DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING OF DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, DUNDALK ON TUESDAY 28th JANUARY 2014

Attendance

	Cathaoirleach, Councillor E O’Boyle, presided.

	Councillors: M Bellew, S Bellew, M Butler, M Dearey, M Doyle, J Green, 
			C Keelan, K Meenan, O Morgan, J Ryan, H Todd

	Officials:  	P. Poole, County Manager
			F. Pentony, Director of Services and Town Clerk
			D. Storey, Senior Executive Officer,
			C. Duff, Town Engineer
			U.  Conlon, Executive Planner
			P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer
	

The Meeting commenced with Prayers at 7pm


01/14		LAMA AWARDS

		An Cathaoirleach advised the members of the awarding by LAMA of the Best 		Smart Energy Award to DTC in respect of the Regeneration Scheme Project in 		Coxes Demesne.  Congratulations were extended to all involved in the 			scheme. Congratulations were also extend to Louth County Council on 			winning the overall Best Local Authority Award and also to Blackrock Tidy 			Towns for the Best Public Park and to the Louth Economic Forum on the Best 		Economic Partnership/Unit
_________________________________________________________________________

02/14		VOTE OF SYMPTHY 

		A vote of sympathy was recorded in respect of Mr. Padraig Herr Snr, Father of 
the former member of DTC Mr. Olan Herr.
_________________________________________________________________________

03/14		PLANNING AND RELATED MATTERS

13/132	Edwin DeRoover				Permission for part change of use of
								storage building at Lockingtons Yard, 
Dundalk Port, Quay Street, Dundalk

		The Members were advised that this was an incomplete application.



13/133	Laura McCullins				Retention of the first floor and full 
Planning permission for the alterations and all associated site works at Unit 19 North Link Park, Dundalk

		There was no comment from the Members of this application

13/134	Black & White Construction		Retention of the construction of a cafe 
in the existing showroom and all associated site works at Coe’s Road, Dundalk

		The Members were advised that this was an incomplete application.

13/135	Gerard & Alice Hoey			Permission for alterations, extension 
and change of use of existing disused Community Hall / School to a dwellinghouse St Brigid’s Hall, Point Road, Dundalk

		There was no comment from the Members of this application.

13/136	Kate Caraher					Permission for new signage at 49 
Park Street, Dundalk

		There was no comment from the Members of this application.

13/137	Black & White Construction		Retention of the construction of a cafe 
in the existing showroom and all associated site works at Coe’s Road, Dundalk

		There was no comment from the Members of this application.

13/138	Owen & Bernadette McEnteggart		Permission for new open porch / 
canopy, changes to front elevation and all associated site works at 14 Bishops Court, The Ramparts, Dundalk

		There was no comment from the Members of this application.

13/139	Townparks Services Ltd			Planning Permission for additional
								signage and all associated site works 
at Castletown Road, Dundalk

		There was no comment from the Members of this application.


13/140	Sisters of St Louis				Permission to erect an external stairs 
to the rear of existing dwelling and to modify an existing first floor window in order to create a new door opening for access to the proposed external stairs and all associated site works at Castletown, Dundalk

		There was no comment from the Members of this application.

13/141	Marshes Shopping Centre Ltd		Permission for development and all 
associated site works at Marshes Avenue, Marshes Lower, Dundalk

		There was no comment from the Members of this application.

13/142	Edwin deRoever				Permission for change of use of part 
of existing storage building to ‘waste recovery facility’ and all associated site works at Lockington’s Yard, Dundalk Port, Quay Street, Dundalk

		The Members were advised that this was an incomplete application.
_________________________________________________________________________

04/14		PLANNING PROGRESS REPORT

		The Planning progress report would be circulated at a later date.


05/14		CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES

On the proposition of Councillor M Bellew and seconded by Councillor O Morgan the Members agreed to adopt the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the 10th  December 2013 and the Minutes of the Statutory Budget Meeting of the 17th December were confirmed. 


06/14		MATTERS ARISING

Minute No 297/13 Councillor M Doyle sought an update in the matter of the consultation process in regard to the proposed traffic management at Chapel Street. The Town Engineer advised that the consultation model will be based on the model used in the Regeneration Project and measures to identify the best practice learning from same where been undertaken.
 
Minute No 297/13 Councillor M Bellew noted the changes in regard to right turning lane from Rampart Road to the Marshes; he was of the view that some further changes to the road markings were required. The Member also requested that the right turning lane at DkIT be examined. 

Minute No 298/13 Councillor Bellew queried if a Developer was still trading but was refusing to have a development taken in charge what were the procedures, and is the process different if there is no bond in place. Mr. Storey advised that each development is dealt with on a case by case bases and he would revert in regard to the no bond in place scenario. 

Minute No 309/13 Councillor M Dearey queried if Irish Water would be responsible for the delivery of more expensive commercial water charges as a result of the transfer of the function from the local authority. 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

07/14	MINUTES FOR INFORMATION

	The following minutes were noted by the Members

	Housing MPC – 24th September 2013
	Infrastructure MPC – 24th September 2013
	CPG Meeting – 19th November 2013
_________________________________________________________________________

08/14		HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT

Mr D Storey, Senior Executive Officer presented the monthly housing progress report dated 10th January 2014 and he responded to members queries as follows: 

· Request from Councillor Todd that Residents & Tenants meeting for Coxes be scheduled as soon as possible, and that report on drains in the area be reviewed and reported on the Council.
· Clarification to Councillor Meenan on procedure in regard to the reinstatement of a housing client on the housing waiting list.
· In response Councillor Morgan re the number of transfers in the last twelve months and the timeframe for same. This is managed on a case by case basis and depends on a range of factors.
· Councillor Keelan as the land aggregation scheme had been scraped what was impact of DTC – One parcel of land in Mount Avenue has been included in the scheme and a second parcel would be up for review in 2016.


09/14	CAPITAL PROGRESS REPORT

	The Capital Progress report as circulated with the agenda was noted by the Members. 




10/14	PRESS RELEASE IBAL SURVEY 

	The Town Clerk and Director of Service Mr Pentony advised the members that Dundalk had moved from 37th to 26th place. There is ongoing works and initiatives focused on making progress under the scheme. 


11/14	REVISED EXHIBITION POLICY –COUNTY MUSEUM
	
		Proposed by Councillor M Doyle
		Seconded by Councillor C Keelan
		And Resolved:-

	Having considered the matter to confirm the adoption of the revised policy on collection and disposal policies and the adoption of Education Mission Statement (Standards & Accreditation Scheme for County Museum)


12/14	PERSONAL ACCIDENT SCHEME (A&B) – ELECTED MEMBERS

		The Scheme as circulated was noted by the members and it was clarified that 		the scheme was for a period of six months.

	
13/14	ETHICS REGISTER

	Members were reminded of the requirement to return there ethics and contributions declarations as prescribed in the documentation circulated.	
	

14/14		IMPROVEMENT PLAN FOR COE’S ROAD SIGNAGE 

The improvement plan for Coe’s Road signage was presented by Ms C Duff, Senior Engineer. The plan was welcomed by the members and agreed.

It was noted that there may be a requirement in the future and subject to financial resources that consideration be given to east and west designations be provided in Barrack Street and other such streets that are traversed by the inner relief road. The Director of Services and Town Clerk was requested to bear in mind the agreement of council that a street be named after the deceased soldier Private Michael McNeela.







15/14		CONFERENCE & EVENTS

		Proposed by Councillor J Ryan
		Seconded by Councillor S Bellew
		And Resolved:-

		To approve the members attendance at conference and events circulated with 		the agenda and recorded in the conference & events register.


16/14		Notice of Motion – 

		Proposed by Councillor E O’Boyle
		Seconded by Councillor H Todd

		Flood Risk Resolution for Dundalk
“That this Council in the short time we have left as a Local Authority seek to initiate the process for the longer-term solving of our very real and present danger of widespread flooding affecting as many as 10,000 in our residents and businesses.”

Response
The OPW are currently compiling a report in regard to flood defences etc and this report will issue when completed.


17/14		Notices of Motion – 

		Proposed by Councillor C Keelan	
		Seconded by Councillor M Dearey

“In light of the fact that all four Councils in the Dublin region have recently embraced a new anti-dog fouling initiative to handle reports of dog fouling on streets, parks and suburban roads throughout the Dublin region I propose that we adopt a similar initiative in advance of the merger of the four local authorities in this region.”  
Response
The members were reminded of the Litter Hot Line 1800 202 606 to which all such offences can be reported to and will be investigated.
18/14		Proposed by Councillor C Keelan	
		Seconded by Councillor J Green

“That this Council examine the feasibility of installing an island and traffic calming measures at the bottom of the Graveyard hill to assist pedestrians crossing to and from St. Patrick’s Cemetery and to as a way of controlling speed in the area as has been highlighted as a problem at meetings of the Joint Policing Committee

Response
The matter will be investigated and a report submitted at a future meeting.
_________________________________________________________________________

19/14		Notices of Motion – 
	 
		Proposed by Councillor O Morgan	
		Seconded by Councillor J Green

That this council act with all haste to implement the health and safety improvement recommendations which arose from the report/inspection which was recently organised by Mr John Morgan. 

Response
Staff has engaged with Mr Morgan in regard to his report and will prioritise works to be address subject to resources been available to complete same.

		Proposed by Councillor O Morgan	
		Seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle

That this council deplores the squandering, on Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government appointed consultants, of over €50 million of our scarce taxpayer`s money, which will be extracted from our hard-pressed households for many years to come, on top of the unjust and iniquitous Household Property Tax which is already being extracted from our long-suffering families.

Response
Clarification is required on the role of Council staff in regards to the delivery of water services. Recent commentary in the press and media is unfair to Local Authority staff and must not be allowed continue.


20/14		Notices of Motion – 

		Proposed by Councillor K Meenan
		Seconded by Councillor J Green

Due to the unprecedented numbers of house break-ins around the Dundalk area, particularly round Christmas time could this Council write to the local Superintendent to see how many house break-ins were reported and how many arrests have been made for the year 2013.



Response
It was agreed that the motion would be referred to the Dundalk JPC for consideration.

		Proposed by Councillor K. Meenan
		Seconded by Councillor J. Green

That this Council look at setting up a register of landlords particularly in our Council estates to deal with the problem of anti-social behaviour.   This behaviour has a direct effect on our own Council stock and tenants and that we as a body look to work with the private residential tenancy board (PRBT) on this issue.

Response
Responsibility for the establishment and maintenance of such a register lies with the Private Tenancy Residency Board (PRTB). The matter will be raised with PRTB and revert to the members in due course.


21/14		Notice of Question – Councillor M Bellew

“That this Council be given an updated report on the current position regarding the removal of Hill Street Bridge”.

REPLY: There has been significant change since the Part VIII for Hill Street was passed in 2007.   To take into consideration these changes in the economy which has impacted on traffic demand and planning decisions in the Town Centre the road support unit of Louth County Council have been asked to review the design for Hill Street Bridge to establish if it currently address the needs of traffic, pedestrians and cyclists for the future development of Dundalk.  Councillor Bellew expressed disappointment with the reply and advised that he may propose a Notice of Motion. 


22/14		Notices of Question – Councillor C Keelan

1. Due to the fact that the template exists to enact a prohibition order in Louth Local Authorities, and given that this has been used on a similar site in the mid Louth area, could I get full clarification on a) what has been the delay on applying a similar initiative to the site of the former mushroom houses on the Racecourse Road to date and b) when can we expect such an order to be enacted? 

REPLY: (a) There was an initial delay in finalising the technical report in 
    this matter but this has now been completed.
    	         (b) The Prohibition Order will be published in the next few weeks.

2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Since my proposal for Councillors to act as mediators between the residents of St. Nicholas Avenue and the owners of the land to the rear of their properties to resolve a dispute have the owners made any formal contact with Dundalk Town Council? 

REPLY: There has been no formal contact from the owners since their solicitor’s letter in November 2013 requesting that the disputed area is pegged out on site.


23/14		Notice of Question – Councillor E O’Boyle
	 	Funding Flood Risk Resolution for Dundalk?
“In light of the recent calamitous flooding events that have taken place in our area, what became of the €1.24 million which we earmarked in 2005/2006 for strengthening the Dundalk–Blackrock Walk Embankment?” 

REPLY: The €1.24 million referred to in 2005/7 Capital Programme was to fund the provision of the Dundalk/Blackrock walkway and not the embankment.   However, it was dependant on the funding coming from development contributions, which did not materialise.  


24/14		Notices of Question – Councillor O Morgan
1. In light of the serious tidal flooding situation which obtains on this council’s land at the Boyle O’Reilly Sewage pumping station, could the members please have the benefit of a report setting out the rationale underpinning the decision of Mr Frank Pentony to refuse, on our behalf, the attached offer from the Louth Environmental Group, which was made almost two years ago, to turn our 3.5 acres of wasteland there, plus an appropriate portion of the adjoining private land, into a well-drained public park containing a formal ball-playing area, a flood risk mitigation embankment/riverside walkway/cycleway and a well laid-out public park, such report to include an indication of how much of our scarce public funds have been expended to negative effect at that location to date and how much more of same will require to be spent to bring this land up to an acceptable standard of drainage and recreational amenity?  

REPLY: In view of the fact that there is an ongoing investigation/enforcement action in relation to the adjoining lands referred to, it is not appropriate to comment further on the matter at this time.  The Council does not expend funds to negative effect, as we were responding to a complaint made to the EPA.
2. May the members have the benefit of a report detailing how this council`s policy and practice of pumping partly treated sewage into our open environment of our Castletown River and Dundalk Bay natura 2,000 Special Protection Area (SPA) complies with the relevant EU directive(s) 
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3. and regulation(s), such report to include the quantity of partly treated sewage, quantified in metric tonnes, which is being pumped into our river and bay SPA each year? 

REPLY: The responsibility for Water and Waste Water functions transferred to Irish Water on 1st January 2014.

4. Is it the case that all the household charges/property tax which is extracted by the Revenue Commissioners in one year from all the households in Cox’s Demesne, all the households in Ard Easmuinn, all the houses in Lis Na Dara and all the households in Father Murray Park would not be sufficient to defray the€174,000 (One Hundred and Seventy Four Thousand Euros) of scarce public money which was paid by Mr Frank Pentony, on our behalf, to the legal profession in the McCaughey Developments Limited-V-DTC Case in the High Court, in a case which we would have won were it not for:
1. Two phone calls which were made by Mr Frank Pentony and Councillor (now Senator) Jim Darcy to Mr Martin McCaughey of McCaughey Developments Limited.
2. Mr Frank Pentony forbidding we councillors from justifying our diligence to Mr Justice Hedigan’s Court by way of Sworn Affidavit?

REPLY:  The Council has no information on the amount of Local Property Tax collected from any household in the town and is therefore unable to speculate on the Councillors question.  In any event, any legal costs are defrayed from the Council’s revenue account. 

Councillor M Bellew requested that it be recorded that he as an elected Member was not forbidden by the Town Clerk for doing anything that was his right to do so as an elected Member.
_________________________________________________________________________

25/14	RESOLUTIONS

	Resolutions circulated with the agenda were noted as was the following:
	The support of Councillor M Butler in respect of the Leixlip Town Council motion in the matter of the proposed installation of ESB pylons was noted.
	The support of Councillor K Meenan in respect of the motion from Passage West Town Council in the matter of Derelict Sites Legislation.
_________________________________________________________________________

The meeting concluded with prayers @ 8.40pm
_________________________________________________________________________

Minutes confirmed at Meeting

Held on the _________ day of February 2014

                                                                                           _____________________
                                                                                               CATHAOIRLEACH

					     ________________________
                                                                                             CLEIREACH AN BHAILE
