DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING OF DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, DUNDALK ON TUESDAY 24TH APRIL 2012
PRESENT

Cathaoirleach, Councillor M Butler, presided.

ALSO PRESENT

Councillor M Bellew, Councillor S Bellew, Councillor M Dearey, Councillor M Doyle, Councillor J Green, Councillor C Keelan, Councillor O Morgan, Councillor E O’Boyle, Councillor J Ryan.

APOLOGIES

Councillor H Todd

IN ATTENDANCE

C Murray, County Manager

F Pentony, Director of Services and Town Clerk

D Storey, Senior Executive Officer

C Duff, Town Engineer

J Lawrence, Administrative Officer

S Mullen, Senior Executive Planner

The Meeting commenced with Prayers at 7pm

An Cathaoirleach advised the Members that the presentation on ‘Connect Ireland’ would not be made this evening due to the unavailability of Mr N Hughes.

097/12
VOTE OF SYMPATHY
On the proposition of Councillor M Butler and seconded by Councillor K Meenan, the members agreed to extend a vote of sympathy to the family of the late Brendan Travers.
098/12
PLANNING AND RELATED MATTERS
12/19

Board of Governors Dundalk 

Permission for development 



Grammar School



consisting of the erection of 3m high









sports / security fencing with access









gates etc at Mounthamilton, Carrick









Road, Dundalk.
The Members were advised that Further Information was requested on this application.
12/20
Lidl Ireland GmbH



Retention of the existing 3 No 

advertising signs at St Helena’s Quay, Dundalk, Co Louth


The Members were advised that a Grant of Permission had issued.

12/21

Paul McCullins



Retention of amendments to 

previously granted Planning Permission at Ex O’Mahony Plastics
Building, Coe’s Road, Dundalk



The Members were advised that a Grant of Permission had issued.

12/22

Patrick Ward




Retention of 2 storey extension at









6 Assumption Place, Castletown 









Road, Dundalk.



There was no comment from the Members.

12/23

Kelleher Insurances



Permission for provision of new 

linkages between the two buildings

at ground, first & second floor level 
at 3 & 4 Jocelyn Street, Dundalk



There was no comment from the Members.

12/24

Seamus Gormley



Retention of existing porch structure 









etc at Lower Point Road, Dundalk



The Members were advised that this application was withdrawn.

12/25

Board of Management De La 

Permission for 3 no single storey 




Salle College




temporary classrooms, etc., at De








La Salle College, Castletown









Dundalk, Co Louth



There was no comment from the Members.

12/26

Seamus Hughes



Permission for new shop front, 

modifications to signage, lighting etc 

at 32 Park Street, Dundalk.



There was no comment from the Members.
12/27

Frank Lynch Management Consultants
Permission for replacement of 









existing timber windows etc at









28 Seatown Place, Dundalk



J Lawrence confirmed that this property was a Protected Structure and also 


situated in an ACA.

12/28

Lidl Ireland GmBH



Extension of duration of planning









permission etc at St Helena’s Quay









Dundalk, Co Louth



The Members were advised that this was a 5 year extension of duration 

permission request.

12/29

Townparks Services Ltd


Permission for additional signage 









and all associated site works and 









Retention permission etc at 

Castletown Road, Dundalk.



There was no comment from the Members.

12/30

Maeve Hickey



Permission is sought fro new 

boundary wall to front of dwelling etc at Byrne’s Lane, Dowdallshill
Dundalk.



There was no comment from the Members.

12/31

Michael Woods



Retention of an attic conversion of









an existing dwellinghouse etc at 42 









Castle Heights, Castletown Road









Dundalk, Co Louth.



There was no comment from the Members.

099/12
PLANNING PROGRESS REPORT APRIL 2012


J Lawrence advised that the new format report was for information and 

noting by the Members.

100/12
 CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES
On the proposition of Councillor C Keelan and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle the Members agreed to adopt the Minutes of the Planning MPC on 10th January 2012.

On the proposition of Councillor M Butler and seconded by Councillor C Keelan the Members agreed to adopt the Minutes of the CPG Meeting held on the 17th February 2012.

On the proposition of Councillor M Butler and seconded by Councillor C Keelan the Members agreed to adopt the Minutes of the CPG Meeting on 16th March 2012.

On the proposition of Councillor S Bellew and seconded by Councillor M Dearey the minutes of the Monthly Meeting of 27th March 2012 were approved with an amendment at Minute No 091/12 (1) replace the word “expressed” with “noted”.
101/12
MATTERS ARISING


Councillor C Keelan referred to Item No. 2 on the Minutes of the CPG held 

on 16th March 2012 and queried when the Bye Laws will go on public display. C Duff responded that the Infrastructure section was undergoing reorganisation at present and this work would be expedited as soon as possible.
Councillor C Keelan referred to Minute No 089/12 – Household Charge and queried what income had been received todate?   The County Manager responded that no update figures were available as yet and that the Members will be given detail when available.   The County Manager advised that non-payment of the charge would raise serious questions on the capacity of Dundalk Town Council to deliver services and programmes.

Councillor J Green referred to Minute No 090/12 – bollards at James Street and queried when the report will be made available?   C Duff responded that a report will be with the Members for the next monthly meeting.

Councillor M Dearey referred to Minute No 093/12 – Coalport Development Apartment Block – and it was confirmed by D Storey that Part V conditions remain outstanding and also that enforcement proceedings had issued in relation to unpaid Development Levies.
102/12
HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT


The report was noted by the Members.



Councillor K Meenan sought clarification on the following:-

1. Update on extinguishment of Right of Way 39-46 Doolargy Avenue – D Storey advised that tenders were being sought for this work.

2. Remedial Works Scheme (Glenmore Park) – D Storey responded that 

inspection for energy efficiency requirements will be undertaken and Councillor K Meenan requested that a leaflet drop be arranged to inform residents.   D Storey advised that he would meet shortly with the Residents Association.


3.
Slieve Roe Crescent – Vacant and burnt out homes – D Storey 

advised that Derelict Sites Notices had been served and this was the appropriate avenue to pursue.

4.
It was confirmed by D Storey that the Grant Assistance for purchase 

of white goods for new tenants remained in place for Local Authority owned units, however, it was not available for Leased Units.

5. D Storey confirmed that the Housing Act 2009 precluded persons from 

acceptance on the Housing List, if they had a beneficial interest in a private property.

D Storey advised that Energy Efficiency works were to be undertaken in Oakland Park, Cedarwood Park and Barton Park (with estimated expenditure of 700K).   These works will be similar to the works carried out in Ashling Park.   The ESB have agreed to continue with assistance for private properties in these areas.
103/12
CAPITAL PROJECTS REPORT APRIL 2012


Councillor M Bellew remarked on the new format of the report and queried 

why Seatown Castle Restoration was no longer included.

F Pentony advised that only those Projects with funding available would be included, Councillor M Bellew requested that Seatown Windmill remain on the report as it was a worthwhile project.

Councillor M Bellew queried why a pothole repair programme was not included and F Pentony replied that this work was Revenue based expenditure.   Councillor M Bellew remarked that there was unlikely to be a street in the Town without need of pothole repair and that recurring potholes were an issue.   C Duff advised that where potholes have been marked on the ground, they had been reported and were listed for repair.

104/12
MANAGERS REPORT – PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS, 



2001 (PART 8) – DUNDALK LEISURE CENTRE, ST ALPHONSUS ROAD



DUNDALK
On the proposition of Councillor J Ryan and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle the Members agreed that the development proceed as outlined in the Manager’s Report.
105/12
SECTION 183 NOTICE – MUIRHVENAMOR COMMUNITY COUNCIL

On the proposition of Councillor K Meenan and seconded by Councillor J Green, the Members agreed to the dispose by way of lease of approximately 1.77 acres of land at Muirhevnamor District Park to Muirhevnamor Community Council Ltd, C/o Ait na nDaoine, 2 Grange Close, Muirhevnamor, Dundalk, in accordance with the terms of the S183 Notice already circulated.

106/12
SECTION 183 NOTICE – SHARLEEN MORGAN


On the proposition of Councillor K Meenan and seconded by Councillor J 

Green, the Members agreed to dispose of approximately 0.676ha of land at Avenue Road.N52 Inner Relief Road, Dundalk, in accordance with the terms of the S183 Notice already circulated.
107/12
PART III OF THE GAMING AND LOTTERIES ACT 1956


An Cathaoirleach invited the Members to discuss this proposal.

Councillor M Dearey remarked that the legislation covering this issue has been left behind and he had written to the Minister about this.   Councillor J Ryan remarked that the UK Authorities were more advanced on dealing with these issues.   Councillor M Bellew queried whether a decision was required from the Members tonight and F Pentony responded that a decision was not required from the Members at this meeting.
Councillor S Bellew referred to the legislation and advised that under the legislation there was a yearly requirement to obtain District Court approval to carry on this activity and that it was open to any person to make a submission to the Court at this yearly application stage.

It was confirmed by F Pentony that a simple majority vote would decide the proposal.

Councillor M Dearey proposed and Councillor S Bellew seconded that a decision be made by the Members on the Part III Gaming and Lotteries Act 1956 notice at this meeting.

A counter proposal by Councillor J Ryan and seconded by Councillor M Bellew that a decision on the published notice not be made by the Members at this meeting.
On a show of hands five Members voted in favour with the Counter proposal (Councillors J Ryan, M Bellew, K Meenan, J Green and O Morgan) and five voted against the counter proposal (Councillors M Butler, M Doyle, M Dearey, C Keelan and S Bellew).

Councillor E O’Boyle abstained from the vote.

An Cathaoirleach M Butler exercised her casting vote in favour of the proposal of Councillor M Dearey and therefore the counter proposal was defeated.

A further discussion followed with issues raised regarding jobs, online gambling, canvassing of Members, policing of slot machines usage.
Councillor S Bellew proposed that the Council adopt Part III of the Gaming and Lotteries Act 1956 as advertised and Councillor C Keelan seconded the proposal.
On a show of hands Members in favour of adoption – two –Councillors S Bellew and Councillor C Keelan and against the proposal – eight – Councillors M Butler, J Ryan, M Bellew, K Meenan, J Green, E O’Boyle, M Dearey, and O Morgan.

Abstained – Councillor M Doyle.

The proposal to adopt the Part III of the Gaming and Lotteries Act 1956 as advertised was defeated.

108/12
REQUEST FOR DEPUTATION FROM STAPLETON PLACE RESIDENTS
On the proposition of Councillor S Bellew and seconded by Councillor J Ryan, the Members agreed to accept a deputation from Stapleton Place Residents at the May Monthly Meeting.
109/12
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR EAMONN O’BOYLE
To establish rear access to St. Nicholas Avenue residents.

That this Council permit, by way of licence, any of the householders residing at numbers 50 to 80 St. Nicholas Avenue, Dundalk who wish to have rear access to their homes to have such access, for the reasons outlined in earlier motion of October 2010 (Ref. No. 249/10) which stated reasons were “to facilitate those residents who wish to park their cars in their rear yards, but particularly to facilitate those residents of the mid-terrace houses who are obliged to take delivery of their fuel through their houses and to wheel their rubbish bins through their houses”.


This motion was seconded by Councillor M Doyle.



D Storey advised that the existing road is for servicing the pumping station.



There is no evidence of a proposed Right-of-Way, nor is there funding for the 



construction of a roadway.

Councillor E O’Boyle remarked that he understood a Right-of-Way existed at this location, and he had taken on board the comments of D Storey and remains convinced the best way to deal with this matter is by way of Licence.
110/12
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR MARIA DOYLE
That this Council will identify and  provide a suitable place for the long term use for the sport of Athletics by the various Athletic Clubs, schools and recreational runners throughout the town of Dundalk and its surrounding area.
This motion was seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle.

D Storey advised of recent discussions with Reps from Athletics Louth and have asked them to come back with proposals.   Councillor M Doyle expressed delight that discussions have commenced.   Councillors E O’Boyle, J Ryan and M Bellew supported the motion with Councillor M Bellew querying availability of lands at the former landfill.   D Storey replied that the approval of the EPA would be required in this matter.
111/12
NOTICES OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR OLIVER MORGAN
1. 
That the Town Clerk write to the family of the late Neil McCann to ascertain whether the McCann family would be interested in liaising with the Council in a joint venture to turn the derelict Clark’s forest site into a first-class public park to be named in the honour of their late father, who made such an important contribution to the town.

This motion was seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle
2. 
That the Quay Celtic Football Club be facilitated with re-acquiring its home-base pitch at Lower Point Road, as that community volunteer organisation approaches its 50th anniversary of selfless, dedicated service to the youth of our community, by means of this Council engaging with the owner of the land, McCaughey Developments Ltd, with a view to acquiring the 10.85 acre floodplain/natural habitat/soccerpitch land from that company and granting a 99 year lease to the club at a rent of €1 per annum.

The County Manager advised the Members that they have no authority unless a Section 183 Notice was with them for consideration.


Councillor M Butler on foot of this advice ruled the Motion out of order.

________________________________________________________________________

112/12
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR MARK DEAREY
That this Council opposes the imposition of a charge on households for water meters and urges the Dept of Environment to clarify its plans in this regard immediately given the level of confusion that now exists and the worry it is causing householders.


Councillor O Morgan seconded this motion.


A number of Members spoke in support of the motion.

113/12
NOTICE OF QUESTION – COUNCILLOR MARIA DOYLE
In light of the fact that circa €180,000 has been spent on the installation of cycle lanes and associated works on Stapleton Place and as this work was carried out without prior notice to the public or to the Councillors, has this Council breached the Planning and Development Regulations (2001), Article 81,  which states that when carrying out a project whose estimated cost exceeds the €126,000 threshold, the Local Authority has an obligation to “ (a)  give notice of proposed development in an approved newspaper, and (b)  erect or fix a site notice or site notices on the land on which the proposed development would be situated” prior to the commencement of the work?

REPLY: 

In the Council’s application to Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (DTTaS) for funding under the Special Smarter Travel Jobs Initiative Funding Package 2011, we indicated a preliminary cost estimate for the Hill St/Ardee Rd/Stapleton Place scheme of €140,000.   This was prior to any design (including any preliminary design) being carried out.   In the same application to DTTaS we also separately indicated an approximate cost of €40,000 for the provision of bicycle racks & some shelters to all nine schools currently taking part in the Walk & Cycle to School Project.   Subsequently, DTTaS allocated a grant to provide a total fund of €180,000 for both of these schemes.

Once the design had been carried out for the Hill St/Stapleton Place/Ardee Rd scheme, the cost of the works was estimated by the designers.   The estimated cost of this scheme was detailed by the designers as €100,853.09.   This figure can be further broken down into three broad categories as follows:

Crossings on Hill St & Ardee Rd:
€37,307.31

Traffic calming measures:

€34,276.06

Provision of cycle lanes:

€29,269.72

Total



         €100,853.09
On this basis the scheme did not warrant the application of Part 8 of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001, which applies in the case of expenditure in excess of €126,000, and therefore the Council did not breach the Planning & Development Regulations 2001.
Incidentally, the tender price submitted amounted to €111,764.07.

Councillor M Doyle expressed her appreciation for the answer; however felt that same was not satisfactory.   Councillor M Doyle asked a supplementary question, referring to Minutes of a meeting with Stapleton Place Residents regarding costs estimated at 180K for the project.  F Pentony responded that 180K was a preliminary cost estimate for Hill Street / Ardee Road / Stapleton Place works and bicycle racks and shelters’ at all nine schools.  C Duff added the figure of 100K referred to the estimated costs for Hill Street / Ardee Road / Stapleton Place works.
114/12
NOTICE OF QUESTION – COUNCILLOR CONOR KEELAN
1. "How satisfied is the Town Engineer with the delivery of grass cutting services in the town since this function has been taken over by a private operator?"
REPLY:
The grass cutting services have not been taken over by a private operator.
 
The reply was noted by Councillor C Keelan who asked a supplementary question regarding transferring of staff
C Duff responded that staff are regularly assigned duties when and where the need arises.

2. "In light of the recent EPA report regarding Dundalk Waste Water Treatment Plant could the Council's Environment Section clarify did that report make any reference to reports of smells emanating from the vicinity of the Treatment Plant and how to rectify same?"
F Pentony offered apologies for not having a written reply and advised that same will be forwarded to the Members.   The last complaint of smells from the plant was in summer 2010.

________________________________________________________________________

115/12
RESOLUTIONS


The resolutions were noted by the Members.

116/12
CONFERENCES / EVENTS – TO APPROVE MEMBERS’ ATTENDANCE AT CONFERENCES
On the proposition of Councillor M Bellew and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle, the Members attendance at Conferences listed with the agenda and recorded in the Conference Register was approved.

117/12
CORRESPONDENCE
It was confirmed for Councillor J Ryan that the Council is sending a delegate to the Active Travel Towns Funding Scheme 2012/2013.

The meeting concluded with prayers at 8.45pm

Minutes confirmed at meeting

held on the ___________  day of ___________________ 2012










________________










CATHAOIRLEACH









_____________________
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