
DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING OF DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, DUNDALK ON TUESDAY 26th JUNE 2012

PRESENT

Cathaoirleach, Councillor J Green, presided.

ALSO PRESENT

Councillor S Bellew, Councillor M Butler, Councillor M Dearey, Councillor M Doyle,  Councillor C Keelan, Councillor K Meenan, Councillor O Morgan, Councillor E O’Boyle, Councillor J Ryan and Councillor H Todd
APOLOGIES
Councillor M Bellew
IN ATTENDANCE

C Murray, County Manager

F Pentony, Director of Services and Town Clerk

C Duff, Town Engineer
D Storey, Senior Executive Officer
S Mullen, Senior Executive Planner

J Smith, Administrative Officer, Finance

B Lynch, Financial Accountant

The Meeting commenced with Prayers at 7.05pm
166/12
VOTES OF SYMPATHY
On the proposition of the Cathaoirleach J Green and seconded by Councillor H Todd, the Members agreed to extend a vote of sympathy to the family of the late Thomas Clarke, brother of Luke Clarke, Council employee.
On the proposition of Councillor C Keelan and seconded by Councillor S Bellew, the Members agreed to extend a vote of sympathy to the family of the late Padraig Faulkner, former Minister.

167/12
PLANNING AND RELATED MATTERS
12/45

Seamus Gormley



Retention of existing porch structure  

on front elevation at Lower Point Road, Dundalk



The Members were advised that a Grant of Permission had issued.

12/46
P J Brennan



Extension of Duration of planning 

permission for two storey house and associated site works at 384 

Ashbrook Avenue, Dundalk
The Members were advised that Further Information was requested on this application.

12/47

Mr & Mrs T Clarke


Permission for alterations to an existing
two storey dwelling to include for single storey extension to the front, side and rear with all associated site development works at 2 Priorland Grove, Dundalk.



The Members were advised that a Grant of Permission had issued.

12/48

Jimmy and Clare Murrihy 

Permission for a dormer extension to rear
10 Belfry Crescent, Alphonsus Road, Dundalk

The Members were advised that Further Information was requested on this application.
12/49

Muirhevna Mor FC


Permission for 2 No 12 seat dugouts and
2 No ball stops, etc at Muirhevnamor FC Football Pitch, Muirhevnamor, Dundalk


There was no comment from the Members.
12/50

O’Hanlon Park Amateur Boxing
Permission for proposed demolition of 
and Fitness Club
existing community centre and construction of a new community centre, etc at O’Hanlon Park, Dundalk


There was no comment from the Members.

12/51

Carmel Mee



Permission for the addition of first floor 






window to front elevation to accommodate

ensuite to bedroom and relocation of bathroom window to side elevation at 5 
Mountain View, Point Road, Dundalk



There was no comment from the Members.

12/52

Niall Laverty



Permission for alteration to existing 

dwelling to include a two storey extension
to the rear of 21 Mill Street, Dundalk



There was no comment from the Members

12/53

Board of Management

Permission to construct new single storey  



St Vincent’s Secondary School
art room to replace existing temporary
building at rear of canteen building within the curtilage of a protected structure D454 at Seatown Place / Mill Street, Dundalk.


There was no comment from the Members

12/54

Cuchulainn Cycling Club

Permission for a 250 out door velodrome







a 306m BMX track, ancillary car parking








and all associated site works at Hoey’s 








Lane, Dundalk



There was no comment from the Members.

12/55

Board of Governors


Permission for development located to the


Grammar School


southern side of the former Louth Hospital








(D154) at former Louth Hospital / Infirmary








The Crescent, Ardee Road, Dundalk



There was no comment from the Members

168/12
PLANNING PROGRESS REPORT JUNE 2012


The report was noted by the Members.

169/12
Report on Unfinished Developments


It was proposed by the Cathaoirleach J Green to take item 9 – Report 


on Unfinished Housing developments at this stage.   This was seconded by 

Councillor H Todd.   


Marguerite Quinn, Senior Executive Planner, outlined the background to her 

report and the next steps in the process.   She advised that the initial surveys 

were carried out by 10 consultants on behalf of the local authority; there were 

public safety issues identified in four estates and a grant of €40,000 was 


allocated by the DECLG to address these public safety issues; a Site 


Resolution Plan will be required for each unfinished development; the local 

authority will prepare the SRP where there is no developer on site but this is 

not a statutory requirement; working with the developers has proven the 


most productive solution; while the Council have written to all 97 developers 

not all have replied and the whereabouts of some is unknown.  Questions on 

the status of bonds, Site Resolution Plans, the categorisation system used, 

the absence of any SRP in the Dundalk area, a role for councillors, the affect 

of categorisation on the liability for the household charge, were dealt with by 

Marguerite Quinn, Senior Executive Planner.
170/12
CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES
On the proposition of Councillor E O’ Boyle and seconded by Councillor O Morgan the Members agreed to adopt the Minutes of the Environment, Parks, Recreation & Amenity MPC Meeting of 28th February 2012.

On the proposition of Councillor H Todd and seconded by Councillor K Meenan the Members agreed to adopt the Minutes of the Housing MPC Meeting of the 28th February 2012.


On the proposition of Councillor M Doyle and seconded by Councillor C 


Keelan the Members agreed to adopt the Minutes of the Infrastructure MPC 

Meeting of the 13th March 2012.



In relation to the minutes of the Monthly meeting of 22nd May 2012, 



Councillor Maria Doyle wished the minutes to record that under minute 


142/12 that she had requested that a date be fixed for the Special meeting to 

review the Cycle Lane network even though the works had not yet been 


completed and the Cathaoirleach advised that it was not the remit of an 


individual Councillor to fix a date for such meeting.   Councillor C Keelan 


wished the minutes to record that he withdrew from the meeting when 


planning application No. 12/37 was reached.   This was seconded by 


Councillor S Bellew.   On the proposition of Councillor S Bellew and 


seconded by Councillor O Morgan the Members agreed to adopt the 


amended Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the 22nd May 2012.



On the proposition of Councillor M Butler and seconded by 




Councillor C Keelan the Members agreed to adopt the Minutes of the 


CPG Meeting of the 14th May 2012.

171/12
MATTERS ARISING
Councillor C Keelan referred to Minute No 149/12(1) – and asked when the staff listing will be available to the members.   Frank Pentony, Director of Services and Town Clerk, advised that he expected it to be available shortly.   
Councillor C Keelan referred to Minute No 149/12(2) – and was advised by C Duff, Town Engineer that the report on the possibility of moving the pedestrian crossing at Quinn’s corner would be available this year.
Councillor M Dearey referred to minute No 148/12 – development contributions and sought clarification on the Town Clerk’s reply.   The Town Clerk explained that development contributions are only due when the development commences and that contributions are not recorded as due on developments which have not yet commenced.
Councillor M Doyle referred to minute No 142/12 – Special meeting on a review of the cycle lanes and the Town Engineer advised that the construction work on the cycle lanes is not yet complete.  

172/12
HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT JUNE 2012
David Storey, Senior Executive Officer, outlined the main points in the report and replied to questions from Councillor M Butler on the Remedial Work Scheme at Glenmore Park, Muirhevnamor; from Councillor E O’Boyle on Regeneration and Disabled Persons Grant Scheme; and Councillor J Ryan on Affordable Housing units.
173/12
FIRE SERVICES REPORT JUNE 2012


The report was noted by the Members.

174/12
CAPITAL PROJECTS REPORT JUNE 2012


The report was noted by the Members.



Councillor J Ryan was advised that the difficulty in making progress on the 

Refurbishment of the Seatown Windmill project is acquiring proper access to 

the site, and finance.   Councillor C Keelan referred to the Smarter 



Travel Schools Project and stated that householders were also affected by 

the works at Chapel Street.

175/12
ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT 2011
Joan Smith, Administrative Officer, Finance, outlined some of the highlights of the AFS for 2011 and answered questions on payments to consultants, energy costs, land purchases and Revenue Collection levels.

On the proposition of Councillor M Butler and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle the Members agreed to approve the unaudited Annual Financial Statement for 2011, as presented.
176/12
UPDATE ON CYCLING TO SCHOOLS PROJECT
The report was noted by the Members.
177/12
SECTION 183 NOTICE – DISPOSAL OF APPROXIMATELY 0.664ACRES 

OF LAND AT TOBERONA TO DEALGAN HOUSE NURSING HOME LTD
On the proposition of Councillor E O’Boyle and seconded by Councillor H Todd, the Members agreed to dispose of approximately .0664 acres of land at Toberona, Dundalk, to Dealgan House Nursing Home Ltd, in accordance with the terms of the Section 183 Notice already circulated.
178/12
SECTION 183 NOTICE – DISPOSAL OF APPROXIMATELY 77m² OF 


LAND AT THE FORMER ARTS OFFICE BUILDING, MARKET SQUARE, 

DUNDALK TO STEPHEN AND ANNA EGAN 
On the proposition of Councillor Sean Bellew and seconded by Councillor M Dearey, the Members agreed to defer the consideration of the matter to a Special Meeting of the Council.
179/12
NOMINATION TO LOUTH CRAFTMARK LTD
On the proposition of Councillor M Butler and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle, the Members agreed to defer the matter to the July monthly meeting.
180/12
REQUEST FROM ST NICHOLAS AVENUE RESIDENTS TO NAME THE 

GREEN SPACE AT MAXWELLS ROW
On the proposition of Councillor J Ryan and seconded by Councillor C Keelan, it was proposed that the members accede to the Residents request.   Councillor E O’Boyle asked if the Place Names Committee had a role in the matter and the Town Clerk undertook to verify their role, if any.
181/12
CONFERENCES / EVENTS
On the proposition of Councillor E O’Boyle and seconded by Councillor J Ryan, the Members attendance at Conferences listed with the agenda and recorded in the Conference Register was approved.

182/12
Notice of Motion – Councillor Jim Ryan


“That this Council consider installing ramps at Brooke Street and Ardee Terrace (petition attached)”.



The motion was seconded by Councillor M Doyle.


Councillor Ryan made the point that there is a need for speed ramps and a 

pedestrian crossing due to the number of young children living in the  



area and the existence of an industrial park on the former brewery site.   


Councillor M Doyle agreed with the provision of speed ramps and felt that 


the impact of a pedestrian crossing should be considered.   Councillor Ryan 

proposed an amendment of his Motion to include consideration of

           the provision of a pedestrian crossing at the bottom of the hill.   This was 
           seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle.

183/12
Notice of Motion – Councillor Mark Dearey
1.
That the Members be presented with a detailed account of outstanding development contributions for developments where commencement notices have been filed.


This was seconded by Councillor M Butler


The Town Clerk undertook to compile the report.

2.
That member representation is ensured on the Resolution working group, as pertaining to the Dundalk and Environs area.



This was seconded by Councillor M Butler.


Councillor M Dearey suggested that a role should be found for the members      

           on the Site Resolution Group.   The County Manager advised that a formal 

group has not been established but members of staff assigned to handle the 

matter.   He confirmed that the Council meeting was the appropriate forum to 

report back to the Council on a quarterly basis. 

184/12
Notice of Question – Councillor Oliver Morgan

1. What is the estimated total cost to date to this council of the legal 
proceedings in respect of the 10.85 acres of Natural 
Habitat/Floodplain/Soccer pitch land at Point Road, to include all the 
mentions and the hearings before Mr Justice Hanna and Mr Justice Hedigan, 
in the High Court?
REPLY: 
The total cost to date, as indicated at the May monthly meeting, is €173,262.76.

Councillor Morgan expressed his satisfaction with the reply


2. Are there any future costs implications/liabilities against this council arising 
from any forthcoming decision by our planners to refuse to grant Full 
Planning Permission for site development work for 44 Houses on this 10.85 
acre site and its residential access roadway on/across the adjoining 0.83 
acres of our Sewage Treatment Plant site which has already being granted 
Full Planning Permission by our Planning Office?

REPLY: 
The Council is not aware of any future cost 





implications/liabilities.


Councillor Morgan expressed his satisfaction with the reply

3. Has the Town Clerk carried out our decision taken at our April Monthly 
Meeting by writing to the family of the late Neil Mc Cann to ascertain whether 
they would be interested in engaging with this council in a joint effort to turn 
the derelict site which is bounded by the Marshes carpark, the ALDI carpark, 
Dublin Providers Ltd, Bishop’s Court and the Marshes Road into fully 
developed recreational, amenity and open space and what was the 
response, if any?
REPLY: 
A letter has been written, on behalf of the Council, to the McCann family and a reply is awaited.  


Councillor requested that a copy of the letter issued is circulated to the members, and the Town Clerk agreed to do so.
185/12
CORRESPONDENCE
Councillor J Ryan referred to the book launch hosted by the Town Council on Friday 22nd June and the poor attendance by Councillors.  He urged the members that they need to show support for such events in future.   Councillor E O’Boyle agreed with the sentiments expressed and suggested the use of the text messaging service to remind Councillors. 
Councillor M Dearey proposed a vote of congratulations to Brian Walsh, Curator at the County Museum for the wonderful exhibition on the history of the Olympics and referred to the recent launch by Ronnie Delaney.   This was seconded by Councillor M Butler.

The meeting concluded with prayers at 9.10pm

________________________________________________________________________

Minutes confirmed at meeting

held on the ___________  day of ___________________ 2012
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