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FINANCE & WATER SERVICES
Contents
Financial Reports

Expenditure to 30th June 2020

Section
Housing
Road Transportation & Safety
Water Services
Development Management
Environmental Services
Recreation and Amenity
Agriculture, Education, Health & Welfare
Miscellaneous

ACTUAL
EXPENDITURE
TO 30/06/20
13,749,783
10,024,544
3,883,084
7,761,112
7,750,370
3,374,796
462,480
2,728,093
49,734,262

BUDGET
EXPENDITURE
2020
31,054,362
24,658,931
6,880,763
15,406,198
17,909,198
8,977,175
1,155,725
11,287,241
117,329,593

% SPENT TO
30/06/20
44%
41%
56%
50%
43%
38%
40%
24%
42%

ACTUAL
INCOME TO
30/06/20
14,496,014
2,240,652
2,894,689
4,955,451
717,981
561,019
233,724
1,966,402
35,437,457
6,577,464
70,080,853

BUDGET
INCOME
2020
32,619,264
14,839,597
6,635,582
9,398,454
1,951,548
949,802
448,592
5,183,306
35,437,250
9,866,198
117,329,593

% INVOICED
TO 30/06/20
44%
15%
44%
53%
37%
59%
52%
38%
100%
67%
60%

Income to 30th June 2020

Section
Housing
Road Transportation & Safety
Water Services
Development Management
Environmental Services
Recreation and Amenity
Agriculture, Education, Health & Welfare
Miscellaneous
Rates
General Purpose Grant (LPT)

The above is the current position as at the 30th
June 2020.
The allocation of the Central
Management Charge is estimated in the above
figures as the allocation is not completed till mid-
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month. The full rates demand for 2020 is included
in the above figure.

Collection rates as at 30th June 2020 are as follows:
Debtors as at 30th June 2020

Government Debtors
Other Local Authorities
Rates
Rents
Loans
Development Levies
Fire Charges
Miscellaneous
TOTAL DEBTORS

Opening
Balance
7,433,972
86,132
8,931,758
3,120,601
329,693
13,162,422
670,967
1,861,317
35,596,862

Invoices
39,913,694
214,201
35,437,457
6,123,243
775,532
439,935
276,983
4,382,700
87,563,745

Above is the debtor balances as at the 30th June
2020. The Miscellaneous debtor figure includes the
Irish Water SLA recoupments, Corporate,
Community & Enterprise, LEO, Planning,
Enforcement, Environment, Sports, Vets, Arts,
Roads,
Library,
Museum
and
Finance
miscellaneous billings.
Annual Financial Statements
Because of the current Covid-19 crisis work on the
Annual Financial Statements the deadline for
submission to the Department was deferred to the
30th June 2020. The Annual Financial Statements
for 2019 are now complete and will be presented to
Council at the June meeting.
Covid-19
Currently we are monitoring the effect Covid-19 has
had on our income in 2020. We are still awaiting
clarification of the funding from central government
and will report on it when details are received.
While the CCMA have submitted two business
cases on the loss of income for the local authorities
to the Department they are still under discussion
between the Department and DPER. One report
covers the effect of the loss of rates and the other
deals with the reduction in all other incomes e.g.
pay parking. We will continue to review our
expenditure on a month to month basis and will
report to council as soon as our funding position is
clearer.
Covid-19 – Rates Waiver
The Government announced on Friday 1st of May
that commercial rates, for a 3 month period
beginning on the 27th of March 2020, for all
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Receipts
(40,710,851)
(79,704)
(11,346,594)
(6,200,362)
(782,245)
(811,355)
(156,133)
(3,840,076)
(63,927,320)

Write Offs
0
0
0
(14,120)
0
(45,381)
0
(1,171)
(60,672)

Closing
Balance
6,636,815
220,629
33,022,621
3,029,362
322,980
12,745,621
791,817
2,402,770
59,172,615

businesses that have been forced to close due to
public health requirements, will be waived. They
have stated that the exchequer will fully fund this
this initiative. The department is still considering
the implementation arrangements in relation to this
and we will notify members as soon as we have
received clarification from the department on how it
is to be managed.
In the mean time we continue to deal with our rate
customers on a case by case basis and we urge
rate payers that are experiencing difficulties at this
time to contact the rates department without delay.
Covid-19 – Business Restart Grant
The Business Restart Grant, announced by the
Government opened for applications on Friday 22nd
of May 2020 at 1pm. The Grant is a contribution
towards the cost of re-opening or keeping a
business operational, and reconnecting with
employees and customers. The grant can be used
to defray ongoing fixed costs, e.g. utilities,
insurance, refurbishment or for measures to ensure
employee and customer safety. The grant will be
the amount of a business’ rates assessment for
2019 (excluding arrears), subject to a minimum of
€2,000 and a maximum of €10,000. Applications
for the grants will be made via local authority
websites and the closing date for applications is
31st August 2020. Application form and FAQs are
available on our website. We have received 1,258
applications to the end of June 2020 and they are
currently being processed.

Budget 2021 - Local Property Tax (LPT) Public
Consultation
The budget process for 2021 begins with the
advertising of the Local Property Tax Public
Consultation on Tuesday 7th July 2020. The

deadline for submissions is Friday 21st of August
2020 and all submissions will be included in the
report to Council in September when the members
will decide on the LPT effective rate for 2021.

Water Services
Contents
Water Quality
Water Conservation
Capital Programmes
Water Major Infrastructure Projects
Waste Water Infrastructure Projects
Minor Projects

Water Networks
Rehabilitation Programme
Pressure Reducing Valve (PRV)
Lead Replacement
First Fix
Find & Fix
Metering
Water Scouring Programme
Network Maintenance
Planning & Water Connections
Major Outages

Water Services
Note – It is expected that progress of capital
schemes and delivery of some services will
experience further delays as result of
restrictions due to Covid-19.
Water Quality
Intensive monitoring of water supplies in the County
is carried out continually by the EPA on behalf of
Louth County Council.
Water Conservation
Water conservation is ongoing throughout the
County.
Capital Programmes
Irish Water refers to the different phases of a
capital project as Gates 1, 2, 3 or 4.
Gate 1 Concept Design,
Gate 2 - Detailed design, contract documents,
planning and procurement,
Gate3 - Construction stage,
Gate 4 - Snagging, sign off.
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Water Major Infrastructure Projects
Drogheda Water Main Rehabilitation
Project complete and closed Section 1 Feb 2019,
Section 2 was expected in March 2020.
 Minor snagging still to be progressed.
 Interim Payment (final) approved by IW.
 Final workshop still outstanding, update
requested from IW.
Staleen Drogheda Water Supply Scheme WTP
The 28-day testing period for Staleen finished on
the 27/05/2020, marking the start of the 1 year
Operations Service Period.
Cavanhill Dundalk Water Supply Scheme WTP
The 28 day testing phase was started on 12th June
2020, however the dates for testing period have not
been agreed with the contractor and are subject to
ongoing discussions.

Waste
Water
Projects

Major

Infrastructure

Ardee Sewage Scheme Upgrade WWTP
The Official date of Operating Period commenced
on 23rd Dec 2019. Snagging is still ongoing.
Local Network Reinforcing – Dundalk Motts
 Tender prices returned and currently being
assessed. No further update available.
 Testing of Rising main suspended, due to
water conservation order. Expect to
recommence late July.
 CPO to proceed on completion of Rising
Main test results. Subject to above.
 Expected contract signing Q1 2021.
Local Network Reinforcing – Drogheda Motts
 Model complete – findings indicate that
catchment’s not true representative & model
not correlating.
 Conclusion, Project to be reviewed
internally in IW for re-issue to market for
consultancy. Possibly to include full
Drogheda Area Plan and inclusion of North
Drogheda.
 Project on hold in current form. Subject to
review as outlined above.
North Drogheda - Atkins
Note this project in advancement of Drogheda
LNRP to address the immediate planned
development for North of Drogheda.
 Draft Feasibility Review complete.
 Detailed assessment in progress.
 Workshop 2 scheduled for Q3 2020.
Dundalk DAP (Drainage Area Plan) (Arups)
All surveys complete, modelling & verification well
advanced. Modelling is to be complete Q3 (possibly
Q4 pending) 2020 with the Coe’s Rd long term
solution (short term solution in advance). Stage 2
workshop completed remotely. IW collating data
and progressing assessment.
Dundalk East Strategic Network (Atkins)
Note this project is in advancement of DAP and is
to review the Coe’s Road RM and PS.
 Draft Feasibility Study Report completed.
o Screening of various sites for new
PS reviewed in report.
o Possible upgrades to existing PS
o New RM.
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Workshop 2 scheduled for Q3, 2020. No
date as yet.

Coe’s Road Pumping Station (Arups)
This project is in advancement of the Dundalk East
Strategic Network to accommodate the proposed
developments.
 Arups have completed the report with
options outlined for 2020 / 2021
developments and further developments.
 IW still reviewing funding for various
solutions.
St. Helena Project
This project is in advancement of the DAP and is to
review the St. Helena PS and network.
 IW currently seeking budgetary approval to
carry out various pipe assessment surveys.
 Completion of surveys will feed into Draft
SR preliminary screening of options.
Omeath Sewage Scheme WWTP
ECI Project – Employers Rep: Mace, Contractor:
Veolia,
Contractor
Consultant:
Nicholas
O’Dwyer.
 PCI cost agreed with Veolia. Currently
Veolia are progressing detailed design with
FRA.
 Outstanding site investigation currently
suspended, to be progressed by the
contractor.
 Omeath Project to accommodate the
revised storm tank sizing associated with
SWELL project. Both interlinked.
 Expected construction commencement
Q3/Q4 2020 with 1 year construction. This
project was delayed due to Covid-19
restrictions and dates may change.
SWELL
Note interlinked with Omeath WWTP Project.
Omeath network linked with Donegal Project.
 Sizing of Storm Storage complete and to be
included into Omeath WWTP Project.
 Current Milestones for SWELL
o Main Procurement, Evaluation and
Award Q3/Q4 2020.
o Commencement of Construction Q1
2021
o Complete Stage 3 Q4 2021.
Regional Sewer Network Rehabilitation.
 At survey stage (Contractor USSR), 80%
complete. Contactor return to site Tuesday

2nd June. Expected completion of surveys
was week 2 in June.
Approximately
4km
of
network,
Castlebellingham, Dundalk & Drogheda.
On completion of surveys, sewers will be
prioritised for consideration for future rehab
project.




Capital Programmes – Minor Projects
Tinure WWTP
 Venturi aerator installed Q2, 2020. No
further progress.
Clogerhead PS and Rising Main


Project on hold, FI requested, IW to make
decision regarding progress

Carlingford & Blackrock WWTP FBDA (advanced
works to accommodate additional capacity)
Carlingford
 90-95% complete
 Snagging is being progressed
 MLSS and DO’s readings to be reviewed via
different contract
 IW and LCC HSQE inspection complete.
 Training complete.
Blackrock
 75% complete
 ESB ducting to be undertaken

Water Networks
Water Networks Programme
Rehabilitation Programme
No service connection were undertaken by Irish
Water contractors in June.
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Lead replacement / Back Yard Services
No lead replaced this month.
No Backyard services replaced in June.
First Fix
3 first fix repairs were undertaken by Irish Water
contractors in June.
 Main Street, Blackrock, Dundalk
 100 Duleek Street, Drogheda
 Halftate, Knockbridge, Louth
Find & Fix
No find and fix type repairs were undertaken by
Irish Water contractors in June.
Metering
No planned reads were carried out in June. Only
queries from Irish Water and ourselves dealt with.
All DMA Meters and Loggers are currently being
serviced.
Water Scouring Programme 2020
No Scouring undertaken in June.
Network Maintenance
58 essential water repairs were carried out in June.
Planning & Water Connections
The Networks Section processed 6 new
connections, 8 Pre Connection Enquiries and 29
Planning Applications in June.
Service Maps
The Networks Section prepared 20 Service Maps in
June.

Major Outages
Planned outages by DBOs are advised by Irish
Water. Unplanned outages arising from bursts are
dealt with as they arise and continue to be notified
to the members.

ECONOMIC, ENTERPRISE, PLANNING & INFRASTRUCTURE
Contents
Economic Development
Local Enterprise Office
European Relations

Planning
Development Management
Planning Enforcement
Forward Planning

Infrastructure
Economic Development

Tourism

Louth Economic Forum

Visitor Experience

Following the last meeting of the Louth Economic
Forum which took place on the 27th May, 2020 a
list of COVID-19 grants/incentives/supports from
the various agencies were collated and are
available on:
https://www.louthcoco.ie/en/services/economicdevelopment/covid-19-grants-incentivessupports/
The next meeting of the Louth Economic Forum
will take place on Wednesday 29th July, 2020.

8 tenders have been received following the
tendering process for a Feasibility Study to
identify and recommend a ‘Visitor Experience’ for
Drogheda which closed on Friday 22nd May,
2020.

Shop Front Grants
In 2016 Louth County Council launched the
‘Shopfront Improvement Grant Scheme’ as part
of their suite of Business Incentives. Due to the
popularity of these grants the scheme is available
for 2020 and is open to receive applications.
Details of the Shopfront Improvement Grant
Scheme
are
available
on:
https://www.louthcoco.ie/en/services/economicdevelopment/business-incentive-schemes-retailprospectus/shopfront-improvement-grantscheme-application-and-guidelines.pdf or you
can request the Design Guidelines and
Application
Form
by
emailing
shopfrontgrant@louthcoco.ie.
Age Friendly Business Initiative Pilot Scheme
– Clanbrassil Street, Dundalk
Following completion of training with Age
Friendly Ireland for Age Friendly Business Status
and with businesses now reopening this training
will be rolled out to the businesses involved in the
pilot scheme in the coming months.
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The final phase of the evaluation process takes
place this week. Letters will issue in the coming
weeks with the results of the evaluation.
Boyne Valley Flavours/Boyne Valley Tourism
Promotional Campaign - #MakeABreakForIt
Boyne Valley Flavours has partnered up with
Boyne Valley Tourism to run a joint promotional
campaign for the region which will run for a 6
week period with prizes each week donated by
the members involved and include farm tours,
hotel stays, dinners, etc.
The aim of the campaign is to highlight the Boyne
Valley as a tourism and food destination,
showcase each area and the things you can see
and do, activities, food events, historical sites,
etc., keep the region to the forefront of people’s
minds as COVID-19 restrictions ease and to
highlight the businesses with ‘Book now’ as a call
to action.
The promotion will be done across Boyne Valley
Flavours and Boyne Valley Tourism social media
platforms, radio advertisement with 2FM and
iRadio and posters.
Fáilte Ireland COVID-19 Supports
Fáilte Ireland has set up a COVID-19 Business
Support Hub on their Corporate website

https://covid19.failteireland.ie/ which provides
details of a number of financial and liquidity
supports available for businesses in the tourism
sector along with operating procedures,
guidelines and the latest available updates and
expert advice for this sector.
LEO Louth
COVID-19 Business Supports

Updated information on the range of business
supports
available
can
be
found
at:
www.LocalEnterprise.ie/Response
Businesses applying for support from LEO Louth
should email: info@leo.louthcoco.ie.
Border Enterprise Development Fund
Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation,
Heather Humphreys TD announced 11
successful projects from the North East and
North West approved to share in the €17m
Border Enterprise Development Fund 2020.
19 applications were received from project
groups in the 6 border counties and following a
rigorous evaluation process 4 Louth projects
were approved with support from Louth County
Council LEO (2 in Monaghan, 2 in Donegal, 1 in
Cavan, 1 in Sligo and 1 in Leitrim).
The Border Enterprise Development Fund
provides support for collaborative, enterprise
capability building projects, to advance
entrepreneurship, productivity and innovation in
the Border Region.
The successful Louth projects are:
Louth County Council
A proposal to develop a Digital Innovation Hub
based out of the former Drogheda Youth
Development building on Narrow West Street
with
complementary
enterprise
support
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programmes. Titled Drogheda Digital Innovation
Hub (DDIH), the project is designed to encourage
high-potential future oriented tech projects
seeking to start and grow, to locate in the greater
Drogheda / North East region.
The project will provide affordable co-working
space in Drogheda town centre complemented
with tailored management and mentoring support
to facilitate their growth and export potential.
Working with the Mill Enterprise Hub, this project
is an opportunity to target ‘post-COVID’
commuters, those seeking a career change from
employee (commuter) to entrepreneur (in the
region) and the ‘Brexit opportunity’ to target UK
businesses seeking an EU home will add to the
project’s success. It is also an opportunity to
attract many technology start-ups located outside
the region due to the lack of viable property
solutions in the Border/NE/Dundalk region.
Creative Spark
The Creative Spark Downtown project seeks to
create a town centre co-working space in
Dundalk.
The aim is to create an exemplar remote working
initiative which will position Dundalk, a Regional
Growth Centre identified under Project Ireland
2040, and develop cross-border linkages to
sustain attractive urban locations from which to
drive enterprise activity in the region.
Dundalk Institute of Technology - Dundalk, NorthEast
The ATHENA STEM Project will support female
led entrepreneurship and intrapreneurship
through a Female STEM Entrepreneurship and
STEM SME Management Excellence Capability
focused programme. The project proposes to
build a critical mass of female STEM
entrepreneurs and business managers within the
3 years & engage a cohort of female role models
(entrepreneurs and senior/c-Level managers) to
act as Strategic Coaches to the programme
participants.
Louth - Meath ETB
This project involves the establishment of an
Advanced Manufacturing & Technology Training
Centre of Excellence in Dundalk, Co. Louth.

COVID-19 Business Continuity Voucher
593 applications were received for the Business
Continuity Voucher Scheme which closed on the
15th May. The voucher will help small business
owners to receive professional advice to develop
short and long term strategies to respond to the
challenges of COVID-19.

An enhanced Trading Online Voucher scheme
was launched by Minister Humphreys on the 8th
April, under which LEO can provide 90% support
up to a maximum grant of €2,500 to microenterprises.
74 applications were received
during June, bringing the total number of
applications in 2020 to 188.
Business Advice Clinics

The Voucher was available to sole traders and
companies across every business sector locally
that employ up to 50 people. It is worth up to
€2,500 in third party consultancy costs. The goal
is to help business owners make informed
decisions about what immediate measures and
actions should be taken to protect staff and
sales.

47 business advice appointments were provided
by telephone and video conference to
entrepreneurs throughout the County during
June.
LEO Louth Mentor Programme

Business Training

260 businesses participated in online business
training workshops during June. The workshops
focused on managing and responding to the
challenges of COVID-19, how to trade online,
and how to access funding and ‘COVID’ business
supports.
Upcoming Online Training for July includes:
COVID-19 Health & Safety for Restarting
Business, Creating an Online Business; Steps to
apply for Finance during COVID-19, and Retail
Excellence.

The Mentor Programme is designed to match up
the
knowledge,
skills,
insights
and
entrepreneurial
capability
of
experienced
business practitioners with small business owner
/ managers who need practical and strategic oneto-one advice and guidance.
57 businesses were appointed Mentors during
the month of June.
COVID-19
Loan

Microfinance

Ireland

Business

Further
details
are
available
at:
https://www.localenterprise.ie/Louth/TrainingEvents/Online-Bookings/
Trading Online Vouchers

The COVID-19 Business Loan from Microfinance
Ireland (MFI), in partnership with Local Enterprise
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Offices, is a Government-funded initiative to
support small businesses through the current
period of uncertainty.
It’s designed for micro-enterprises that are:
a) having difficulty accessing Bank finance and
b) impacted, or may be impacted negatively, by
COVID-19 resulting in a reduction of 15% or
more in turnover or profit. The Loan is Interest &
Repayment Free for the first 6 months.
LEO Louth offers full expert assistance to clients
to assist the completion of the Microfinance Loan
Application, Business Plan and Cashflow
Projections. 5 applications for loan finance were
submitted through LEO in June (15 in total for the
year to date).
eCommerce Cluster
A North East eCommerce Cluster managed by
the 4 NE LEOs, funded EI Competitive Funds
programme has commenced.
9 Louth
companies have been recruited to avail of the
enhanced digital consultancy support to help
build their online sales.

LEAN for Micro Programme
LEO Louth continues to offer the LEAN
Programme to small businesses locally. The
programme helps businesses to identify issues
and potential improvement areas
and
provides
support
to
implement these as well as
achieve
savings
and
improvements in capability and
capacity to deliver. Businesses
with an interest in improving
competitiveness should contact LEO Louth to
discuss how both the LEAN Programme and the
LEAN Network can be of assistance.
PLATO
The Louth group of the PLATO Management
Development programme continues with 11 local
businesses participating.

Food Academy
The next national
Food
Academy
programme
will
commence during
the summer and
applications were
encouraged during June 2020.
businesses will be participating.

The programme is aimed at supporting and
progressing portfolio clients to develop their
growth potential in the market. A key aspect of
the project is working with client businesses most
at risk from the economic impacts of COVID and
Brexit and to ensure maximum uptake of LEO
COVID and Brexit supports.

Co-Innovate Programme
Final clients on the Co-Innovate programme
continue to engage with the programme to assist
them in embedding innovation in their business.
Up to 4 Louth
European Relations

Brexit Supports

Peace IV Programme

A full range of Brexit supports to
help small business is offered by
LEO Louth, all information can
be found at:
https://www.localenterprise.ie/Lo
uth/Brexit/.

COVID – 19 Emergency
Due to the Public Health
Crisis in Ireland with the spread of the
Coronavirus, most Peace IV projects in Louth
quickly moved to online delivery to continue with
implementation.

LEO Louth Client Portfolio Review
LEO Louth’s client engagement programme
commenced in May and will run to the end of
2020.
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We are pleased to see that so many project staff
are determined to find innovative ways to deliver
their services, which are so important, particularly
during this crisis.

Many funded projects are adopting novel ways of
working to ensure the continuation of their
services.
Leading the Way – Virtual Launch to take
place in July
We have recently appointed Blu Zebra in
partnership with Louth Volunteer Centre to
deliver the Louth Leading the Way Programme.
Blu Zebra is supported by a Steering Group in
the co-design of the programme. This group
includes representatives from Blu Zebra, Louth
Volunteer Centre, Louth LEADER Partnership,
Louth Public Participation Network and Louth
County Council’s Community Section.
This
Group has chosen a number of key themes for
the Programme.
The themes to be explored in this bespoke
programme, with a focus on design thinking
include:
 Social enterprise and social innovation
 Volunteering
 Integration and inclusion
 Youth entrepreneurship – how to inspire
young people to engage in youth
enterprise
 Cross border opportunities and
 Resilience
building
and
change
management.

Infrastructure
Roads Projects
Clanbrassil Street / St. Nicholas Quarter
The contractor has completed works on the
ground. All public lighting has been replaced.
The Stage 3 Road Safety Audit is scheduled to
be carried out in July.

The programme themes reflect a number of
emerging strategies in County Louth – the Social
Enterprise Strategy, the Migrant Integration
Strategy, the Volunteer Framework, as well as
the existing Mid Louth Youth Strategy and the
Louth Local Economic and Community Plan and
the PEACE IV Plan.
The programme will comprise online workshops,
webinars, virtual and actual site visits and talks
from experts in a range of different fields as well
as inspiring materials. We envisage that this
may result in new ways of doing things as well as
opportunities for collaboration.
Clanbrassil Street: Pavement works and granite seating completed
in front of The Green Church
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The Consultants are considering the feedback
received, will undertake studies and surveys
along the route, and will carry out an appraisal of
the route options for both Schemes before
identifying an Emerging Preferred Route Corridor
for each scheme. The Emerging Preferred Route
Corridors will then go on display during another
period of non-statutory public consultation in
August subject to COVID-19 restrictions, and
further feedback will be invited and considered
before the Preferred Route Corridors are
finalised.
During the design process there will be further
opportunities to make submissions in relation to
the scheme.
New raised bed area at Carroll Village

Narrow Water Bridge CPO
Submissions accepted by Dept. of Infrastructure,
Planning NI for pre-commencement compliance.
Culvert works carried out adjacent to A2
Roundabout, Warrenpoint.
N53 - Dundalk to Castleblayney Road Phase
4. HBX to Rassan
Following on from the Public Consultation on the
emerging preferred route options, the results of
submissions have now been collated and
reviewed and the Route Option Report is
available online at www.louthcoco.ie.
Tenders for site investigation are due on the 2nd
July. A contractor is currently being appointed
for geophysical archaeological investigation.
Preliminary design is ongoing.
Subject to approval by TII it is envisaged that a
Part 8 process will commence by the end of Q3
of 2020.
N2 Ardee to Castleblayney
Collaboration with Monaghan County Council (as
Lead Authority) continues to progress the
scheme. The project has moved into the Route
Options phase. Six Route Corridor Options were
identified and these were on public display during
a period of non-statutory public consultation held
in late 2019.
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The design team continues to engage with the
public through appointments at their offices in
Monaghan.
Louth County Council proposes to make a
Variation of the Development Plan 2015 - 2021 to
facilitate the upgrade of the N2 from north of
Ardee (County Louth) to the roundabout at
Tullyvin south of Castleblayney (County
Monaghan).
N52 Ardee Bypass
A Consultant has now been appointed to carry
out this the technical review of the junctions on
the scheme as requested by TII.
The first non-statutory public consultation took
place in Ardee Community Centre on the 5th
March and following on from this and in response
to the COVID-19 restrictions Louth County
Council extended the deadline for receipt of
submissions to 21st April, 2020.
All Submissions are now being considered and
the consultant is carrying out an appraisal of the
options. A second public consultation is being
planned for August on scheme options subject to
COVID-19 restrictions.
N2 Short Term Safety Measure Edmonstown
These consist of right-turning lane and junction
visibility improvements at Edmondstown. Works
are now complete.

TII HD 15 Safety Works: Tullyallen, N51
Tullyallen - Lands have been acquired for
staggered junction at King Williams Glen.
Consultants appointed, design works are
complete and tenders received.
Tender
assessment has now taken place and a
contractor is being appointed.
A works
programme and road closures will be agreed in
the coming weeks.
TII HD17 Schemes
Feasibility Studies are currently being prepared
for priority locations, in conjunction with TII
Safety Section.
Greenway - Omeath to Newry
(Joint project with Newry, Mourne and Down District Council and
East Border Region)

and ready for tender, subject to the Departments
approval.
Site investigations are now completed.
Tenders for Archaeological excavation contract
are being assessed.
An Bord Pleanála decision to grant the SHD for
450 housing units has failed in judicial review. A
review of project cost is currently being
considered.
LIHAF Mount Avenue Improvement
The Oral hearing in to the CPO was held on the
3rd March. The CPO has been approved by ABP
on the 23rd June.
Landowner engagement is ongoing.
Atkins
Consultants are completing the detailed design
and
preparing
contract
documents.
Topographical Survey now completed.
AA
screening report has been received. Ground
Investigation is now complete. Archaeological
test trenching contract is currently being
awarded.
Park and Share / Park and Ride Pilot Scheme

A Part 8 Application for Section II (Omeath to the
border) will go on public display on the 7th July,
2020.
The planning application for section III (Border to
Victoria Lock) will be submitted in Q2 of 2020 as
the Design Consultant finalises the submission
documents. A planning decision is expected in
Q1 of 2021.
The project partners are continuing to meet on a
monthly basis to review and assess the various
aspects of the project with progress and financial
reports being submitted to the Special EU
Programmes Body (SEUPB), on a quarterly
basis. An application for additional funding for
the Greenway has been made to SEUPB, with a
decision due in Q4 of 2020.
Landowner discussions are ongoing and they are
being kept updated on the project developments.
LIHAF Access Road at Newtown, Drogheda
Engaging with Department and Developer.
Contract documents are substantially complete
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Feasibility Report is now completed. Discussions
ongoing with the NTA.
Engagement with
Landowners complete.
The Part 8 for the scheme is being brought to
Dundalk MD on the 7th July.
Site
Investigation
is
now
completed.
Archaeology Investigation contract tenders have
been received, a letter of intent has issued and a
licence has been sought for the works.
Trenching will commence by agreement with the
landowner on removal of crops.
Port Access Northern Cross Route
Land Acquisition ongoing. Fencing completed at
R132.
Application lodged under the Urban
Regeneration and Development Fund in Round 1
was not successful, appeal lodged against this
decision and was unsuccessful. Fill material
being stockpiled, for embankment use.
Existing ESB 38kv line has been diverted.
Further funding sources being sought, an
application for URDF funding Round 2 has been
lodged.

Recreation & Amenity Projects
Obelisk Bridge

judge’s chambers building by the design team
were restricted by COVID-19 procedures but are
now due to recommence.
RRDF funding
continues to be drawn down.

The Consultant is preparing documents to enable
the
various
environmental,
archeological,
conservation and structural surveys to take
place. These Surveys have been now been
completed after having been on hold due to
COVID-19 restrictions.
Preliminary Design
ongoing.
St Dominick’s Bridge, Drogheda
The Consultant is preparing documents to enable
the
various
environmental,
archeological,
conservation and structural surveys to take
place. These Surveys have been now been
completed after having been on hold due to
COVID-19 restrictions.
Preliminary Design
ongoing.

Redevelopment Fair Street Offices, Drogheda

Town & Village Renewal

Design team appointed and detailed design work
has commenced. Specialist surveys are being
carried out and some enabling works will take
place to establish the condition of the existing
Fair Street Office stone wall to establish the
works required. Preparation works on Disability
Access Certificate and Fire Certification are
commencing.
Total cost estimate €12m.
Depending
on
COVID-19
implications
Construction works are programmed to
commence Q1/Q2 of 2021.

Blackrock Footpaths

Dundalk Municipal Athletics Grass Track

Design works under way for works in 2020 and
will go to tender within the coming weeks. Works
on set back of boundaries will be completed
shortly.

Community Sports Section applied and received
funding for circa €92k for works.

Safety Improvement Works
Funding for 2020 allocation received by
Operations. Detailed design works and costing
estimates are progressing and ongoing on three
pedestrian crossings:
 Avenue Road
 Mary Street / Dublin Road, Drogheda
 Blackrock Village

Corporate Projects
Ardee Castle
A specialist tourism company has been
appointed to complete a scoping study on
proposed use of the building.
A public
consultation meeting was held on the 30th
January to help inform the scoping study. The
finding from this scoping is due by the end of
April.
Initial detailed design works are ongoing. Further
building investigations, specifically into the
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Infrastructure, using the €92k to carry out works
in terms of site investigations, topo survey and
earth works to bring the track to a level grassed
surface for use as a grass track.
Site Clearance has completed.
Tender documents are currently been prepared
for Earthworks to shape the track. A contract will
issue to eTenders in the coming weeks.
Rural Regeneration and Development Fund
Ardee 2040
Approvals from the Dept. have been issued and
brief for the appointment of consultants is

currently
being
prepared.
Contract
documentation is out to Tender (OJEU), Tenders
due at the end of July.
Urban Regeneration and Development Fund
projects
Long Walk (Dundalk) - Approvals from the Dept.
have been issued, meetings are to be held with
third party stakeholders to enable a brief for the
appointment of consultants to be prepared.
Head of terms of agreement are currently being
drafted.
West Gate Vision (Drogheda) - Brief for the
appointment of consultants is currently being
prepared. Contract documentation is out to
Tender (OJEU), Tenders due at the end of July.
Flooding General
Catchment based Flood Risk Assessment &
Management Study (CFRAM)
Dundalk and Ardee Flood Defence projects:
A letter of Intent has been issued to the
successful Tenderer and it is intended to appoint
the Design Team by the end of July subject to
the current restrictions on COVID-19.
Drogheda and Baltray Flood Defence Project:
Tender Documents are currently being
developed for this scheme.
Carlingford & Greenore Flood Defence Project:
Following on from the Drogheda & Baltray project
it is envisaged that Tender procedure for the
appointment of consultants will commence in Mid
Q3
of
2020.
Dunleer Flood Risk Management Plan
Flood Risk Management Plan final Report
completed. Louth County Council had applied for
a Minor Works funding application in February to
the OPW for works but OPW have now
confirmed that they will examine the Project with
a view to delivering the proposed Works
themselves.
Marine Projects
Coastal Erosion Study
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Funding received for Salterstown and Seabank
Coastal Erosion works.
Design works
commenced together with preparation of
applications for Environmental and Foreshore
Consents.
Issues arose in terms of AA
Screening and the requirement of a NIS.
Louth County Council have now received
planning consent under Section 177AE of the
Planning Regulations from An Bord Pleanála,
(APB) subject to compliance with a number of
Conditions. Compliance with these Conditions
will require provision of Specialist Services and
Louth County Council have now applied to OPW
for the additional funding required to provide
them.
Balmers Bog Surface Water Pipe
OPW has approved funding, €668,571, for these
works to be undertaken in advance of the
Dundalk Flood Relief Scheme.
Consultant has been appointed and has
commenced detailed design and contract
documents are near completion and it is
proposed to go to Tender subject to the wayleave
being agreed.
CIE have now confirmed that the Wayleave
Agreement has received Delegated Board
Approval and has been passed to their solicitors.
The Board of The Grammar School have also
confirmed that they have passed the Wayleave
Agreement to their solicitiors.
Annagassan Harbour
Consultation has taken place with National Parks
and Wildlife Service and the EPA due to the
proximity of Annagassan Harbour to two Natura
2000 sites (Dundalk Bat SAC and Dundalk Bay
SPA). Due to the nature of the works involved a
full EIA may be required. Estimated cost of
further investigations up to €135,000 if full EIS is
required. No funding available.
Schools Programme Projects
Replacement School for St. Ita’s and St.
Mary’s
Site acquired.
Department of Education to
submit a planning application.

Ardee E.T.N.S.
Approval to go to tender issued by Department of
Education. Expressions of interest have now
been received and a shortlist of contractors to
whom tenders will be issued is being prepared.
A contract to carry out the advanced works for
ESB & Bord Gáis, is substantially complete.
Coláiste Chú Chulainn and Park at Marshes
Lower, Dundalk
Handover to LMETB took place on the 21st
December 2018, snagging ongoing. Leveling,
stone gathering and seeding of the pitch area is
complete.
Public Lighting Energy Efficiency Project
(PLEEP)
A Section 85 Agreement between Kilkenny
County Council & Louth County Council has
been agreed.
Design and preparation of the tender documents
will commence in Q3 of 2020.
A final cost estimate for the element of works in
Co. Louth will be carried out during the design

process, and this will inform the financial loan
required by Louth County Council.
Subject to Approval of a loan for the works by the
Members and subsequent approval by the
Housing Finance Agency it is proposed to go to
tender at the end of Q4 of 2020.
Planning
Development Management
The Planning service indicators for Louth County
Council for the month of May 2020 are given
below in tabular form.
There were 62 planning applications received
during the month of May of which 55 were valid.
In addition there were 19 responses received
during the month to requests for further
information and 18 Pre-Planning Applications
received.
The service indicator figures in relation to
planning decisions and decisions on appeals
made during the month, broken down by
category, and with a total figure for all categories
(Column
F),
are
given
below:

(A)

(B)

(C)

(D)

(E)

(F)

Description

Housing
Developm
ents

Individual
Houses

Other
applications
-not
requiring
EIA

Other
applications
- requiring
EIA

Total for all
categories of
development in
County Area

5

10

0

16

5

8

0

14

0% (0)

10% (1)

0% (0)

6.25% (1)

0

0

0

0

0% (0)

0% (0)

0% (0)

0% (0)

(i)

Number of applications 1
determined

(ii) No.
of
determined
required
information

decisions
which
further 1

(iii) Percentage
applications refused
(iv) Number
of
determined

of 0% (0)

appeals

0

(v) Percentage of decisions
overturned on appeal
0% (0)
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Planning Enforcement – Unauthorised Development
The Planning indicators are given below in relation to Enforcement complaints regarding unauthorised
developments received during the month.
Description

Enforcement in relation
to unauthorised
development

Enforcement in relation
to unauthorised
development

May

Year to

May

Year to

2020

Date

2019

Date

Number of Planning Enforcement Complaints
Investigated

27

81

31

93

Number of Planning Enforcement
received which didn’t require follow up

cases

0

0

0

0

Number of cases closed/resolved through
negotiation

0

79

20

78

Number of Warning letters issued

4

41

15

51

Number of Enforcement Notices issued

0

11

3

13

0

4

1

7

Number of Injunctions

0

0

0

2

Number of Prosecutions

0

0

0

2

Number of
proceedings

cases

referred

for

legal

Planning Enforcement – Dangerous Structures
The Planning indicators listed below are in relation to Notices Issued under the Local Government (Sanitary
Services) Act, 1964 for the period April - June, 2020.
Description

Number of Dangerous Structures Files opened
Number of Section 3 (1)(a) Notices – Directing Owner to carry out work
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Enforcement in relation to
Dangerous Structures
April – June

Year to

2020

Date

6

22

4

11

Number of Section 3(2)(b) Notices – LCC carry out works
Number of Section 2 Notices – Dangerous Place
Number of cases closed
Number of cases referred for legal proceedings
Number of Prosecutions

0

0

0

0

0

8

0

5

0

0

Forward Planning

1

Review of Louth County Development Plan 2015 - 2021

2

Re-advertisement of proposed Variation No. 2 to the
Louth County Development Plan 2015 - 2021

3

Conservation Grants Schemes 2020:
Implementation of the Built Heritage Investment Scheme 2020 (BHIS)
and Historic Structures Fund (HSF) 2020

4

Engagement of Environmental Consultants for the preparation of
proposed SEA/AA of the Louth County Development Plan 2015 - 2021

5

Engagement of Consultants
for the provision of a Housing Strategy as part of
Louth County Development Plan 2015 - 2021

6

Engagement of Consultants
for the provision of a Quantitative Assessment to Inform the Retail
Strategy for the Louth County Development Plan 2021 - 2027

7

-
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Strategic Housing Developments (SHD’s):
S.247 Pre-planning meeting (No. 2) held re: SHD application
- Ardee c.255 units

Draft Plan currently being
prepared
CE Report on submissions
being prepared

9 projects recommended
by the Department for
funding:
 BHIS – 7 projects
 HSF – 2 projects
Consultants engaged –
SEA / AA being prepared

Consultants Engaged –
Strategy being developed

Progressing in-house

OPERATIONS & WASTE MANAGEMENT
Contents
Operations
Waste Management
Air, Water and Noise Pollution

Environment
Veterinary Services

Municipal District of Dundalk
Dundalk Area
General maintenance of roads, footpaths, signage,
gullies, barriers, drains, verges, etc continues.
The River Walk project has been completed
between Avenue Road and Dublin Road.
Preparations continue for the Road Resurfacing
Works in the 2020 Road Works Programme.
Road surfacing repairs have been completed on
the Coes Road, Saint Alphonsus, Fatima, Bay
Estate, Slieve Foy, Meadow Grove/Bishop Court,
Ardee Road, Glenmore, Carrickmacross Road,
Father Murray, Jocleyn Street and Mary Street
South.

Repairs continue on Traffic Lights, Bollards,
Barriers, and Signage damaged by vehicular
collisions is on-going.
Customer Services queries are replied to as
required and subsequent works carried out.
Maintenance continues on the Public Parks, also
including Hedge and Tree Pruning in the remaining
Public Areas.
Litter picking, emptying bins & street sweeping
continues on a daily basis.
Maintenance of the public foul and storm sewerage
network continues with blockages and flooding
being cleared as required.
Blackrock and Faughart Area
Works were carried out in June were mainly
connected to preparation of roads for surface
dressing. This work will continue for the next
several weeks until the actual surface dressing
operation takes place and is completed. This is
currently scheduled for mid-late July, depending on
contractor availability and weather conditions. The
roads being prepared for surface dressing are
LP3117 Sheelagh to Courtbane, LP3125 HBX to
Shortstone X, LP3113 Shortstone X to Skyhill to
Drumbilla to County Boundary, LS7103 Carnmore
to Marmion’s X, LS7100 Faughart Upper, LS7129
Dunbin Big and LS7129 Little Mills.
Illegally dumped waste was collected from various
locations for disposal, including LS7103 Carnmore,
N53 Newtownbalregan and LS7114 Killin.

Completed Riverside Walk

White line refresh and additional markings have
been carried out on the Dublin Road, Park Street,
Castletown Road and the Demense Road.
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Disposal of waste from public bins and the weekly
checking of ring buoys has also continued.

Cooley Area

Ardee Municipal District

General maintenance of roads, footpaths, car
parks, public toilets, signage, gullies, drains,
verges, etc continues.
Preparation works for surface dressing continues in
Greyacre Road, Barley Field, Deer Park,
Ravensdale and Jenkinstown.

South Louth Operations Area
Due to Covid-19 Lockdown LCC’s Roads crew
were working on Stand-by/On Call basis for
essential works, e.g., temporary repairs to road
surface hazardous pot holes.

These works include road edge restoration, pothole
patching, drainage ditch clearing, drainage and
verge clearance.
Road repairs have been completed on the R174
and in Greenore.
Street cleaning, bin collection in Carlingford,
Omeath , Greenore, Templetown Beach, Gyles
Quay, play grounds areas continues.
Additional resources have been provide to empty
bins and litter pick at the weekend to keep on top of
the additional demand due to increased number of
visitors to the area.

North Mid-Louth Area
Works were carried out in June were mainly
connected to preparation of roads for surface
dressing. This work will continue for the next few
weeks until the actual surface dressing operation
takes place and has been completed. This is
currently scheduled for early July, depending on
contractor availability and weather conditions. The
roads being prepared for surface dressing are
LP1146 Essexford to County Boundary, LP1153
Lannat X to County Boundary, LS5141 Ballykelly to
Priorstate, LS5175 Mullacrew to Bannon’s X,
LS5176 Bannon’s X to Glydefarm, LS6188
Castlebellingham
to
Seabank,
R166
Castlebellingham to Annagassan, LP2215 Mullin’s
X to Bolies, LS5183 Newtowndarver to the Five
Crossroads to Milltown.
Illegally dumped waste was collected from various
locations for disposal, including the R215 (former
N52) at Readypenny.
Disposal of waste from public bins and the weekly
checking of ring buoys has also continued.

Crews returned to work 18th May 2020 following
Covid-19 Return to Work Induction course
Roads
roads ready for surface dressing as follows:  Collon to Tullyallen Road R168
 Whitemountain Collon
 Richardstown
 Churchtown to Stormanstowm
Works included:  Patching,
 cleaning back verge to expose road edge
 opening water-cuts
 installing new drainage as required
 clearing and cleaning roadside ditches
Drainage maintenance is continuing on an ongoing
basis at various locations throughout Ardee and
Dunleer including the cleaning of road gullies,
replacing damaged covers on John Street Ardee
and Repair to broken/sunken manhole covers -New drainage system installed at Dromin in area
that was previously flooded, this new system will
prevent further flooding in the future.
Repairs to road signage and bollards ongoing
New road markings in Ardee town at the junction go
the Golflinks road with N2 and refreshing disabled
bay parking spaced in blue throughout the town.
Environment
Cleaning of mains streets in Ardee on a daily basis
Collecting the litter bins in Ardee, Dunleer
Maintaining the Bring/bottle banks to ensure all
remain clean.
Had to assist the Housing Section to remove illegal
dumping in Tower View Ardee.
Ringbouys Monitoring and maintenance on weekly
basis
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Parks
Opened Fairground Playground and Dunleer
playground on the 12th June – daily checks of
playground, & exercise equipment at both Dunleer
and the Fair Green in Ardee, in LCC Depot at
Woodlands our crew had to dig out areas for new
security system

Street, Peter Street/William Street & Cord road
were all refreshed.

Borough District of Drogheda

The crew are involved in daily emptying of Town
Litter bins, street sweeping, litter picking, removal
of illegal waste disposal –
circa 1.5 tonnes were removed (about 200 illegally
dumped bags, plus items such as beds, trolleys,
clothes, mattresses and Sofas) – Killineer,
Bessexwell’s lane & Dummy’s Lane are frequent
dumping areas.

Drogheda Town Area
Roads -- Crews returned to work 18th May 2020
following Covid-19 Return to Work Induction course
Road surface repairs at Bolton street, Scholes
Lane, brick paving repair.
Drainage maintenance is continuing on an ongoing
basis at various locations throughout the Town
including the cleaning of road gullies, replacing
damaged covers. Repair to broken manhole covers
-Gullies clearance at Patrick Street, Scarlet Street,
Church Street and John Paul court.

Environment During Covid-19 lockdown the crew
were working on shift basis until 18th May so as to
ensure social distancing. Crews returned to normal
working times.

Bring Bank maintenance and clearance of illegally
disposed waste Illegal waste dumping.
Ringbouys Monitoring and maintenance on weekly
basis
Parks During Covid-19 lockdown the crew were
working on shift basis until 18th May so as to ensure
social distancing. All crew are working full time now

Aston Village surface water system drain to
Beaulieu stream – blockage cleared and fault
identified and is being rectified. Ship street surface
water drain and tidal flooding is being investigated.

Opened Dominic’s playground and rest in area 12th
June -- checking playground, skate park & exercise
equipment,

Covid-19 & the temporary provision of Social
Distancing – Ramparts

Hanging baskets & window boxes were collected,
installed and being watered around town and along
bridges



Footpaths in town centre – one way system
with arrows’ line marking and signs were
provided to ensure social distancing in town
centre.

Repairs to road signage and bollards ongoing
Other road maintenance operations such as
maintaining and replacing road signage, traffic light
maintenance and barrier replacement was
undertaken at various locations throughout the
Town.
Road markings to regulate parking and maintain
traffic flows are continuing on an ongoing basis
throughout the Town. Works are prioritised due to
limited resources.
Traffic Calming road markings are also being
carried out throughout the Town. Sunnyside, Mary
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Flower beds and tubs emptied and planted at
Buttergate, Lourdes square, Sundays Gate and
John Paul Court.
South Louth District Area
(District of Drogheda – Rural Area)
Crews returned to work 18th May 2020 following
Covid-19 Return to Work Induction course
Road surface repair at Baltray Road, Seapoint
road,Togher, Termonfeckin road & Village,
Gaulstown road, Clogherhear road, Tullyallen, Bog
road, Tinure, Termonfeckin, Old slane road M1
underpasss and lane off it, Grangebellew, Lynch’s
Cross.

Preparing roads for surface dressing at Togher,
Clogherhead, Arden Lane - Tullallen, Baltray road
& Hacket cross
Opening of temporarily closed toilets i.e., Port
Beach, Port Oriel - Clogherhead.
Repair work to R166 south of Togher progressing
and collapsed road’s edge to be reconstructed and
finished early July 2020.

and disposal of the material is €16,232. There were
5 incidences of laundered diesel waste in June, 3
on Captains Road and 2 on Lennon’s Corner.
So far in 2020 a total of 75 IBC’s at a cost of
€93,648 approx.
Anti-dumping initiative
A mattress and bulky items amnesty is planned
under the 2020 anti-dumping initiative. Careful
planning is required to ensure compliance with
Covid 19 safety advice. No date has yet been fixed
for these amnesties.
Mywaste.ie
LCC inspectors are currently on the ground
recording bin presentation levels. This will be
followed up with a targeted information campaign to
encourage compliance with the 2019 Waste
Segregation & Presentation Bye Laws and to raise
awareness of www.mywaste.ie .

Reduced dig on R166 Togher

Installed extra Litter bins at Car parks to Port
Beach, Clogherhead beach and Seapoint.
Extra ringbouys at Clogherhead port, Port beach
and Seapoint are being prepared.
Waste Management and Environment Report
Waste Management
Waste Enforcement
There are a number of Waste Management Act
related cases going through the District Court,
Circuit Court (appeals and DPP case) and the High
Court at present.
Litter Enforcement
A total of 47 fines were issued in the month of
June. Of these fines, 5 were issued in the Dundalk
urban area, 28 in Drogheda urban area and 14 in
the remaining County wide area.
There was 1 fine issued for dog fouling in June.
There have been 841 investigations with 306 fines
issued to date in 2020.
Diesel Laundering Waste
A total of 13 IBC’s of Diesel Sludge were recovered
in June 2020. The approximate cost of clean-up
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Air / Water / Noise Pollution
There were four water pollution complaints received
during June 2020 which were investigated. Two
complaints have been closed off and two are open.
With regard to legal actions one case under Section
3 of the Local Government (Water pollution) Act
1977 as amended which was scheduled for hearing
during June 2020 has been adjourned until October
2020 and relates to a private pumping station in
Drogheda. Ten Air Pollution cases and Five Noise
Pollution complaints were received during June
2020.
Domestic Waste Water Treatment Systems
(DWWTS) grant scheme
The Department of Housing Planning and Local
Government has recently launched a revised grant
scheme for septic tank systems (DWWTS)
upgrades.
 Households identified in the course of
catchment investigations in the areas for
action in the River Basin Management Plan.



Households identified under the National
Inspection Plan.



Households with defective DWWTS in High
Status Objective Catchments (HSOCA).

Up to 85% grant is available for repairs, upgrades
or replacements up to a maximum of €5,000.
Households situated within a High Status Objective
Catchment Areas (HSOCA) can self-identify for the
grant.
In all of the above grant schemes the following
criteria apply:
 The treatment system requiring attention
must have been registered by the owner by
1st February 2013, or in the case of
treatment systems constructed or installed
after this date registration must have been
completed within 90 days of connection.


Grants will not be paid towards the normal
costs of ensuring a system is working
properly e.g. maintaining, servicing or desludging a domestic waste water treatment
system.

The three grant schemes are being administered by
local authorities on behalf of the Department of
Housing, Planning and Local Government.
RMCEI
(Recommended
Criteria
for
Environmental Inspections)
The RMCEI 2020 plan for Louth County Council
was submitted to the EPA in February 2020.
Statistical data for 2019 in relation to resources,
inspections, enforcement and prosecutions has
also been compiled and submitted to the EPA.
The Local Authority Performance Framework is
under review by the EPA with recommendations
due in 4th quarter of 2020. The RMCEI plan for
Louth will be reviewed taking into account the
current COVID-19 measures and national priorities
in the areas of water, waste, air and noise.
Bathing Waters
The bathing season officially started on the 1st June
2020. The water quality at each of the bathing
waters in Co Louth are of high quality so far this
season.

Water Framework/River Basin Management
Plans
The Local Authority waters catchment assessment
of the Big River and Castletown River are on-going.
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Details on priority areas for action (AFA) were
submitted electronically to the EPA during April for
catchment investigation as part of the third cycle of
the river basin management plan. These include
the Whiteriver which is part of the Dee Catchment
and the Raskeagh catchment which includes the
Ballymascanlon River and Flurry River. The
combined draft AFA list will be published in the
draft RBMP in December 2020. Public
Consultations on the draft RBMP will take place
from Dec 2020 - June 2021.
The Department of Housing, Planning and Local
Government has published a document outlining
the Significant Water Management Issues for the
third River Basin Management Plan for Ireland for
public consultation. Due to COVID-19 and the
restrictions people faced during the public
consultation period, an extension to the public
consultation on the Significant Water Management
Issues for Ireland. The extended consultation will
now run until Friday, 7th August 2020.
The consultation page on the Department’s website
will be updated in due course but in the meantime
the relevant documentation is still available
at https://www.housing.gov.ie/water/waterquality/water-framework-directive/publicconsultation-significant-water-management
. The purpose of this consultation phase is to
gather your views on what are considered to be the
significant water management issues for Ireland
which should be addressed in the planning process
for the next RBMP.
Climate Action
Louth County Council continues to work with the
regional CARO office on the following:
• Working with the Climate Action Regional
Office on an implementation document for
the adaptation strategy
• Prepare & pilot adaptation KPIs
• Developing a common reporting template
• Coordination with other sectors & LA’s
It is expected that the new programme for
government will lead to increased activity in the
area of Climate Action.

Veterinary Services

Control of Horses

Food Safety Authority of Ireland (FSAI)

Control of Horses Act 1996
Control of Horses Bye-Laws 2003

As of 30/06/2020, Louth County Council Veterinary
Section, under a Service Level Agreement with the
FSAI, enforces food safety standards on 16 meat
plants under its supervision in the County.

Horses impounded
June 2020

Control of Dogs

Horses seized, and
reason for seizure:

0

Control of Dogs Act 1986

Horses reclaimed by
owner

0

Horses rehomed

0

Horses disposed of

0
0

9

No of horses on hand
in Pound on
30/06/2020

5

Dog Breeding Establishments

4

Dog Breeding Establishments Act 2010

Dogs impounded
June 2020
Total dogs impounded
Strays
Surrendered by
owners
No dogs reclaimed by
owners
No of dogs rehomed direct
No of dogs rehomed to
welfare groups
No of dogs on hand in
Pound at 30/06/2020

14

1
7
2

Dog Licences
June 2020
No of Licences sold

534

Licence Checks:
House calls

237

Section 16 Notices issued
(request to produce
licence within 10 days)

64

Fixed Penalty Notices

24
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Dog Breeding Establishments
June 2020
Total no of registered DBE’s in
Louth (as at 30/06/2020)

6

Hunt

2

Boarding Kennels

2

Training Kennels

1

Welfare

1

CORPORATE AND FIRE & EMERGENCY SERVICES
Contents
Corporate Services
Sustainable Energy

The Corporate Directorate includes the central
services required to maintain and administer this
Local Authority and includes Corporate, Human
Resources
and Information Communication
Technology. Emergency Services includes all
elements of the Fire Service including Major
Emergency Management and the provision of Civil
Defence Services.

26 | P a g e

Fire & Emergency Services
Civil Defence

Corporate
During the month of June there were 9,904
customer queries – 5,237 calls, 3,968 e-mails and
663 counter queries. The public counter reopened
in County Hall, Town Hall, Drogheda and Ardee
civic offices on Monday, 29th June operating from
10.00 am to 3.00 pm with queuing mechanisms put
in place to facilitate physical distancing.
There were 4,653 valid SugarCRM cases received
during June of which 754 (17%) remain unresolved.

Corporate Services received 14 Freedom of
Information requests in June which is a total of 45
for the year. There was 1 Ombudsman request
received in June with the total received for 2020
being 5.
No Access to Information on the
Environment requests were received, the total for
the year is 1. There was 1 Data Protection request
received, a total of 7 for the year.
Significant work is currently been undertaken
preparing the draft Electoral Register which must
be published in November next. The opportunity is
been taken to ensure that all households have
Eircodes recorded to provide another layer of
address accuracy. Households are been contacted
in this regard. It is likely that there will be limited
field work undertaken due to the current pandemic
and therefore we are preparing an on-line portal to
allow qualified persons make application for
inclusion or amendment on the register.
Sustainable Energy
Better Energy Communities Grant 2018 & 2019
The Energy section is continuing to pursue the
payment of the final grants for 2018 & 2019 and is
seeking a meeting with SEAI to try and resolve the
situation.
Interreg EV Infrastructure bid for Sustainable
Transport - Electric Vehicles Rapid Chargers
The result of this application has still not been
received yet
Varcities H2020 Stage 2 Application
The “signing-up” process for inclusion in the project
has been completed and the development of the
detailed plans for the project continues. The first
meeting of the project partners will be arranged
shortly.
Sustainable Garden at Blackrock Park
Construction work has completed and the public
lighting and mobile phone charging unit are now all
operational.
The project is attracting attention in Blackrock Park
and we would hope to have a formal launch of the
project with Blackrock Tidy Towns Park Committee
and the contractor once the present crisis permits,
possibly later in the Summer.
The project involves 5 public lights and a phone
charging unit which are powered entirely by the
sustainable energy generators provided on-site – a
wind turbine and solar photo voltaic units with
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battery back-up to store the energy generated.
Thus far, this project demonstrates that these
sustainable energy generators are capable of
providing high quality lighting to the park area
which previously did not have public lighting. The
phone charging unit is also attracting high interest
locally. This project offers a potential template to
provide public lighting to areas of the county where
lighting is not provided at present without
connection to the national electricity grid.
GenComm Interreg Energy Storage Project,
Council staff attended a Webinar update on
progress on this project recently. The project is now
progressing to a stage where the pilots are clearly
demonstrating the potential for best application of
hydrogen as a form of sustainable energy.
It is clear from progress to-date in this project, that
hydrogen on its own will not provide the solution for
2050 targets on climate change, but that Hydrogen
can contribute significantly with other forms of
energy to enable the changes necessary.
In addition to developing pilot projects, the project
has also developed a Decision Support Tool for the
use of hydrogen (available on the Gencomm
Website), and a Community Forum for Hydrogen
where experts are available to answer questions on
the use of hydrogen as a sustainable energy
source.
This project was raised at the January meeting of
the Climate Action & Energy Strategic Policy
Committee and it was agreed to request the project
partners to make a presentation to that SPC at a
future meeting.
Fire and Emergency Services
Fire Service
The Covid 19 pandemic restrictions in fire service
activities continued during June with the revised
procedures put in place during May continuing to
operate. A small number of further relaxations to
the procedures were made during June.All crews
are back to a normal drill programme. A full fire
service response has been provided throughout the
Covid emergency.
The amount of fires attended by Louth Fire
Brigades reduced during June, following a very
large number of incidents during the dry spell in late
May. There were further fires in Rockmarshall
forest and Annaloughan from 5th to 9th June.The Air
Corps assisted Dundalk and Carlingford Brigades
by providing an aerial response to a large fire on

the North side of Annaloughan on 5th June. Louth
Fire
Service
is
looking
at
improving
communications with the Air Corps at future
incidents. Louth Fire Service will be meeting with
Coillte once Covid restrictions permit. The purpose
will be to review the fires from 31st May to 9th June
and the working arrangements between Louth Fire
Service and Coillte and to make any necessary
improvements that are necessary.
The Fire and Building Control Section resumed its
fire safety inspection and enforcement activity
during June. The priority for inspections and
enforcement are apartments, multiple dwellings and
creches.
The Section is continuing to deliver all Building
Control processes normally. These include Fire
Safety Certificate applications, Disabled Access
Certificate applications, Commencement Notices
and Certificates of Compliance on Completion.
Major Emergency Management
Regional Major Emergency Steering and Working
Group meetings in relation to Covid have continued
by tele-conference. The purpose has been to coordinate actions including testing, community
response and fatality arrangements. These
meetings have included personnel from the three
Principal Response Agencies, the County Councils,
HSE and AGS.In view of the diminishing Covid
threat, the frequency of these meetings has
reduced.
Civil Defence
Normal Civil Defence activities are scaled back.The
Civil Defence Officer is on the Community Support
Response Forum. This provides Covid-related
taskings for Civil Defence and other agencies.Civil
Defence volunteers provided a Covid response
during June. 31 taskings related to Covid 19 were
completed, including:
 Transport of test samples from DKIT to
Naas
 First aid & admin assistance to the IBTS
 Transport of patients to and from hospital
appointments
Four other activities were completed, these were;
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Drone assistance to the fire service in
Rockmarshall and Annaloughan on 1st June,
2nd June and 5th June.
Attendance at Dundalk Garda station for
Gda Colm Horkan

Water Safety
Beach Lifeguard presence commenced on June 6th
last on our three blue flag beaches. All lifeguards
have been COVID trained with regard to
appropriate mitigations. Work continues with Water
Safety Ireland in assessing risks identified and
lifebuoy inspections continue on a regular
scheduled basis.

HOUSING, COMMUNITIES AND QUALITY OF LIFE
Contents
Housing
Communities

Quality of Life
Libraries
Archives
Museum
Heritage
Arts

Housing

numbers in the NORTH EAST REGION between
22nd June – 28th June 2020 .

Pillar 1 Addressing Homelessness

Ardee MD

Dundalk MD

Drogheda BD

Total

As the Responsible Housing Authority for the North
East Region, Louth County Council continues to
manage this area and achieve the goals set out in
the North East Homelessness Action Plan, 201317. The work done within Louth can be
summarised as follows:

01

104

91

196

Offered advice, support
(including fast tracking H.A.
for
Rent
Supplement
eligibility)
Placed
in
Temporary
Emergency
Accommodation
Refused
Offer
of
Temporary
Emergency
Accommodation

01

87

75

163

00

04

07

11

Not eligible from outside
county or non HRC

00

06

06

12

Presentations of
June 2020

Number of Person who
presented as Homeless

00

03

07

10

The tables below reflect monthly returns submitted
to the Department with regard to Homeless
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This anonymous and aggregated return of all
individuals accessing emergency accommodation
is returned to the Department of Housing on a
monthly basis.
Table 1: Gender
Gender

Total

Male

76

Female

43

Total

119

Table 2: Age Groups
Age Group

Total

18-24

18

25-44

65

45-64

24

65+

12

Total

119

Table 3: Accommodation Type
Accommodation Type

Total

Private Emergency
Accommodation (PEA)

32

Supported Temporary
Accommodation (STA)
Temporary Emergency
Accommodation (low
support)(TEA)
Unique Total (note, clients may
have accessed multiple
accommodation types during the
week)
Minus people accessing multiple
accommodation types during the
week
Total unique individuals

52

Total

5

10
adults
5
couples
10

13

13

Housing First
Louth

0
Number of
tenancies
established
Number of
individuals
currently in
tenancy

0

Monaghan

Cavan Total

8

1

2

11

8

1

2

11

119
Covid 19
Homeless Services

County

Total

County Louth

100

County Monaghan

03

County Cavan

16

Total

119

As a direct response to the risk of communal
spread of the Covid-19 virus amongst vulnerable
individuals in Homeless Hostels, the Council has
opened up a number of void properties and
temporarily decanted individuals and families from
hostel accommodation into in these Units.
This has allowed these persons to live in a more
isolated environment thereby decreasing the risk of
infection. Contracted service providers have
continued to provide meals and high level support
to these clients.

No.
of
Individual
Adults

No.
of
Dependents

No.
of
families
with
dependent
children

Table 5 - Families with dependent children
breakdown
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4

35

Table 4: County

Individuals
with
dependent
children
Total

Couples with
dependent
children

11

15

17

11

15

17

The Hostels and family Hub continue to operate
with reduced capacity, which reflects government
guidelines in respect of social and physical
distancing.
Isolation units have been made available for
homeless persons with suspected/confirmed cases
of Covid-19 and protocols have been drawn up to
address such cases.

The full range of Homeless Services continue to be
provided remotely and the office is available to
staff, on request, in exceptional cases.

New tenants are moving into these new homes
over the coming weeks.

Inspections of Private Emergency
Accommodation
Since December 2017 the Homeless Office have
carried out random and unannounced inspections
on all B&BS, Hotels and Hostels providing Private
Emergency Accommodation on behalf of Louth
County Council. This will continue on a monthly
basis subject to Covid 19 Restrictions.
Housing Assistance Payment
The total number of applications in HAP is 3215
Ardee
Municipal
District

Dundalk
Municipal
District

Drogheda
Borough
District

347

1699

1169

Total
3215

Pillar 2 Accelerate Social Housing
Over the period 2018 to 2021, a target has been
set for the provision of 1074 units with an annual
target of 520 units in 2019. These targets will
include matters such as Part V provision,
Acquisitions, Mortgage to Rents, Long Term
Leases, Repair and Lease and Buy & Renew
Acquisitions. The 2019 - 2020 delivery pipeline
progress is detailed at the end of the Housing
report.
Social Housing Scheme
Dunleer
Louth County Council welcomed the completion of
80 new social homes in Dunleer in June 2020. The
homes were delivered under the Rebuilding Ireland
Action Plan and comprise a mix of 2, 3, & 4
bedroomed A-Rated properties.
The homes were completed during the COVID-19
pandemic as the site was designated an ‘essential
site’.
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Ravel, Dunleer, Co Louth

Green Gates Manor, Dundalk
Under the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan Louth
County Council have acquired 44 new social
homes under a Turnkey arrangement at Green
Gates Manor, Haynestown, Dundalk.
The homes were completed during the COVID-19
pandemic as the site was designated an ‘essential
site’. New tenants are due to move into these new
homes over the coming weeks.

Green Gates Manor , Haynestown, Dundalk

Allocations Voluntary

Refusals –
Social

Refusals –
Voluntary

Ardee MD

42

1

0

0

Dundalk MD

18

46

03

16

13

46

0

6

Numbers
Allocated

AllocationsSocial

Housing Allocations as at
30th June 2020

There are a total of 239 applicants on the list for
transfer (Non-HAP) within Social Housing
including 19 applications from the Approved
Housing Bodies
Rent Management
The number of tenants who pay rent by Household
Budget is now 996
Current Rents
Arrears as at 29th
February 2020
Rents between 4-6
weeks old
Rents between 7-12
weeks old
Rents greater than 12
weeks old

Drogheda BD

Total
Allocations

73

105

3

22

TOTAL
Transfers Approved within Social Housing at
30th June 2020
Year
2020

Ardee
0

Dundalk
4

628

855

1169

856

€3054,980.00

Total

Location
Mullavalley, Louth Village

€3,268,634.00

Acrerage
8.82

Kilkerley

3.80

Ballymakenny

16.53

1855

Point Road
Total

Dundalk
MD

1699

Drogheda
BD

Ardee
MD

Month
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347

€134,851.00

The Council continue to maintain land banks in the
following locations, which can be developed if an
appropriate project and funding is forthcoming.

Transfer List from HAP

June

200

Build More Homes

Drogheda
3

Drogheda
MD

Dundalk
MD

Month

Ardee MD

372

€78,803.00

1264

Value

Pillar 3

Housing List (excluding HAP Transfers)

May

Number
of
Account
208

3215

Various Individual Sites

5.2
0

Pillar 4

level of maintenance and works activity to existing
stock.

Improve the Rented Sector

No. of properties inspected
May 2020
No. of advisory notes issued to
landlord
No. of improvement notices
issued
No. of prohibition notices
issued
No. of Rent Book Notices
issued
Inspections ( HAP )

N Last
MMonth
27

Total
274

32

200

3

8

1

1

0

0

15

181

Improvement Notices ( HAP)

2

7

Private Inspections Compliance

0

4

HAP Compliance

0

8

RAS Compliance

0

0

12

52

Re Inspections Hap Compliance

0

10

Re Inspections RAS

0

0

Re Inspections RAS Compliance

0

0

AHB Inspection

0

3

Re Inspections HAP

Pillar 5
Utilise Existing Housing
Vacant Home Initiatives 2019/2020
The maintenance sections within Housing remain
fully operational during the public health
emergency. The following table summarises the
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Maintenance
No. of Maintenance
Requests Received
No. of Maintenance
Completed

Total
(YTD)

This month

2453

413

1741

336

Vacant Properties
Currently 34 No. social units have been used s
temporary accommodation for isolation or
additional homeless need during Covid 19 and are
not included in the table below.

Vacant Properties

Total

Ardee Municipal District

05

Dundalk
Municipal
District
Drogheda
Municipal
Borough District
Total Re Lets

46
17

Vacant Properties CPO
Units not yet ready for
occupation (all county)
Total No. of CPO
Properties (Relets &
CPO’s)

68

16
84

Grant Assistance to the Elderly and Disabled
The private grant process is continuing with some
changes to procedure to reflect social distancing
guidelines.
The following grants are available:



Housing Adaption Grants - Priority 1, which
will assist those who need whole time care in
the home

Tenancy
Investigations
(call outs)

22

33

55



Housing for Older People – Priority 1 to works
that will preserve the integrity of the dwelling

Tenancy
Investigations
(remotely)

27

58

85



Mobility Aids Grants - Priority 1, which will
assist those who need whole time, care in the
home. LCC are awaiting notification of 2020
Funding Allocation



Interim funding of 65% of previous years
allocation to allow Local Authority to continue
works in this area.

The grant allocation for 2020 has not yet been
notified to us due to a lack of Government.
Private House Grants

Anti-Social Behavior

ASB
CASES
ASB
ONGOING
ASB
COMPLETED

HOP

HAG

MAG

Total

New
Applications
Received
2020
Total No. of
grant apps.

37

35

15

87

217

250

30

497
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11

10

TOTAL

07

02

17

26

01

05

09

15

08

07

26

41

AMD

DMD

Total

ASB
Verbal
Warning

00

01

02

03

ASB
Written
Warning

00

00

01

01

.

Tenancy
Training

DMD

DBD

Estate Management
Dundalk
MD

AMD

TOTAL ASB

Status

Drogheda
MD &
Ardee MD

DBD

Total

21

Delivery Stream
SHIP CONSTRUCTION
SHIP CONSTRUCTION RAPID
REGENERATION
CAS CONSTRUCTION
SHIP CONSTRUCTION SINGLE STAGE
SHIP CONSTRUCTION TURNKEY
SHIP Competitive Dialogue
CAS CONSTRUCTION TURNKEY & CAS
SINGLE STAGE
PPP
AHB CALF Construction
AHB CALF Turnkey
CALF Part V
LA Part V
CAS Part V

Rebuilding Ireland Projected Delivery 2018-2021
2018
0
0
0
1
23
0
0

2019
0
0
0
0
26
0
0

2020
0
0
0
21
19
150
0

2021
17
0
22
53
16
0

Total
17
0
22
75
68
166
0

0

0

0

12

12

0
10
119
14
4
0

0
15
188
115
0
0

80
2
56
4
8
0

0
0
353
28
2
0

80
27
716
161
14
0

Definitions
AHB = Approved Housing Body
CAS = Capital Assistance Scheme which provides 100% funding to AHBs to build or acquire units for
disabled or homeless applicants with a non- repayment mortgage in favour of the Housing Authority to
ensure that the Housing Authority has both nomination rights and security over the asset created by public
funds.
CALF = Capital Advance Loan Fund which provides Department funding for up to 30% funding to AHBs to
provide units for general use on the basis that they enter into a Payment and Availability agreement with the
Housing Authority who will provide all the tenant nominations.
CPO = Compulsory Purchase Scheme allows the local authority to land or property without the consent of
the owner by means of a compulsory purchase order (CPO). This is being used to acquire vacant or derelict
houses which are being returned to use as social housing units.
IPS = Incremental Purchase Scheme
Voids = new addition to the report requested by Department of Housing, Planning & Local Government.
SHCEP = Social Housing Current Expenditure Programme SHCEP supports the delivery of social housing
by providing financial support to local authorities and Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs) for the long term
leasing of houses and apartments from private owners and developers.
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Project Name

20 De la Salle Crescent,
Ardee A92FV38
Reaghastown, Ardee
A92VX36

1

Louth County Council

Sale Agreed

Projected
Substantial
Completion
Date
2020

1

Louth County Council

Sale Agreed

2020

Ballinard, Kilkerley A92V594

1

Louth County Council

Sale Agreed

2020

8 Cul na Raithe, Dundalk
A92K8KR

1

Louth County Council

Sale Agreed

2020

151 Castleross, Dundalk
A91D6C0
174 Moneymore, Drogheda
A92RP8E

1

Louth County Council

Sale Agreed

2020

1

Louth County Council

Sale Agreed

2020

178 Moneymore, Drogheda
A92EH59
4 Railway Cottages,
Jenkinstown A91FX58
128 Newfield, Drogheda
A92EC52
22 Edenhill, The Loakers,
Blackrock, A91W3KT
44 Woodbury Gardens,
Dundalk
36 Windmill Road,
Drogheda, Co. Louth
18 The Park, Riverbank,
Drogheda
13 Ard Na Tuire, Dromiskin,
Co. Louth
96 Cedarfield, Drogheda, Co.
Louth
41 Rockfield Manor,
Dundalk, Co. Louth
55 Bellingham Green,
Castlebellingham A91NR58
CPO All bundles 2019 - Q3
Delivery
CPO All bundles 2019 - Q4
Delivery

1

Louth County Council

Conveyancing 2020

1

Louth County Council

Conveyancing 2020

1

Louth County Council

Conveyancing 2020

1

Louth County Council

Conveyancing 2020

1

Housing Agency

Conveyancing 2020

1

Acquistion

Conveyancing 2020

1

RAS

Conveyancing 2020

1

LTL

Conveyancing 2020

1

LTL

Conveyancing 2020

1

Acquistion

Conveyancing 2020
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Project Total
Approved Housing
Phase Units
Body / Louth County
Expected Council

1

Project Status

Conveyancing 2020

3/4

6

Louth County Council

Onsite

30/09/2019

4/4

7

Louth County Council

Onsite

31/12/2019

Dowdallshill, Dundalk, Co.
Louth
Harbour Grove, Dundalk, Co.
Louth
Oriel Heights, Collon, Co
Louth
Tullybrook
The Kitchen Garden,
Demesne Road, Dundalk
The Kitchen Garden,
Demesne Road, Dundalk
The Kitchen Garden,
Demesne Road, Dundalk
The Kitchen Garden,
Demesne Road, Dundalk
The Kitchen Garden,
Demesne Road, Dundalk
1-5 Brabazon Hall,
Termonfeckin
Tierney Street, Ardee

1/1

13

1/1

8

1/1

13

1/1
1/5

4
27

North & East Housing
Association Ltd
North & East Housing
Association Ltd
North & East Housing
Association Ltd
Cluid Housing
Cluid Housing

2/5

38

Cluid Housing

3/5

21

Cluid Housing

4/5

5

Cluid Housing

5/5

39

Cluid Housing

1/1

3

Louth County Council

1/1

7

36 Strand Hill, Clogherhead

1/1

4

CPO All bundles 2020
Delivery Q1
Bishops Court, Dundalk, Co
Louth
Knockshee Close, Blackrock,
Co Louth

1/4

5

1/1

2

1/1

Clonmore Close, Ardee, Co
Louth
Clonmore Close, Ardee, Co
Louth
Clonmore Close, Ardee, Co
Louth
Clonmore Close, Ardee, Co
Louth
Rathmullen Road, Drogheda,
Co. Louth (Tuath)
Ravel Ardee Road, Dunleer
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Onsite

30/06/2020

Onsite

30/06/2020

Funding
approved
Onsite
Funding
Approved
Funding
Approved
Funding
Approved
Funding
Approved
Funding
Approved
Onsite

31/03/2021

Oaklee Housing Trust

Stage 3
Approved

01/02/2020

St. John of God
Housing Association
Ltd
Louth County Council

Stage 1
Approved

31/03/2020

Onsite

31/03/2020

10/08/2020
01/12/2020
01/07/2020
01/10/2021
01/02/2022
01/08/2022
31/01/2020

Onsite

30/06/2020

3

Túath Housing
Association Ltd
Cluid Housing

Completed

20/05/2020

1/4

12

Cluid Housing

Proposal

04/12/2020

2/4

15

Cluid Housing

Proposal

31/03/2021

3/4

15

Cluid Housing

Proposal

30/04/2021

4/4

13

Cluid Housing

Proposal

30/09/2021

7/7

12

Onsite

30/06/2020

1/1

80

Túath Housing
Association Ltd
Oaklee Housing Trust

Completed

17/06/2020

St. John's Home, Peter's Hill,
Drogheda, Co. Louth
CPO All bundles 2020
Delivery Q2
Lismullen Grove, Dundalk,
Co Louth
Cathedral View, Dundalk, Co
Louth
Cathedral View, Dundalk, Co
Louth
Cathedral View, Dundalk, Co
Louth
Lismullen Grove, Dundalk,
Co Louth
Barrack Street, Dundalk

Stage 1
Approved
Onsite

30/06/2020

5

North & East Housing
Association Ltd
Louth County Council

1/3

6

Tuath

Onsite

30/06/2020

1/7

7

Tuath

31/03/2021

2/7

9

Tuath

3/7

4

Tuath

2/3

7

Tuath

Funding
Approved
Funding
Approved
Funding
Approved
Onsite

1/1

27

1/1

1

Cathedral View, Dundalk, Co
Louth
Castletown Road Dundalk 6
units

4/7

6

1/1

6

Louth County Council

4/4

5
12

Louth County Council

Stage 2
Approved
Stage 3
Approved
Funding
Approved
Funding
Approved
Single Stage
Agreed
Onsite

01/11/2020

5 Slieveroe Cresent, Dundalk

Simon Community :
Dundalk Simon
Cluid Housing
Association
Tuath

31/12/2020
31/12/2020

3/4

1

Louth County Council

Onsite

31/12/2020

4/4

9

Louth County Council

Onsite

31/12/2020

2/4

22

Túath Housing
Association Ltd

Onsite

31/08/2021

1/2

12

Cluid Housing

31/03/2021

1/1
3/3

17
8

Louth County Council
Tuath

Funding
Approved
Onsite
Onsite

1/1

1

5/5

49

St. John of God
Housing Association
Ltd
Louth County Council

Bridgegate Ardee
CPO All bundles 2019 - Q4
Delivery
CPO All bundles 2020
Delivery Q3
CPO All bundles 2020
Delivery Q4
Racecourse Meadows,
Dundalk, Co. Louth
Harbour View, Coulter Place,
Dundalk
Father Finn Park (Phase 2)
Lismullen Grove, Dundalk,
Co Louth
Four Winds, Mullacapple,
Collon
Gort Bui, Ballymakenny
Road, Drogheda
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1/1

4

2/4

30/06/2020

30/06/2021
30/10/2021
31/03/2021

30/11/2020
14/12/2021
31/12/2020

27/02/2021
28/02/2021

Stage 2
Approved

31/03/2021

Onsite

16/04/2021

Racecourse Meadows,
Dundalk, Co. Louth
Racecourse Meadows,
Dundalk, Co. Louth
Racecourse Meadows,
Dundalk, Co. Louth

3/4

6

4/4

7

1/4

45

Túath Housing
Association Ltd
Túath Housing
Association Ltd
Clanmil

Harbour View, Coulter Place,
Dundalk
Cathedral View, Dundalk, Co
Louth
Cathedral View, Dundalk, Co
Louth
Cathedral View, Dundalk, Co
Louth
Cox's Demesne Phase 2B

2/2

12

Cluid Housing

5/7

5

Tuath

6/7

6

Tuath

7/7

16

Tuath

1/1

22

Louth County Council

Cathedral View, Dundalk, Co
Louth
Moneymore, Drogheda - Infill

7/7

12

Tuath

1/1

1

Louth County Council

Gort Uaine, Clogherhead Infill

1/1

1

Louth County Council

School Lane, Dunleer - Infill

1/1

1

Louth County Council

Rathmullen Park, Drogheda Infill

1/1

4

Louth County Council

Boice Court (Phase 2 - 4)

1/1

68

Louth County Council

Mount Avenue, Dundalk

1/1

93

Louth County Council

Muirhevnamor, Dundalk
Phase 1
Wadman Park, Haynestown,
Dundalk
Greengates

1/1

18

Louth County Council

03Mar
1/1

62
44
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Onsite

31/12/2021

Onsite

31/12/2021

Funding
Approved

31/03/2021

Funding
Approved
Funding
Approved
Funding
Approved
Funding
Approved
Onsite

31/03/2021

30/09/2021

Louth County Council

Funding
Approved
Funding
Approved
Single Stage
Funding
Approved
Single Stage
Funding
Approved
Single Stage
Funding
Approved
Single Stage
Stage 1
Approved
Stage 1
Approved
Stage 1
Approved
Onsite

Louth County Council

Completed

26/06/2020

30/06/2021
30/07/2021
31/08/2021
19/11/2021

12/06/2022

12/06/2022

12/06/2022

12/09/2022

20/10/2022
06/10/2022
31/12/2022
25/09/2020

Communities and Sport
Louth Community Call
1800 805 817
The Forum under the chairmanship of Joan Martin
met via Zoom on 24/6/2020. Members were
apprised of ongoing Call centre status and the
delivery of actions around Phase 2 of the local
response.

On July 1st the call centre received its 850th
request for assistance since commencement at the
end of March. Whilst the number of calls has
reduced considerably over the past number of
weeks there are enduring requests for assistance
from persons seeking transport to medical
appointments both inside and outside the county.
The call centre, in line with national requirements,
continues to operate on a seven days per week
basis and with revised hours of 9AM to 5PM.
Lourdes Stadium Reopened
Covid-19 specific measures have been put in place
to facilitate the reopening of the Lourdes Stadium
and all adult member athletic clubs have resumed
activities at the facility. Youth activities will resume
shortly, when permitted under national guidance.
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SIDO (Sports Inclusion Disability Officer) –
Physical Activity Packs
Louth Sports Partnership has developed new
‘Physical Activity Packs’ that have been distributed
to all Care Homes for adults with disabilities and to
nursing homes in the County, This initiative was
carried out in conjunction with local stakeholders
including; St John of Gods, REHAB Care, Venegas
and every Nursing Home in Louth.

A series of fun family activation videos has been
developed for family members to get fit and have
fun together during the national emergency.
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Recently, Louth County Council paid out funding to
4 beneficiaries under the LEADER Programme:Promoter
Louth Leader Partnership
ref 109440 (phase 3, final
payment)
St. Fechins GFC ref
105667 (phase 4 payment)

Amount
€2,364.00
€65,039.62

Louth Leader Partnership
ref 110392 (phase 2, final
payment)

€16,574.55

Roche Emmets GFC ref
109559 (phase 1 payment)

€18,376.76

TOTAL

€102,354.93

PPN

A series of home workouts have also been
developed to give people the opportunity to set
achievable goals and become physically active.
Louth Sports Unit have being providing a wide
variety of toolkits and advice from government,
CARA and Sport Ireland on how to remain active
during covid-19 national emergency.
Links to All Activities can be found on the Council
Website under Wellbeing during COVID-19 and
Sports
Activities.
https://www.louthcoco.ie/en/wellbeing-during-covid19/sports-activities/
LEADER Programme
The Local Action Group (LAG), at its meeting on
15th June, approved funding support in the amount
of €51,142.85 for four LEADER projects. Locations
of the projects approved for support include
Dunleer, Drogheda and Dromiskin.
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On the 10th June, the Louth PPN Secretariat held
their fourth Secretariat Meeting of 2020 via Zoom
and meetings have now changed from bi-monthly
to monthly. As requested by the Department, a
revised Action Plan has been submitted to the
Department outlining PPN activities for the
remainder of 2020 to include COVID-19 supportive
measures as well as core PPN activities including
further development of online meeting capabilities
for service providers, scheduled PPN meetings to
be held, online training and capacity building,
preparation of a PPN wellbeing statement and
further development of Linkage Groups.
On Thursday 25th June, Louth Public Participation
Network (PPN) launched their ‘COVID-19 Support
Pack’ initiative outside County Hall. Cathaoirleach
Dolores Minogue was there to show her support
and launch the initiative along with members of the
PPN secretariat. This initiative is focused on
assisting local PPN Groups as they begin to reopen their premises over the coming weeks
following a very difficult few months. Each ‘Support
Pack’ contains disinfectant, hand-sanitiser, PPN
branded reusable and disposable face-masks,
gloves and information posters. The Secretariat
have nominated a total of 22 groups as part of
Phase 1 of this initiative. To date, 16 packs have
been distributed with the remainder to be collected
in early July. All packs were gratefully received by
PPN Members.

and village in the county. Competition entrants are
invited to submit their applications online, or by post
or in person to the Customer Services Offices.
Closing date for receipt of entries is Friday 14th
August.
The categories in the competition include: Best
Gardens, Best Housing Estates and Biodiversity,
Hospitality and Business Premises. Prizes will be
awarded for each of the three district areas of
Ardee, Drogheda and Dundalk. There will also be
an overall county winner in each category. Full
details are available at www.louthcoco.ie or by
contacting the Community Office on 042 9322918.
The PPN Zoom account has proven very beneficial
to groups. Since 10th June, 5 groups have availed
of the account scheduling a total of 12 meetings so
far. One group who has a lot of members currently
cocooning, said it means the world to them to be
able to meet virtually and see their friends again
after so long. The PPN will continue to assist these
groups in scheduling their upcoming meetings.
The PPN Communications sub-group are meeting
on a weekly basis to re-design a new PPN website
to make it more user-friendly and attractive to our
members and those looking to join the website. It
will feature new images, links and content and it is
hoped to launch the new website in the coming
months.

National Spring Clean
National Spring Clean encourages people from all
walks of life to take pride in their local community
and to take action against litter. This year’s initiative
commenced on Monday 8th June and a number of
groups throughout the county have been equipped
to carry out their clean ups locally, with Operations
assisting by picking up the bags. The overall aim of
the initiative is to promote awareness of litter and
waste creation.

Thumbs up for Stabannon spring clean

Outdoor Recreation Scheme

Louth in Bloom 2020
Louth in Bloom is a new competition for 2020 and
was recently launched by Cathaoirleach, Councillor
Dolores Minogue. The competition aims to honour
the work being carried out during these difficult
times that enhance the environment of every town
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The Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme
provides funding for the development of new
outdoor recreational infrastructure. It also provides
support
for
the
necessary
maintenance,
enhancement or promotion of existing outdoor
recreational infrastructure in rural areas across
Ireland.

Applications are currently being accepted from
under the following measures:






Measure
1
small-scale
maintenance/promotional and marketing
projects to include grant aid amounts of up
to €20,000
Measure 2 - medium-scale repair/upgrade
and new trail/amenity development grant
amounts of up to €200,000
Measure 3 - large-scale repair/upgrade and
new strategic trail development grant
amounts of over €200,000 and up to
€500,000

arrange to collect lending material from the library
at a pre specified time.
Wellbeing During Covid-19
The library service continues to support the
wellbeing of the community through the compilation
and promotion of digital resources and through the
delivery of books to the vulnerable via the
housebound service.
Health and safety directives are enforced at all
stages during the planning and delivery of
incrementally enhanced services linked to the
government roadmap and local resources.

Application forms are available from the Community
Section who can be contacted on 042 9324281.
Closing date for receipt of expressions of interest is
Friday 7th August 2020.
CEP 2020
The
Community
Enhancement
Programme
provides capital grants to community groups with
the aim of enhancing facilities in disadvantaged
areas. There are no significant changes relative to
the 2019 programme. Capital expenditure on
adaptations or equipment needed as a result of
COVID19 may be eligible, depending on the work
being completed.
In general, the Department
requests that LCDCs ring fence 30% of its funding
for grants of €1,000 or less. This is guidance only,
and the LCDC can adjust this depending on the
needs in its area. Louth received an allocation of
€64,790.00

Dundalk Library staff waiting for the first ‘browse by
appointment’ visitors

Louth Library Service
Browse by appointment
In line with Phase 2 of the Government’s Roadmap
for Reopening Society and Business. Louth Library
service is operating a cautious, controlled and
gradual re-opening of non virtual library services as
guided by DOH and HSE. Dundalk, Drogheda and
Ardee Libraries are operating a Browse and Select
service. This allows the public the opportunity to
select material during a short visit.
The Contact and Collect service continues in the
part time branches of Dunleer and Carlingford. This
is an appointment based system where members
can contact the library by phone or email and
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Customers happy to be back borrowing in
Drogheda Library

Summer Stars 2020

online kite making workshop from the wonderful Go
Fly Your Kite. 70 kite kits collect from library
branches to children of all ages. The children were
delighted to be able to follow the workshop online
and then test them out in the sunshine!

Summer Stars is the public library national summer
reading programme for children running from mid
June until the end of August. All children throughout
the country are invited to join the adventure and to
enjoy the fun and pleasure of reading and writing
over the summer. Summer Stars is non-competitive
and every child who reads even one book is
regarded as having completed the programme –
and it’s all completely free!
This year's programme will be a little different than
previous years as it will take place largely online.
Louth Library Service is hosting lots of fun online
activities for all of our participants. Children can still
borrow physical books from their local branch by
availing of the Browse by Appointment service
(currently available in Dundalk & Drogheda
libraries) or the Contact and Collect service
(currently available in Ardee, Dunleer & Carlingford
libraries) and there is a great range of titles
available to borrow via the BorrowBox app.

Louth County Archives



Online Storytime-Summer Stars storytime
will be delivered by library staff and Irish
authors including chapter-a-day readings
from books
 Summer Stars is also celebrating children’s
imaginations by running a short story
competition, An Unexpected Adventure.
 There is a dedicated Summer Stars section
on Borrowbox which will have a range of
children’s e-books and e-audio books with
individual collections for 0-4, 5-8, 9-12 and
13+
 Other resources include an online quiz and
colourful printable materials
Further details about registration and updates on all
of the online activities can be found at
https://www.louthcoco.ie/en/services/library/summe
r-stars-2020/
Cruinniú na nÓg took place on Saturday 13th
June with a full online programme. Louth Library
Service were delighted to be part of it and held an
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National Retention Policy Records Management
Working Group
Work is continuing with the revision of the retention
policy via email and conference phone-calls. The
Co Archivist assisted with finalising the first draft
revision for Transport & Infrastructure and for
Environmental Services from March – June and
these retention schedules are now at the validation
stage. Water is also at the validation stage. Work is
commencing on the draft revisions both for
Community and for Corporate. To date, Health &
Safety, Planning & Development, Housing,
Procurement, Finance and HR have been
completed, approved and issued out to local
authorities.

Records Management
Work with staff in Water and Planning continues on
the preparation of records both for destruction and
for transfer to the Records Centre.

diary or photograph will be placed on the web-page
during July 2020.
St Patrick’s Cemetery Project
This is a joint project with the Old Dundalk Society
and DKIT’s Department of Computing Science and
Mathematics to develop a grave locator App and
website for the cemetery. Work on the transcription
of the burial records is continuing to proceed with
volunteers working at home on transcription with
Book 5 now near completion. There are six books
in total for the cemetery.

Arts
Cruinniú na nÓg 2020 on 13th June saw Louth
County Archives taking part with a project called
‘Archives into Art’ where young artists chose an
archival document to use for their creative
inspiration. See our FACEBOOK page for further
details.

Drogheda Classical Music
Supported by Louth County Council, Drogheda
Classical Music brought a live performance from St
Peter’s Drogheda. Rescheduled from March, and
recorded live ‘Behind Closed Doors’ – Finghin
Collins performed Piano Quintets of Beethoven and
Mozart.

100th Anniversary of the 1920 Local Elections
The Local Government Archivists and Records
Managers (LGARM) group are currently preparing
a joint booklet to mark the commemoration of these
important elections.
General Election 2020
Louth Co Archives is still collecting General
Election 2020 leaflets or flyers relating to Co Louth
for its Elections archive collection. Anyone still with
leaflets should leave them in their local council
office marked for the attention of Louth Co
Archives.
Wellbeing During Covid-19 Initiatives
Louth County Archives has invited the people of
Louth to keep a daily diary of their experiences
during the COVID-19 pandemic in a project called
Our Louth Diary Project. These diaries will be held
permanently in the County Archives, for future
generations to understand what life is like for us
during this unprecedented period. Alternatively,
people may take a photograph or record a short
sound recording of their local area. Archives record
the memories and stories of communities
throughout history and Louth County Archives aims
to preserve these stories and make them available
for research. Instructions on how to deposit your
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Supported by Louth County Council, An Chúirt
Chruitireachta 2020 – the annual International Harp
festival in Termonfeckin and Drogheda took place
online this year including recitals workshops, and
showcasing rising Harp stars.

Louth Contemporary Music Society have produced
a new recording ‘Irish Landscape with Rain’. It was
written by Cuban Composer Leo Brouwer for Guitar
Quartet. It is Brouwer’s first Irish commission and
this is the world premiere recording of the work. All
four guitars were played by Alec O’Leary.
Unfortunately the recital due to take place in
Dundalk did not happen in June, but the recording
can be listened to in the Spotify link below:
https://open.spotify.com/track/0Lssgs4qEAqTXZq9
u8UrYg?si=-sBIsLesSUeOxowSp-rKMQ

Cyanopsia by Sean McGuill

Highlanes Gallery in July continues to promote the
shortlisted works in the ‘Open Submission
Exhibition’ on a daily basis via their facebook page.
https://m.facebook.com/HighlanesDrogheda/
Droichead Arts Centre
Music Generation Louth
Young musicians and singers in Louth will be able
to attend the Summer Voices 2020 and Sounds
Like Summer music programmes online this year.
More details on http://musicgenerationlouth.ie/
All the Arts venues in Louth continue to programme
online, alongside preparing for re-opening on
various dates in July. Some will have limited ‘live’
activity at first with just exhibitions and residency
programmes taking place. Keep up to date with
their developing programmes on their various social
media platforms. Further details of online events in
both Louth and elsewhere are on the ‘What’s On’
section
of
CreateLouth
Facebook
page.
http://www.createlouth.ie/whatson/
An Táin Arts Centre
An online virtual visual arts exhibition in An Táin
Arts Centre: How We Live Now is taking place. An
online launch and artists talk was already held at
the end of June, but the exhibition is still available
for viewing online until 17th July, where the artists
share their work through short, share screen
presentations exploring these strange days. To
view
virtual
exhibition
click
here
https://antain.ticketsolve.com/shows/873614747
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Drogheda Youth Theatre commences their junior
and senior online summer drama programme on
4th July, and their online summer camp on the 6th
July. These will include improvisation, design,
writing,
games
and
script
work.
https://www.droichead.com/whats-on.html
Wellbeing During Covid-19
This section of Louth County Council website
continues to promote wellbeing activities, as part of
the national initiative - In This Together. Please
help share this important information by re-tweeting
or directing people to the website.
https://www.louthcoco.ie/en/wellbeing-duringcovid-19/.

Creative Ireland
Cruinniú na nÓg 2020, the national day of creativity
for children and young people took place online on
Saturday 13th June via the Creative Ireland Louth
Facebook Page, as well as on other local social
media platforms, with support coverage on RTE TV
during the day. The format in Louth was a TV
Programme and featured a dramatization of
children’s views on Covid-19, a short film on
Millmount from young Louth filmmakers, music
performances on the theme of ‘Ceilí in the Kitchen’,
a kite-making workshop, a short film ‘Selkie’ using
story of how this mythical creature came to be in
Clogherhead, an art workshop that will become a
community jigsaw and a life drawing workshop, as
well as art activities promoting our archives in
Louth.
Enjoy a clip of ‘Selkie’ produced by Droichead Arts
Centre for Louth Cruinniú na nÓg.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xakJG6DlCbY

Dundalk Museum
Since the introduction of the lockdown the Museum
has concentrated its activities on the development
and uploading of content on the Museum’s
Facebook page
In the case of the Facebook page we have
uploaded a regular feature on items from the
museum collection as well as pieces from past
exhibitions, most notably When an Engineer
imagines and On the Trail of the Arctic Fox.
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We have also developed a short feature on the
museum highlighting not only the collection and
galleries but also the building and courtyard itself.
In addition to these we have developed a regular
quiz feature. All of these developments have been
well received over the past number of months and
more are planned.
As mentioned in last month’s report we are also
collecting items which might be associated with the
current crisis and the subsequent response.
Examples include brochures, posters, photographs
etc.

We’re also preparing the Museum for re-opening.
This will entail the introduction of new signage, a
planned routeway around the galleries as well as
other measures around the building. We expect to
be open in early July.

Heritage
The Heritage Office successfully applied to the
Department of Culture, Heritage and the and the
Gaeltacht for a grant from the National Biodiversity
Action Plan fund. Together with the Heritage Office
budget this is being used to support a project of the
Louth Nature Trust. An ecologist and a team of
volunteers are providing a round-the-clock
wardening service at Baltray strand. They ensure
that the internationally important colony of little
terns can breed without interference from predators
and walkers. This breeding colony is a wonderful
experience in July and is well worth a visit.
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