
maintenance, management and 
conservation. 
Planning legislation requires that work or 
development, which involves the drainage 
or reclamation of a wetland requires 
planning permission where the wetland is 
greater than 0.1ha.  
For drainage or reclamation of wetlands 
greater than 2ha, an Environmental Impact 
Assessment is necessary.  
 
 
 
 

https://www.louthcoco.ie/en/services/heritage/publications/louthwetlands2011.pdf
https://www.louthcoco.ie/en/services/heritage/publications/louthwetlands2012.pdf
https://www.louthcoco.ie/en/services/heritage/publications/publications_39_2067217508.pdf
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The Council will require that an ecological 
assessment (including where necessary an 
Environmental Impact Assessment) is 
carried out at the appropriate level in 
relation to proposals for drainage or 
reclamation of wetlands.  
 

Policy Objective 

NBG 19 To ensure that an appropriate 
level of ecological assessment 
is carried out for proposals 
involving drainage, infill or 
reclamation of wetland 
habitats. 

 

Policy Objective 

NBG 20 To protect and enhance 
wetland sites that have been 
rated A (International), B 
(National), C+ (County), C 
and D importance in the 
Louth Wetland Surveys and 
any subsequent versions 
thereof. 

 

Policy Objective 

NBG 21 To support the 
implementation of 
recommendations included 
in the Louth Wetland Survey 
and any subsequent versions 
thereof. 

 

Policy Objective 

NBG 22 To support the 
implementation of 
recommendations contained 
in the National Peatlands 
Strategy 2015 and any 
subsequent strategies. 

8.10   LANDSCAPE 

The National Landscape Strategy (NLS) 
2015-2025 will ensure compliance with the 
European Landscape Convention, which 
Ireland ratified in 2002. It provides a high 
level policy framework and recognises the 
importance of landscape protection and its 
interconnectivity with biodiversity and 
climate change. One of its core objectives 
is to develop a National Landscape 
Character Assessment, providing 
consistency on how to characterise and 
connect with the landscape, and provide a 
framework for regional and local landscape 
character assessments. It is fully supported 
in both the National Planning Framework 
(NPF) and the Eastern and Midland 
Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy 
(EMRSES).  

8.10.1 Landscape Character 
Assessment 

A Landscape Character Assessment 
essentially describes, maps, and classifies 
landscapes providing an understanding of 
ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƴǎƛǘƛǾƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ 
landscapes and its future management 
needs. It facilitates the identification of 
features, which endow a specific area with 
its sense of place whilst aiding the 
provision of policy recommendations.  
In 2002 the Council, in accordance with the 
GovernmentΩs Draft Guidelines for 
Landscape and Landscape Assessment 
(2000) prepared a Landscape Character 
Assessment for the County involving a 2 
stage approach. 
Stage 1 identified and classified nine 
[ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ /ƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ !ǊŜŀǎ ό[/!Ωǎύ ƛƴ 
County Louth, which represent specific 
geographical areas of a particular 
landscape type or types.  
 
 
 



Chapter 8 ς Natural Heritage, Green Infrastructure and Biodiversity 

Louth County Development Plan 2021-2027 
 

8-18 

Stage 2 appraised the landscape character 
sensitivity and values, assigning key 
landscape values and corresponding 
objectives in addition to categorising each 
LCA as being of international, national, 
regional or local importance. 
Criteria used in the evaluation was based 
on the following: 

¶ Landscape Quality ς interactions of 
the landscape and the condition of 
features and elements; 

¶ Scenic Quality ς landscapes which 
appeal primarily to the visual senses;  

¶ Rarity ς the presence of rare features 
and elements in the landscape; 

¶ Conservation Interests ς presence of 
features and particular wildlife, earth 
science, archaeological, historical and 
cultural interest which can add to the 
value of a landscape as well as having 
value in their own right; 

¶ Wildness ς presence of wild character 
within the landscape which makes a 
particular contribution to a sense of 
place; 

¶ Recreational Opportunity ς degree of 
open-air recreation within the 
landscape in proximity to centres of 
population; 

¶ Cultural Association ς with particular 
people, artists, writers, historical 
events, legends;  

¶ Tranquillity ς low levels of built 
environment, traffic, noise and where 
artificial lighting is at a minimum; and  

¶ Stakeholder Representative ς whether 
the landscape contains a particular 
character worthy of representation by 
stakeholders. 

[ƻǳǘƘΩǎ ƴƛƴŜ [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ /ƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ !reas 
are identified in Table 8. 5 and Map 8.5. 
The potential landscape capacity of each 

LCA is based on indicative types of 

development that are likely to occur within 

the study area. The Louth Landscape 

Character Assessment 2002 identified a 

range of forces for landscape change in the 

rural landscape and these included inter 

alia: agriculture, rural housing, wind farms, 

commercial development, quarrying etc. 

The Louth Landscape Character 

Assessment 2002 is available at the 

following link.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table 8.5: Landscape Character Areas 
 

Landscape Character Areas Importance 

¶ Carlingford Lough and Mountains incl. West Feede Uplands International 

¶ Boyne & Mattock Valley National 

¶ Dundalk Bay Coast 

¶ Dunany to Boyne Estuary Coast 

¶ Uplands of Collon and Monasterboice 

Regional 

¶ Cooley Lowlands and Coastal Area 

¶ Lower Faughart, Castletown and Flurry River basin 

¶ Louth Drumlin and Lake Areas 

¶ Muirhevna Plain 

Local 

https://www.louthcoco.ie/en/services/heritage/resource_centre/heritage-designation-advice/landscape-and-amenity/louth-landscape-character-assessment-2002.pdf
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Map 8.5:  Landscape Character Areas  
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8.10.2 Landscape Conservation Area 

Section 204 of the Planning and 
Development Act 2000 (as amended) 
enables a Planning Authority, for the 
purposes of the preservation of a 
landscape, designate an area or place 
within its functional area as a Landscape 
Conservation Area. In so doing, the 
planning authority can prescribe certain 
developments which would normally be 
exempt but would not be exempt in a 
designated conservation area.  
The Louth Landscape Character 
Assessment 2002 recommended that 
consideration be given to the designation 
of Carlingford Mountain SAC as a 
Landscape Conservation Area.  
 

 
 

The Council, during the lifetime of the Plan 
will, in consultation with the relevant 
department and stakeholders, explore the 
possibility of designating Carlingford SAC 
as a Landscape Conservation Area.  
 

Policy Objective 

NBG 23 To ensure the preservation of the uniqueness of a landscape character type by 
having regard to its character, value and objectives in accordance with national 
policy and guidelines and the Louth Landscape Character Assessment and by 
ensuring that new development meets high standards of siting and design and 
does not unduly damage or detract from the character of a landscape or natural 
environment. 

 

Policy Objective 

NBG 24 To ensure development reflects and, where possible, reinforces the 
distinctiveness and sense of place of the landscape character types including the 
retention of important features or characteristics, taking into account the 
various elements, which contribute to their distinctiveness such as scenic 
quality, habitats, settlement pattern, historic heritage and land use. 

 

Policy Objective 

NBG 25 Where appropriate, require that landscape and visual impact assessments 
prepared by suitably qualified professionals be submitted with development 
applications, which may have significant impact on landscape character areas, 
especially in highly sensitive areas. 

 

Policy Objective 

NBG 26 To explore the designation of Landscape Conservation Areas as appropriate, in 
conjunction with the relevant Government Department and stakeholders to 
protect specific important landscapes and particularly in respect of Carlingford 
Mountain SAC. 
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Policy Objective 

NBG 27 To review and update, if necessary the Louth Landscape Character Assessment 
2002 on foot of a framework for regional and local landscape character 
assessments as outlined in the National Landscape Strategy  
2015-2025. 

 

Policy Objective 

NBG 28 To co-operate with adjoining local authorities, both north and south of the 
border, to ensure that the environment is maintained in a sustainable manner 
and to support the coordinated designation of sensitive landscapes and policy 
approaches with adjoining areas and on all aspects of environmental protection, 
particularly where transboundary environmental vulnerabilities are identified. 

8.11 TREES, WOODLANDS AND HEDGEROWS 

Trees, woodlands and hedgerows 
ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ǘƻ [ƻǳǘƘΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ 
landscape character and biodiversity. They 
provide visual amenity in rural and urban 
environments, shelter and clean air, 
important habitats for many species of 
wildlife and as high biodiversity habitats 
they are key for both climate mitigation 
and adaptation measures, playing a 
significant role in carbon storage.  
 

 
 

Ireland is the least wooded country in the 
EU. [ƻǳǘƘΩǎ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ŀǊŜŀ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ 
of the lowest in the country and in this 
context, the conservation of existing 
woodlands is increasingly important.  

aŀƴȅ ƻŦ [ƻǳǘƘΩǎ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƛƴƎ ǿƻƻŘƭŀƴŘǎ ŀǊŜ 
located within large estates, where they 
were often planted as part of landscaping 
projects and contributed to designed 
landscapes.  
Trees and in particular groups of trees can 
represent an important component of the 
local landscape and townscape, the setting 
of buildings and the means of providing 
successful integration of new development 
into the landscape. Development can, if 
not sensitively designed, sited and 
constructed, result in the loss or damage of 
trees. Thus, it is desirable that existing 
trees be considered in the formulation and 
assessment of development proposals. 
Where trees or groups of trees of 
particular value may be at risk from 
development or other activities, 
consideration may be given to the making 
of a Tree Preservation Order.  
New planting should be encouraged and 
promoted to ensure the continued 
regeneration of tree cover generally and 
avoid key groupings of trees becoming 
increasingly aged and unhealthy.  
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Hedgerows make an important 
contribution to the County, serving as 
important habitat and wildlife corridors for 
the movement and distribution of flora and 
fauna through the landscape (habitat for 
insects, nesting sites for birds, assist small 
mammals and bat species). They 
simultaneously contribute to the natural 
heritage and visual amenity of the area, in 
addition to preserving the rural character 
of an area and in screening development. 
! ǎŀƳǇƭŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ƻŦ [ƻǳǘƘΩǎ ƘŜŘƎŜǊƻǿǎ ƛƴ 
2014 found that Louth had the highest 
density of hedgerows in Ireland, slightly 
ahead of neighbouring County Monaghan.  
Other than in exceptional circumstances, 
there will be a presumption against the 
removal of trees and hedgerows.  

Where the removal of trees and 
hedgerows is unavoidable, the Council will 
require their replacement or adequate 
substitution.  

8.11.1 Tree Preservation Orders 

Section 205 of the Planning and 
Development Act 2000 (as amended) 
allows planning authorities to make 
provision for the preservation of any tree, 
trees, groups of trees or woodlands by way 
of a Tree Preservation Order (TPO) where 
it is carried out in the interest of 
expediency, amenity or the environment. 
Tree Preservation Orders made to date by 
the Council are listed in Table 8.6 and 
illustrated in Maps 8.6, 8.7, 8.8, 8.9 and 
8.10. 

 
Table 8.6: Tree Preservation Orders, County Louth 
 

DROGHEDA COUNTY 

Ref. No Location Ref. No.  Location 

TPO 1  Bayview House TPO 2  Fox Covert, Ardee 

  TPO 3  
Ardee Golf Club (TPO 2 falls entirely 
within this area) 

  TPO 4  Red House, Ardee 

  TPO 5  Mell, Drogheda 

  TPO 6  One Mile Wood, Newtownstalaban 
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Map 8.6:  TPO1 (Bayview House Drogheda) 
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Map 8.7: TPO 2 (Fox Covert, Ardee) and TPO 3 (Ardee Golf Club) 
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Map 8.8: TPO 4 (Red House, Ardee) 
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Map 8.9: TPO 5 (Mell, Drogheda) 
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Map 8.10: TPO 6 (One Mile Wood) 
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8.11.2 Trees and Woodlands of Special Amenity Value 

Having regard to the important role that 
trees and woodlands fulfil, the Council has 
identified and recorded trees and groups 
of trees considered to be of Special 
Amenity Value within the County. As such, 
and in recognition of the value of the trees, 
their conservation as part of any grant of 
planning permission will be required.  
Any development permitted by the local 
authority which, in exceptional 
circumstances, permits the removal of 
trees or groups of trees shall contain a 
planning condition requiring the planting 
of replacement native, semi-mature trees 
at a ratio of ten new trees per single tree 
removed in the County and at a ratio of five 
new trees per single tree removed in 
Drogheda and Dundalk.  
On smaller, more constrained sites where 
there is limited space/opportunities for 

planting new trees, consideration may be 
given to reducing the ratio of trees to be 
planted on an application site if an 
alternative location for the shortfall of 
trees to be planted is identified and the 
consent of the landowner, on whose lands 
the trees are to be planted, is provided as 
part of a planning application. 
 
The Trees and Woodlands of Special 
Amenity Value within Drogheda, Dundalk, 
Ardee and the County have been identified 
in Tables 8.7, 8.8, 8.9 and 8.10 and 
illustrated on Maps 8.11, 8.12, 8.13 and 
8.14 below. Tree surveys, for both 
Drogheda and Dundalk along with 
Guidelines for Tree Protection are detailed 
in Appendix 5 and Appendix 6 respectively, 
Volume 3. 
 

 

Table 8.7: Trees and Woodlands of Special Amenity Value in Drogheda 
 

Reference 
No.  

Location  
Reference 
No.  

Location 

TWSAV1 Anneville Crescent TWSAV23 Moneymore 

TWSAV2 Ashfield TWSAV24 Mill Lane 

TWSAV3 Ballsgrove Hill TWSAV25 Mount Sandford 

TWSAV4 Broadmeadows TWSAV26 North of Quarry 

TWSAV5 Brookville TWSAV27 Newfoundwell Road 

TWSAV6 Bullys Acre TWSAV28 Northstrand 

TWSAV7 Boyne Valley Hotel TWSAV29 Oaklawns 

TWSAV8 Boyne View House TWSAV30 Peters Hill 

TWSAV9 Church Lane TWSAV31 Poor House Lane 1 

TWSAV10 College Rise TWSAV32 Presbytery Poor House Lane 

TWSAV11 /ǊƻƳǿŜƭƭΩǎ Lane 1 TWSAV33 Ramparts Walk 

TWSAV12 Dublin Road Railway Bridge TWSAV34 Rugby Club 

TWSAV13 CƛǎƘŜǊƳŀƴΩǎ Warf TWSAV35 Sienna Convent 

TWSAV14 Fountain Hill TWSAV36 Stameen 

TWSAV15 Glenmore Drive TWSAV37 Stameen Roadside 1 

TWSAV16 Greenhills College TWSAV38 St. 5ƻƳƛƴƛŎƪΩǎ Park 

TWSAV17 Harmony Heights TWSAV39 Mary Street ςDŜǊǊŀǊŘΩǎ Church 

TWSAV18 Hospital Dublin Road TWSAV40 Waterunder Cottage 
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TWSAV19 [ŜƻƴŀǊŘΩǎ /Ǌƻǎǎ TWSAV41 Weirhope 

TWSAV20 aŀǊƭŜȅΩǎ [ŀƴŜ TWSAV42 Watery Hill 

TWSAV21 Matsons Lodge TWSAV43 Westcourt 

TWSAV22 Marsh House Pub (former) TWSAV44 Wheaton Hall 
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Map 8.11 Trees and Woodlands of Special Amenity Value in Drogheda 
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Table 8.8: Trees and Woodlands of Special Amenity Value in Dundalk 

Reference 
No.  

Location  
Reference 
No.  

Location 

DLK 1 {ǘΦ IŜƭŜƴŀΩǎ tŀǊƪ DLK 19 
Ladywell Shrine and surrounds, 
Dublin Road 

DLK 2 
aŀǊƛǎǘ DǊƻǳƴŘǎΣ {ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ 
Road 

DLK 20 The Laurels 

DLK 3 
Derryhale Hotel, Carrick 
Road/No. 6 Carrickmacross 
Road 

DLK 21 
Carroll Village - Old De La Salle 
Field 

DLK 4 
In the curtilage of Rath - 
Knockbridge Rd/Ardee 
Road 

DLK 22 Long Walk 

DLK 5 Lisnawully, Carrick Road DLK 23 Demesne 

DLK 6 
Brookfield House, Ardee 
Road 

DLK 24 Courthouse Square 

DLK 7 

St. John of God (Hilltop 
service) and lands to the 
SW (site of former 
workhouse) 

DLK 25 YŜƭƭȅΩǎ aƻƴǳƳŜƴǘ 

DLK 8 
St. Oliver Plunkett Shrine 
and lands to the south of 
the entrance, Ardee Road 

DLK 26 Entrance to library, Roden Place 

DLK 9 
North side of Carrick Road: 
Rucky Hill either side of 
entrance to Deer Park 

DLK 27 Douglas Place 

DLK 10  {ǘΦ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘΩǎ DLK 28 
Northern side of Jocelyn Street 
and Seatown Place 

DLK 11 
The Crescent / Crescent 
Park 

DLK 29 Park View 

DLK 12 
Grammar School, The 
Crescent 

DLK 30 Trees on Mount Avenue 

DLK 13 
IƻŜȅΩǎ [ŀƴŜ ŀƴŘ 
Muirhevnamor Park  

DLK 31 De La Salle, Mill Road 

DLK 14 Blackrock Road DLK 32 
Entrance to Grey Acre, 
Castleblaney Road 

DLK 15 
Ice House Hill and including 
lands to the west of Pearse 
Park 

DLK 33 Castletown Cemetery 

DLK 16 Brook Street/Ardee Terrace DLK 34 
St. Louis Convent / Castletown 
Castle 

DLK 17 
Louth Disability 
Services/Mounthamilton 
House, Carrick Road 

DLK 35 
Castle Park, Castle Heights, 
Headford House, The Paddock, 
Mount Avenue 

DLK 18 
To the rear of Dunmore, 
Avenue Road 

DLK 36 
Between Farndeg Estate and 
Marion Park 
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Reference 
No.  

Location  
Reference 
No.  

Location 

DLK 37 Newry Road: Red Cow DLK 51 Seafield House, Seafield Road 

DLK 38 
Motte and Bailey Doylesfort 
Road  

DLK 52 Fairy Mount, Seafield Road 

DLK 39 South of Riverside Crescent DLK 53 
Cockle Hill Road (Coast Road 
close to bend) 

DLK 40 Fairgreen, Fairgreen Row DLK 54 
Cú Chulainn Castle  
(Castletown Mount) 

DLK 41 
Point Road ς The Towers 
and two adjoining 
properties to the west 

DLK 55 
Lands to the south of Willow 
DǊƻǾŜΣ ŀǊŜŀ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ Ψ¢ƘŜ DǳǘΩ 

DLK 42 
The junction of Bothar Maol 
and the Blackrock Road 

DLK 56 Former landfill site, Newry Road 

DLK 43 
Within the curtilage of 
Bunker Lodge, Sandymount 

DLK 57 
Farm buildings and house south 
of graveyard/north side of 
Racecourse Road (west) 

DLK 44 
In the vicinity of Field 
House, Sandymount 

DLK 58 Carnbeg Hotel and Spa 

DLK 45 Sandymount/Rockmount  DLK 59 Ashling Park 

DLK 46 The Crescent, Blackrock DLK 60 
Lands to the rear/in the vicinity 
of Texaco Station, Ardee Road 

DLK 47 Catholic Church, Blackrock DLK 61 
Lands north of Langsfield, 
Dublin Road 

DLK 48 Bellfield, Dublin Road DLK 62 
Louth Meath Education and 
Training Board Grounds of St 
[ŜƻƴŀǊŘΩǎ DŀǊŘŜƴ 

DLK 49 
Church Road, 
Haggardstown 

DLK 63 
Along the stream within the 
grounds of DKIT  

DLK 50 
Marl House, Church Road, 
Haggardstown 
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Map 8.12: Trees and Woodlands of Special Amenity Value in Dundalk 
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Table 8.9: Trees and Woodlands of Special Amenity Value in Ardee 

 
Table 8.10: Trees and Woodlands of Special Amenity Value in County Louth 

Reference No.  Location  Reference No.  Location 

TWSAV116 Termonfeckin Village TWSAV131 Salterstown 

TWSAV117 
Newtown House  
(An Grianán) 

TWSAV132 Piperstown House 

TWSAV118 
Trees East Of 
Termonfeckin 

TWSAV133 
Corderry House, 
Readypenny 

TWSAV119 
N1 North of Greenore 
Junction (Junction 18) 

TWSAV134 Beaulieu 

TWSAV120 
Monvallet East of ESB 
station 

TWSAV135 Ballymakenny Church 

TWSAV121 Church at Milltown TWSAV136 
Woodlands at Omeath 
Park 

TWSAV122 
Lisrenny House, 
Tallanstown 

TWSAV137 Ravensdale Plantation 

TWSAV123 South of Killineer TWSAV138 Trumpet Hill 

TWSAV124 North of Mount Oriel TWSAV139 Stephenstown Pond 

TWSAV125 Mullaghesh, Collon TWSAV140 
Townley Hall / King 
Williams Glen 

TWSAV126 Louth Hall TWSAV141 Blackhall Woods 

TWSAV127 Rathbrist House TWSAV142 
Mellifont Abbey 
Woods 

TWSAV128 Drogheda - Baltray Road TWSAV143 Barmeath Woods 

TWSAV129 N1 at Aghnaskeagh TWSAV144 Darver Castle Woods 

TWSAV130 Drumcar TWSAV145 Fox Covert, Ardee 

 
 
 

Reference No.  Location  Reference No.  Location 

TWSAV108 The Rectory, Ardee TWSAV112 
Convent of Mercy, Hale 
Street 

TWSAV109 St. Josephôs, Ardee TWSAV113 
Moorehall (De la Salle 
Monastery, Hale St.) 

TWSAV110 Red House Ardee TWSAV114 
Parochial House  
(Hale St.) 

TWSAV111 {ǘΦ .ǊƛŘƎŜǘΩǎΣ YŜƭƭǎ wƻŀŘ TWSAV115 
The Island, Bridge 
Street 
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Map 8.13: Trees and Woodlands of Special Amenity Value in Ardee 
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