DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING OF DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, DUNDALK ON TUESDAY 22ND MAY 2012

PRESENT

Cathaoirleach, Councillor M Butler, presided.

ALSO PRESENT

Councillor M Bellew, Councillor S Bellew, Councillor M Dearey, Councillor M Doyle, Councillor J Green, Councillor C Keelan, Councillor O Morgan, Councillor E O’Boyle, Councillor J Ryan and Councillor H Todd
IN ATTENDANCE

C Murray, County Manager

F Pentony, Director of Services and Town Clerk

C Duff, Town Engineer
J Lawrence, Administrative Officer

 S Mullen, Senior Executive Planner

The Meeting commenced with Prayers at 7.10pm
130/12
VOTES OF SYMPATHY
On the proposition of Councillor M Butler and seconded by Councillor M Bellew, the Members agreed to extend a vote of sympathy to the family of the late Richard Maguire.

On the proposition of Councillor M Butler and seconded by Councillor M Bellew, the Members agreed to extend a vote of sympathy to the family of the late John Currid, father of Anne McDonnell.

131/12
PRESENTATION BY NIALL HUGHES FROM CONNECT IRELAND
An Cathaoirleach M Butler welcomed Niall Hughes to the meeting.
Mr Hughes gave the Members a presentation on this scheme which is part of the Government’s Initiative on job creation.   He outlined how the scheme operates and benefits that arise when a project is completed successfully.

An Cathaoirleach thanked Mr Hughes for his informative presentation.

132/12
PLANNING AND RELATED MATTERS
12/32

Mark & Karen McArdle


Permission for a domestic garage to 









the existing dwelling at 1 Lios Mead









Blackrock Road, Dundalk



The Members were advised that a Grant of Permission had issued.

12/33
Derek Kettle




Extension of Duration of 

Planning Permission 07/5 at Seatown, Dundalk


The Members were advised that a Grant of Permission had issued.

12/34

Sarah Wilson




Permission for development and 

associated site development works 

at 170 Glenwood, Dublin Road, Dundalk



The Members were advised that a Grant of Permission had issued.

12/35

Board of Management St Mary’s 

Permission for development and



College




associated site works at St Mary’s









College, St Mary’s Road, Dundalk



There was no comment from the Members.

12/36

Seamus Gormley



Retention of existing porch structure 









and construction of an extension to 









the front and associated site works









at Lower Point Road, Dundalk



The Members were advised that this was an invalid application.

12/37

Breda Bergin




Permission for demolition of existing

dwelling and construction of new dwelling and associated site works at Dowdallshill, Newry Road, Dundalk

Councillor C Keelan withdrew from the Meeting while this planning application was considered.


There was no comment from the Members.

12/38

Adebolu Amusham



Permission for development of 

single storey extension to rear of

69 Castleross, Castletown Road,

Dundalk.



There was no comment from the Members.

12/39

ACS Developments Ltd


Extension of Duration of planning 

permission 07/98 and all ancillary site works at 8 Oaklawns, Dundalk


There was no comment from the Members

12/40

Thomas Keenan



Retention permission for domestic 

sheds to side of house at 9 Ashford

Crescent, Dundalk



There was no comment from the Members

12/41

Michael Parks



Permission for demolition of existing 

single storey rear extension and construction of a new single storey rear extension at 42 Castle Street,

Dundalk



There was no comment from the Members.

12/42

Dundalk Sportsbowl Ltd


Retention of change of use of the 

bowling alley are at Sportsbowl Leisure Complex, Racecourse Road

Dundalk, Co Louth



There was no comment from the Members

12/43

Eugene Garvey



Permission for development that will 

consist of single storey extension to 
rear of existing single storey dwelling at 85 St Nicholas Avenue, Dundalk



There was no comment from the Members.

12/44

Linda Stanley



Permission for development that will 

consist of alterations and extension to existing dwellinghouse at 17 Greenacres, Dundalk



There was no comment from the Members.

133/12
PLANNING PROGRESS REPORT MAY 2012


The report was noted by the Members.

134/12
CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES
On the proposition of Councillor M Dearey and seconded by Councillor M Butler the Members agreed to adopt the Minutes of the CPG Meeting of 13th April 2012.

On the proposition of Councillor M Bellew and seconded by Councillor J Ryan the Members agreed to adopt the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the 24th April 2012 with the following amendments and replace the word Castle with Windmill in Minute No. 103/12
135/12
MATTERS ARISING
Councillor J Greene referred to Minute No 101/12 – Bollards at James Street and C Duff advised that she would contact Councillor Greene directly on the issue on the following day.

Councillor O Morgan referred to minute No 111/12 - Letter to the McCann family and F Pentony advised that the letter had not issued, however same would issue within the forthcoming week.

136/12
HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT MAY 2012
Councillor H Todd queried the result of investigations recently carried out on Anti Social Behaviour in Mullaharlin Park.

J Lawrence advised that the investigations have completed and the appropriate actions have been taken as provided for in the ASB Policy.   He also confirmed that the Council was not passing the Anti Social Behaviour problem onto another Local Authority Estate.

J Lawrence confirmed that Private Rented stock inspection figures are compiled by Louth County Council for the entire county, and the County Manager confirmed that the level of inspections in County Louth was high.

Councillor C Keelan queried the level of satisfaction with Fire Inspections in the Dundalk Town Council area and F Pentony responded that a report on Fire Service activity in this area will be circulated for the Members information.
137/12
CAPITAL PROJECTS REPORT MAY 2012


The report was noted by the Members.

138/12
DEPUTATION FROM STAPLETON PLACE RESIDENTS
An Cathaoirleach welcomed Ann Ward, Adrian Ledwith and Victor Graham to the meeting.
The residents read out a statement outlining their anger and frustration at the works that have been undertaken to date in their area.   

The residents highlighted a number of issues including:-   Poor consultation, communication and lack of available drawings, works are grossly disproportionate, lack of awareness by Planners and Engineers of National Cycle Manual,  lack of independence on safety auditing, lack of maintenance programme for new cycle lanes with added issue of poor lighting, emergency service access difficulties, safety concerns for residents, inadequate disabled access.

They requested that a complete review of the project be now undertaken rather then proceeding with the works as planned

Following the presentation, Members queried the residents on their own observations around the level of cycle lane usage and the extent of protected structure regulation, the need for segregation of cycle lane if moved out from current position.

139/12
REPORT ON UNFINISHED HOUSING DEVELOPMENTS
On the proposition of Councillor E O’Boyle and seconded by Councillor J Ryan the Members agreed to defer discussion of this item until June meeting when the author of the report will be in attendance.

140/12
CONFERENCES / EVENTS
On the proposition of Councillor M Bellew and seconded by Councillor J Ryan, the Members attendance at Conferences listed with the agenda and recorded in the Conference Register was approved.
141/12
NOTICES OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR JENNIFER GREEN
1.
Due to the unprecedented anger felt by the citizens of Dundalk at the decimation of our town streets by the introduction of cycle lanes that this Council immediately stop this Smarter Travel Programme with the intention of reviewing it as a matter of utmost urgency.

Reply: The Council are in a contractual position regarding the provision of infrastructure in relation to the Smarter Travel programme and the question of the award and/or termination of a contract is an executive function of the Manager.
 


The motion was seconded by Councillor H Todd.

Councillor J Green expressed dissatisfaction with the reply and stated that a review was most urgent and that the works are dangerous.   F Pentony, Director of Services and Town Clerk, advised that a briefing note setting out the chronological events would be sent to the Members.   A discussion followed with contributions from Councillor K Meenan – supports the motion – stop or suspension of works.   Councillor M Dearey – not supporting the motion - unsafe not to finish the works.   Councillor S Bellew – supports the motion - decision makers were wrong and need to admit this.   Councillor M Bellew – not supporting the motion – when works complete issues can be trashed out.   Councillor M Doyle – supports the motion, supports National Policy, however implementation of this policy is the issue.   Councillor M Butler – decision made in May 2011, looking forward to overcoming practical issues when works are completed
The County Manager acknowledged the support that Members were giving and it was right that the staff constantly review decisions.   The Council will work with Members and residents and respond to issues and resolve.   The works are due for completion in a short period of time and he acknowledges the patience of majority of people.
2.
That this Council look into implementing speed ramps just after the entrance of Avondale Park due to the excessive speeds that cars go down it.

Reply: This will be considered, following the completion of the traffic assessment and subject to the availability of finance.


This motion was seconded by Councillor M Bellew.


Councillor J Greene expressed satisfaction with reply.

142/12
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR MARIA DOYLE
That all works on cycle lanes in Dundalk should cease with immediate effect, and that a special meeting of Dundalk Town Council should be called in order to discuss all relevant issues in relation to the provision on a cycle network in this Town.

Reply: The Council are in a contractual position in relation to the provision of 
infrastructure in relation to the Smarter Travel programme and the question of the award and/or termination of a contract is an executive function of the Manager
This motion was seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle.

Councillor M Doyle remarked that a Special Meeting is necessary to discuss this issue.

Councillor E O’Boyle queried whether there was any practical ways to alleviate the residents concerns before works are completed.

Councillor S Bellew advised that he has prepared a Draft Notice under Section 140 of the Local Government Act 2001 requiring reinstatement to the position as at January 2011 and would give to Councillors for their consideration.

Councillor M Dearey advised that the residents were not even looking for this.   Councillor M Bellew suggested that when works are complete in a fortnight that they be reviewed and Members discuss same.

The County Manager remarked that he looked forward to a thorough debate around the policy as adopted by the Members.   The Executive would like to respond to the presentation so that Councillors heard all sides of the discussion.

It was proposed by Councillor M Bellew and seconded by Councillor J Ryan that the Council wait for the works to be completed before a review takes place.

Councillor M Doyle requested that a date be fixed for a Special Meeting to review the Cycle Lanes network even though the works had not yet been completed.   The Cathaoirleach advised that it was not the remit of an individual Council to fix a date for such meeting.

143/12
NOTICES OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR CONOR KEELAN
1.
“That this Council calls on the Government to bring forward legislation to tackle the problem of upward only rent reviews”.

Reply: This is a matter for the members.

This motion was seconded by Councillor O Morgan.

The Members agreed that this resolution be forwarded to other Councils for their support.   Councillor J Ryan and Councillor M Dearey spoke in support of the motion, with Councillor S Bellew speaking against the motion.

2.
“That this Council include the Doylesfort Road in next year’s road budget.”

Reply: This is a matter for the members.

This motion was seconded by Councillor S Bellew

C Duff advised that monies were provided sometime ago but residents where not happy with what was proposed and works did not go ahead.   Councillor C Keelan requested a report back for the Members on this issue.

144/12
NOTICES OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR OLIVER MORGAN
1. That this Council carry out a survey and prepare a report on the feasibility of carrying out resurfacing and improvements to public lighting at the Dundalk Lawn Tennis and Badminton club car park and it environs for presentation at the July monthly meeting. 
Reply: The resurfacing of this public car park is included on the 2012 resurfacing programme as indicated in December 2011.   A survey of the public lighting in the area will also be completed this year.
This motion was seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle

Councillor O Morgan expressed satisfaction with the reply.

 

2. 
That this council deplores the imposition by the Government of the iniquitous Household Tax on the hard-pressed families of Dundalk and the threat by Phil Hogan TD to force our junior staff to become Debt-Collectors of these unjust extortions.



Reply: This is a matter for the members.




This motion was seconded by Councillor J Ryan
The County Manager remarked that the collection of the household charge is directly related to provision of services and that he does not distinguish his staff as Junior or Senior.   Further the Minister has not given any instruction on how the Council deal with collection of the household charge and the Council will do what is required.
145/12
Notices of Questions – Councillor Oliver Morgan

1.
When is it proposed to carry out the sanctioned regeneration work at Doolargy Avenue/Craobh Rua Community House?

Reply: The proposed works at Doolargy Avenue are being tendered at present and will be completed in the next few months.


Councillor O Morgan expressed satisfaction with the response.

2.
How many household charges will it take, at €100 each, to pay the lawyers in the 2 judicial review hearings in the High Court, involving this Council and McCaughey Developments Ltd, which were heard before Mr. Justice Hanna and Mr. Justice Hedigan. Would it be 3,200 households?

Reply: The legal cost arising from the McCaughey Developments Ltd. –v- Dundalk Town Council Judicial Review case in respect of lands at Lower Point Road was €173,262.76.

Councillor O Morgan expressed satisfaction with the reply albeit it did not address the question of Household Charge.


The County Manager responded that the Household Charge case costs will be funded from different income streams and that it was wrong and inappropriate to align it in this way.
3.
In the aftermath of the tragic drowning deaths in the river since Christmas and in view of the pious huffing, puffing and hand-wringing by the various agencies concerned, to very little discernible effect, what are this Council’s plans to actually provide life-saving launching access to our river and bay for the community volunteer sea and river search and rescue organisation, the Dundalk Sub Aqua club.

Reply: There are currently no plans for the Council to provide launching access to the river and bay for Dundalk Sub Aqua Club. 


Councillor O Morgan expressed dissatisfaction with the response and asked a supplementary question.   Has the Town Clerk given up on all avenues?   The Town Clerk replied that Dundalk Town Council do not have a direct role in the provision of a slipway and that discussions with the Club can continue.

________________________________________________________________________

146/12
NOTICE OF QUESTIONS – COUNCILLOR SEAN BELLEW
1
Was the Engineering Department of Dundalk Town Council aware of the fact that Easter Sunday 2012 was due to fall on Sunday, 8 April, 2012?


Reply: Yes.

2
Please give the full costs of inserting the advertisement on page 25 of the 12 April, 2012 issue of the Irish Times, giving notification of the closure of roads in the Dundalk Town Council functional area, from 30 April to 7 May 2012.


Reply: The cost of placing the advertisement was € 1,113.88.

Councillor S Bellew expressed satisfaction with the answer.   On a point of information it was clarified that The Irish Times is not the default paper for placing notices but there were time constraints on this occasion.
147/12
NOTICE OF QUESTION – COUNCILLOR JENNIFER GREEN

At the November Council meeting dated 22nd November 2011, I asked that this Council support Tullamore Town Council’s Notice of Motion and that this Council write to the County Registrar and ask her if she would prioritise unemployed people at Polling Centre’s and Count staff.   Have we received a letter back?
Reply: While the recruitment of Polling Station and Count Centre staff is 
solely a matter for the County Registrar, I have been  advised that recruitment from the live register does take place.

Councillor J Greene noted the answer and asked a supplementary question.   

How does the County Registrar advertise the positions?   F Pentony responded that this was a matter for the County Registrar.

Councillor K Meenan left the meeting at 9.15pm

148/12
NOTICE OF QUESTIONS – COUNCILLOR MARK DEAREY
1.
What commitments were entered into by Coalport Ltd, to provide a basis for the granting of a commencement notice for the Ard Dealgan Development in Quay Street?

Reply: A commencement notice is submitted by the applicant to the Council prior 
to development commencing and in this case, was received on 7th March 2007 
citing a commencement date of 22nd March 2007 and a proposed completion date 
of December 2007.    
2.
How many cases are there in Dundalk, of unpaid development contributions where commencement notices were issued?

Reply: There are 110 accounts with outstanding development contributions balances.  Records are not kept separating the triggers for the monies due, (i.e. commencement notice / retention permission / site inspections).
3.
What is the total sum outstanding?

Reply: The total sum outstanding, per the Debtors Report, is €8,576,166.61 (as at 15th May 2012).



Councillor M Dearey expressed satisfaction with the answers.

149/12
NOTICES OF QUESTIONS – COUNCILLOR CONOR KEELAN
1
“When will Councillors receive a complete list of staff in each department of the local authority which will reflect the changes there over the past couple of months?”


Reply: This will be issued to the members in the next two weeks

Councillor C Keelan expressed satisfaction with the answer.
2
“When is the expected delivery date of the report into possibility of moving the pedestrian crossing at Quinn’s corner on the Castletown Road further up the road?”

Reply: When the traffic assessment is complete, a report will issue to the Council.

Councillor C Keelan accepts the answer but remarked that he is waiting sometime for the report.

150/12
RESOLUTIONS


Councillor C Keelan proposed that we adopt the resolutions of Donegal County Council in relation to Social Welfare Payments and the reduction in the duty charged on fuel and it was seconded by Councillor S Bellew and agreed by the Members.

151/12
CORRESPONDENCE

An Cathaoirleach referred to letter received from Private Secretary to Minister for Housing and Planning, Ms Jan O’Sullivan TD and advised that she had raised the issue at a recent Border Regional Meeting with Minister John Perry TD, Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Jobs and Innovation (with special responsibility for Small Business) and received a commitment that this issue can be put through his Department.

Annual General Meeting fixed for 26th June 2012.   An Cathaoirleach advised the Members that the Official Opening of the Redeveloped Market Square on 8th June 2012 at 5.30pm.

The meeting concluded with prayers at 9.25pm

________________________________________________________________________

Minutes confirmed at meeting

held on the ___________  day of ___________________ 2012
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CATHAOIRLEACH









_____________________










CLEIREACH AN BHAILE
