DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING OF DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL, HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, DUNDALK, ON TUESDAY 27TH MARCH 2012

PRESENT

Cathaoirleach, Councillor M Butler, presided.

ALSO PRESENT

Councillor M Bellew, Councillor S Bellew, Councillor M Dearey, Councillor M Doyle, Councillor J Green, Councillor C Keelan, Councillor O Morgan, Councillor E O’Boyle, Councillor J Ryan and Councillor H Todd
APOLOGIES

Councillor K Meenan

IN ATTENDANCE

C Murray, County Manager

F Pentony, Director of Services and Town Clerk

D Storey, Senior Executive Officer

C Duff, Town Engineer

J Lawrence, Administrative Officer

S Mullen, Senior Executive Planner
The Meeting commenced with Prayers at 7pm
080/12
VOTE OF SYMPATHY
On the proposition of Councillor M Butler and seconded by Councillor H Todd, the members agreed to extend a vote of sympathy to the family of the late Tommy Doyle.

081/12
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

On the proposition of Councillor O Morgan and seconded by Councillor M Dearey, the Members agreed on a show of hands 9 in favour and 2 against to Suspend Standing Orders to allow for a discussion to be held by the Members on the inability of some Dundalk residents to pay the Household Charge.
An Cathaoirleach M Butler advised that the discussion would be held after Item 9 on the Agenda.

082/12
PLANNING AND RELATED MATTERS
12/7
Black & White Construction Ltd

Permission for alteration to 

previously granted planning permission reg ref 05/229, 07/232, 07/226 & 07/164 – Dundalk Bay SAC & Dundalk Bay SPA, The Towers, Point Road, Dundalk

S Mullen explained for the Members that this application was accompanied by a Natura Impact Statement and not an EIS.



12/8

Freddie Johnston



Permission for development for 1 

No. underground fuel tank to fuel service station and associated site works at Armagh Road, Lisdoo, Dundalk

S Mullen advised that retention permission had been granted in the past 18 months or so to regularise this site.

12/9

Oliver Connolly



Permission for development that will 

consist of two storey extension to the rear of existing dwelling at 31 McSwiney Street, Dundalk

The members were advised that Further Information was requested on this application.

12/10

Barry Dwyer




Permission for a free standing 

double sided cross shaped sign Unit 2 Canessa Buiildings, Townparks, Castletown Road, Dundalk.

The members were advised that Further Information was requested on this application.

12/11

Town Clerks Office



Permission to carry out the following 

development 1. construction of a     single storey extension (c138m2) to the side of existing Leisure Centre comprising a community / multipurpose hall including toilet and storage area 2. the construction of a glazed link corridor and new entrance 3. Assoicated site development works, landscaping and services Dundalk Leisure Centre, Millennium Centre, St Alphonsus Road, Dundalk.


There was no comment from the Members.

12/12

Ulster Bank Ireland Ltd


Permission for demolition of existing 

shop (Rice’s Bridge Stores) and associated dwelling, at Rice’s Bridge Stores, Castletown Road, Dundalk.



Some members expressed concerns regarding the poor condition of this site.

12/13

Board of Governors



Permission for the erection of 3 

metre high sports / security fencing with access gates etc at Mounthamilton, Carrick Road, Dundalk.



The members were advised that this was an invalid application.

12/14

Rose Fearon




Permission for construction of an 

additional residential unit which will be ancillary to the main dwelling use Castleblayney Road, Dundalk.

The members were advised that Further Information was requested on this application.

12/15

Parma Developments


Extension of duration for 179 

residential dwellings, associated site development works, pumping station with vehicular access to Carrickmacross Road, Mounthamilton, Dundalk.



S Mullen clarified the site location of this application for the Members.

12/16

Anne Ryan




Retention and completion 

development will consist of an extension and alterations to the side and rear of existing dwellinghouse, at 50 Willow Grove, Carrick Road, Dundalk, Co Louth.


There was no comment from the Members.

12/17

Ronnie & Julianna De La Rosa

Retention of a timber trellis fixed to 

the rear elevation of the premises which is a protected structure Innisfree House, Carrick Road, Dundalk



S Mullen advised that the property was the subject of an Enforcement 

Notice.
12/18

Patrick Ward




Retention of existing attic 

conversion and extension to the rear of dwelling 6 Assumption Place, Dundalk







S Mullen advised the members that this was an invalid application.

083/12
CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES


On the proposition of Councillor J Ryan and seconded by Councillor J Green 

the members agreed to adopt the Minutes of the CPG meetings listed.

On the proposition of Councillor M Butler and seconded by Councillor H Todd the minutes of the Housing MPC held on the 24th May 2011 were adopted.

On the proposition of Councillor O Morgan and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle the minutes of the  Environment Parks Recreation and Amenity MPC held on the 27th September 2011 were adopted.

On the proposition of Councillor M Doyle and seconded by Councillor J Green the minutes of the Infrastructure MPC held on the 13th December 2011 were adopted.

On the proposition of Councillor O Morgan and seconded by Councillor M Doyle the minutes of the Infrastructure MPC held on the 7th February 2012 were adopted.

On the proposition of Councillor S Bellew and seconded by Councillor O Morgan the minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on the 28th February 2012 were adopted.

084/12
HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT MARCH 2012
D Storey presented the Housing Progress Report.   A discussion on Anti Social Behaviour (ASB) followed and D Storey advised that he would advise Councillor H Todd on the outcome of an ongoing investigation on Anti Social Behaviour (ASB) in Mullaharlin Park.
Councillor M Bellew congratulated those involved in the administrating of the Grant Assistance to the Elderly and Disabled.   Councillor M Dearey queried whether the lower complaint figures for Anti Social Behaviour in Dundalk reflected on a perceived lack of response from DTC on this issue.
D Storey advised that all bar frivolous Anti Social Behaviour complaints are investigated and processed as per the policy by DTC.
085/12
PROGRESS REPORT MARCH 2012


The report was noted by the Members

086/12
DRAFT POLICY ON EXTINGUISHMENT OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY OVER A PUBLIC ROAD

Councillor E O’Boyle advised on the formulation of this policy.   On the proposition of Councillor O Morgan and seconded by Councillor M Doyle the members agreed to adopt the policy as presented.


J Lawrence advised that there was no requirement to publish the policy in the newspapers but that it would be published on the Council’s website.

087/12
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS, 2001 (PART VIII) – DUNDALK SPORTS CENTRE

S Mullen outlined the project and D Storey advised of a Sports Capital Grant to part fund the works and the balance will be funded from the Council’s Revenue Account.


On the proposition of Councillor M Butler and seconded by Councillor S Bellew the members agreed to proceed as outlined in the Manager’s Report.
088/12
CAPITAL BUDGET 2012 – 2014

F Pentony and D Storey went through the Programme Groups as presented and confirmed that:-

1. The 730K in 2012 spent in Programme 2 would be funded 330K Grant 

and 400K Development Contributions (already received).   Regeneration in Cox’s Demesne has been given priority by Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government.

2. Carrick Road / McEntee Avenue proposal was for removal of the traffic island, however these works are subject to Development Contributions not yet received.

3. Not all expenditure under Smarter Travel Schools Project was 

Infrastructural works and that the scheme was 90% funded by Department of Transport

4. New design for Hill Street Bridge Junction was under consideration.

5. No funding available to redevelop Clark’s Forest.
6. Lower Clanbrassil Street refurbishment encompassing new pavement and street furniture.

The adoption of the Capital budget, as presented, was proposed by Councillor M Bellew and seconded by Councillor J Ryan.
089/12
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS – DISCUSSION

 

ON THE HOUSEHOLD CHARGE 

The members expressed various views on the Household Charge with some members indicating that they won’t be paying it and others indicating that they have paid it under protest.

County Manager, C Murray advised that the monies received from the Household Charge were fundamental for funding in Local Authorities and that even if the charges on all liable properties were paid in Dundalk, there would still be a shortfall in income due to the reduction in the Local Government fund allocation.

090/12
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR JENNIFER GREEN
“That this council implement pillars on the edge of the footpaths in James' Street as cars are parking on the footpath which are forcing children out onto the road to pass them”.
The motion was seconded by Councillor H Todd.

Town Engineer C Duff responded to advise that a report will be prepared for the Members.

091/12
NOTICE OF MOTIONS – COUNCILLOR SEÁN BELLEW

1
That, in light of the ending of central government funding for the “smarter travel” initiative, this Town Council reviews that policy.

This motion was seconded by Councillor C Keelan.   Councillor S Bellew has concerns that with exchequer funding ceasing that the scheme will not be completed in its entirety.   Councillor S Bellew further advised of ongoing maintenance costs that will arise in keeping the cycleways fit for purpose.   Contributions to the debate on the issue were made by Councillors M Dearey, M Bellew, E O’Boyle, M Doyle, J Ryan and M Butler.   It was agreed by the members that a full review of the Smarter Travel Initiative was not required at this time.  Councillor S Bellew noted satisfaction that the matter was discussed by the members.
2.
That this town Council makes a policy, regardless of size, for each and every tender of business, that such tenders be objectively framed in a fashion having the effect of favouring local business, regardless of any “instructions” or otherwise from central government.

This motion was seconded by Councillor C Keelan.   It was pointed out to Councillor S Bellew that the Council do extensive business with local business’s and that in general smaller tender sums are awarded to local businesses.   The Council must also operate within Government Regulations.

Councillor Mark Dearey asked to be excused and left the meeting at 8.55pm.
_______________________________________________________________________

092/12
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR CONOR KEELAN
“In light of the recent EPA Report which highlighted that Dundalk Wastewater Treatment Plant did not meet EU standards for urban waste water discharges that this Council’s Environment Section prepare a report for this Council’s April meeting to discuss the matters raised therein.” 
Reply – The Management of Dundalk WWTP is a matter for LCC, However in the interests of clarity the following reply is appropriate:-
“The reported non-compliance relates to the concentrations of Total Nitrogen and Total Phosphorous in effluent discharged from Plant. These are in breach of limits as set down in Urban Wastewater Directive. (1mg/l for Total Phosphorous; 10mg/litre Total Nitrogen).All other parameters have been consistently met, with exceptionally good performance. 

It does not relate to breach of conditions as set out in Wastewater Discharge Licence as issued by EPA, which requires per Schedule C therein, that measures be in place by 31st December 2013 to address nutrient removal. 

The Council have had carried out a study of options available to address nutrient removal and further monitoring work is currently ongoing as to ascertain loadings from different catchments and sources within the scheme, so as to determine whether removal of these nutrients at source  may provide an effective solution. 

The plant was designed and under construction prior to the designation of the Castletown River as a Sensitive Water under the aforementioned legislation in 2004 and as such did not incorporate nutrient removal facilities. Though plant operates in breach of limits it has proved highly effective in reducing concentrations. Full details of performance in this regard are available in AER returns which are available on EPA website. 

www.epa.ie/terminalfour/wwda/wwda-view-filter.jsp?regno=D0053-
01&filter=f&docfilter=go

The potential environmental impacts of both Phosphorous and Nitrogen relate to Eutrophication with Phosphorous being significant in freshwater and Nitrogen in saline water. EPA Report on Water Quality in Ireland 2007-2009 identifies elevated winter levels of phosphorous in estuary area. Typical sources of winter phosphorous are discharges from treatment plants, fugitive discharges from sewer networks, runoff from agricultural and paved lands and roosting bird colonies.”


The motion was seconded by Councillor S Bellew.   The response was noted.

093/12
NOTICE OF QUESTION – COUNCILLOR MARK DEAREY
(1)
Regarding the Coalport Developments Apartment Block on Quay Street, could the Town Clerk update the members on compliance with the required Fire Safety works?

Reply

The Closure notice was served in 2009 ordering that the use of the building for residential purposes shall cease until such time as they have taken steps to remedy the matters specified in the notice.

No steps have been taken to remedy the fire safety matters, but as long as the building remains unoccupied, there are no fire safety concerns.

(2)
How does the Council propose to begin dealing with the long term consequences for the residents of the Quay area, if it is the case that the building has failed to secure the necessary fire safety cert?

Reply


There are no long terms consequences for residents of Ard Dealgan itself obviously as there are no residents .adjoining properties and the fire service would not have considered the   se in the sense that Ard Dealgan does not impact on their fire safety. Also, the building does have a fire safety certificate but it was not constructed in accordance with it.    There was an Enforcement notice issued under the Building Control act which has not been complied with.

(3)
Is the Council an unsecured creditor of the Thomas McFeely, declared bankrupt in London in January 2012?

Reply


We are not, as I understand that Mr McFeely's bankruptcy related to the UK only.  However, the development contributions and Part V liabilities remain due in respect of the building.  Any potential purchaser of the building will inherit these liabilities  



In the absence of Councillor M Dearey for this item the questions were not 

           taken.

094/12
RESOLUTIONS
Councillor C Keelan proposed that we adopt the proposal of Muinebheag Town Council and it was seconded by Councillor J Ryan and agreed by the members.
Councillor C Keelan proposed that we adopt the proposal of Ballinasloe Town Council and it was seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle and agreed by the members.

095/12
CONFERENCES

Noted.   Councillor M Butler advised the members of the Nuclear Free Local Authorities All Ireland Forum on Friday 20th April 2012.

________________________________________________________________________

096/12
CORRESPONDENCE


Noted.

The meeting concluded with prayers at 9.05pm
Minutes confirmed at meeting

held on the ___________  day of ___________________ 2012
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