DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING OF DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL, HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, DUNDALK, ON TUESDAY 24th JANUARY 2012
PRESENT
Cathaoirleach, Councillor M Butler, presided.

ALSO PRESENT

Councillor S Bellew, Councillor C Keelan, Councillor O Morgan, Councillor M Doyle, Councillor E O’Boyle, Councillor H Todd, Councillor J Green, Councillor K Meenan, Councillor M Bellew and Councillor J Ryan.
Members of Louth County Council: Councillor L English, Councillor O Tully, Councillor E Corrigan, Councillor T Sharkey and Councillor J Loughran.
Senator J D’Arcy
IN ATTENDANCE
Mr C Murray, County Manager
Mr F Pentony, Director of Services & Town Clerk

Mr D Storey, Senior Executive Officer

Ms C Duff, Town Engineer

Mr J Lawrence, Administrative Officer

Ms S Mullen, Senior Executive Planner
Ms J Smith, Administrative Officer

Mr B Lynch, Financial Management Accountant
Mr E Woulfe, Chief Fire Officer
Ms A McDonnell, Senior Staff Officer
012/12
PRESENTATION FROM PAT MCARDLE ON A NEWRY / DUNDALK CROSS BORDER ECONOMIC ZONE

A presentation was made by Pat McArdle and Paddy Malone on a Newry/Dundalk cross border economic zone.  Cathaoirleach Councillor M Butler thanked Pat and Paddy for their presentations.  Councillor M Bellew said he hoped that this report would not be just another report gathering dust on the shelf.  He suggested that maybe the Members of Dundalk Town Council and Louth County Council could get together in a workshop setting to work on how this can be moved forward.  Conn Murray acknowledged all the work and information gathering done by Pat McArdle.  He said he thought Councillor M Bellew’s suggestion is a step in the right direction.  He said he would have no difficulty coming back to the Members to keep them informed of what areas have been advanced.  Councillor E Corrigan also thanked Pat and Paddy for their presentation.  Councillor T Sharkey said we will need to have the answers ready if we are going to look for funding in the future.
__________________________________________________________________________

Prayers

__________________________________________________________________________

013/12
PLANNING AND RELATED MATTERS






11/136
Elizabeth Tumulty


Permission for single storey 








extension at side of house and 








garage in front garden at 23 Castle Park.











The members were informed that this application was invalid.

11/137
Health Service Executive

Permission for demolition of  







existing doctor’s surgery and







construction of new Children &







Family Services building at







Louth County Hospital, Dublin Road.

There was no recommendation in this case.

11/138
Conor Lally



Permission for construction of








new dwelling to rear of 29






 

Mount Avenue.
There was no recommendation in this case.

11/139
Dundalk Racecourse,

Extension of duration of planning  








permission 06/228 which consists





           

of A & R Russell & Associaate








Developments Ltd. intention to 








apply for full planning permission








for hotel at Dundalk Racecourse








Racecourse Road.













There was no recommendation in this case.

11/140
Oliver Connolly,


Permission for two storey  








extension to rear of house 








at 31 McSweeney Street.







The members were informed that this application was invalid.

11/141
Michael Woods


Permission for amendment of site 








boundary to incorporate additional 








land to west of existing property








and construction of 1.8m high








block wall, at 42 Castle Heights.

There was no recommendation in this case.

11/142
PJ Boyle



Permission for new single storey








veterinary surgery at Inner Relief Road.

There was no recommendation in this case.

11/143
Post Polio Support Group Ire. 
Retention of existing signage and








permission for additional signage








at Unit 3 & 4 Northlink Retail Park








Coes Road.

There was no recommendation in this case.

11/144
Elizabeth Tumulty


Permission for single storey 








extension to side of dwelling








and garage in front garden at








23 Castle Park.

There was no recommendation in this case.

11/145
Bushgrove Ltd.,


Retention of mezzanine floor level








over part area of unit 37 at








Marshes Shopping Centre.

There was no recommendation in this case.

11/146
Dundalk Racecourse 

Extension of duration of planning








permission ref. 06/228 at








Racecourse Road.

The members were informed that this application was invalid

11/147
Telefonica Ireland Ltd.

Retention permission for existing








base station installation on rooftop








at Imperial Hotel, Park Street.

There was no recommendation in this case.

11/148
Niall Morgan



Permission for single storey side 








and rear extension at 








57 Meadow View, Avondale.

There was no recommendation in this case.

11/149
Dundalk Institute of Technology
Permission for removal of 2 no








existing front entrance doors and








replacing with new revolving door,








2 no fire escape double doors and








1 no universal access door at








Dundalk Institute of Technology Dublin Road.

There was no recommendation in this case.

11/150
Health Service Executive NE,
Permission to consist on








construction of single storey








extension to existing








Colo-Rectal unit, new fenced








enclosure for clinical waste 








compound etc., at








Louth County Hospital








Dublin Road.

There was no recommendation in this case.

12/1

Clear Channel Ireland Ltd.

Retention of existing illuminated








prismatic advertising billboard at








Connollys Yard 








(adjoining Maxwell Terrace)








Newry Road (R132).

There was no recommendation in this case.

12/2

Gerard Higgins,


Permission for extension to side








and rear of dwelling at 216 Ard Easmuinn.

There was no recommendation in this case.

12/3

Paul McArdle



Extension of duration of planning








permission ref 07/10 for 








construction of 16 no dwellings at








Hoeys Lane.

There was no recommendation in this case.

__________________________________________________________________________

014/12
CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES
On the proposition of Councillor M Bellew, and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle the minutes of the Planning MPC Meeting held on 29th November 2011 were adopted.

On the proposition of Councillor H Todd, and seconded by Councillor O Morgan, the minutes of the Combined Planning & Monthly Meeting held on the 13th December 2011 were adopted.

Councillor M Bellew proposed that Minute 283/11 of the Budget Meeting held on 20th December 2011 be changed to reflect that he said that the Council should spend at least the same amount of money on Castletown Graveyard as we spent in 2011.  The change was seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle.  

On the proposition of Councillor E O’Boyle, and seconded by Councillor M Bellew, the minutes (as amended) of the Budget Meeting held on the 20th December 2011 were adopted.




__________________________________________________________________________









015/12
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES
Councillor E O’Boyle referred to Minute 265/11 (Combined Planning and Monthly Meeting held on the 13th December 2011) – He advised that he has been informed that some funding has become available and that the Council may now be in a position to proceed with the plasma screen at the Square.  David Storey advised that he met recently with a company who are going to put forward a proposal for the screen and he will bring same back to the Members for consideration.
Councillor C Keelan referred to Minute 277/11 (Combined Planning and Monthly Meeting held on the 13th December 2011) – He asked if there had been any response from the ESB and Catherine Duff advised that there was no response as yet.
__________________________________________________________________________
016/12
DEPUTATION FROM LOWER POINT ROAD RESIDENTS
Cathaoirleach, Councillor M Butler, advised that the Lower Point Road Residents had contacted her to ask if they could defer their deputation to a future meeting.  On the proposition of Councillor E O’Boyle and seconded by Councillor H Todd, it was agreed to defer the deputation to a future meeting.

017/12
HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT JANUARY 2012

David Storey went through the report for the Members.  The Tenant Purchase Scheme introduced in 2011 has now ceased, however the 1995 Scheme is still in place and the Department is currently considering whether or not to extend that scheme. 
__________________________________________________________________________
018/12
PROGRESS REPORT JANUARY 2012
The Report was noted by the Members.

__________________________________________________________________________
019/12
STATUTORY AUDIT REPORT FOR YEAR ENDING 31ST DECEMBER 2010
Councillor E O’Boyle asked how our collection levels compare to other local authorities.  Frank Pentony advised that our collection levels are probably slightly lower.  He said that if Rate Payers are in trouble they should contact the Council early in the year to make an arrangement to pay by instalments.  Councillor M Doyle said she was concerned that the Auditor had noted a number of instances where the Council is not complying with national procurement guidelines and our own procurement and purchasing procedures.  She also remarked on the Manager’s responses to same.  Frank Pentony said that the legal costs referred to by the Auditor were for specific services e.g. arbitration and while we may not have sought tenders we would have used legal representation that had been tendered by Louth County Council.  He said the reason we did not follow procurement procedures in relation to the pay parking tickets and electronic handheld meter readers was because Dundalk Town Council had to purchase tickets/readers compatible with the meters and that meant purchasing from the company who originally provided the meters and currently maintain them. He said the Auditor and the Department had no issue with our responses in the report. 
Conn Murray added that the Council ensures that when it comes to the organisation’s money we get best value for money.  Councillor M Doyle said she hoped that these issues would not appear again in the 2011 Audit Report.  Councillor S Bellew agreed with Councillor Doyle and said that the Council should review its tendering procedures/processes.  Cathaoirleach, Councillor M Butler asked that the Members be informed when the new licence agreement is in place between the Council and the Swimming Pool Management Company.  The Statutory Audit Report for year ending 31st December 2010 was proposed by Councillor J Ryan and seconded by Councillor M Bellew.
_________________________________________________________________________


020/12
AUDITED ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR YEAR ENDING 31ST DECEMBER 2010
The audited Annual Financial Statement for year ending 31st December 2010 was proposed by Councillor E O’Boyle and seconded by Councillor M Bellew.
__________________________________________________________________________
021/12
PART III OF THE GAMING & LOTTERIES ACT 1956

Frank Pentony advised that if the Members decide to extend Part III of the Gaming & Lotteries Act, 1956 to the area at Racecourse Road, Dundalk, the next step would be to publish a Notice of our intention to do so.  It is not a public consultation and we do not invite submissions.  The Members have one month from the date of the Notice to extend Part III to that area.  On the proposition of Councillor E O’Boyle and seconded by Councillor H Todd, it was agreed to defer this item to the February 2012 monthly meeting and in the meantime a sample of the Notice will be sent to the Members. 
__________________________________________________________________________
022/12
PART VIII PLANNING REPORT DUNDALK FIRE SERVICE TRAINING CENTRE EXTENSION

On the proposition of Councillor M Bellew and seconded by Councillor H Todd, it was agreed to defer this item to the February 2012 monthly meeting.  Sinead Mullen advised that the decision must be made by the Members six weeks from the date that Manager’s Report was circulated to the Members i.e. by 28th February 2012.
__________________________________________________________________________
023/12
PRESS RELEASE IBAL SURVEY

Frank Pentony advised that Dundalk was ranked 29th out of 53 towns and cities surveyed.  He said this was a slight improvement over 2010.  He acknowledged all the hard work and effort of the staff in the Parks/Environment Department.  Dundalk was also one of 9 towns to be awarded the IBAL Sustained Excellence Award in recognition of being deemed ‘Clean to European Norms’ for 5 years in a row.  The Council will receive a birch tree for planting.  Cathaoirleach, Councillor M Butler echoed the words of the Town Clerk and said any improvement is welcome.  She also acknowledged all the work of everyone involved.  Councillor J Ryan asked if grass cutting is to be contracted out by the Council.  Frank Pentony advised that this is under consideration.  Councillor Ryan asked if this will result in any loss of employment.  Frank Pentony said it will just mean that staff may be redeployed to replace staff who have retired.  Councillor H Todd asked if contracting out the grass cutting would work out to be less costly.  Catherine Duff said she did not know yet.  Conn Murray said the Council has to look at ways it can better utilise its resources. 

________________________________________________________________________











024/12
PERSONAL ACCIDENT SCHEMES (A & B) – ELECTED MEMBERS

For the information of the Members.
__________________________________________________________________________

025/12
NOMINATION TO LOUTH COUNTY DEVELOPMENT BOARD (1 NO)    (DEFERRED NOV 2011 MEETING)

Cathaoirleach, Councillor M Butler, on the proposition of Councillor M Bellew and seconded by Councillor M Doyle, was elected Dundalk Town Council’s nomination to Louth County Development Board.
__________________________________________________________________________

026/12
DRAFT POLICY ON TAKE AWAY & RESTAURANT OPENING HOURS
Councillor M Bellew thanked all the Members of the Planning MPC and said the committee was an excellent example of everyone working well together.  The Policy on Take Away & Restaurant Opening Hours as circulated was proposed by Councillor M Bellew and seconded by Councillor K Meenan.
__________________________________________________________________________
027/12
DRAFT POLICY ON LICENCING OF APPLIANCES, CABLES AND ADVERTISING STRUCTURES ON PUBLIC ROADS.   (SECTION 254)

Councillor M Bellew thanked the Members of the Planning MPC for all their work on the drafting of the policy.  He proposed that the Council write to the Minister in relation to setting our own pricing structure for the licence fees.  This was seconded by Cathaoirleach, Councillor M Butler.  The Policy on Licencing of Appliances, Cables and Advertising Structures on Public Roads (Section 254) as circulated was proposed by Councillor C Keelan and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle.  
__________________________________________________________________________

028/12
ETHICS REGISTER

Frank Pentony reminded the Members to submit their Declarations to the Town Clerks Section by the end of the month.
_________________________________________________________________________

029/12
CONFERENCES / EVENTS - TO APPROVE MEMBERS’ ATTENDANCE AT THE ENCLOSED CONFERENCES

On the proposition of Councillor E O’Boyle, seconded by Councillor J Ryan, the Members attendance at Conferences listed with the agenda and recorded in the Conference Register was approved.  



__________________________________________________________________________
030/12
NOTICES OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR KEVIN MEENAN
1. “That this Council reduces pay parking to 75cent per hour for a trial period or longer to encourage shoppers back into the Town Centre”

The motion was seconded by Councillor J Green.

Councillor Meenan said that €1.30 was a deterrent to people coming in to park in the Town.  David Storey said the Budget had been adopted in December with the pay parking charge to remain the same.  If the Council was to reduce the pay parking fee to 75 cent our income would reduce by approx. €307,000.  He said we will have to identify a programme group where the savings will have to be made.  Some other service will suffer.  Councillor Meenan said he did not see it that way.  He believed that by reducing the charge we would be encouraging more people to park in town and as a result increase our pay parking income.  Councillor S Bellew agreed with Councillor Meenan and said it should be brought in on a trial for 3 months.  David Storey said evidence does not back up the belief that our income will go up if we reduce pay parking and he reminded the Members that when the charge was reduced to €1.00 for 8 months last year there was no increase in income.  Cathaoirleach, Councillor M Butler said there is an argument for and against but she also felt it was worth giving it a try for 3 months.  Conn Murray said we have only gone through the Budget process and now 3/4 weeks later we are talking about reducing the pay parking charge.  He suggested giving it 3 months before making a decision.  Councillor K Meenan advised that he would withdraw the Motion with a view to resubmitting it again in April.  The Members agreed to same.  Councillor J Ryan asked that the Members be provided with a report at the April meeting on pay parking performance for the first quarter of 2012.  Councillor C Keelan also asked that the pay parking revenue for the long term car parks be included in the report.  Frank Pentony said he would not want that information in the public domain.  Cathaoirleach, Councillor M Butler said this could be made available to the Members in committee.
2. “That this Council send a deputation to meet Management at Dunnes Stores in regard to the Park Street Shop”.

The Motion was seconded by Councillor J Green.

Councillor Meenan asked if the Cathaoirleach would write to Dunnes Stores and she said she would discuss with Councillor Meenan after the meeting.

031/12
NOTICES OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR EAMONN O’BOYLE
Notice of Motion 1) Minimising danger to road users on Mount Avenue Road. 

1. “That this Council provide a continuous footpath on at least one side of the Mount Avenue Road from the Carrickmacross Road to the Castleblayney Road, in order to alleviate the extreme danger which threatens pedestrians, particularly children, the physically impaired and cyclists who are forced  to use this highly dangerous public road.
The Motion was seconded by Councillor M Doyle.

Councillor E O’Boyle said he appreciated that money was scarce but he asked that it be given priority if funding becomes available.  Catherine Duff advised that this is an objective of the Development Plan.  The Council has already approved the Part 8 but there is no funding at present.
Notice of Motion 2) Recording/Broadcasting of Council’s Monthly Meetings. 

2. That this Council’s Executive engage with Dundalk FM100 Community Radio, Louth Internet Radio (LIR) and LM/FM radio to discuss the recording and broadcasting of proceedings at meetings of our Council in order to enhance democratic awareness, participation and inclusiveness in our Local Government, with a view to bring a report to the February Monthly Meeting of our Council.
The Motion was seconded by Councillor O Morgan.

Councillor J Ryan said he thought the Members had previously discussed this matter and had been given some information on the cost of same.  Frank Pentony advised that there had been correspondence with Dundalk FM and LIR.  He said we have not provided for this expenditure in our Budget.  It would also require an amendment to Standing Orders.  Frank Pentony said that the big danger with this is that everything said at the meeting will be recorded and not just the decisions made.  He said there would also be the question of editorial control.  Councillor M Bellew said there is an argument for and against but he felt the Minutes already give a good reflection of the meeting.  Councillor C Keelan said that he would also have concerns regarding editorial control.  He also wondered about the level of interest there would be.  He said the Minutes are considered to be of a good level and will continue to be.  Councillor O’Boyle said he would like to have this looked at and he suggested that maybe a sub committee or one of the MPC’s could examine the idea more closely.  
_________________________________________________________________________

032/12
    NOTICES OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR OLIVER MORGAN
1. “That this Council, in due, diligent and judicious exercise of the powers vested in us and the duty imposed on us by Section 12 Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended), proceed to initiate the statutory process for varying the Dundalk and Environs Development Plan 2009-2015 in respect of the several plots of land in the Point Road area which are presently inappropriately zoned and any other such mis-zoned land in the plan area”.

The Motion was not seconded and is deemed to be dropped.

2. “That, in view of the damage caused to the Dundalk Sub-Aqua boat in the course of their recent tragic search and recover mission, this Council meet, as a matter of urgency, with the Dundalk Sub-Aqua and Rescue Club, the Louth Environmental Group and the owner of the Connick’s Patent Slip at the Dundalk Shipyard for the objective of providing 24/7/365 low-water access to the Castletown River and Dundalk Bay for the “999” sea and river rescue service which has been of such immense benefit and credit to Dundalk and the wider all-Ireland community over the past decade, in order to ensure that no life is lost in the water or damage again done to life-saving craft because no adequate launching facility exists.

The Motion was seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle.
Councillor J Ryan said that if Dundalk Sub Aqua want a meeting with the Council they should put in a request in writing.  Councillor Ryan said he could not see the role LEG has in all of this.  Councillor M Doyle said she supported Councillor Ryan’s suggestion.  Councillors E O’Boyle said Dundalk Sub Aqua provide a valuable service up and down the Country.  Councillor C Keelan said he did not see the need to meet LEG or Connick.  Cathaoirleach, Councillor M Butler said she has been told that the Shipyard is probably not the best location for a slip.  Frank Pentony confirmed that if he received a request for a meeting from Dundalk Sub Aqua he would meet them.  The Council has leased an area of land to them at Soldiers Point.  However, we do not own any land with frontage onto the Castletown River.  Councillor K Meenan proposed that the Council meet Dundalk Sub Aqua only.  Councillor S Bellew seconded this proposal.  However Councillor Ryan pointed out that Dundalk Sub Aqua have not actually requested a meeting with the Council and so he put forward a counter proposal that the Council write to Dundalk Sub Aqua telling them that if they want a meeting with the Council they should put in a request in writing.  This was seconded by Councillor H Todd  
There was a show of hands
In favour: 10
Against: 0

Abstain: 1

Councillor Ryan’s proposal was carried.
__________________________________________________________________________

033/12
NOTICES OF QUESTION – COUNCILLOR OLIVER MORGAN
1. Could we have a list of all the property which has been dealt on, offers made for, sold or leased by this Council since 2000, what prices/terms were agreed and which properties have been paid for in full, or in part, or not at all?

Answer:

The detailed information requested is not readily available in one area of the Council records and will require a significant use of scarce resources (which are not available) to provide same.   However, the detail of any land purchased by this Council in the previous seven years was provided at the July 2010 meeting and I set this out below:

Point Road (5 Acres)       €6.2m             
 Housing Construction    vacant

Barrack Street              €0.500m          
 Housing Construction    Built

Glenwood, Dublin Rd €0.500m                Housing Construction    Built 

Mount Avenue (7 acres)   €3.4m              Housing Construction    vacant 

Red Barns Road             €0.24m              Road Improvement        Built
The Council has not purchased any additional land since the Point Road, other than individual houses, and any disposals are, of course, subject to the Council’s approval under section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001.
Frank Pentony advised that if Councillor Morgan has a query regarding a specific area of land to let him know and he will check it out and supply details.
2. Does the Manager intend to comply with the Statutory duty imposed on him by Section 15 (2) Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) to prepare and bring to Council a report to the Members of our Planning Authority on the progress achieved by him, since the making of our Dundalk and Environs Development Plan 2009-2015, in securing the objectives of our plan?

Answer:
The Manager is well aware of his obligations under Section 15 (2) of the Planning & Development Act 2010 and issued his report to the members on 24th November 2011
The answer was accepted by Councillor Morgan.
3. What is the medium to long-term intention of the Manager in respect of the 3.5 acres of this Council’s wasteland/rubbish dump at the rear of Nos 50-60 St Nicholas Avenue and how long is it envisaged by the Manager these objectives will take to achieve?

Answer:
Firstly, the land referred to is not wasteland or a rubbish dump.  The Council acknowledges that some indiscriminate dumping has taken place and it is planned to take immediate measures to help eliminate this problem.   The land itself is zoned recreation, amenity and open space in the development plan and is the site of the Boyle O’Reilly pumping station, which covers approximately one third of the site.  There are no immediate plans to develop the site.

Councillor Morgan was not happy with the answer.  He did not have a supplementary question.

__________________________________________________________________________ 
034/12
NOTICE OF QUESTION – COUNCILLOR SEÁN BELLEW
How much money has Dundalk Town Council spent on the provision of bicycle lanes, bicycle parking spaces and other associated works for cycling in the period 1st January 2010 to 31st December 2011?

Catherine Duff advised that she will provide the answer to same at the February 2012 monthly meeting.

035/12
RESOLUTIONS
Councillor M Doyle said she supported the resolution of South Dublin County Council.
__________________________________________________________________________
036/12
CORRESPONDENCE



Correspondence was noted by the Members.
__________________________________________________________________________
The Meeting ended with prayers at 9.20 p.m.
Minutes confirmed at Meeting

Held on the             day of                                2012
                                                                                           _____________________

                                                                                               CATHAOIRLEACH





     ________________________
                                                                                             CLEIREACH AN BHAILE
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