DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE COMBINED PLANNING AND MONTHLY MEETING OF DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL, HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, DUNDALK, ON TUESDAY 27th SEPTEMBER 2011
PRESENT
Cathaoirleach, Councillor M Butler, presided.

ALSO PRESENT

Councillor S Bellew, Councillor C Keelan, Councillor O Morgan, Councillor O Herr, Councillor M Doyle, Councillor E O’Boyle, Councillor H Todd, Councillor J Green, Councillor K Meenan, Councillor M Bellew and Councillor J Ryan.

IN ATTENDANCE

Mr C Murray, County Manager
Mr Frank Pentony, Director of Services & Town Clerk

Mr D Storey, Senior Executive Officer
Mr P McVeigh, Acting Town Engineer
Mr J Lawrence, Administrative Officer
Ms S Mullen, Senior Executive Planner
Ms A McDonnell, Senior Staff Officer
177/11
PLANNING AND RELATED MATTERS
11/79

Paul McCullin’s


Development to consist of part








change of use from display room








to veterinary room at Northlink Park,
Coes Road. 

The members were advised that further information was requested.



11/80
Amer Raza



Development to consist of change







of use of existing ground floor to







take away use with delivery etc.,

The members were advised that a grant of permission was issued for this application.

11/81

John & Mary Dullaghan

Proposed garage extension








to side of existing dwelling at








Mountain View Bungalow,








Byrnes Lane, Dowdallshill. 

The members were advised that a grant of permission was issued for this application.

11/82

Ciaran Walshe


New shop front and associated 








works at 133 Castletown Road.

The members were advised that a grant of permission was issued for this

application.

11/83

Frank Lynch Management

The retention of replacement 



Consultants Ltd.


upvc windows to 29, 30 and 31 
Seatown Place

The members were advised that permission was refused for this application.

11/84

Vinnie Delduca


Retention application for changes








to shop front window and canopy








at 83 Park Street.

The members were advised that further information was requested.

11/85

Donal Conolly


Demolition of existing single storey








rear timber kitchen extension etc. 








at 18 Legion Avenue. 

The members were advised that a grant of permission was issued for this application.

11/86

Anne Wilson



Development to consist of retention








of bedroom, en-suite etc.








at 19 Ard Easmuinn. 

There was no recommendation in this case.

11/87

Chigworth Ltd.


Extension of duration of permission








granted under PD Ref 03/207. 








Development to consist of 38 units








etc. at Marshes Upper, 








Blackrock Road, Dundalk.

There was no recommendation in this case.

11/88

Niall Wiseman


Retention of change of use from








industrial to offices etc. at








Sonacherra, The Long Avenue. 

There was no recommendation in this case.

11/89

Eamon Devlin


Retention of extensions and








alterations to design of dwelling








at Rath, Ardee Road.  

The members were advised that this application was invalid.

11/90

Mariya Oleksyn


Extension at first floor level to 








dwelling at 28 Laurel Grove.

The members were advised that this application was invalid.

11/91

Brian Doherty


Demolition of existing single storey








garage and replaced with a two 








storey extension at








29 Seafield Lawns.

There was no recommendation in this case.

11/92

Gerry  Flynn



Change of house type and 








associated works to previously 








granted permission 09-140








at Site 30, Waterview,








Lower Point Road.

There was no recommendation in this case.

11/93

Patrick Malone


Extension to living accommodation








at gable end of existing dwelling at








253 Glenwood, Dublin Road. 








There was no recommendation in this case.

11/94

Fiona Henry



Single storey extension to rear and 







a bay window at 43 Woodland Drive,
Ard Easmuinn.

There was no recommendation in this case.

11/95

Holy Family Parish


Retention of erection of portacabin


Community Crèche Ltd.

structure to rear of existing crèche







at Claddagh’s Treasures,








Claddagh Park, 








Tom Bellew Avenue.

There was no recommendation in this case.
11/96

Eamon Devlin


Retention of extensions and 








alterations to design of dwelling at








Rath, Ardee Road.

There was no recommendation in this case.
11/97

King Balti



Ancillary Take Away use 








at 19 Park St., Dundalk.

There was no recommendation in this case.
11/98

King Balti



Extension of opening hours








until 4am at








19 Park Street, Dundalk.

There was no recommendation in this case.
RELATED  MATTERS

Councillor E O’Boyle queried the basis for some takeaway restaurants in town to be operating up to 4am in the morning.  Ms S Mullen Senior Executive Planner advised that some long established premises do not have planning conditions and we cannot impose opening hour’s conditions retrospectively. 

Councillor K Meenan remarked that in his view there was unfairness where some premises were opening late when other newly established premises were not permitted.  He is in favour of extending opening hours for takeaways / restaurants within specified areas in the town centre.   He further suggested that the views of An Garda Siochana be sought.

Ms Mullen stated that there was no policy in the current Dundalk and Environs Development Plan on this issue and that the Planning Authority have adopted a consistent approach in dealing with applications for late night opening.

It was agreed by the members that this was a policy that could be examined by the Planning MPC.

__________________________________________________________________________
178/11
CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES
On the proposition of Councillor S Bellew, and seconded by Councillor O Morgan, the minutes of the Combined Planning and Monthly Meeting held on the 26th July 2011 were adopted.

On the proposition of Councillor O Herr, and seconded by Councillor M Bellew, the minutes of the In Committee Meeting held on 3rd May 2011 were adopted.

Councillor M Doyle advised that she attended the In Committee Meeting held on 9th August 2011 and not Councillor J D’Arcy as indicated in the minutes.  This amendment to the minutes was seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle.  On the proposition of Councillor J Ryan, and seconded by Councillor M Doyle, the minutes of the In Committee Meeting held on 9th August 2011 were adopted.

On the proposition of Councillor O Morgan, and seconded by Councillor K Meenan, the minutes of the In Committee Meeting held on 22nd August 2011 were adopted.

__________________________________________________________________________
179/11
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES 

Councillor M Bellew referred to Minute 161/11 (Combined Planning and Monthly Meeting held on the 26th July 2011) – He said he was not happy with the way the minute was recorded.  Cathaoirleach, Councillor M Butler pointed out that Councillor Bellew should have raised this prior to the minutes being adopted.  He asked if any of the gullies had been cleaned since the last meeting.  Peter McVeigh confirmed that some have been cleaned.  He said the problem has arisen as a result of the build up of grit on the roads from last winter.  The Council is putting together a programme for cleaning the gullies and work is ongoing.

Councillor O Herr referred to the Minute in relation to Consideration of the Managers report on submissions received on Part VIII Smarter Travel Schools Project (In Committee Meeting held on 3rd May 2011) – He said it was his understanding that speed ramps would also be provided at the road crossing at Bothar an Iarainn and he asked that the Members get clarification regarding same.
__________________________________________________________________________
180/11
HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT SEPTEMBER 2011
David Storey went through the report for the Members.  He advised that Dundalk is looking after leasing for the County at large.  There are a number of leasing schemes.  The short term scheme is for 1 – 5 years and the Landlord looks after maintenance.  The long term scheme is for 5 – 20 years and the Local Authority looks after maintenance.  He said the Council is encouraging long term leasing.  Councillor M Bellew felt that some people do not want to lease because they do not want to be put out after 10-20 years.  He said that people aspire to buy their own house and it is something that needs to be looked at.  He said anyone refusing a leased house should not be penalised.  David Storey said national policy is driving this and we have to lease units.  He said that in accordance with our Scheme a 1st refusal does not affect an applicant’s position on the housing list but on 2nd refusal an applicant is deferred for 12 months.  Councillor E O’Boyle asked if a council tenant can apply for a transfer if their situation changes.  David Storey advised that an application can be made for a Transfer which will be considered in line with the Transfer Policy and availability of units.  
__________________________________________________________________________
18111

PROGRESS REPORT SEPTEMBER 2011
Report was noted by the Members.  
__________________________________________________________________________
182/11
SECTION 6 RESOLUTION – APPLICATION FOR SUPPLEMENTARY LOAN FROM HOUSING FINANCE AGENCY FOR FUNDING OF €351,170.00 FOR CLANMIL HOUSING ASSOCIATION FOR CAPITAL LOAN & SUBSIDY SCHEME – UNDER SECTION 6 OF THE HOUSING (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) ACT 1992

On the proposition of Councillor K Meenan and seconded by Councillor O Morgan, it was agreed to approve the raising of a Loan from the Housing Finance Agency for funding of €351,170.00 for Clanmil Housing Association for Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme – under Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1992
__________________________________________________________________________
183/11
PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF RIGHT OF WAY AT THE OPEN SPACE AREA AT SIDE OF 71-72 GRANGE DRIVE, MUIRHEVNAMOR, DUNDALK


On the proposition of Councillor K Meenan and seconded by Councillor H Todd, it was agreed to extinguish the right of way at the open space area at side of 71-72 Grange Drive, Muirhevnamor, Dundalk.

__________________________________________________________________________
184/11
UPDATED REPORT ON THE CRECHE FACILITY IN LIOS DUBH ESTATE, DUNDALK


On the proposition of Councillor C Keelan and seconded by Councillor O Morgan, it was agreed to hand over the premises to the Community under a caretaker agreement of one year initially, to be used as a Community Centre.

__________________________________________________________________________
185/11
BUDGET REVIEW 2011  


David Storey advised that 60% of our adopted Budget was spent at 31st August 2011.  Since the adoption of the budget, the national economic conditions have continued to deteriorate over the first eight months.   Our budgeted income from commercial rates for 2011 is €13,728,000.   However during 2010 the collection rate was 61% with no improvement to date in 2011.   The collection rate is currently 42% for the year inclusive of arrears.   Provision has also been made to increase the bad debts provision to €2,700,000 for 2011.   The downturn in economic activity and the refurbishment of the Market Square continue to impact on the Pay Parking income.   The current shortfall on Pay Parking is €170,203 and is anticipated to be €300,000 for 2011.
186/11
NOMINATIONS TO BIDS COMPANY (1 NO)

Councillor M Doyle, on the proposition of Councillor E O’Boyle and seconded by Councillor O Herr and agreed by the Members, was nominated to BIDS Company.

187/11
NOMINATION TO LOUTH LEADER PARTNERSHIP (1 NO)
Councillor C Keelan, on the proposition of Councillor S Bellew and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle and agreed by the Members, was nominated as representative on the Board of Louth Leader Partnership.

188/11
MARKET SQUARE UPDATE

Frank Pentony advised that the Contractor will be off site by the end of November 2011.  He said the suggestion to phase the opening of the Square would have insurance implications.  He advised that the provision of underground services is causing the main delay.  Councillor E O’Boyle asked if the left hand lane will be opened even if the works are not complete by end of November.  Frank Pentony said the road will be open by the end of the month.  Councillor K Meenan suggested that there should be regular updates to the media.  Frank Pentony said the email to the Stakeholders goes to the press also but he said he will double check that.  Councillor C Keelan asked that an update on the Market Square be included as an item on the agenda of the monthly meetings until the works are complete.
__________________________________________________________________________
189/11
REQUEST FOR DEPUTATION FROM TURAS COUNSELLING SERVICES LTD


Cathaoirleach, Councillor M Butler advised that Turas Counselling Services Ltd have withdrawn their request for a deputation for the time being.
__________________________________________________________________________
190/11
TO FIX A DATE TO CONSIDER THE MANAGERS REPORT ON PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE DRAFT DUNDALK AND ENVIRONS PLAN 2009-2015 RELATING TO LANDS AT LOWER POINT ROAD DUNDALK, (DD&E33)

Date for meeting fixed for Monday 3rd October 2011 at 6.00 pm.
191/11
TIDY TOWNS REPORT 2011 

John Lawrence said the Council was happy to have maintained its gold medal status.  We received 300 marks which was the same as last year.  He said in 2012 we will be targeting the areas where we fell down.  There was a problem with weeds in some areas of the Town but this is now under control.  Cathaoirleach, Councillor M Butler praised the work of everyone involved.  It was great to retain the gold medal and hopefully we will improve on this next year.
192/11
IBAL ANTI-LITTER LEAGUE 2011 AND IBAL PRESS RELEASE

John Lawrence advised that Dundalk’s performance in the anti litter league was satisfactory.  He said Dundalk continues to be clean to european norms.  Councillor M Doyle said that a rank of 33rd out of 53 towns is acceptable but it would be nice to be up in the top half of the league.  The IBAL report identified a problem with the Dunnes Stores car park.  John Lawrence said they had not been aware of a particular problem there prior to the report but now that it had been identified they would be getting in touch with Dunnes Stores to address the situation.  The onus is on the property owner to maintain their property.  Councillor C Keelan asked why IBAL rank Dundalk lower than the Tidy Towns adjudicator.  John Lawrence explained that IBAL work on the basis of litter and litter counts whereas Tidy Towns look at the built environment and also at what works are undertaken by the Council/Tidy Towns Committee. 
193/11
CONFERENCES / EVENTS - TO APPROVE MEMBERS’ ATTENDANCE AT THE ENCLOSED CONFERENCES


On the proposition of Councillor E O’Boyle, seconded by Councillor J Ryan, the Members attendance at Conferences listed with the agenda and recorded in the Conference Register was approved.  

__________________________________________________________________________
194/11
NOTICE OF MOTIONS – COUNCILLOR O MORGAN
1st motion 
“That this Planning Authority, in view of the facts that:-
1. It was contrary to the principles of proper planning and sustainable development for us to zone the land as “residential 1” in the first place;

2. The residential access roadway to the land winds through existing estates of houses and is of substandard design, layout and specification;

3. The existing roads layout and traffic capacity of the greater Point Road area is already at saturation point;

4. The residential development of a further 5 acres of housing at this location, particularly at social housing density, will unacceptably exacerbate this residential access problem;

5. The total absence of “village centre” facilities in the general Point Road area presently and for the foreseeable future means that the residents of this proposed 5 acres of social-housing density residential development will be obliged to undertake a car-journey to purchase even the simplest of grocery items e.g. box of matches/pint of milk/loaf of bread. This type of urban sprawl, far from services, flies in the teeth of the principles of proper planning and sustainable development;

6. There is a critical dearth of publicly owned land in the general area. The 10.85 acres of habitat/floodplain/soccerpitch land adjacent to the Navvy Bank and the Dundalk Sewage Treatment Plant is not, as the Town Clerk alleged when I last proposed this correction, zoned as “Recreation, Amenity and Open Space” but is, in fact, zoned “Residential 1” and is currently the subject of an application for full planning permission for site development works for 44 detached dwellings;

7. In any case, the 10.85 acre habitat/floodplain/soccerpitch is in private ownership and if the owner, McCaughey Developments Ltd, wishes to erect a 2 metre high palisade fence right around its perimeter and keep the public out, it may perfectly lawfully do so;

8. This 5 acres belongs to us. It was bought by the Town Clerk and the County Manager from 3 very fortunate individuals for €6.2 million of public money. It may well be the case that this should not have happened, but it has happened – we are where we are – it would appear that there is nothing we Members can do about it, so my proposal is that we should act to take some advantage from our horrendous expenditure;

9. Use of this 5 acres of marginal agricultural floodplain land as a public open space would tend to catalyse the implementation of this Authority’s aspiration/vision of providing a riverside walk along the length of the Point Road section of the Blackwater River;

do hereby proceed to initiate and operate the statutory process for changing the zoning on the 5 acres of low-lying marginal agricultural land situated along the bank of the Blackwater River and between the Wilton Green and the Water View estates of houses from “Residential 1” to “Recreational Amenity and Open Space”, (note:- not “recreation, amenity and open space”).


The motion was not seconded and is therefore dropped.
2nd Motion
That this Planning Authority do hereby proceed to initiate and operate the Statutory procedure for correcting the “mistake” which was made by the Manager in November 2009 on the occasion of the making of the current Dundalk and Environs Development Plan 2009-2015 when he recommended to us that the circa 2.5 acres of reedbed which lies across the Blackwater River from the 5 acre field [see Notice of Motion (1) above] between the Wilton Green and the Water View estates of houses, be zoned as “Residential 1”, by returning the zoning to what it was in the previous Dundalk and Environs Development Plan; the plan which governed development during the period 2003-2009.



The motion was not seconded and is therefore dropped.
__________________________________________________________________________
195/11
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR C KEELAN

“That this Council commences restoration work on the inscription on the 1798 stone monument in the Demesne.”


The motion was seconded by Councillor O Morgan.

Frank Pentony advised that they will look at maybe including in next year’s budget.  Councillor M Bellew mentioned that there is also a plaque at McEntee Avenue.  

196/11
NOTICE OF MOTIONS – COUNCILLOR K MEENAN

1.
“That this Council start proceedings to compulsory purchase the number of empty dwellings in Slieve Roe Crescent area of Muirhevnamor and to clean up the wasteland that is there in the same area”.


The motion was seconded by Councillor J Green.

David Storey advised that these are private units.  The Council will look at the possibility of acquiring sites.  However this will depend on funding from the Department under derelict sites.

2.
“That this Council agree to work with the resident group in Bay Estate in relation to properly securing the large field in Bay Estate where there has been a lot of great work done by the residents there to the field, but it is being undermined by vandals with easy access to the field”.


The motion was seconded by Councillor H Todd.

Councillor K Meenan advised that the Residents have done a lot of work here.  However, the work is all been undermined by vandals.  Councillor O Morgan also supported the motion.  He said this particular area has experienced a lot of anti-social behaviour.  David Storey said that he will organise a meeting with the Residents.


197/11
NOTICE OF MOTIONS – COUNCILLOR O HERR



Notice of Motion 1
That a review of road safety be carried out at the cross road junction of the Point Rd, Coe’s Rd and Mountain View. That consideration be given to traffic calming measures as well as improving the safety for pedestrians at this crossroads.  



The motion was seconded by Councillor O Morgan.

Councillor Herr advised that there have been a number of accidents at this junction possibly due to speed on the Point Road.  The junction is also quite wide for pedestrians crossing.  He asked that the Roads Engineer consider some traffic calming measures at this location.

Notice of Motion 2
That Dundalk Town Council gives advance notice to Councillors and/or community groups (such as residents associations) of when the road sweeper will be in their area. 



The motion was seconded by Councillor M Doyle.

Councillor Herr said that if Residents were given advance notice of when the road sweeper would be in their area they would be able to move their cars out of the path of the sweeper and maybe sweep dirt from the footpath on to the road.  John Lawrence said he will arrange to send a copy of the sweeper’s route to the Resident Associations.  Councillor M Bellew said he also supported the motion.  He asked how many times a year the sweeper is in each estate.  Peter McVeigh advised that the sweeper works a 4 week cycle.  The sweeper is along the main streets on weeks one, two and three and is in the residential areas on the fourth week.  Peter McVeigh advised Councillor M Bellew that there is no man ahead of the road sweeper sweeping the dirt from the footpath on to the road but that this is something he intends to look at as part of the road sweeper contract.
198/11
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR E O’BOYLE


Notice of Motion (1): To create a Park on our land at Toberona.

That this Council consider the two reports/recommendations which were prepared for us some years  ago by Terry Murray & Associates in respect of our lands at Toberona, Fatima, Dundalk with a view to implementing an interim park on the land.



The motion was seconded by Councillor O Morgan.

Councillor E O’Boyle asked if the reports can be made available for viewing.  Frank Pentony said that a preliminary report was prepared in 2004 which is now out of date.  He said the report included some land that has since been transferred to Naomh Moninne.  However, he said the report can be made available to the Members.  Councillor Herr suggested that a very basic tree planting plan for a section of the park would get things moving.
__________________________________________________________________________
199/11
NOTICE OF QUESTIONS – COUNCILLOR O MORGAN
1. Would the Town Clerk please furnish the Members with a briefing detailing the rationale underpinning the decision by the executive to waste over €33,000 of public funds pursuing the prosecution of Mr Bill Lawlor Sqn.Ldr.(RAF)Retd., the secretary of the CRADBADA community volunteer environmental group, for “de-derelicting” and making safe the then derelict and fire-hazard Dundalk Shipyard site at Soldiers Point?

Answer: 

Frank Pentony stated that the Council did not waste public funds.  He said that this was a very serious allegation and that Councillor Morgan would need to elaborate further.

2. Would the Town Clerk please furnish the Members with a briefing detailing the rationale underpinning the decision by the Manager to recommend, firstly to the Members of this Council and subsequently to the Members of Louth County Council that they endorse his decision to sell 0.83 acres of the Dundalk Treatment Plant site at Point Road to McCaughey Developments Ltd in order to facilitate that company in providing a residential access road to facilitate the building of an estate of houses on the 10.85 acre habitat/floodplain/soccerpitch land adjacent to the Dundalk Bay SPA, SAC,pNHA, Natura 2000 site and the Dundalk Sewage Treatment Plant.

Answer: 

Frank Pentony advised that the Members do not endorse the Managers decision to sell land.  The decision to dispose of land is a reserved function of  the Members (under a Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001) and not the Manager. 

3. Would the Town Clerk please furnish the Members with a briefing detailing the rationale underpinning the decision by the Manager to pay out €6,200,000 of scarce public funds to 3 individuals for a 5 acre field of marginal agricultural land which is both a fluvial and tidal floodplain, is over 2 metres below the high spring tide level, in an area which is almost 3 kilometres from the town centre and is situated in a locality which is bereft of any “village centre” type services?
Answer: 

Frank Pentony advised that in 2006 the Council were instructed by the Department to pursue the purchase of land for social housing.  A recommendation was made to purchase this site at the Point Road.  A loan had to be raised to purchase the land and this was approved by the Members and also by the Department of the Environment & Local Government.
__________________________________________________________________________
200/11
NOTICE OF QUESTIONS – COUNCILLOR C KEELAN

1.a)
When will the playing pitches on the old landfield site be put into use?

b)
What were the latest readings from the EPA relating to the extraction of gaseous material from the site?

c)
Does this Council have any plans to make the footpath bordering the site of the playing pitches open to the public?

Peter McVeigh’s report in response to the question was circulated to the Members.  Councillor C Keelan accepted the answer.
Peter McVeigh advised that playing pitches on this site will not be feasible while there is a risk of gas.  The Council will continue to work with the EPA Inspector.
201/11
NOTICE OF QUESTION – COUNCILLOR K MEENAN

As raised before at a previous Council meeting I had proposed that this Council meet with the relevant department in relation to the Muirhevnamor Regeneration Scheme; has a meeting with the relevant Minister been arranged?



Answer:

David Storey advised that he spoke to Department officials in July and they are going to try and facilitate a meeting with the Minister.  They did point out that Cox’s Demesne is the regeneration area and Muirhevnamor is remedial works area.  He said he will come back to the Members in relation to this matter.
__________________________________________________________________________
202/11
RESOLUTIONS
Resolutions were noted by the Members.  
__________________________________________________________________________
203/11
CORRESPONDENCE
Correspondence was noted by the Members.
On the proposition of Councillor M Bellew and seconded by Councillor H Todd, it was agreed to hold a civic reception for the De La Salle Brothers.  
__________________________________________________________________________
204/11
VOTE OF SYMPATHY

On the proposition of Cathaoirleach, Councillor M Butler and seconded by Councillor J Ryan the members agreed to extend a vote of sympathy to the family of the late Paddy Kenny, former Dundalk Town Council Rate Collector. 

On the proposition of Cathaoirleach, Councillor M Butler and seconded by Councillor J Ryan the members agreed to extend a vote of sympathy to the family of the late Valerie Salmon, sister of Alan Wilson, Dundalk Town Council Technician. 

The Meeting ended with prayers at 8.30 p.m.
Minutes confirmed at Meeting

Held on the             day of                                2011
                                                                                           _____________________

                                                                                               CATHAOIRLEACH





     ________________________
                                                                                             CLEIREACH AN BHAILE
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