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1st Adjourned Special Planning Meeting to consider the Chief Executive’s Report on submissions made 
on the Draft County Development Plan of Louth County Council – 20th  April 2021 

 
Minutes of the resumed Special Meeting of Louth County Council held via MS Teams, hosted from the 
Chamber, Co. Hall, Dundalk on Tuesday 20th April 2021 at 5.35 p.m. 
 
In attendance: (P) Present in Chamber.  (R ) Remote Attendance 
 
Presiding:   

Councillor Dolores Minogue, Cathaoirleach (P) 

 

Members: As per attendance log 

Councillors: Marianne Butler, Paula Butterly, James Byrne, Joanna Byrne, Emma Coffey, Edel Corrigan, 

Maria Doyle, Michelle Hall, Seán Kelly, Fiachra MacRaghnaill, Pearse McGeough, Andrea McKevitt, Kevin 

Meenan, Declan Power, John Reilly, Liam Reilly,  Tomás Sharkey, John Sheridan, Pio Smith, Jim Tenanty, 

Eileen Tully, Antoin Watters, Maeve Yore  

All Councillors attended remotely 

 

Apologies:  As per attendance log 

Councillors: Kevin Callan, Hugh Conlon, Tom Cunningham, Conor Keelan, Paddy McQuillan  

 

Officials:   

Chief Executive: Joan Martin, Chief Executive (P) 

Directors of Service: Frank Pentony (P), Joe McGuinness (R),  

Meetings Administrator:  Gráinne Tuomey (P) 

Senior Planner: Joanna Kelly (P) 

Senior Executive Planner:  Turlough King (P) 

Senior Executive Planner:  Marguerite Quinn (R) 

Assistant Planner:  Ciara Doran (R) 

Senior Staff Officer:  Clare O’Hagan (R) 

 

The Cathaoirleach Dolores Minogue welcomed Members back to the Special Council Meeting to 

consider the Chief Executive’s Report on the submissions made on the Draft County Development Plan. 

She then requested the Meeting’s Administrator go through the protocols for meetings and carry out a 

roll call. 

 

Gráinne Tuomey, Meeting Administrator outlined the procedures for remote meeting participation, in 

line with the Council’s adopted Standing Orders and reminded Members on their Statutory Obligations 

concerning Ethical Framework, Disclosure at Meetings, Disclosure in Advance of Meetings and the Code 

of Conduct for Councillors. 
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Members were reminded of the need to have a quorum of 9 Members present at all times and an 

attendance roll call was held. 

The Cathaoirleach then called on the Chief Executive to speak. 

 

The Chief Executive referred to the deferred recommendation from the 12th April and advised Members 

that her recommendation remains as in the report and that there were no legal mechanism for us to 

take account of guidelines which issued the draft report had been adopted by Members.   Members 

were advised that the OPR was an important submission and that the advice given is correct. 

  

It was clarified for Members that the OPR may make recommendation(s) to the Minister and the 

Minister may subsequently issue a Directive to the Planning Authority. 

 

Following some discussion a roll call vote was held as follows: 

CE Recommendation no. 1 

CE REPORT PAGE 11  RECOMMENDATION NO. 1 of OPR 

To accept CE Recommendation of No Change to the Draft Plan on foot of submission by the OPR 

 

  For Against Abstain Absent 

BUTLER, Marianne   X     

BUTTERLY, Paula X       

BYRNE, James X       

BYRNE, Joanna X       

CALLAN, Kevin       X 

COFFEY, Emma       X 

CONLON, Hugh       X 

CORRIGAN, Edel X       

CUNNINGHAM, Tom X       

DOYLE, Maria X       

HALL, Michelle X       

KEELAN, Conor       X 

KELLY, Sean X       

MacRAGHNAILL, Fiachra X       

McGEOUGH, Pearse       X 

McKEVITT, Andrea X       

McQUILLAN, Paddy       x 

MEENAN, Kevin x       

MINOGUE, Dolores X       

POWER, Declan X       

REILLY, John X       

REILLY, Liam X       

SHARKEY, Tomás X       
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SHERIDAN, John X       

SMITH, Pio X       

TENANTY, Jim X       

TULLY, Eileen       X 

WATTERS, Antoin X       

YORE, Maeve X       

Totals 21 1   7 

 

And the recommendation was adopted. 

 

Members were then referred to the next recommendation.  

 

CE Recommendation no. 2 

 

CE REPORT PAGE 11  RECOMMENDATION NO. 2 of OPR 
To accept CE Recommendation To amend the projected population growth for Ardee and Dunleer to 
29% of the 2016 population for each settlement 

 

Members queried the decision to reduce the proposed draft population growth in Ardee and Dunleer 

from 33.6% and 51.6% respectively, to 29% in each.  Reference was made to the Chief Executive 

Response on Page 11 of the report which set out the criteria for the initial figures and a number of 

Councillors expressed support to retain the projected growth figures in the draft plan. 

 

The Chief Executive advised that while she had set out the criteria for the figures in the draft plan, 

ultimately she was recommending change in support of the reduced figure of 29% in line with the 

requirements of NPO9 of the National Planning Framework.  The challenge of the expansion of 

Drogheda and Dundalk and the gap with Ardee was noted. 

 

Members were requested to vote to accept the Chief Executive Recommendation.  A Roll Call Vote was 

held as follows: 

 

  For Against Abstain Absent 

BUTLER, Marianne X       

BUTTERLY, Paula   X     

BYRNE, James   X     

BYRNE, Joanna   X     

CALLAN, Kevin       X 

COFFEY, Emma   X     

CONLON, Hugh       X 

CORRIGAN, Edel   X     

CUNNINGHAM, Tom   X     
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DOYLE, Maria   X     

HALL, Michelle   X     

KEELAN, Conor       X 

KELLY, Sean   X     

MacRAGHNAILL, 
Fiachra 

  X     

McGEOUGH, Pearse       X 

McKEVITT, Andrea   X     

McQUILLAN, Paddy       X 

MEENAN, Kevin   X     

MINOGUE, Dolores   X     

POWER, Declan   X     

REILLY, John   X     

REILLY, Liam   X     

SHARKEY, Tomás   X     

SHERIDAN, John   X     

SMITH, Pio   X     

TENANTY, Jim   X     

TULLY, Eileen       X 

WATTERS, Antoin   X     

YORE, Maeve   X     

Totals 1 22   6 

 

And the CE’s recommendation was rejected. 

 

CE Recommendation no. 3 

 

CE REPORT PAGE 12-13  (OBSERVATION NO. 1 of OPR Submission) 

To accept CE Recommendation to make no change to the Draft Plan, on foot of submission by OPR 
 

  For Against Abstain Absent 

BUTLER, Marianne X       

BUTTERLY, Paula X       

BYRNE, James X       

BYRNE, Joanna X       

CALLAN, Kevin       X 

COFFEY, Emma X       

CONLON, Hugh       X 

CORRIGAN, Edel X       

CUNNINGHAM, Tom X       

DOYLE, Maria X       
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HALL, Michelle X       

KEELAN, Conor       X 

KELLY, Sean X       

MacRAGHNAILL, 
Fiachra 

X       

McGEOUGH, Pearse       X 

McKEVITT, Andrea X       

McQUILLAN, Paddy       X 

MEENAN, Kevin X       

MINOGUE, Dolores X       

POWER, Declan X       

REILLY, John X       

REILLY, Liam X       

SHARKEY, Tomás       X 

SHERIDAN, John X       

SMITH, Pio X       

TENANTY, Jim X       

TULLY, Eileen       X 

WATTERS, Antoin X       

YORE, Maeve X       

Totals 22 0   7 

 

And the recommendation was agreed. 

 

CE Recommendation no. 4 

 

On request, Joanna Kelly, Senior Planner clarified the differences between Drogheda and Dundalk for 

members around the quantum of lands proposed. 

 

Members were requested to vote to accept the Chief Executive Recommendation.  A Roll Call Vote was 

held as follows: 

 

CE REPORT PAGE 13 - RECOMMENDATION NO. 3 of OPR Submission 
CE Recommendation: Insertion of additional text (Section 2.6.6) and table (2.14), in relation to 
Recommendation 3 of OPR Submission regarding Compact Growth 

 

  For Against Abstain Absent 

BUTLER, Marianne X       

BUTTERLY, Paula X       

BYRNE, James X       

BYRNE, Joanna       X 
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CALLAN, Kevin       X 

COFFEY, Emma X       

CONLON, Hugh       X 

CORRIGAN, Edel X       

CUNNINGHAM, Tom X       

DOYLE, Maria X       

HALL, Michelle X       

KEELAN, Conor       X 

KELLY, Sean X       

MacRAGHNAILL, 
Fiachra 

X       

McGEOUGH, Pearse       X 

McKEVITT, Andrea X       

McQUILLAN, Paddy       X 

MEENAN, Kevin X       

MINOGUE, Dolores X       

POWER, Declan X       

REILLY, John X       

REILLY, Liam       X 

SHARKEY, Tomás X       

SHERIDAN, John X       

SMITH, Pio X       

TENANTY, Jim X       

TULLY, Eileen       X 

WATTERS, Antoin X       

YORE, Maeve X       

Totals 21 0   8 

 

And the Chief Executive recommendation was agreed 

 

CE Recommendation no. 5 

 

CE REPORT PAGE 14 - RECOMMENDATION NO. 4 of OPR Submission 
To accept the CE recommendation on the OPR recommendation 4, To introduce Phasing 
Arrangements for the release of residential lands in the RGCs and Ardee and Dunleeer 

 

Members queried the amount of extant planning permissions in existence and Cllr. Butler requested a 

location map of all extant permissions.   Strategic Housing Developments and their possible impact on 

services and the phasing of the plan were discussed. 

 

As it was coming up to 7 pm a comfort break was called until 7.10 pm 
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On resumption Members were advised that all extant permissions were examined as part of the initial 

plan; there was no one document that included all permissions but a map could be compiled and 

provided; the purpose of phasing was to bring some certainty and to adhere to National Guidelines on 

development within towns.  The SHD process was a 5 year permission which was fast tracked as per 

Rebuilding Ireland. It was agreed that a review of all existing Phase 1 extant permissions could be 

reviewed at 2 year Development Plan review. 

 

Members queried if presentation of a map would change the principle of the recommendation and they 

were advised it would not. 

 

Cllr Doyle proposed we vote on the recommendation and Cllr. Butterly seconded this. A Roll Call Vote 

was held as follows: 

 

  For Against Abstain Absent 

BUTLER, Marianne X       

BUTTERLY, Paula X       

BYRNE, James       X 

BYRNE, Joanna       X 

CALLAN, Kevin       X 

COFFEY, Emma X       

CONLON, Hugh       X 

CORRIGAN, Edel X       

CUNNINGHAM, Tom X       

DOYLE, Maria X       

HALL, Michelle       X 

KEELAN, Conor       X 

KELLY, Sean X       

MacRAGHNAILL, 
Fiachra 

X       

McGEOUGH, Pearse X       

McKEVITT, Andrea X       

McQUILLAN, Paddy       X 

MEENAN, Kevin X       

MINOGUE, Dolores X       

POWER, Declan X       

REILLY, John X       

REILLY, Liam       X 

SHARKEY, Tomás X       

SHERIDAN, John X       

SMITH, Pio X       
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TENANTY, Jim X       

TULLY, Eileen       X 

WATTERS, Antoin X       

YORE, Maeve X       

Totals 20 0   9 

 

And the recommendation was agreed. 

 

 

 

CE Recommendation no. 6 

 

CE REPORT PAGE 17 - OBSERVATION NO. 2 of OPR Submission 
To accept the CE recommendation on the OPR Observation 2, To amend wording in Table 13.3 so it 
aligns with Table 3.2  

 

 

  For Against Abstain Absent 

BUTLER, Marianne X       

BUTTERLY, Paula X       

BYRNE, James       X 

BYRNE, Joanna       X 

CALLAN, Kevin       X 

COFFEY, Emma X       

CONLON, Hugh       X 

CORRIGAN, Edel X       

CUNNINGHAM, Tom X       

DOYLE, Maria X       

HALL, Michelle       X 

KEELAN, Conor       X 

KELLY, Sean X       

MacRAGHNAILL, 
Fiachra 

X       

McGEOUGH, Pearse X       

McKEVITT, Andrea X       

McQUILLAN, Paddy       X 

MEENAN, Kevin X       

MINOGUE, Dolores X       

POWER, Declan X       

REILLY, John X       

REILLY, Liam X       
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SHARKEY, Tomás X       

SHERIDAN, John X       

SMITH, Pio X       

TENANTY, Jim X       

TULLY, Eileen       X 

WATTERS, Antoin X       

YORE, Maeve X       

Totals 21 0   8 

 

And the recommendation was agreed. 

 

CE Recommendation no. 7 

 

CE REPORT PAGE 20 - RECOMMENDATION NO. 5 of OPR Submission 

SUBJECT / MOTION To accept the CE recommendation on the OPR Recommendation 5.  

i. Introduce phasing of residential lands in Dundalk.  
ii. Change the land use zoning of the lands subject to Spot Objective 3 in Dundalk from A2 ‘New 
Residential’ to I1 ‘Tourism and Leisure’ and remove the Spot Objective. 
iii. Introduce phasing for the residential lands in Dunleer. See the proposed phasing arrangements on 
the proposed amended zoning map for Dunleer which can be viewed in Appendix 6 of CE Report 

 

Following discussion regarding item (ii) and the change of land use agreed in the Draft Plan as adopted 

by members and now recommended to remove the Spot Objective, Members requested that 

Recommendation no. 7 be split up into three sections and that a vote be held on all three items. 

This was proposed by Cllr. Butler and seconded by Cllr. Coffey 

 

Roll call votes were held as follows: 

 

CE REPORT PAGE 20 - RECOMMENDATION NO. 5 of OPR Submission 
 To accept the CE recommendation on the OPR Recommendation 5.  

(i) Introduce phasing of residential lands in Dundalk.  
   

  For Against Abstain Absent 

BUTLER, Marianne X       

BUTTERLY, Paula X       

BYRNE, James       X 

BYRNE, Joanna       X 

CALLAN, Kevin       X 

COFFEY, Emma X       

CONLON, Hugh       X 

CORRIGAN, Edel X       

CUNNINGHAM, Tom X       
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DOYLE, Maria X       

HALL, Michelle       X 

KEELAN, Conor       X 

KELLY, Sean X       

MacRAGHNAILL, 
Fiachra 

X       

McGEOUGH, Pearse X       

McKEVITT, Andrea X       

McQUILLAN, Paddy       X 

MEENAN, Kevin X       

MINOGUE, Dolores X       

POWER, Declan X       

REILLY, John X       

REILLY, Liam X       

SHARKEY, Tomás X       

SHERIDAN, John X       

SMITH, Pio X       

TENANTY, Jim X       

TULLY, Eileen X       

WATTERS, Antoin X       

YORE, Maeve X       

Totals 22 0   7 

 

And the recommendation was agreed. 

 

CE REPORT PAGE 20 - RECOMMENDATION NO. 5 of OPR Submission 

SUBJECT / MOTION To accept the CE recommendation on the OPR Recommendation 5.  
ii. Change the land use zoning of the lands subject to Spot Objective 3 in Dundalk from A2 ‘New 
Residential’ to I1 ‘Tourism and Leisure’ and remove the Spot Objective. 

 

  For Against Abstain Absent 

BUTLER, Marianne X       

BUTTERLY, Paula X       

BYRNE, James       X 

BYRNE, Joanna       X 

CALLAN, Kevin       X 

COFFEY, Emma   X     

CONLON, Hugh       X 

CORRIGAN, Edel X       

CUNNINGHAM, Tom X       

DOYLE, Maria     X   
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HALL, Michelle       X 

KEELAN, Conor       X 

KELLY, Sean   X     

MacRAGHNAILL, 
Fiachra 

X       

McGEOUGH, Pearse X       

McKEVITT, Andrea   X     

McQUILLAN, Paddy       X 

MEENAN, Kevin X       

MINOGUE, Dolores X       

POWER, Declan X       

REILLY, John   X     

REILLY, Liam   X     

SHARKEY, Tomás X       

SHERIDAN, John   X     

SMITH, Pio X       

TENANTY, Jim X       

TULLY, Eileen X       

WATTERS, Antoin X       

YORE, Maeve   X     

Totals 14 7 1 7 

 

And the recommendation was agreed. 

 

CE REPORT PAGE 20 - RECOMMENDATION NO. 5 of OPR Submission 

To accept the CE recommendation on the OPR Recommendation 5.  
iii. Introduce phasing for the residential lands in Dunleer. See the proposed phasing arrangements on 
the proposed amended zoning map for Dunleer which can be viewed in Appendix 6 of CE Report 

 

  For Against Abstain Absent 

BUTLER, Marianne X       

BUTTERLY, Paula X       

BYRNE, James       X 

BYRNE, Joanna       X 

CALLAN, Kevin       X 

COFFEY, Emma X       

CONLON, Hugh       X 

CORRIGAN, Edel X       

CUNNINGHAM, Tom X       

DOYLE, Maria X       

HALL, Michelle       X 
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KEELAN, Conor       X 

KELLY, Sean X       

MacRAGHNAILL, 
Fiachra 

X       

McGEOUGH, Pearse X       

McKEVITT, Andrea X       

McQUILLAN, Paddy       X 

MEENAN, Kevin X       

MINOGUE, Dolores X       

POWER, Declan X       

REILLY, John X       

REILLY, Liam X       

SHARKEY, Tomás X       

SHERIDAN, John X       

SMITH, Pio X       

TENANTY, Jim X       

TULLY, Eileen X       

WATTERS, Antoin X       

YORE, Maeve X       

Totals 22 0 0 7 

 

And the recommendation was agreed. 

 

CE Recommendation no. 8 

 

CE REPORT PAGE 23 - RECOMMENDATION NO. 6 of OPR Submission 

SUBJECT / MOTION To accept the CE recommendation on the OPR Recommendation 6.  
To update the IALUE as follows: i. Provide additional narrative in the IALUE setting out how the lands 
were identified as Tier 1 or Tier 2 

ii.          Expand the number of sites to be assessed in Drogheda, Dundalk, Ardee, and Dunleer  
iii) Remove the ‘General Employment’ zoning for Site 5 in Collon and update the zoning map 
accordingly  

 

Members were presented with a map of Site 5 in Collon and advised of the location of the site. 

 

A roll call vote was held as follows: 

  For Against Abstain Absent 

BUTLER, Marianne X       

BUTTERLY, Paula X       

BYRNE, James       X 

BYRNE, Joanna       X 
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CALLAN, Kevin       X 

COFFEY, Emma X       

CONLON, Hugh       X 

CORRIGAN, Edel X       

CUNNINGHAM, Tom X       

DOYLE, Maria X       

HALL, Michelle       X 

KEELAN, Conor       X 

KELLY, Sean X       

MacRAGHNAILL, 
Fiachra 

X       

McGEOUGH, Pearse X       

McKEVITT, Andrea X       

McQUILLAN, Paddy       X 

MEENAN, Kevin X       

MINOGUE, Dolores X       

POWER, Declan X       

REILLY, John X       

REILLY, Liam X       

SHARKEY, Tomás X       

SHERIDAN, John X       

SMITH, Pio X       

TENANTY, Jim X       

TULLY, Eileen X       

WATTERS, Antoin X       

YORE, Maeve X       

Totals 22 0 0 7 

 

And the recommendation was agreed. 

 

CE Recommendation no. 9  

 

CE REPORT PAGE 24 - OBSERVATION NO. 3 of OPR Submission 

SUBJECT / MOTION To accept the CE recommendation on the OPR Observation 3.  
Insertion of new policy objective CSXX  in to the core strategy in relation to Observation 3 of OPR 
Submission regarding Active Land Management 

 

A roll call vote was held as follows: 

 

  For Against Abstain Absent 

BUTLER, Marianne X       
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BUTTERLY, Paula X       

BYRNE, James       X 

BYRNE, Joanna       X 

CALLAN, Kevin       X 

COFFEY, Emma X       

CONLON, Hugh       X 

CORRIGAN, Edel X       

CUNNINGHAM, Tom X       

DOYLE, Maria X       

HALL, Michelle       X 

KEELAN, Conor       X 

KELLY, Sean X       

MacRAGHNAILL, 
Fiachra 

X       

McGEOUGH, Pearse X       

McKEVITT, Andrea X       

McQUILLAN, Paddy       X 

MEENAN, Kevin X       

MINOGUE, Dolores X       

POWER, Declan X       

REILLY, John X       

REILLY, Liam X       

SHARKEY, Tomás X       

SHERIDAN, John X       

SMITH, Pio X       

TENANTY, Jim X       

TULLY, Eileen X       

WATTERS, Antoin X       

YORE, Maeve X       

Totals 22 0 0 7 

 

And recommendation was agreed. 

 

CE Recommendation no. 10 

 

CE REPORT PAGE 25 - OBSERVATION NO. 4 of OPR Submission 

SUBJECT / MOTION To accept the CE recommendation on the OPR Observation 4.  
To make no change to the Draft Plan, on foot of submission by the OPR, in relation to Observation  4 
regarding a rationale for the allocation of population and housing growth. 

 

A roll call vote was held as follows: 
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  For Against Abstain Absent 

BUTLER, Marianne   X     

BUTTERLY, Paula   X     

BYRNE, James       X 

BYRNE, Joanna   X     

CALLAN, Kevin       X 

COFFEY, Emma X       

CONLON, Hugh       X 

CORRIGAN, Edel   X     

CUNNINGHAM, Tom   X     

DOYLE, Maria   X     

HALL, Michelle X       

KEELAN, Conor       X 

KELLY, Sean   X     

MacRAGHNAILL, 
Fiachra 

X       

McGEOUGH, Pearse   X     

McKEVITT, Andrea   X     

McQUILLAN, Paddy       X 

MEENAN, Kevin   X     

MINOGUE, Dolores   X     

POWER, Declan   X     

REILLY, John   X     

REILLY, Liam   X     

SHARKEY, Tomás   X     

SHERIDAN, John   X     

SMITH, Pio   X     

TENANTY, Jim   X     

TULLY, Eileen   X     

WATTERS, Antoin   X     

YORE, Maeve   X     

Totals 3 21 0 5 

 

And the recommendation did not pass.   

 

The Chief Executive asked Members if they understood that they had just voted to reduce the number 

of one off houses in the Countryside by 871 as her recommendation was to have no change to the Draft 

Plan which had proposed 871 units.  A lively discussion took place and some members advised they did 

not understand that is what they were voting for. 

 



Page | 16 
 

Cllr Butler queried if it was in Standing Orders that we could change a vote when taken, asked for 

evidence, and requested that NPO20 be read out. 

 

Senior Planner Joanna Kelly read out NPO20, and Cathaoirleach Dolores Minogue advised it was in 

standing orders* (SO 14 iv refers - Where the Chair considers that the outcome of a vote was unclear or 

not properly understood he or she shall be entitled to take a second or subsequent vote) 

 

Cllr. Watters Proposed Members voted again on this item and Cllr. McGeough Seconded this. 

 

Another roll call vote was held as follows: 

 

  For Against Abstain Absent 

BUTLER, Marianne   X     

BUTTERLY, Paula X       

BYRNE, James       X 

BYRNE, Joanna X       

CALLAN, Kevin       X 

COFFEY, Emma X       

CONLON, Hugh       X 

CORRIGAN, Edel X       

CUNNINGHAM, Tom X       

DOYLE, Maria   X     

HALL, Michelle X       

KEELAN, Conor       X 

KELLY, Sean X       

MacRAGHNAILL, 
Fiachra 

X       

McGEOUGH, Pearse X       

McKEVITT, Andrea X       

McQUILLAN, Paddy       X 

MEENAN, Kevin       X 

MINOGUE, Dolores X       

POWER, Declan X       

REILLY, John X       

REILLY, Liam X       

SHARKEY, Tomás X       

SHERIDAN, John X       

SMITH, Pio X       

TENANTY, Jim X       

TULLY, Eileen X       

WATTERS, Antoin X       
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YORE, Maeve X       

Totals 21 2 0 6 

 

And the recommendation was now agreed. 

 

As it was 8.35pm and the meeting had been scheduled for 3 hours, Cllr. Doyle recommended that the 

meeting is adjourned until 5.30pm on Thursday 22nd April 2021 , and Cllr. Kelly seconded the motion. 

 

Meeting adjourned 

 

 

 

 

 


