DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING OF DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL, HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, DUNDALK, ON TUESDAY 28TH FEBRUARY 2012
PRESENT

Cathaoirleach, Councillor M Butler, presided.

ALSO PRESENT

Councillor M Bellew, Councillor S Bellew, Councillor M Doyle, Councillor J Green, Councillor M Dearey, Councillor C Keelan, Councillor K Meenan, Councillor O Morgan, Councillor E O’Boyle, Councillor J Ryan and Councillor H Todd
IN ATTENDANCE

C Murray, County Manager

F Pentony, Director of Services and Town Clerk

D Storey, Senior Executive Officer

C Duff, Town Engineer

J Lawrence, Administrative Officer

S Mullen Senior Executive Planner

049/12
VOTES OF SYMPATHY
On the proposition of Councillor M Butler and seconded by Councillor C Keelan, the members agreed to extend a vote of sympathy to the family of the late Peter Dixon.
On the proposition of Councillor M Butler and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle, the members agreed to extend a vote of sympathy to the family of the late Celine McGahon.

On the proposition of Councillor M Butler and seconded by Councillor C Keelan, the members agreed to extend a vote of sympathy to the family of the late Jimmy Dobbs.

On the proposition of Councillor M Butler and seconded by Councillor K Meenan, the members agreed to extend a vote of sympathy to the family of the late Stephen Fergus.

On the proposition of Councillor M Butler and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle, the members agreed to extend a vote of sympathy to the family of the late Philip Gunne.

On the proposition of Councillor M Butler and seconded by Councillor O Morgan, the members agreed to extend a vote of sympathy to the family of the late Jeanne Veerkamp.

050/12
PLANNING AND RELATED MATTERS
12/1Clear Channel Ireland Ltd
Retention of an existing 3.05m x 6.1m illuminated prismatic advertising billboard
Connolly’s


Yard (adjoining Maxwell Tce,


Newry Road (R132), Dundalk

S Mullen confirmed that the temporary permission on this sign had expired.

12/2
Gerard Higgins


Permission for an extension to the 







side and rear of the dwelling 216







Ard Easmuinn, Dundalk

There was no comment in this case
12/3
Pat McArdle



Extension of Duration of planning







permission ref 07/10 which consists




of permission for construction of 16 




no. dwellings incorporating (1) 4 no.




house type 1 (2 storey terraced 

dwellings comprising 4 bedrooms) (2) 8 no. house type 2 (3 semi-detached dormer dwellings) (3) 4 no. house type 3 (2 bed apartments in a 2 storey block) (4) demolition of an existing dwellinghouse (5) all associated site development works Hoey’s Lane, Dundalk
There was no comment in this case

12/4
Kevin McCartney


Permission for a dwellinghouse &

associated site development works, 

Lower Point Road, Dundalk

There was no comment in this case

12/5
Town Clerk’s Office DTC

Permission for 1) the construction of 

a single storey extension (c. 1380m2) to the side of the existing Leisure Centre comprising a community / multi purpose community hall including toilet & storage area 2) the construction of a glazed link corridor & new entrance & 3) associated sited development works, landscaping & services, St Alphonsus Road, Dundalk

The Members were informed that this application was withdrawn and 

has been resubmitted.

12/6
Housing Section DTC

Permission for 1) Refurbishment of 

existing sports centre facility to provide for enhanced facilities including offices & staff facilities such as canteen / shower & changing rooms, assisted changing facility / multi-purpose room / treatment rooms / viewing room to main hall / lift facility 2) refurbishment of existing sports centre facility to provide for new front façade 3) construction of new entrance on east elevation of the site 4) associated site development works, landscaping including bicycle parking & services Dundalk Town Council Sports Centre, Muirhevnamor, Dundalk.

There was no comment in this case

051/12
CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES
On the proposition of Councillor M Doyle, and seconded by Councillor H Todd the minutes of Infrastructure MPC meeting held on the 8th November 2011, were adopted.

On the proposition of Councillor M Doyle, and seconded by Councillor O Morgan the minutes of the Infrastructure MPC meeting held on the 17th January 2012, were adopted.

On the proposition of Councillor O Morgan, and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle the minutes of the Monthly Meeting on the 24th January 2012, were adopted.

052/12
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES
Councillor C Keelan referred to Minute No 015/12 and Mr D Storey, confirmed that the installation of a temporary large screen for the European Football Championship finals was being considered.   C Duff advised that she would check out the situation with the ESB and report back to the Members.
Councillor M Doyle queried the up-to-date position regarding receiving a deputation form Dundalk Sub Aqua Club.  F Pentony advised that he met recently with the Dundalk Sub Aqua Club and discussions were ongoing.   The Members may by resolution decide to receive a deputation, however, to date no request has been received.
Councillor M Bellew referred to Minute No 027/12 (Section 254 policy) and queried whether the letter had issued to the Minister.   S Mullen advised that the letter has been prepared and was awaiting the appropriate signature.

053/12
FILLING OF CASUAL VACANCY
The Director of Services and Town Clerk F Pentony advised the Members that Mr Mark Dearey has been nominated by the Green Party to fill the vacancy and he has accepted the nomination and therefore the process for his co-option was complete, Councillor M Dearey was invited by An Cathaoirleach to take his seat.   An Cathaoirleach thanked Mr Ollan Herr for his service as a Town Councillor and this was seconded by Councillor C Keelan.   Councillor M Deary replied with thanks for An Cathaoirleach and former Councillor Ollan Herr.
054/12
NOMINATION OF MEMBER TO THE INFRASTRUCTURE MPC
Councillor M Dearey, was proposed by Councillor S Bellew and seconded by Councillor C Keelan, and it was agreed by the Members.
055/12
NOMINATION OF MEMBER TO THE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT MPC
Councillor M Dearey, was proposed by Councillor S Bellew and seconded by Councillor C Keelan, and it was agreed by the Members.
056/12
NOMINATION OF MEMBER TO DUNDALK DRUGS ADVISORY GROUP
Councillor M Dearey, was proposed by Councillor C Keelan and seconded by Councillor S Bellew, and it was agreed by the Members.

057/12
NOMINATION TO DUNDALK JOINT BURIAL BOARD
On the proposition of An Cathaoirleach, M Butler, and seconded by Councillor M Bellew, it was agreed by the Members to seek clarification on the number of Councillors who serve on the Dundalk Joint Burial Board.
058/12
HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT FEBRUARY 2012


Noted.

059/12
PROGRESS REPORT FEBRUARY 2012


Noted.

060/12
PART III OF THE GAMING & LOTTERIES ACT 1956


S Mullen outlined the Planning history on the site in question and confirmed that there was no prohibition on the type of amusements that could be contained within the facility.   Members expressed surprise that there was no provision for a public consultation process in the legislation.
On the proposition of Councillor K Meenan and seconded by Councillor C Keelan the Members, on a show of hands, 9 in favour, 3 against, agreed to publish the notice of their intention as required under the legislation and make a decision on the issue after a period of one to two months.

061/12
PART VIII PLANNING REPORT DUNDALK FIRE SERVICE TRAINING 



CENTRE EXTENSION
On the proposition of Councillor M Bellew and seconded by Councillor O Morgan the Members agreed that the development proceed as outlined in the Manager’s Report subject to the following amendments:-

1. The proposed entrance onto Meadow Grove will be omitted, and the existing entrance will be used.

2. The gas tank will be moved a further 2 metres away from houses and will be shielded by a wall at the residents’ side which extends further than both ends of it, to comply with IS 3216.

3. A concrete post and plank wall can be constructed between the site at the rear of Nos. 14/15 Bishops Court.   A concrete wall will be constructed along the Meadow Grove boundary extending to the rear of the Bishops Court houses.

4. As many trees as possible will be retained.

5. The footpath along the Meadow Grove (south side) will be reinstated.

6. The issue of noise/fumes will be brought to the attention of the Station Officer and will be minimised.

7. The training yard and BA building will be only used during the normal working hours.

Councillor M Bellew thanked the residents of Meadow Grove and officials of Dundalk Town Council for the manner in which this Part VIII has been brought to a satisfactory conclusion.

062/12
SMARTER TRAVEL UPDATE
Town Engineer, C Duff gave the Members an update on progress and achievements to date.  C Duff clarified that free car parking for a limited time was available to persons participating in the Park and Stride Scheme.  Responding to adverse comments and queries on the works at Stapleton Place from some Members C Duff advised that the issues referred to can and will be addressed and that the background information is that these schemes do work and should not be judged until they are completed.   C Duff queried do we wish to encourage walking and cycling and, if so, it is necessary to provide the appropriate facilities to enable this.   Councillor S Bellew remarked that the deployment of our Traffic Wardens outside St Vincent’s School or other schools where necessary at the appropriate time could resolve some traffic issues at such locations.   Councillor E O’Boyle queried whether a possibility of funding for Dundalk could arise should the three successful bidders get a good return on the investment.   C Duff responded that there was a long term possibility.  Councillor K Meenan suggested that as this process was carried out in stages that it was opportune to review progress and achievements as stages become complete.   Councillor J Ryan enquired whether the loss of funding for the Smarter Travel Bid would impact on completion of the plan and C Duff responded that the completion of works for Stapleton Place and other locations would require funding in the region of €80K from DTC funds.

The County Manager remarked that DTC were fortunate to win the Smarter Travel Schools Bid and it was always the Council’s intention should additional funding become available to continue with our policy of cycling and walking networks, and that there are opportunities to learn lessons form each step of the delivery of the policy.   We will all be required to exercise patience as the policy is implemented.

063/12
PROPOSED AMENDED BYE-LAWS TAXI STANDS
Councillor C Keelan, Chairman of Infrastructure MPC thanked all participants in the formulation of the new Bye-Laws and proposed same for public display as required under Legislation.   Councillor M Doyle seconded the proposal and the Members agreed to put the draft Bye-Laws on public display.
064/12
REVIEW OF THE BUSINESS INCENTIVE DISTRICT SCHEME
D Storey advised the Members on recent representations for the Scheme to be extended to additional areas of the town.   He further advised that generally securing finance for new business ventures was the issue with the small number of grants that have been taken up.   As this was a grant scheme and not a Rates relief scheme the timeframe indicated in the scheme could not be shortened.

On the proposition of Councillor M Bellew and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle the Members agreed that one Member from each of the five groupings on the Council will meet to review the scheme.

065/12
CONFERENCES / EVENTS - TO APPROVE MEMBERS’ ATTENDANCE AT THE ENCLOSED CONFERENCES

On the proposition of Councillor E O’Boyle, seconded by Councillor M Bellew, the Members attendance at Conferences listed with the agenda and recorded in the Conference Register was approved.  

066/12
Notice of Motion – Councillor Maria Doyle

“That this Council conducts a full review of the works carried out on Stapleton place. This review should include

·  Impact on traffic congestion in the immediate and surrounding areas.

·  How the pedestrian crossing at the bottom of Stapleton Place will further impact on traffic.

· Safety of residents when alighting from and gaining access to their cars.

·  Consultation with residents as to how the works have affected them. 

· Impact on the aesthetics of what was previously one of the most attractive streets in the town.”
The motion was seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle

Councillor M Doyle expressed her dissatisfaction with the works carried out and advised the meeting that residents, Gardai and Grammar School were of a similar view.   Concerns regarding safety and lack of consultation were the main issues.   C Duff advised that as additional funding had been received from the Department with expected quick drawdown of these funds the normal consultation process did not occur.  However, C Duff pointed out that the cycling and walking network routes have been incorporated into the Development Plan.   Contributions from Councillors E O’Boyle, M Bellew, S Bellew, M Dearey, K Meenan, C Keelan and J Ryan followed.

C Duff responded that safety concerns will be examined in the context of the stage III safety review upon completion of the works.   Councillor M Doyle requested that the works undertaken to date be undone.

067/12
Notice of Motion – Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle
Notice of Motion: Free car parking in Dundalk on one Saturday per month. 

“That this Council grants free car parking in Dundalk on one designated Saturday each month to stimulate more shopping activity within Dundalk town especially by those living in Northern Ireland and by those living in the wider  north east hinterland of Dundalk.”

The motion was seconded by Councillor M Doyle.
D Storey advised that if this proposal was implemented there would be a €20K shortfall in income and it would be necessary for the Members to identify where the cut in expenditure to allow this would occur.   Councillor E O’Boyle queried whether a shorter trial period be looked at.   D Storey responded that there was the possibility of a joint initiative with Traders for Bank Holiday weekends; however, this needed the support of the Traders, which to date was not forthcoming.

________________________________________________________________________

006812
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS TO ALLOW COMPLETION OF THE AGENDA
On the proposition of Councillor O Morgan, seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle, the Members agreed to suspend Standing Order to allow completion of the agenda for 30 minutes.

069/12
Notices of Motion – Councillor Jennifer Green
1) That this council implement speed ramps as a matter of urgency along Hoey's Lane outside the DKIT, and O'Fiaich College due to the excessive speed that cars drive on it.
This motion was seconded by Councillor K Meenan.   C Duff responded that a crossing was required at this location and funding was required for this.   C Duff was hopeful that this funding may become available before the end of the year.

 

2)  That this council also look at implementing CCTV cameras on Hoey's Lane around the vicinity of O'Fiaich College, DKIT, College Heights and Rockfield Court due to the high level of assaults and sexual assaults that have happened in the area.
This motion was seconded by Councillor K Meenan.   D Storey advised that this location was outside the RAPID area and consequently funding will need to be sourced.   He advised that he will liaise with the DKIT Authorities on the issue.

070/12
Notices of Motion – Councillor Oliver Morgan
1
‘That this Council’s Roads staff liaise with the DKIT Student’s Union in examining the unsatisfactory traffic-calming, pedestrian-crossing and street-lighting situation which obtains on the Hoey’s Lane thoroughfare, which is causing such serious danger both from a traffic hazard viewpoint and also from a personal security viewpoint to students and residents using the thoroughfare and bring a report/recommendations to Council ASAP’
This motion was seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle.   

2
`That this Council, as a matter of urgency, examine the possibility of including Greenwood Drive on this year’s Road Resurfacing contract`
This motion was seconded by Councillor M Doyle.

071/12
Deferred Notice of Question – Councillor Seán Bellew
How much money has Dundalk Town Council spent on the provision of bicycle lanes, bicycle parking spaces and other associated works for cycling in the period 1 January, 2010 to 31 December, 2011?
REPLY


DTC did not spend any money on provision of cycle infrastructure in 2010.
DTC has provided cycle-related infrastructure in 2011 under the following schemes:
Tom Bellew Phase 1                                 
  €1,977.73

Tom Bellew Phase 2                                   €28,375 9 (includes footpaths)

Cycle parking infrastructure in town centre      €29.74

Total FUNDING DTC 2011                                   €30382.47

Tom Bellew Phase 1                                             €65,946

Hill St/Stapleton Place/Ardee Rd                        €88,081.87 

Cycle parking infrastructure in town centre     €28,000

Total FUNDING DTTaS 2011                              €182027.87
Go Dundalk Schools Project (3-year project):
FUNDING DTTaS 2010                 €21,125.01
FUNDING DTTaS 2011                 €82,375.11
Response was noted by Councillor S Bellew.

________________________________________________________________________
072/12
Notice of Question – Councillor Maria Doyle

Does this Council intend to conduct a value-for-money audit on the cycle lanes that have been installed in the town, taking into account the monies that were spent on installation of the cycle lanes and associated works and the numbers of cyclists who are using these lanes?
REPLY
Tourism and Sport National policy for sustainable transport is set out in ‘A Sustainable Transport Future, A new transport policy for Ireland 2009 – 2020’ and ‘Ireland’s First National Cycle Policy Framework’. 

These policies advocate walking and cycling as an alternative environmentally friendly and healthy means of travel. Government policy, as outlined in these documents, suggests that if cycling and walking are to become a realistic alternative to the private car, there is a need to ensure that they are, as far as possible, a safe and pleasant experience. National targets have been set for 2020. The target for cycling to work by 2020 is 10% of all trips and the vision is for 450,000 people to be walking and cycling to work/education each day by 2020. In order to achieve these targets the Department of Transport Tourism and Sport has provided funding for demonstration projects that have the potential to be rolled out nationally. The GO DUNDALK walk and cycle to school project received funding under this initiative and additional funding was made available in 2011. GO DUNDALK walk and cycle to school project is a demonstration project with targets. The following table sets out the targets for the cycling, walking and park and stride project.  The Council will be completing the final survey in May /June 2013. The final report and results will be presented to the Council and the Department of Transport

	Details on agreed objectives, targets and monitoring

	Uptake in Park & Stride from current levels by 5 percentage points

	Uptake/conversion from car use to walking from current levels by 8 percentage points in 3No. target schools

	Uptake/conversion from car use to cycling from current levels by 5 percentage points in 3No. target schools

	Uptake/conversion from car use to cycling or walking from current levels by 3 percentage points (combined) in 6No. observer schools

	Reduction in carbon emissions in line with above: 90kgCO2/day 

	Reduction in No. car trips in line with above: 231/day




The response was noted by Councillor M Doyle.

073/12
Notices of Question – Councillor Oliver Morgan
1.
Has the report which I requested in relation to the Traffic Management Structure at St. Vincent’s Secondary School been prepared yet; when will this report be available?

REPLY

A part VIII planning report was presented to the Council in 2011 setting out the infrastructural measures that are required at the three target schools, St Vincent’s school, CBS and Castletown Girls school under the Go Dundalk walk and cycle to school project to address traffic management. The Council approved the part VIII with amendments. The contractor was appointed late 2011and is on site. The schools are partaking in an action plan to encourage walking, cycling and park and stride alternatives. An update on Go Dundalk schools project will be presented at the February council meeting.




Councillor O Morgan welcomed the reply.

2.
Could the Council please have the benefit of a short report from our Roads staff outlining how the layout for the Smarter Travel infrastructure at Stapleton Place was arrived at?
REPLY
Dundalk Town council has adopted a number of policies that support the national polices for sustainable transport at local implementation level through the Development plan. I have included a copy of the development plan that relates to cycling, walking and safe routes to school Policy objective 13 and 14 are particularly relevant. The provision of the cycle and pedestrians links at Tom Bellew and Stapleton Place are supported by the policy objectives for providing safe routes to school and form part of the integrated cycle and walking route network as illustrated in Map 5.2. 

“ Chapter 5 
Transportation Dundalk & Environs Development Plan 2009-2015 
Pedestrian and cycle facilities will be most successful where they form a coherent network, place an emphasis on safety, directly serve the main areas where people wish to travel, provide priority over vehicular traffic at junctions, are free from obstructions and have adequate public lighting. In addition, support facilities such as secure parking and changing and showering facilities at places of employment are a key factor in encouraging people to cycle.

5.5.1 Cycle Path and Footpath Network
The plan aims to encourage the provision of a network of footpaths and cycle paths throughout the plan area which will consist of desirable pedestrian and cycle routes along existing road networks and dedicated path provision where appropriate and practical.”



Map 5.2: Proposed Cycle and Walk Routes (attached)

“Policy TR 13

It is the policy of the council, in co-operation with other agencies, bodies and developers, to implement an integrated pedestrian footpath and cycle path network throughout the plan area.
5.5.2 Safe Routes to Schools

A major source of traffic congestion and road usage is the school car journey.  Congestion is noticeably less during school holidays. Children should be encouraged to walk, cycle or take the school bus in an effort to discourage car journeys. At present, a child must live more than three miles from the school to qualify for free or subsidized school bus travel. Children living within three miles or less from their school are considered to be within walking or cycling distance. Parents are reluctant, for safety reasons, to let their children embark on this journey alone. In future, steps should be taken to supervise groups of children on their way to school by bicycle or on foot, as well as improving the school bus service through introducing a Safe Routes to School initiative.”  



“Policy TR 14

Support the Safe Routes to Schools Initiative in co-operation with school authorities,  community groups and public transport providers.”

Dundalk Town Council received a letter from the Grammar school on the 10th June 2009 outlining the dangers for pupils walking to the school;  

“We will also continue to encourage students to avail of public transport wherever possible. In this regard parents have voiced concerns about the dangers associated with crossing the Ardee road (for those students walking to school or commuting daily by bus from Carrickmacross/Ardee and train from Drogheda) and the Dublin road (at the old shopping center). The Board requests that the council give serious consideration to the provision of pedestrian crossings at these two locations (i) Ardee Road (ii) Dublin road’

The Council replied

“ this Council would like to take this opportunity to work with the Grammar School to resolve the issue of safe access to the school” This problem has resulted from a dependence on car use as the main form of transport which is a national problem. We would hope to discuss with you the opportunity to develop a transport mobility plan for your school. This could be explored through the Green Schools Initiative.”
A second letter was received on the 21st March 2011 from the Grammar School Green Schools committee.

The school had completed a walkability audit and forwarded the findings;

“There are a number of things which our survey concluded were dangerous”

The letter requested the following items; 

“We believe that if these things which our survey identified as hazards could be addressed and the warning signs, pedestrian crossings , dedicated cycle lanes and park and stride set down areas put in place than a lot more students would walk or cycle to school.”

The Grammar school joined the Go Dundalk project as an observer school and in 2011 Dundalk Town Council submitted an application for funding to the Department of Transport Tourism and Sport to address the infrastructure deficit. 

The Grammar school has also developed a mobility plan which will be implemented in tandem with it’s recent planning permission. The provision of the walking and cycling infrastructure will enable the school to archive targets for walking , park and stride, cycling and provide safe walking routes for those who use public transport.



Councillor O Morgan welcomed the reply.

074/12
RESOLUTIONS


Noted.

075/12
CORRESPONDENCE


Noted.

The meeting concluded with prayers at 9.45 pm

Minutes confirmed at meeting
held on the ___________  day of ___________________ 2012
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