DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE COMBINED PLANNING AND MONTHLY MEETING OF DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL, HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, DUNDALK, ON TUESDAY 24TH MAY 2011
PRESENT
Cathaoirleach, Councillor C Keelan, presided.

ALSO PRESENT

Councillor S Bellew, Councillor O Morgan, Councillor O Herr, Councillor M Butler, Councillor E O’Boyle, Councillor H Todd, Councillor K Meenan, Councillor M Bellew and Councillor J Ryan.
IN ATTENDANCE

Mr F Pentony, Director of Services and Town Clerk

Mr C Murray, County Manager

Mr D Storey, Senior Executive Officer

Ms C Duff, Town Engineer
Ms U Conlon, Executive Planner 
Mr J Lawrence, Administrative Officer
Ms J Smith, Administrative Officer

Mr B Lynch, Financial Management Accountant  

Mr P McVeigh, Senior Executive Engineer

Ms A McDonnell, Senior Staff Officer
The Meeting commenced with Prayers at 7.00 p.m.
102/11
VOTES OF SYMPATHY
On the proposition of Cathaoirleach, Councillor C Keelan and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle, the members agreed to send a sincere vote of sympathy to the family of the late Tomás MacAnna, Playwright and Director, who was born in Dundalk and had made a significant contribution to Irish Theatre.

On the proposition of Councillor E O’Boyle and seconded by Cathaoirleach, Councillor C Keelan, the members agreed to send a sincere vote of sympathy to the family of the late Gareth Fitzgerald, former leader of the Fine Gael party and former Taoiseach.
__________________________________________________________________________
103/11
VOTES OF CONGRATULATIONS
On the proposition of Councillor K Meenan and seconded by Councillor H Todd, the members agreed to send a vote of congratulations to Councillor J Green and her partner Alan on the birth of their baby boy.

On the proposition of Cathaoirleach, Councillor C Keelan and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle, the members agreed to send a vote of congratulations to Mr Jim D’Arcy on his recent appointment to the Senate.

On the proposition of Cathaoirleach, Councillor C Keelan, the members agreed to send a vote of congratulations to Dr Austin Duffy, formerly of Muirhevna, Dublin Road, on winning the RTE Radio 1 Francis McManus Short Story Competition with his story ‘Orca’.




__________________________________________________________________________
104/11
PLANNING AND RELATED MATTERS
11/39

Patrick & Catherine


Extension to bay window, sun 



McCarthy



room and to first floor at








4 Hawthorn Crescent








Bay Estate.

The members were advised that a grant of permission was issued for this application



11/40
Catherine Caldwell


Conversion of garage with







extension to rear and first      








floor extension at








213 Cedarwood Park.

The members were advised that a grant of permission was issued for this application.

11/41

Thomas Traynor


Demolition of existing single


storey extension and provision


of new two storey extension at


17 St Brigids Terrace.

The members were advised that a grant of permission was issued for this application.

11/42

Sean Nash



Refurbishments and two








storey extension to dwelling 








which is a protected structure








at 64 Chapel Street.

There was no recommendation in this case.

11/43

Catherine Carragher

Amalgamation of two dwellings








into one single dwelling at








23 & 25 Mary Street South.

There was no recommendation in this case.

11/44

Isobel Tuite



Dwelling house and domestic








garage at Red Barns Road.

There was no recommendation in this case.

11/45

Elaine Mackin


Retention of first floor extension at








1 Hughes Park.

There was no recommendation in this case.

11/46

Horseware Products Ltd.

Internal alterations and new 








extended office accommodation at








Finnabair Industrial Estate.

There was no recommendation in this case.

11/47

Hugh McGivern


Conversion of existing third floor








roof garden to conservatory at








4 Georges Quay.

There was no recommendation in this case.

11/48

McParland Bros.


Extension of duration on 








permission granted under PD








REF 05/311 at Medebawn, Avenue Road.

There was no recommendation in this case.

11/49

The Committee of Clan 

Smoke room extension to 



Na Gael Gaelic 


front of building and 



Football Club.


relocation of turnstiles at








Ecco Road.

There was no recommendation in this case.

11/50

Thomas Reenan


Porch extension and tiled








roof to front of dwelling with








front elevational changes at








292 Greenacres

There was no recommendation in this case.

11/51

Ronan Kerr



Extension to rear of dwelling








at 32 Dunmore, Avenue Road.

There was no recommendation in this case.

__________________________________________________________________________
105/11
CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES
On the proposition of Councillor M Butler, and seconded by Councillor H Todd, the minutes of the Combined Planning and Monthly Meeting held on the 26th April 2011 were adopted. 
__________________________________________________________________________
106/11
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF THE COMBINED PLANNING AND MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON THE 26th APRIL 2011
Councillor J Ryan referred to Minute 083/11 (Funding for Lead Pipe Replacement) – He asked if that was the end of it or was there any point revisiting this matter.  Some people will not be in a position to replace the lead pipes into their dwellinghouses unless they receive financial assistance.  Frank Pentony, Director of Services and Town Clerk, advised that this was the second time the Council has written to the Department.  Councillor M Bellew said he was not surprised or shocked by the response.  He said he will be in touch with the Department himself.  

__________________________________________________________________________
107/11
HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT MAY 2011
David Storey went through the report for the Members.  Councillor M Butler asked about the mix of units to be leased by 30th June 2011.  David Storey advised that they are located at Barrack Mews and are a mix of 2 bed apartments and 3 bed semi detached units.  It will probably be July before the tenants move in. The units will be managed and maintained by Cluid.  He also advised that the 9 units not approved for leasing did not comply with the requirements of the leasing scheme.  

David Storey advised Councillor J Ryan that the 12 no. unsold affordable units were acquired under Part V and the Council has not managed to sell them.  He said Clúid are going to take them up for a 5 year period.
Councillor H Todd said he was advised that the window and door replacement in Cox’s Demesne is to commence over the next couple of weeks and he welcomed that.

Councillor H Todd advised that the dumping has not improved in Cox’s Demesne.  He said it has actually got worse.  He said he has also been contacted by Residents from Fatima, Father Murray Park and Muirhevnamor in relation to dumping.  He said the dumping is a serious health hazard and the problem needs to be dealt with head on.  Rats have been seen in areas where children are playing.  This is just not acceptable and cannot be put on the long finger.  We have to get the Community involved.  It is not fair on the people who are paying to have their waste disposed of.  David Storey advised that he met recently with the 4 Councillors from the Cox’s Demesne area.  The Council does not have the resources to continue to lift the dumping.  He said he is willing to engage with the Community for a permanent solution such as extinguishments etc.  Councillor H Todd said he is trying to encourage people to get involved with Tenant Associations.  However, this is going to take time.  Councillor M Bellew said he supports Councillor H Todd in relation to the dumping.  He said the Council needs to come up with some compromise to remove the dumping.  Councillor K Meenan said he also supports Councillor H Todd.  He said there must be a shared responsibility or else he can see it getting a lot worse.  Councillor O Herr suggested that maybe CCTV is the answer.  It would appear to be working in other areas such as Ballymun in Dublin.  He said that maybe the Council could write to the local authority there to establish if CCTV has helped the anti social behaviour or if it has been a step back in terms of civil liberties.  Councillor E O’Boyle said he supports Councillor Herr’s proposal.  He said it would be useful to see how other local authorities have dealt with a similar problem.  Councillor O Herr said that maybe the Council could also write to other bodies such as the Gardai, Social Services and the Department for advice as to the options that could be considered here.   Catherine Duff advised that the Council has already used CCTV.  She said it is a powerful tool in good surveillance locations.  She said that the first step to address the problem should be to do an action plan for the problem area dealing with prevention, enforcement and community involvement.  David Storey said the Council is already well versed in how to deal with this problem.  It is a matter of trying to find a solution for each area.  Councillor M Bellew agreed that the Council already has the expertise and knowledge to deal with this problem.  He said he believes it will be sorted over time.  Councillor K Meenan suggested that the Councillors could come up to Doolargy Avenue to see how they dealt with a similar problem there.  Councillor H Todd asked what will be the next step following the issue of the letters to the tenants in Oakland Park in relation to how they dispose of their waste.  David Storey said the letters will be followed up by the Environment Section.    
__________________________________________________________________________
108/11
SOCIAL HOUSING ALLOCATION SCHEME


David Storey went through the Scheme for the Members.  He advised that both the Housing SPC and the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee were consulted on the draft.  He advised that down the road applicants for housing will be assessed on a county at large basis.  He advised that an applicant exceeding the income limit threshold is not eligible for housing.  Where there are 2 refusals of reasonable offers of accommodation in areas of choice over a 12 month period the application for housing is deferred for 12 months.  He said the scheme is very similar to the scheme that was in operation.  However, the points based system is now gone.  Councillor J Ryan asked for confirmation that a refusal of voluntary housing accommodation will not result in a deferral of an application and David Storey confirmed same.  Councillor M Bellew said that it appears to him that there will be just one Housing Authority in the County in the future.  He asked that under Section 4 ‘Accommodation Choices’ there be an area of choice for north Dundalk and south Dundalk under the North Louth heading.  He also asked for confirmation that the housing authority will accommodate applications for mutual exchanges of tenancies between two tenants within Dundalk Town Council’s area only.  David Storey confirmed same.  Councillor Bellew asked that this be clearly specified in the Scheme under Section 10 ‘Mutual Exchanges’.


Subject to the above changes, the Scheme was proposed by Councillor M Butler and seconded by Councillor M Bellew.  
__________________________________________________________________________
109/11
SECTION 183 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 2001


39 BOTHAR NA CARRAIG, 10 ARD NA SI, 12 14 16 AND 18 BRICKFIELD GARDENS

On the proposition of Councillor J Ryan and seconded by Councillor M Butler, the sale of 39 Bothar na Carraig, 10 Ard na Si, 12, 14, 16 and 18 Brickfield Gardens was approved.
__________________________________________________________________________
110/11
REGENERATION UPDATE – COX’S DEMESNE

David Storey advised that the Urban Vision document is very close to being finalised.  The Council has funding of €770,000 under the Small Works Programme and he advised the Members that if they wanted any items added to the list of Quick Wins they should forward details to the Project Manager.  Dundalk Town Council has been given permission to proceed with the position of Community Warden for the Cox’s Demesne area and the Council is currently consulting with stakeholders in relation to same.
__________________________________________________________________________
111/11
MUIRHEVNAMOR REMEDIAL WORKS REPORT
David Storey advised that it is hoped to have word back regarding the Remedial Works Scheme within 4 weeks.  He said the Department is not funding any Quick Wins in 2011 for the Muirhevnamor area.  However, DTC has set aside funding for a Quick Wins programme and he advised the Members that if they wanted any items added to the list they should forward details to the Project Manager.  He said the All Weather Pitch will be officially opened in June 2011.  The Part 8 planning documents for the up-grading of the Dundalk Sports Centre will be going on public display next week.  This project will be subject to funding.
__________________________________________________________________________
112/11
AFS 2010


Joan Smith presented the unaudited Annual Financial Statement 2010 to the Members.  She advised Councillor M Butler that the community fixed assets (page 10) were the housing units at Rock Road and Barrack Street.  On the proposition of Councillor O Morgan and seconded by Councillor J Ryan, the Members agreed the Annual Financial Statement 2010 as presented.  Conn Murray, County Manager acknowledged the efforts of the staff in the Finance Section in preparing and presenting a balanced set of accounts under the current financial constraints.
__________________________________________________________________________
113/11
S.104 RESOLUTION AUTHORISING OVER EXPENDITURE IN 2010
On the proposition of Councillor M Butler and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle, the Members authorised the over expenditure in 2010.


__________________________________________________________________________
114/11
PRESENTATION ON THE BIODIVERSITY PROJECT ON THE NAVVY BANK
Peter McVeigh, Senior Executive Engineer gave the Members a presentation on the Biodiversity Project on the Navvy Bank.  He advised that the Council have received a grant of €16,000 for an information centre and a viewing platform.  Councillor O Herr congratulated Peter McVeigh on all the work done.  The project is Dundalk’s jewel for promoting tourism.  Councillor M Bellew congratulated Peter on a very informative presentation.  He said Peter has taken this project to his heart and has worked hard on it.  The people in the area are very happy that he did get involved.  Councillor M Butler welcomed the return of the telescope.  She also congratulated the Council on recycling the boulders from the Market Square.  She commended Peter on all the work done and for securing grant aid.  She also noted the community involvement and thanked them for all their efforts.
__________________________________________________________________________
115/11
PROGRESS REPORT MAY 2011
Report was noted by the Members.  
Frank Pentony, Director of Services and Town Clerk, advised that he has been in discussions recently with the Clanbrassil Street and Church Street Traders and they have agreed a course of action going forward in relation to the works at the Market Square.  This involves reducing the pay parking charges in June, July and August in Church Street, Clanbrassil Street, Bachelors Walk and Crowe Street.  In addition, the staff car park at the rear of the Town Hall will be opened on Saturdays for pay parking.  In the long term, the plan is that there will be no interference with the Contractors or the Christmas trade.
Councillor J Ryan asked if there was any update on the restoration of Seatown Windmill.  Frank Pentony advised that aside from the funding issue, the Windmill is land locked and we have not been successful to date in acquiring the land to access the site.
__________________________________________________________________________
116/11
DEPUTATION FROM EDUCATE TOGETHER GROUP

Gerry McKevitt gave the Members a presentation on Educate Together.  He informed the Members that the Group has opened 40 schools since 2000.  The Educate Together Charter underpins everything they do.  They are multi denominational, co-educational, child-centred and democratically run.  The Dundalk Educate Together Action Group was established in 2009.  Earlier this year they held a public launch of a pre enrolment list and to date over 100 children have been pre enrolled.  He advised that since 2007 the only way to open a new school is to get sanction from the Minister.  However, the Department of Education and Skills has indicated that there is no need for a new primary school in Dundalk in the short term.  Cathaoirleach, Councillor C. Keelan, thanked Gerry for his presentation.  Councillor M. Butler said she was very supportive and asked how the Council could help.   Councillor J Ryan asked what are the advantages of an Educate Together School?  Gerry McKevitt advised that they do not have a religious denomination ethos.  They believe that parents should have that choice.  They support a high level of parental involvement in their child’s education.  An Educate Together School offers another option with a different ethos.  Gerry McKevitt said he has an information booklet which he will hand out to the Members.  He said that if any of the Councillors want anymore information to contact him.


__________________________________________________________________________
117/11
EXTINGUISHMENT OF RIGHT OF WAY AT REAR ALLEYWAY AT HILL VIEW/O’HANLON STREET NORTH/MCSWINEY STREET/CULHANE STREET DUNDALK

Frank Pentony, Director of Services and Town Clerk, advised that no submissions have been received.  The recommendation is that the right of way be extinguished subject to the Residents engaging in consultation with the Council in relation to what form the extinguishment will take e.g. gates.  Councillor J Ryan advised that this area has become a centre for anti social behaviour.  It is long passed time something was done about this.  He asked if there will be any funding towards gates and Frank Pentony said he could not promise anything until he knows what is being proposed.  There will have to be a contribution from the Residents.  Councillor S Bellew enquired about the land that is being closed off and David Storey said that some may be given to Residents under caretaker agreements.  Councillor M Bellew said he supports the extinguishment.  The Residents have been putting up with anti social behaviour for a long time and are now trying to get peace of mind.  He said they are pricing gates at the moment. 


On the proposition of Councillor M Bellew and seconded by Councillor J Ryan, it was agreed to extinguish the right of way at rear alleyway at Hill View/O’Hanlon Street North/McSwiney Street/Culhane Street, Dundalk.
 ________________________________________________________________________
118/11
REPORT ON TRAFFIC LIGHTS THROUGHOUT THE TOWN OF DUNDALK

Councillor M Butler referred to the third option suggested in the report for the Bay Estate and Coe’s Road junctions with the Inner Relief Road, and said that the removal of the right hand turn would not be feasible until the Part 8 works are undertaken to the roundabout at the Avenue Road.  She said she hopes that maybe this work will take place in 2012.  She said she was amazed that the problem with the lights at the Crowne Plaza and Millennium Road was down to faulty pedestrian buttons. She said she is glad that the issues with the traffic lights are finally being addressed.  Catherine Duff advised that Pat Stuart was not really recommending any of the 3 options for the Inner Relief Road junctions.


Cathaoirleach, Councillor Conor Keelan said he is pleased that a pedestrian walkway is being incorporated into the Smarter Travel proposals for the Chapel Street/Market Street area.
He said he hopes in the long term that more people will be walking and cycling.


__________________________________________________________________________
119/11
REPORT ON PROPOSED TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF MAXWELL’S ROW
AND BAN ON HGV TRAFFIC FROM MAXWELL’S ROW
Sinead Maguire’s report indicated that speed was not an issue and that the number of HGVs using the road was small.  The recommendation is that there is not a need for any changes.  Councillor E O’Boyle remarked that an extensive amount of study had gone into the report and appreciated that.  However, he said signage banning HGVs would be a deterrent.  Catherine Duff pointed out that there is not an engineering basis for that action.  Councillor H Todd asked that the Council at least consider providing 2 ramps to slow down the traffic at St. Nicholas Avenue.  Catherine Duff advised that the figures do not reflect that.  She said drivers are driving within the speed limit.  She said we must prioritise and deal with the areas where we do have a problem with speed.  Cathaoirleach, Councillor C Keelan suggested reviewing this matter again in about 4/5 months time.  He said it is possible that some of the traffic that formerly used the route may not be aware that the road has re-opened.  Catherine Duff advised that a further report will be presented to the Members in September to see if the figures are any different.  Councillor S Bellew asked where the accident statistics come from and Catherine Duff advised that they are complied by the Gardai.  Councillor J Ryan said the report presented was quite detailed and that Sinead Maguire should be complimented for same. 
__________________________________________________________________________
120/11
CONFERENCES / EVENTS - TO APPROVE MEMBERS’ ATTENDANCE AT THE ENCLOSED CONFERENCES


On the proposition of Councillor E O’Boyle, seconded by Councillor J Ryan, the Members attendance at Conferences listed with the agenda and recorded in the Conference Register was approved.  

__________________________________________________________________________
121/11
NOTICE OF MOTIONS – COUNCILLOR OLIVER MORGAN
1. That this council, as matter of urgency erect “Children at Play” signs in the Glenmore Park area of Muirhevnamor.
The motion was seconded by Councillor M Butler.
Councillor O Morgan advised that some motorists are abusing the speed limit in the area.   Signs would make them aware that children are playing in the area.

2. That this council consider erecting a “Stop” sign and install white lines at the junctions of Brookwood Lawns/Greenwood Drive and Hazel Close/Hazelwood Avenue, Bay Estate.
The motion was seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle.
Councillor O Morgan said a number of representations have been made to him in relation to these junctions.  He said there were white lines at the Brookwood Lawns/Greenwood Drive junction but they have faded.

__________________________________________________________________________
122/11
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR EAMONN O’BOYLE
To commemorate Dundalk’s Fire-fighters who assisted Belfast’s devastated people in the aftermath of the 1941 blitzes.

That this Council, in recognition and commemoration of the courage and gallant efforts made by Dundalk’s regular and auxiliary fire-fighters who volunteered and went to assist the Belfast Fire Brigade and the devastated people of Belfast in the aftermath of the Luftwaffe blitzes in April and in May 1941 by hosting an inter-denominational commemorative service and by erecting an appropriate commemorative plaque.
The motion was seconded by Councillor H Todd

Councillor E O’Boyle advised that he attended a ceremony recently in Drogheda to commemorate the Fire Fighters from Drogheda, Dundalk, Dublin and Dun Laoghaire who had assisted the Belfast Fire Brigade and the devastated people of Belfast in the aftermath of the 1941 Blitzs.  He said Dundalk Town Council should hold a similar commemoration here and he suggested that maybe a plaque could be erected and a tree planted at Dundalk Fire Station.  Cathaoirleach, Councillor C Keelan said he also attended the ceremony in Drogheda and said Dundalk should also hold a service to commemorate the Fire Fighter’s efforts.  Councillor O Morgan said he also supported the motion and said he would welcome a similar occasion in Dundalk in the future.
__________________________________________________________________________
123/11
RESOLUTIONS
Resolutions were noted by the Members.  
Councillor O Herr commended Ardee Town Council and Wexford Borough Council on their motions which were similar to motions recently adopted by Dundalk Town Council.  Councillor J Ryan commended Fermoy Town Council on their motion.
__________________________________________________________________________
124/11
CORRESPONDENCE
Correspondence was noted by the Members.  
Frank Pentony, Director of Services and Town Clerk, advised the Members that nominations for the 2011 People of the Year Awards should be made by 20th June 2011.
On the proposition of Councillor J Ryan and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle it was agreed to give a civic reception to Dundalk Rugby Club following their success in the Provincial Town Cup.  Cathaoirleach, Councillor C Keelan, said he would contact the Club in relation to a suitable date for the reception.  Councillor M Bellew suggested holding the monthly meeting an hour earlier and then the reception afterwards.  Councillor O Herr said he would support Councillor Bellew’s proposal.  Frank Pentony, Director of Services and Town Clerk, advised that the AGM will be held on 28th June 2011.  Councillor M Bellew said he would not be available that night.  Councillor J Ryan said it is not acceptable to give a reception and then for only 2 or 3 Members to turn up.  There should be at least 50% of the Members present otherwise the Council is not honouring the Group.  Cathaoirleach, Councillor C Keelan suggested holding the Reception on the 14th June.  Councillor M Butler advised that there is an MPC meeting that day at 5.30 p.m.  The Cathaoirleach said he would contact the Club and get back to the Members with a date.  He said he will endeavour to have everyone there on the night.   
__________________________________________________________________________
The Meeting ended with prayers at 9.30 p.m.
Minutes confirmed at Meeting

Held on the             day of                                2011
                                                                                           _____________________

                                                                                               CATHAOIRLEACH





     ________________________
                                                                                             CLEIREACH AN BHAILE
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