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Cooley Cumann na mBan invitation, 20 December 1921	 (Louth County Archives, PP00439/)

With the signing of the Anglo-Irish Treaty on 6 

December 1921, the British government began to 

release prisoners. An amnesty was announced 

for about 5,000 men who were interned without charge. 

Among the first to be released were those who were 

interned at Ballykinlar, Co Down. On 9 December the  

prisoners arrived at Dundalk train station amid reports  

that the trains were ambushed as they made their way  

through loyalist areas in Ulster.  According to the press 

reports about 30 prisoners from Co Louth were  

among the first batches to be released.  

They were greeted in Dundalk by the Emmet Band 

playing ‘national tunes’ as they emerged from the 

train station. It was reported that the prisoners 

looked well and were in good spirits. They were 

driven to their homes in motor cars, cheered on by 

crowds who lined the streets. Prisoners from south 

Louth and Meath were greeted by enthusiastic 

crowds at Drogheda train station, and that night 

Tullyesker Hill and other heights were lit up by 

bonfires, while tar barrels blazed in many parts of 

the town.  



Advert for revolvers, 1922 	 (Louth County Archives, PP00231/)

The weaponry in the hands of the Volunteers was 

poor in both quantity and quality. After the split of 

1914, the Redmondite National Volunteers retained 

the weapons already gathered, amounting to some 

186 rifles. Approaching Easter 1916, the bulk of the 

Irish Volunteer arms consisted of shotguns and 

some revolvers.  

When the Dundalk Volunteers mobilised in 1916, they 

marched to Ardee and seized forty-eight modern 

rifles and ammunition. Meanwhile forty rifles that 

were in the possession of the National Volunteers 

in Dundalk, were voluntarily surrendered to the 

RIC. Unbelievably they were returned by the RIC in 

January 1917.  

Most of the Louth IRA arms during the War of 

Independence were obtained by small-scale raids 

and the dangerous practice of snatching arms from 

RIC men. 

The most successful seizure of arms by the Louth 

IRA in the period was that of 20 modern Lee-Enfield 

rifles at Greenore port in 1920, a consignment 

described as a ‘godsend’ by the equally arms-

starved Armagh IRA when the 4th Northern Division 

was set up in mid-1921. At the time of the Truce in 

July 1921, according to Frank Aiken, the 4th Northern 

Division had 1,200 men but only thirty-three rifles.



Dáil Courts Letter dated 7 October 1920 requesting attendance at meeting of Justices to be held at 4 
Seatown Place, Dundalk on 10 October ‘to select five members of district court for county’ 	  
(Louth County Archives, PP00439/)

One of the earliest reports of republican courts in 

Louth related to a case of larceny that was heard 

in Dundalk on 6 July 1920. At about the same time, 

it was reported that ‘Volunteer Courts’ had been in 

operation during the races at Bellewstown County 

Meath, near Drogheda, and two separate cases, 

one for assault and the other of theft were heard in 

Clogherhead and Grangebellew in County Louth.

Shortly afterwards, ‘the first official Dáil Éireann court 

in Drogheda’ was held in the Drogheda Corporation 

assembly rooms on 11 August 1920, the case referred 

to the sale of milk illegally deprived of its fats. After 

that brief flurry of public activity, newspaper reports 

dried up until after the truce in July 1921. 

In October 1921 the RIC noted that Dáil courts were 

in operation and on 10 November 1921 they raided a 

court sitting in Dundalk town hall and threatened to 

disperse forcibly the assembly which was adjourned 

‘indefinitely’.

Republican courts sat openly and regularly in Ardee, 

Drogheda and Dundalk Co Louth from February 1922. 



Saorstát na hÉireann District of North Louth circular ‘To Each District Justice’ dated 22 
December 1921 from PJ Berrill, Registrar, Williamson’s Place, Dundalk, announcing a sitting 
of ‘the above court’ in the Board Room, Town Hall, Dundalk ‘on Thursday next’ 	  
(Louth County Archives, PP00439/)

Patrick Joseph Berrill was active with the Irish 

Volunteers in Dundalk from 1914 and took part in the 

1916 Rising. He subsequently took part in all major IRA 

operation in Co Louth and spent considerable periods 

imprisoned between 1916 and 1921 when his health 

suffered greatly as a result of going on hunger strike. 

Obviously regarded by the authorities as a major threat, 

he was one of only three people arrested in Louth as a 

result of the ‘German Plot’ of 1918. 

He served as registrar for the Dáil courts between the 

Truce in July 1921 and the outbreak of the Civil War in 

June 1922. 

He took the pro-Treaty side in the Civil War and served 

in Intelligence in the National Army, though not formally 

appointed as an officer. His service as an officer in 

the IRA during the War of Independence and Civil 

War was not recognized by the pension board. Patrick 

Berrills was awarded a pension at the rank of private, 

amounting to £18 18s. 6d. per annum. 

In peace-time he was employed as a ships’ inspector in 

Dundalk and died at the early age of fifty-five in 1946. 

Many of the pension application records relating to 

Louth show that former Volunteers lived out their 

lives in difficult circumstances, and few Cumann na 

mBan pension applications were successful. The IRA 

pension, though meagre, was a welcome bonus during 

the economically depressed decades that followed 

independence. 



Ardee Police subscription request note, March 1922 	  
(Louth County Archives, PP00082/)

In January 1922 a new police force established headquarters 

in the town hall in Dundalk, under the control of T.J. Clancy. 

Its bailiwick purportedly stretched from Markethill, County 

Armagh to Ardee. On 20 March a police force, paid for by 

voluntary contributions from businessmen was set up in 

Drogheda having the ambitious aim of covering all of south 

Louth from Drogheda to Dunleer with only twelve men.

On the following day, an appeal for funds was issued by 

Ardee businessmen, seeking funding for 60 policemen for 

three months, pending arrival of the Civic Guard. 

Following the split in the IRA in March 1922, the police force 

in Dundalk was disbanded, and a group of civilians, mostly 

businessmen, met on 4 May, and agreed to fund a new 

force known as the Civic Police.  The government reacted 

negatively to this development and moved to place control of 

policing in the hands of the O/C of the 4th Northern Division, 

Frank Aiken.  

Following the establishment of the anti-Treaty IRA executive, 

the garrison at Millmount broke with GHQ, and the Belfast 

boycott recommenced. Over the next five months until the 

outbreak of the Civil War, in Drogheda alone, sixty raids 

on the railway were carried out by the anti-Treaty IRA in 

pursuance of the Belfast boycott. The arrest of IRA volunteers 

engaged in enforcing the Belfast boycott in Drogheda and 

Dublin was subsequently one of the triggers for the outbreak 

of the Civil War in June 1922. 



Louth Meath Parliamentary Election, 16 June 1922 – 
promotional leaflet for Cathal O’Shannon Labour 	  
(Louth County Archives, PP00439/)

The June 1922 election was the first general election to 

take place in a partitioned Ireland, and was widely seen as 

a barometer to gauge public acceptance or rejection of the 

terms of the Anglo-Irish Treaty. 

In a final attempt to offset a split, Sinn Féin (SF) offered a 

united panel of candidates, expressly showing whether they 

supported the Treaty or not.

Six candidates vied for five seats in the Louth/Meath 

constituency:

Cathal O’Shannon for Labour

Éamonn Duggan, Peter Hughes (outgoing), Justin 

McKenna, and James Murphy (outgoing) for pro-Treaty SF 

J.J. O’Kelly (outgoing) for anti-Treaty SF

O’Shannon topped the poll with 13,994 first preference votes, 

twice that of the other successful candidates – Duggan (Pro-

Treaty SF, 6,990), O’Kelly (Anti-Treaty SF, 5,773), Hughes (Pro-

Treaty SF 4,282) and Murphy (Pro-Treaty SF, 3,367). 

The outcome was one seat for Labour, three for pro-Treaty SF 

and one for anti-Treaty SF. 

In the constituency as a whole, out of 36,501 valid votes cast, 

30,768 or 84.2 per cent of first preferences went to pro-

Treaty candidates. 



Photograph of anti-treaty garrison at Millmount, June 1922, 	 (reproduced by kind permission of the Old Drogheda Society)

Millmount barracks in Drogheda was evacuated in January 1922 and 

garrisoned by local units of the IRA. On 26 March 1922, anti-treaty 

elements of the IRA held a convention in the Mansion House in Dublin, 

and set up their own army executive. The Millmount garrison declared for 

the anti-Treaty executive.

On 29 May Captain James Flanagan from the Millmount garrison was 

killed at Gormanston train station when shots were exchanged during an 

attempt to hold up two Black and Tans. The Millmount garrison refused 

to co-operate with the National Army with regard to an inquest or to 

release Flanagan’s body to the authorities. An internal investigation by 

the republicans was held in camera, and the findings were sent to the 

anti-Treaty IRA executive in the Four Courts. James Flanagan was buried 

in Drogheda on 30 May, with full military honours proffered by the 

anti-Treaty IRA. As the cortège went through Drogheda, it was saluted 

by National Army troops. 

Between March and the outbreak of the Civil War at the end of June 

1922,  in Drogheda alone, sixty raids on the railway were carried 

out by the anti-Treaty IRA in pursuance of the Belfast boycott. The 

arrest of IRA volunteers engaged in enforcing the Belfast boycott in 

Drogheda and Dublin was subsequently one of the triggers for the 

outbreak of the Civil War in June 1922.



Copy of entry in Drogheda Corporation minute book on 6 June 1922 concerning malicious injury claims lodged  
with the town clerk amounting to £17,882:6:6 	 (Louth County Archives, DC/MB/)

RIC Constable Benjamin Bently was killed in Drogheda on 30 April 1922, probably by men from the Millmount garrison. On 

the night of 2 May, twelve lorry-loads of RIC men awaiting demobilisation in Gormanston invaded Drogheda and inflicted 

considerable structural damage to the town centre. Claims for damages amounting to over £17,000 were later lodged with 

Drogheda Corporation. Following a meeting where the garrison admitted that they could not guarantee the safety of Drogheda 

from further raids, the Drogheda Corporation pleaded for help from the Provisional government who on the following day 

despatched troops from the newly formed National Army, under Paddy O’Daly and local man Frank Thornton.  The Millmount 

garrison refused to surrender their post, and rather than trigger fighting, a stand-off between National Army troops and 

Republican troops in Drogheda continued for almost two months. 



National Army troops at Millmount 4 July 1922 	  
(from the Brendan Hall archive collection, Louth County Archives, PP00438/)

Fighting erupted in Drogheda on 29 June with a 

heavy attack on National Army posts at Westgate 

Barracks, South Quay Barracks and the army cordon 

around Millmount. Liam Leech, from the Millmount 

garrison was shot dead on Pitcher Hill, and Volunteer 

John Lynch who was serving in the army and from 

Co Meath, was wounded and died in the Cottage 

Hospital. 

On 4 July, after the fall of the Four Courts, the 

National Army sent an ultimatum demanding 

unconditional surrender of Millmount. At 9.15 

a.m. the bombardment commenced. The tower 

and buildings were shelled and a breach blown 

in the outer wall. By the time army units captured 

Millmount, it had been abandoned by the republican 

garrison.

Miss Alice Slowey, of Fair Street, Drogheda was 

accidentally killed on 4 July by a National Army 

patrol and five other civilians were reported to have 

been wounded, including the Mayor Philip Monahan.



Óglaigh na hÉireann general permit to travel issued to Thomas Rogers of the  
4th Northern Division by the Military Permit Office, Portobello Barracks, Dublin, 7 July 1922 	  
(Louth County Archives, PP00433/)

When fighting broke out in Dublin and Drogheda, 

Aiken’s response was to unite the pro- and anti-Treaty 

IRA in north Louth under the umbrella of neutrality. 

Aiken wrote to Mulcahy seeking an immediate truce. He 

warned that if the war continued, it would develop into 

a wider conflict ‘against the anti-Treaty republicans.’ 

Following up the letter with a face-to-face meeting 

with Richard Mulcahy, Aiken maintained that he would 

neither attack anti-Treaty forces if ordered, nor fight 

against the government as this would ruin the country 

without gaining any ground for the Republic.  With the 

approval of Mulcahy he then travelled to Limerick where 

fighting had broken out, in an attempt to help broker a 

truce between the anti-Treaty forces of Liam Lynch and 

the National army under Michael Brennan. 

He was accompanied to Limerick by Thomas Rogers 

of Dundalk, described by one witness as Aiken’s right-

hand man at this stage.  This is the travel pass issued 

by National Army authorities allowing Rogers safe 

passage on the mission to Limerick.

By the time Aiken and Rogers got to Limerick, a 

precarious and ultimately ineffective peace deal had 

been brokered. Aiken was ordered back to Dundalk 

by National Army chief of staff Eoin O’Duffy with 

instructions to deal with the anti-Treaty forces in north 

Louth. By the time Aiken and Rogers got back to 

Dundalk on 14 July 1922, the 4th Northern was riven by 

disaffection. 



Letter from Governor Barrows of Dundalk Gaol, 17 July 1922 	  
(reproduced by kind permission of the Director of the National Archives of Ireland, NAI/JUS/H/78/18)

Early on the morning of 16th July 1922, General Dan Hogan 

invaded Dundalk and imprisoned Aiken, his officers and most 

of the 4th Northern Division. 

Aiken had on occasions in the past provided men to help 

guard the gaol, and when the invasion occurred, gaol staff 

phoned the army barrack looking for assistance from Aiken. 

The barrack phone was answered by an unfamiliar voice 

which alerted gaol staff that Dundalk was under attack, 

but they were not sure by whom, so the gaol was put into 

lockdown. National Army troops then forced their way into 

the gaol, wishing to deposit prisoners. Governor Barrows 

complained that government troops had damaged the gaol 

fabric, and that he should have been informed that the loyalty 

of Aiken and his men was suspect.  



Letter from the Executive Officers of the 4th Northern Division to the citizens of Louth, 
Down and Armagh, July 1922 	 (Louth County Archives, PP00439/)

After the invasion and capture of Dundalk on 16th 

July, the 4th Northern Division was decimated. 

Most of its officers were captured, over 100 men 

were lodged in Dundalk gaol, and a similar number 

volunteered to join the National Army. Those that 

managed to avoid capture issued this pamphlet 

protesting their treatment at the hands of the 

government.

The claims made in this pamphlet were factually 

correct. 

As time ran out, Aiken and the 4th Northern had 

agreed among themselves to dump their arms, and 

if necessary to evacuate Dundalk peacefully. Most of 

the arms had already been dumped but they never 

got that opportunity to evacuate, and inexorably the 

4th Northern was drawn into the Civil War on the anti-

Treaty side.   

It is probable that with a different approach, Aiken 

and the 4th Northern would have peacefully evacuated 

Dundalk and Co Louth would have been spared the 

trauma and destruction of the following twelve months.



Extract from Dundalk Register of Prisoners showing names of escapees 27 July 1922 	  
(reproduced by kind permission of the Director of the National Archives of Ireland, NAI-PRIS-1-16-1)

The facts of the ‘Hole in the Wall’ escape of 105 republican 

prisoners after an explosion at the boundary wall in an 

operation planned by John McCoy are well known. 

All was not well in the gaol. In the fortnight before the 

invasion of Dundalk on 16 July, there had been two escapes 

from the gaol carried out under the threat rather than the 

reality of violence. On the eve of the ‘Hole in the Wall’ 

escape the governor complained that he was responsible 

for 134 prisoners with only seventeen staff, many of them 

inexperienced and warned ‘I fear under present conditions, 

safe custody is in jeopardy.’ 

Three days later the gaol was attacked. There was a military guard 

composed of an officer and twenty-six men stationed in the hospital, but 

the warders complained that they failed to turn out until the prisoners had 

escaped and not a shot was fired by a small detachment of troops who 

were on duty. On the other hand, when he was laying the mine at the wall, 

Eiver Monaghan stated that he and Malachi Quinn were fired at by two 

army snipers on the prison wall. 

Records show that 105 prisoners escaped, the Dundalk Democrat reported 

that about 60 were back in custody within a week.

https://www.louthcoco.ie/en/services/archives/louth-1916-1923/dundalk-jail-transcript-of-escaped-prisoners-27-july-1922.pdf


Printed leaflet, dated 30 July 1922, ‘An open letter to Richard Mulcahy TD’ from 
Frank Aiken, Óglaigh na hÉireann, 4th Northern Division urging peace between 
the warring factions in the Civil War 	 (Louth County Archives, PP00439/)

Aiken declared some years later, that such were the 

promises made when the Treaty was agreed, that had 

he been a member of the Dáil he might have voted in 

its favour. He considered that a split in the IRA would 

inevitably lead to Civil War which would prove to be a 

distraction from what he regarded to be the greatest 

problem, that of partition. 

By mid- 1922 his reservations about the Treaty were 

growing but he was biding his time to judge if his 

republican ideals would be reflected in the Free State 

constitution.  

At the beginning of July 1922, Aiken and the officers 

of the 4th Northern had easy access to the leadership 

of the National Army from Michael Collins and Richard 

Mulcahy down. The 4th Northern had been central to 

Collins’ attempts to undermine the Northern Ireland 

government by physical force. Collins had wanted Aiken 

to accept the position of officer commanding all IRA 

units in Ulster, an offer which Aiken declined. 

By the end of July 1922, those in the 4th Northern who 

were not captured were fugitives in hiding along the 

land frontier between Louth and Armagh. 



Esmay Young letter, 18 August 1922 	 (Louth County Archives, PP00011/)

This letter was written by Mrs Esmay Young to her daughter 

Mrs Jennie O’Mahony in Drogheda. Mrs Young had a 

tobacconist shop in Roden Place, beside the Century Bar, where 

the ’Century Tower’ was and still is, part of the structure.  

From January 1922 Frank Aiken, O/C 4th Northern Division, 

IRA, continued to take orders from the pro-treaty government, 

though publicly expressing reservations about the terms of 

the Treaty. With the outbreak of Civil War fighting on 28 June 

1922 he declared that his divisional area would remain neutral, 

nevertheless there was great surprise when on 16 July, Dundalk 

was invaded by the National Army under the command of Dan 

Hogan, and taken without much trouble. Aiken and most of his 

men were imprisoned, only to be sprung from captivity in the 

famous ‘Hole in the Wall’ escape from Dundalk gaol on 23 July.

Aiken retook Dundalk on 14 August after a significant battle 

particularly at the army barracks, where substantial military 

stores were seized. Six men (five from the National Army) died 

including Captain Frank Byrne mentioned in this letter, and 

overall about forty from both sides wounded. The National Army 

launched a counter-offensive on Dundalk, retaking the town 

without significant opposition on the 16th August after Fr James 

McKeone, persuaded Aiken not to defend the town in depth.  

A lorry-bomb was set off, placed at the junction of Francis 

Street and Earl Street, just around the corner from Mrs Young’s 

shop. One man, James McEvoy, a civilian on his way to work in 

the distillery, was killed, and significant property damage was 

suffered from the explosion and the subsequent looting. 

Transcript



Richard Mulcahy to Joseph Dolan letter, 26 August 1922 	 
(Louth County Archives, PP00166/)

Joseph Dolan of Ardee, a businessman and long-time 

nationalist, wrote to Richard Mulcahy, Chief of Staff 

and Minister for Defence, on 18 August. That letter 

has not survived, but it was obviously an effort to 

generate a peace initiative.  Michael Collins was killed 

in an ambush in Cork, on 22 August 1922, and it was 

another four days before Mulcahy replied to Dolan and 

revealed a surprising generosity of spirit towards Aiken. 

He stated that ‘… nobody appreciates Frank Aiken’s 

mind and position more clearly or more sympathetically 

that I do.’ Mulcahy conceded that ‘Frank was not only 

negotiating with me for preserving peace in Dundalk … 

he was actually doing it to a certain extent’.

On 27 August, Aiken sent Mulcahy an emotional letter 

lamenting the death of Michael Collins. Aiken asserted 

that Collins was about to see that he was on the wrong 

road. He pleaded with Mulcahy to end the war and even 

offered his own life in return for peace. Mulcahy’s reply 

on 31 August attributed Aiken’s outlook ‘to an entirely 

unstrung state of mind’. 

It was at this point that Aiken finally confirmed 

adherence with the anti-Treaty side. His new area of 

command included Monaghan, west Cavan, and Meath. 

In Louth, he had about 250 men plus 100 men from 

Armagh and Down, opposing 750 to 850 in the National 

Army.



Warning letter from IRA to Joseph H McArdle, 8 September 1922 	  
(Louth County Archives, PP00439/)

This notice was circulated with IRA General Order 

No 6 under the signature of Liam Lynch to ‘O/C All 

Divisions and Independent Brigades’.

A tariff of penalties included death or deportation. 

General Order No 6 was cancelled on 24 November 

1922, and O/Cs instructed that ‘spies’ should only be 

executed after a Brigade Court of Inquiry and the 

sentence ratified by the Divisional Commander. 



Castle Street Ardee, c.1910 	  
(Reproduced courtesy of the National Library of Ireland, call number L_ROY_10082)

Ardee barracks was subjected to a ‘fierce and 

determined attack’ by the IRA on the night of 

Friday 3 November, 1922.  

It was reported that: 

rifle fire was opened on the barracks from 

the rere of the post office directly facing 

the barracks … three of the attackers were 

observed on the flat roof of Mr T Taaffe’s 

commodious drapery … blazing away with 

rifles. Bombs were hurled from the same 

direction at the officers’ quarters but only 

smashed glass in the windows. The troops 

replied vigorously to the enemy fire. 

A bomb was placed on the footpath causing 

extensive damage to nearby houses and shops. 

The attack continued for three hours, during 

which it was asserted the garrison refused 

entreaties from the leader of the attackers 

to surrender, in response to which the IRA 

commander advised them to say their prayers 

and he threatened that ‘they would be taken out 

dead.’ After three hours the attackers withdrew.



Pensions enquiry letter from Mary Boyle, regarding her son, Captain James Boyle, Greenore, 
killed in ambush on 4 November 1922 	  
(Image courtesy of the Military Archives/MSPC, MA W2D174)

James Boyle served in the Irish Volunteers from 

1917, becoming O/C Cooley Company, IRA. He 

joined the National Army on its formation. He was 

killed in an ambush at Rockmarshall on 4 November 

1922, along with Sergeant Peter Treanor from Co 

Monaghan. A report noted that Mrs Boyle lived in 

very poor circumstances, with seven other children, 

one of whom, Thomas aged 21, a member of An 

Garda Síochána, had died on 13 March 1924. 

Mrs Boyle received a gratuity of £100 in 1924. 

In 1953 following changes in the war pensions 

regulations, she was awarded an annual pension of 

£180.00 per annum. Mrs Boyle died on 1955.

Sergeant Peter Treanor was a widower with three 

children under 14 years of age, and had served in the 

British army during World War 1.  



Page from Maryboro Prison (Portlaoise) Autograph Book showing verse by Sean McCoy  
of Mullaghbawn, Co Armagh who signed it on 1 December 1922 	  
(Reproduced by kind permission of private depositor, Louth County Archives, PP00462/)

John McCoy, Aiken’s able adjutant, was wounded 

and captured during the War of Independence. On 

release he was appointed Truce Liaison Officer 

for Co Armagh, and on relinquishing, reverted to 

the post of Adjutant of the 4th Northern Division, 

then headquartered in Dundalk. He was overnight 

in Dublin on 15 July 1922 and avoided arrest when 

Dundalk was invaded.  Drawing what remained of the 

4th Northern together, he planned and launched the 

raid that released Aiken and 104 men from Dundalk 

gaol, but in the process was himself captured. He 

was released from internment in 1924 and was 

briefly O/C of what remained of the 4th Northern 

Division. He joined the Irish civil service and was 

appointed to the Military Service Pensions Board 

by Frank Aiken, then Minister for Defence, and later 

worked in the Bureau of Military History collecting 

statements from 1912-23 activists. 



Miss A Mulhern Order of Custody under Public Safety 
(Emergency Powers) No 2 Act, 1923, signed Richard 
Mulcahy 	 (Louth County Archives, PP00231/)

Photograph of Kathleen Dawe, 
Annie Mulhern, and A McGeown, 
Cumann na mBan members,  
1922-24 	  
(Louth County Archives, PP00412/)

On 7 January 1923 Annie Mulhern, Evelyn Garvey, James 

Melia, and Thomas Lennon all of Dundalk, were arrested 

in a car owned by a prominent business man and 

government supporter, Bernard O’Rourke of Inniskeen.  

A military report stated that a gun and ammunition were 

found on one of the passengers, a female, who was also 

carrying despatches. 

Annie Mulhern was imprisoned in Mountjoy Jail, Dublin 

until May 1923, then in North Dublin Union until 28 

November 1923. She underwent hunger strike on three 

occasions, the longest for 19 days in October/November 

1923. Described by Annie Maguire, her O/C Cumann 

na mBan, as ‘the most active member of Cumann na 

mBan in the area and although her brother was under 

sentence of death she carried on as usual’.

On the day after the arrests, Sylvester Heaney of 

Dillonstown, Dunleer was executed in Dublin on 8 

January 1923. On 13 January, Thomas McKeown of 

Piedmont, Bellurgan, John McNulty of Belleeks, County 

Armagh, and Thomas Murray of Kilcarn, Navan, County 

Meath were executed in Dundalk prison by firing squad.

On 22 January 1923, James Melia, Thomas Lennon 

from Dundalk who were arrested with Annie Mulhern 

and Joseph Ferguson from Lordship, Co Louth, were 

executed in Dundalk army barracks. 

All of those executed in Dundalk had been found guilty of 

possession of military material, not of actually using it. 



Photograph of Knockabbey House after burning in March 1923 	  
(Reproduced by kind permission of private depositor)

In response to the executions in Dundalk, a campaign 

of house burning commenced. Milestown House near 

Castlebellingham occupied by Major Barrow was 

destroyed on 29 January 1923 on the grounds that ‘... 

Major Barrow, was a prominent member of Irish Farmers’ 

Union and the house would be burned as a reprisal for 

the failure of the Irish Farmers’ Union to protest against 

the executions carried out by the Government.’

Clermont House at Blackrock, Dundalk owned by Col 

Charles Davis Guinness, High Sheriff of County Louth 

in 1918, was burned to the ground on 2 February. No 

reason was offered.  

Ballygassan House at Annagassan, owned by JJ Russell, 

sub-sheriff of the county, was also burned on 2 February 

1923 ‘because he was an official of the Government and 

as a reprisal for the recent executions in the county’.

Annaghskeagh House near Mountpleasant owned by 

AN Sheridan DL was destroyed on 10 February because 

‘Mr Sheridan was a government official’. Sheridan had 

organised considerable relief for the Belfast refugees 

who streamed into Louth over the previous number of 

years.  

Knockabbey owned by the O’Reilly family, one of 

the principal Catholic families in County Louth, was 

destroyed on 2 March.



Photograph of train de-railed on GNR line from Dundalk to Enniskillen 	  
(Reproduced courtesy of the National Library of Ireland, call number NPACW11)

During the Civil War, railway infrastructure was 

frequently attacked, bridges and lines were 

damaged, and locomotives derailed. 

The Great Northern Railway Company 

complained that in the Drogheda area alone, 

between March and August 1922, sixty raids on 

the railway were carried out by the anti-Treaty 

IRA in pursuance of the Belfast boycott.

In May 1923 a compensation scheme was 

introduced for damage inflicted on property 

between July 1921 to July 1923. 856 claims 

were lodged in Co Louth. About 200 claims 

related to damage to the railways or to goods 

carried on the railway in Co Louth. 

The 856 claims compared unfavourably to 281 

in Monaghan, 271 in Meath, and 296 in Cavan, 

and put Louth in eighth position nationally in 

terms of volume of claims lodged. 



Compensation claim document relating to Rokeby Hall, home of Clinton, John H 	
(Reproduced by kind permission of the Director of the National Archives of Ireland, NAI/
FIN/COMP/2/15/217)

In May 1923 the IFS introduced a compensation scheme 

which was only applicable for damage inflicted on property 

and not for personal injuries from July 1921 to July 1923.

Claims were many and varied, large operations attracting 

more claims. The IRA attack on Ardee Castle on 3 November 

1922, prompted at least twenty-four compensation claims for 

damage to buildings etc in Ardee town centre. 

Comparatively small claims made up the majority, the 

destruction of hay, pony trap, turnip cutter, two sheds and 

straw by fire on 6 March 1922 in Termonfeckin or the seizure 

of and damage to a motor car at Drogheda, County Louth, by 

armed men representing the IRA on 2 April 1922. 

Loyalists who felt themselves victimised could also claim off 

the British Government’s Irish Grants Committee. Sixteen 

such claims were made from people living in Co Louth, four 

were rejected and one not proceeded with. Four claimants, 

JJ Russell, William Barrow, Charles and Lucy Guinness had 

already received compensation from the Irish courts. 

In total 856 compensation claims from Louth were 

processed through the Irish courts. 



Advert from the Dundalk Democrat of candidates for General election on 27 August 
1923, July 1923

The pro-Treaty position was put before the electorate 

in material and legislative terms and ‘it offered a 

little something to everyone who broadly accepted 

the Treaty.’ This time Louth was on its own as a 

constituency. Five candidates were nominated for the 

three seats. 

It is noteworthy that Aiken’s rank, profession or 

occupation was described unambiguously as ‘Chief of 

Staff, Irish Republican Army’.

It is also noteworthy that the house of JJ Russell, the 

returning officer, was burned out by republicans on 2 

February 1923, in retaliation for the Dundalk executions. 

The election of August 1923 itself passed off quietly. 

Seventy-five percent of the first preference votes in Co 

Louth went to pro-Treaty candidates. 

Frank Aiken topped the poll with 6,651 (25%) first 

preferences, while Cathal O’Shannon, the outgoing TD, 

could muster only 2,517. Aiken obtained few votes in the 

south of the county but received solid support in the 

Cooley peninsula. 

The other two seats were taken by pro-Treaty 

candidates, Peter Hughes from Dundalk and Patrick 

McGee from mid-Louth. 



Troops at customs hut on Newry Road, 1923 	(Source: Curran)

Before the end of the Civil War, the cash-strapped IFS government on 1 April 

1923 assumed responsibility for the collection and retention of customs and 

excise duties. Restrictions on cross-border traffic both commercial and  

non-commercial were introduced. It was not permitted to import goods other 

than at approved stations, or outside the hours of 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., or at 

weekends, or on public holidays.

The Customs service, previously only concerned with shipping, now had to  

re-configure itself to deal with the difficult task of controlling a 360-mile land 

frontier. In Louth, the border was controlled from five patrol stations and five 

crossing points approved to facilitate cross-border trade.

Irish Times headline on customs report, 23 February 1923

Long established trading patterns were affected. 

Differentials arose in the prices of commodities between 

the jurisdictions, quickly leading to a brisk trade in 

smuggled produce.

Contrary to original hopes and expectations, customs 

posts and controls on the border remained in place for 

almost seventy years and were only lifted on 1 January 

1993 with the introduction of the EU Single Market.
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