DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING OF DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, DUNDALK ON TUESDAY 24TH JULY 2012

PRESENT

Cathaoirleach, Councillor J Green, presided.

ALSO PRESENT

Councillor M Bellew, Councillor S Bellew, Councillor M Butler, Councillor M Dearey, Councillor M Doyle, Councillor C Keelan, Councillor K Meenan, Councillor O Morgan, Councillor E O’Boyle, Councillor J Ryan

APOLOGIES

Councillor H Todd

IN ATTENDANCE

J McGuinness, Deputy County Manager

D Storey, Senior Executive Officer

C Duff, Town Engineer

J Lawrence, Administrative Officer

S Mullen, Senior Executive Planner

Con O’Donoghue, Louth Digital Switchover Champion

The Meeting commenced with Prayers at 7pm

192/12
VOTE OF SYMPATHY
On the proposition of Councillor K Meenan and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle, the Members agreed to extend a vote of sympathy to Councillor H Todd on the death of his late brother, Anthony.

193/12
PLANNING AND RELATED MATTERS
12/56
Alan Ward




Permission to widen existing 

entrance and change of use of existing sunroom to chiropodist’s clinic at Braemount, Dublin Road.

Dundalk

The Members were advised that Further Information was requested on this application.

12/57

Board of Management of De La Salle
Permission for a single storey 



College




detached school building comprising

3 No classrooms, etc., at De La Salle College, Castletown Road, Dundalk

On the proposition of Councillor E O’Boyle and seconded by Councillor M Doyle it was recommended by the Members that the Deputy County Manager grant permission in this case.

12/58

St Joseph’s National School, Dundalk
Permission for a two storey 

extension to the existing single storey 16 classroom school, at
St Joseph’s National School, Dundalk

On the proposition of Councillor K Meenan and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle it was recommended by the Members that the Deputy County Manager grant permission in this case.

12/59

Mr & Mrs Litchfield



Permission for the construction of a 








two storey bedroom extension at 39









McSwiney Street, Dundalk



The Members were advised that this was an incomplete application.

12/60

Declan Tinnelly



Permission for the construction of a 

pitched roof to part of the existing flat roof to  include a rooflight at 23A

Market Street, Dundalk



There was no comment from the Members.

12/61

Patricia Tennyson



Retention of a single storey flat roof









extension to rear of 46 Mary Street









North, Dundalk



The Members were advised that this was an incomplete application.

12/62

Eugene & Rita Boylan


Permission for development that will









consist of demolition of existing 






single storey side extension and 

construction of a new two storey side extension at 111 New Muirhevna, Dundalk



There was no comment from the Members.

12/63

Redeemer Parish Resource Centre
Permission for development that will 
consist of the construction of a single storey extension to the minor hall for sports equipment, including trellsworks and all associated siteworks at Resource Centre, Beechmount Drive, Dundalk

On the proposed of Councillor E O’Boyle and seconded by Councillor O Morgan it was recommended by the Members that the Deputy County Manager  grant permission in this case.

12/64

S Rooney




Permission for demolition of existing

commercial buildings to include Block B (office building), Block C (Staff & workshop Building) with associated site works at Coe’s Road, Dundalk



There was no comment from the Members.

12/65

Mr & Mrs Litchfield



Permission will consist of the 

construction of a two storey bedroom extension and a single
storey sunroom to the rear of the house and all associated siteworks at 39 McSwiney Street, Dundalk



There was no comment from the Members.

12/66
Parma Developments Ltd


Extension of Duration of 

planning permission 07/315 which consists of Permission for alterations to previously approved development p.a. ref 07/13 consisting of a change of house type from 12 no dwellings (6 No semi-detached 3 bedroom and 6 no 3 bedroom terraced dwellings) to 6 No detached 5 bedroom dwellings and all associated landscaping and site development works at Mounthamilton, West of Rockmount Gardens, fronting Carrickmacross Road, Dundalk


There was no comment from the Members.
Ms Sinead Mullen, Senior Executive Planner clarified the position with regard to assessment of extension of duration planning applications.   S Mullen confirmed that Planning and Development (Amendment) Act 2010 provided new reasons for granting applications if technical, economic or commercial reasons precluded the development from proceeding.   There was not a full reassessment of the detail of the development; however principle of development must not be inconsistent with planning context.
The Core Strategy was not taken into account however, in assessing an application regard will be had to the underlying zoning in the Plan and any other significant policy concerns e.g. protected structure status.

S Mullen clarified that no submissions / observations are invited for extension of duration applications and there is no appeal mechanism. 

194/12
PLANNING PROGRESS REPORT


The report was noted by the Members

195/12
CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES


On the proposition of Councillor M Doyle and seconded by Councillor C 

Keelan the Members agreed to adopt the Minutes of the CPG of the 18th June 2012.

On the proposition of Councillor M Dearey and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle the Members agreed to adopt the Minutes of the AGM of the 26th June 2012.

On the proposition of Councillor M Dearey and seconded by Councillor S Bellew the Members agreed to adopt the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the 26th June 2012.

On the proposition of Councillor M Dearey and seconded by Councillor S Bellew the Members agreed to adopt the Minutes of the Special Meeting of the 3rd July 2012.

196/12
MATTERS ARISING


Councillor M Dearey referred to Minute No 183/12 and queried when the 

updated report (development contributions) will be available.  D Storey advised that he understood that the report was being prepared by the Town Clerk.   Councillor M Bellew referred to Minute No 187/12 (Market Square Update) and proposed that the Resident Engineer Michael McGrath contact the people who attended the original meeting.   Councillor E O’Boyle supported the proposal and added that the meeting occurred in January 2012 and there was growing disquiet with those who attended the January meeting that their concerns were not being listened to.   Town Engineer C Duff responded that issues raised were not being ignored and those attending the January 2012 meeting will be facilitated with a further meeting.   C Duff advised the Members of a meeting that has been arranged with N.C.B.I.
Councillor C Keelan referred to Minute No 171/12 (Staff Listing) and D Storey advised that this will be forwarded in the next few days.   Councillor C Keelan referred to Minute No 180/12 (Naming of Open Space at Maxwell Row) Deputy County Manager J McGuinness advised that the Place Names Committee has not been used for naming open spaces.
Councillor J Green referred to Minute No 163/12 (Election of Cathaoirleach) and sought the correction of the Minute to record that Councillor H Todd proposed her for the position of Cathaoirleach and that the proposal was seconded by Councillor S Bellew.   The Members agreed to have this correction made.

197/12
PRESENTATION BY WHITELIGHT CONSULTING BY CON O’DONOGHUE, DIGITAL SWITCHOVER CHAMPION - LOUTH
The Members were given a PowerPoint presentation by Con O’Donoghue and following the Presentation Mr O’Donoghue clarified queries raised by the Members.   An Cathaoirleach thanked Mr O’Donoghue for his presentation.

198/12
HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT JULY 2012
Councillor K Meenan thanked all involved in the procurement of the Special Needs dwelling in Doolargy.  D Storey advised that inspections were ongoing under the Remedial Works Scheme in Glenmore.   

D Storey confirmed following a query from Councillor M Bellew that Social leasing units were taken for a minimum period of 10 years and that there was ongoing monitoring of expiry dates.   Councillor M Bellew expressed the view that he would prefer to see the Council constructing homes so that tenants would have an option to purchase them.   Councillor J Ryan supported this view adding that Part V acquisition figures were puzzling for him and he will raise this issue in the Housing SPC in LCC.   D Storey confirmed that Part V condition could be met by a developer providing either land, cash or units.
199/12
CAPITAL PROJECTS REPORT JULY 2012




The report was noted by the Members.

200/12
PROPOSED NEW SECONDARY SCHOOL IN DUNDALK
Deputy County Manager J McGuinness advised the Members that the Department of Education & Skills had sought assistance from the Council in identifying a suitable site in Dundalk for the construction of a new 1,000 pupil secondary school that was envisaged to open in September 2014.   J McGuinness was seeking a decision in principle from the Members to dispose of lands at Clarke’s forest as this site has been identified as most suitable.   In due course a formal section 183 Notice will be prepared for their consideration.   On the proposition of Councillor M Butler and seconded by Councillor M Dearey the Members agreed in principle to dispose of the land to the Department of Education & Skills for the construction of a school complex.

Councillor M Bellew advised that the site in question has been earmarked for a Forest Park and requested that a large useful area of the overall development be left available for use by the public.  He further requested that local residents be facilitated with sight of the proposals in any pre-planning discussions.   Deputy County Manager J McGuinness responded that pre-planning discussions with residents would be facilitated, there will be a reduction in the area of the public park and that after school hours access to the facilities could not be guaranteed as this would be a matter for the Trustees who will be appointed by the Department.   Councillor O Morgan welcomed the proposal that a school be constructed on this site.

201/12
REVISED ROADWORK’S PROGRAMME 2012 
The report was presented to the Members by C Duff, Town Engineer who answered queries raised by the Members.

202/12
STAPLETON PLACE CYCLE LANES UPDATE
Town Engineer, C Duff informed Members of changes that have been agreed following a constructive meeting with residents, Council officials and the consultant.   Two options for remedial works were presented to the residents and agreement was reached on Option No 2.   Members expressed satisfaction that a compromise solution had been found and hoped that lessons are learned for the future.   Councillor M Bellew proposed that the funding shortfall be sought and works completed.   Councillor M Doyle seconded the motion.
Councillor K Meenan suggested that a similar engagement occur with residents of Chapel Street who have voiced their concerns to him with works that have been carried out there.

Town Engineer, C Duff requested that any concerns be forwarded to DTC

203/12
REPLY TO COUNCILLOR J GREEN’S NOTICE OF MOTION MARCH MEETING 2012 IN REGARD TO BOLLARDS AT JAMES’ STREET, DUNDALK

The report was noted by the Members.


Councillor J Green proposed that funding be provided in next years budget to have the works carried out.   Councillor M Doyle supported the motion.   Councillor S Bellew remarked that a simple solution would be the deployment of Traffic Wardens at particular times to deal with motorist behaviour problems.

204/12
NOMINATION TO LOUTH CRAFTMARK LTD

On the proposition of Councillor M Bellew and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle it was agreed to defer this item.

205/12
CONFERENCES / EVENTS - TO APPROVE MEMBERS’ ATTENDANCE AT THE ENCLOSED CONFERENCES
On the proposition of Councillor E O’Boyle and seconded by Councillor M Doyle, the Members attendance at Conferences listed with the agenda and recorded in the Conference Register was approved.

206/12
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR MARIA DOYLE
“That this Council do not wait until the cycle paths works are completed before a specially convened meeting is called to discuss the issues which these works have raised as the works are still continuing 7 weeks after the expected completion date as indicted at our May monthly meeting”.
REPLY:  This is a matter for the Members; however, the procedure for calling a special meeting of the Council is governed by Article 4 of the Standing Orders of this Council.

The motion was seconded by Councillor C Keelan.


A number of Members spoke regarding the situation in Chapel Street.   Councillor M Doyle stated that she had refrained from mentioning Chapel Street as she wanted to raise that and other issues at a Special Meeting.


An Cathaoirleach J Green proposed the date of September 4th 2012 at 6.30pm to hold the Special Meeting and Councillor M Doyle seconded the proposal and the Members agreed to same.


Town Engineer C Duff advised that the report of the NTA official will be made available to the Members prior to the Special Meeting.
207/12
NOTICES OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR OLIVER MORGAN
1.       That the Manager compile and bring to this Planning Authority a report detailing progress in securing the objectives of our Development Plan, to include objectives achieved to date, objectives presently in course of implementation and objectives, which are impossible to achieve during the currency of our present Development Plan, with estimates as to when these latter objectives are likely to be secured.
REPLY: The Manager is required under Section 15 of the Planning & Development Act 2000 to give a report to the members of the planning authority, not more than two years after the making of the development plan, on the progress achieved in securing the objectives of the development plan.   This report was issued to the members on 24th November 2011. 

The motion was seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle

Councillor O Morgan noted the reply; however he does not recall receiving the report.   D Storey advised that the report was issued by way of registered post and that a further copy will be sent out.

 

2.       That this Planning Authority initiate the statutory process for varying our Development Plan to include, among other things, a specific objective of providing 24/7/365 low water boat launching facilities at a minimum of one location/point on our river/estuary/bay to facilitate life-saving search and rescue endeavours, recreational use of our sea-side location by the public of Dundalk and its wider environs and robust enhancement of our tourism offering.
REPLY: This is a matter for the members



The proposal was seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle.

Councillor O Morgan stated that if a low water launch facility was in place that the life of Stephen Fergus RIP may have been saved.

Councillor S Bellew disagreed with the motion as he believes that a number of objectives already contained in the Development Plan cover for the type of development proposed in the motion.   Policies are framed in broad terms and do not necessitate specifics.   Councillor M Dearey agreed in general with Councillor S Bellew, and failed also to see the purpose of the motion.   Councillor E O’Boyle queried what has been achieved to date to realise the ambitions of the Development Plan and called on the executive to support the objective of providing the low water launch facility.   D Storey advised that if a process was initiated to vary the plan that such a variation would need to be specific and that next year a review of the plan was required and it could be looked at then.   Town Engineer C Duff advised that there was no wording in the Development Plan which would be an obstruction to the type of development proposed.
________________________________________________________________________

208/12
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR EAMONN O’BOYLE
“That the elected members of this Council be given a full up-to-date review/report on the roll-out and connectivity of the current and proposed new cycle lanes throughout this Town as well as on the refurbishment of our Town Square, which review/report to include full details on the costs involved; the sources of revenue available for such costs; the provision, proposed location and use of controlled pedestrian crossings and other safety devices that are known to protect pedestrians and all other road users; the level of on-going public consultation taking place and the use being made of public comments and suggestions coming in; as well as giving a number of examples of cities/towns in Europe or elsewhere where the type of cycle-ways that are being constructed in Dundalk have been clearly shown to be successfully working and safe for all road users, especially for cyclists and pedestrians”.

The motion was seconded by Councillor M Doyle.


Councillor E O’Boyle asked could his motion form part of the discussion for the Special Meeting.   

209/12
NOTICES OF QUESTION – COUNCILLOR OLIVER MORGAN
1. Why are there several plots of land in the Lower Point Road area, which are patently completely unsuitable and inappropriate for residential development, designated in the objectives of this Planning Authority’s Development Plan, as desirable places on which to build estates of houses?
REPLY: Any land zoned as residential in the development plan, were so designated by the members when the plan was adopted. 

Councillor O Morgan responded that the reply was fine.
2. When is the Town Clerk going to answer my email of 13th June 2012 in 
respect of the area of land which is bounded by the Marshes Road, the Marshes car park, the ALDI car park, Dublin Providers Ltd fence and Bishop’s Court/Meadow Grove with a view to entering into negotiations with Dundalk Gaels GFC and other interested clubs for the appropriate development and recreational use of the land?
 
REPLY: The Town Clerk only received a copy of Councillor Morgan’s email of 13th June 2012 on 17th July 2012 and will be replied to in course.

Councillor O Morgan stated that he was bemused with the reply as he had a copy of the email that he states was sent on 13th June 2012.

3. When is the 10.85 acre natural habitat/floodplain/soccer-pitch land, 
which is presently in private ownership, which is fenced off from public use, and which is being used to graze 11 horses going to be taken into public ownership and use?

REPLY: There are no plans to take this land into public ownership by this Council.

Councillor O Morgan noted the reply.

210/12
RESOLUTION

Noted.
211/12
CORRESPONDENCE

Councillor M Butler referred to letter from Department of Transport, Tourism & Sport and requested that the Town Engineer keep the Members up to date on funding availability.

Councillor M Butler also sent congratulations to Dundalk Tidy Towns Committee and Council for shortlisting in the awards for the Open 24 Hour Art Gallery.
There being no further business the meeting concluded with prayers at 9.35 pm

Minutes confirmed at meeting

held on the ___________  day of ___________________ 2012
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CATHAOIRLEACH









_____________________










CLEIREACH AN BHAILE
