DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE COMBINED PLANNING AND MONTHLY MEETING OF DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL, HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, DUNDALK, ON TUESDAY 28th JUNE 2011
PRESENT
Cathaoirleach, Councillor M Butler, presided.

ALSO PRESENT

Councillor C Keelan, Councillor O Morgan, Councillor O Herr, Councillor E O’Boyle, Councillor H Todd, Councillor J Green, Councillor K Meenan and Councillor J Ryan.

IN ATTENDANCE

Mr C Murray, County Manager

Mr D Storey, Acting Director of Services & Town Clerk
Ms C Duff, Town Engineer

Mr J Lawrence, Administrative Officer

Ms A McDonnell, Senior Staff Officer
APOLOGIES

Councillor M Bellew
Councillor S Bellew
134/11
PLANNING AND RELATED MATTERS
11/52

McDonalds Restaurants

Alterations to elevations including 



of Ireland Ltd.


modifications to all booth windows,








new roof signs, increase in opening








hours, new seating and railings to








pavement at front of building and 








new railings around Drive – Thru at








McDonalds Restaurant, Dundalk.

The members were advised that a grant of permission was issued for this application



11/53
Sheena Flood


Single storey extension to side







of existing childcare facility at      








68 Cypress Gardens, Dundalk.

The members were advised that a grant of permission was issued for this application.

11/54

Niall McKevitt & Emma

Two storey extension at 

Coburn
3 The Long Avenue, Dundalk.

The members were advised that a grant of permission was issued for this application.

11/55

R. Naylor & Sons


Development to consist of








5 no. single storey dwelling houses








at Dunmore, Avenue Road, Dundalk.
There was no recommendation in this case.

11/56

Richard Sheppard


Change of front elevation from








brick finish to dash/render finish,








modification to roof and porch, new








garage door and window at








11 Seafield Lawns, Dundalk.

The members were advised that a grant of permission was issued for this application.

11/57

PSI Ltd.



Development to consist of use from








tile/timber showroom to use as a 








bingo hall and ancillary facilities at








Coes Road, Formally Flooring Products,








Dundalk.

There was no recommendation in this case.

11/58

Hugh & Maureen Quigley

Proposed first floor extension to 








rear of 79 St Nicholas Avenue,








Dundalk.

There was no recommendation in this case.

11/59

Lis na Mere



Proposed housing development 



Developments


including road access, realignment








of existing footpath and kerbline on








Carrickmacross Road and 








associated works for six detached








dwellings at Lis Na Wully








Carrickmacross Road, Dundalk.





There was no recommendation in this case.

11/60

Lis na Mere



Outlined permission for six



Developments


detached dwellings at








Lis Na Wully








Carrickmacross Road, Dundalk. 

There was no recommendation in this case.

11/61

Gerry Matthews


Single storey extension to rear 








of existing shop at








Toolfix, 87-89 Dublin Street, 








Dundalk.

There was no recommendation in this case.

11/62

KSH Holdings Ltd.


Development to consist of  



Na Gael Gaelic 


internally illuminated signs, 



Football Club.


externally mounted illuminated








signs, two flat screen internal








advertising signs at 1 Market Square, Dundalk
There was no recommendation in this case.

11/63

Paul McCullins


Development to consist of








alterations to existing facade








to form new entrance, new








signage at North Link Park, Coe’s Road,








Dundalk.

There was no recommendation in this case.

11/64

Trezgrove Properties Ltd.,

Construction on new workshop



T/A G.M. Steel Fabrications.
unit and development works at








Coe’s Road Industrial Estate,








Dundalk.

There was no recommendation in this case.

11/65

Declan Tinnelly


Construction of pitched roof to








part of existing flat roof including








roof light, retention of shop front








at ground level etc at








23A Market Street, Dundalk.

There was no recommendation in this case.

11/66

Fidelma Carolan


Extension to side elevation of 








existing dwellinghouse at








164 Cedarwood Park, Dundalk.

There was no recommendation in this case.

11/67

Appletree Foundation

New external platform lift and 








adjacent steps to provide access








to basement level from rear garden








and new door access from same, 








to include works to Protected 








Structure (ID D280) at








Roden House, Roden Place, Dundalk.

There was no recommendation in this case.

11/68

Dundalk Rugby 


Retention and completion of 



Football Club



4no. 20m high floodlights,








generator and storage building








etc. at, Dundalk Rugby Football Club








Mill Road, Dundalk.

There was no recommendation in this case.

11/69

Michael McGlynn


Retention of shutters to ground








floor unit at junction of Bridge St.








and Linenhall Street at








Block D, Tain Court, Bridge Street, Dundalk.

On the proposition of Councillor E O’Boyle and seconded by Councillor H Todd, the members agreed to recommend that the Manager grant permission in this case.   Councillor O’Boyle wished to discuss this issue further; however John Lawrence advised that a discussion on a live planning application was not appropriate in the forum of the Monthly Meeting and that the period for making submissions was still open should he wish to make a formal submission.

Councillor K Meenan stated that he wished to discuss in general the Council’s Shutters Policy as contained within the Development Plan.  He stated that a variation to the Development Plan should be made to provide greater leeway in deciding on planning applications that included proposals for shutters.  The Cathaoirleach, Councillor M Butler advised that the Planning MPC would be the most appropriate forum to discuss this issue.  Councillor K Meenan responded that there was urgency to this matter.  The Manager advised that as it was a Policy issue, it should be placed on the Planning MPC agenda and then come back to the Council.

__________________________________________________________________________
135/11
CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES
On the proposition of Councillor J Ryan, and seconded by Councillor H Todd, the minutes of the Housing MPC 22nd February 2011 were adopted.
On the proposition of Councillor C Keelan, and seconded by Councillor O Morgan, the minutes of the Planning MPC 12th April 2011 were adopted.

On the proposition of Councillor E O’Boyle, and seconded by Councillor J Ryan, the minutes of the Combined Planning and Monthly Meeting held on the 24th May 2011 were adopted.

__________________________________________________________________________
136/11
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF THE COMBINED PLANNING AND MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON THE 24th MAY 2011
Councillor E O’Boyle referred to Minute 122/11 – He asked if there was any progress on organising a ceremony in Dundalk to commemorate the Dundalk Fire Fighters who assisted the Belfast Fire Brigade and people of Belfast in the aftermath of the 1941 Blitzs.  David Storey advised that he will come back to Councillor O’Boyle regarding same.
Councillor O Morgan referred to Minute 121/11 – He asked if there was any update on his Notices of Motion.  Catherine Duff advised that these works are not provided for in the 2011 Budget and are not included in this years work programme.  She advised that the Council do not use Children at Play Signs any longer as they are considered to be ineffective.
__________________________________________________________________________
137/11
HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT JUNE 2011
David Storey went through the report for the Members.  There are 108 leasing applications.  This is a county at large figure.  He advised that College Manor is a category 3 unfinished estate and that road resurfacing has to be done prior to taking in charge.  Councillor E O’Boyle asked if there had been any improvement in anti social behaviour and David Storey advised that complaints are investigated first and then a decision is made whether or not to take any action.  Councillor O’Boyle also asked about the maintenance requests and David Storey confirmed that the number of requests is down 70 on this time last year.  He advised that the Energy Efficiency Upgrade has been completed in 22 units at Paddy Tierney Crescent and that they would be starting Ashling Park in the next couple of days.  Councillor J Ryan noted that there are 1049 single person household, 67 homeless and 67 traveller applicants on the housing list.  David Storey advised that approx. 1200 applicants are in receipt of rent support and are already in accommodation.  There is one request for housing at the Halting Site and none of the homeless applicants are actually on the street.  They are either in nursing homes, the Simon or with Homeless Aid in Drogheda.  He said there are 35 applicants on the Affordable Housing List.  A number of applicants had received provisional loan approval but then could not get the final approval.  Councillor J Ryan asked about Part V and David Storey advised that Part V is going to be stood down following a review.  The Department is no longer asking local authorities to take into consideration.  He said the Minister has also advised that the Rent Support Scheme will be moving from the Department of Social Welfare to local authorities.  A Task Force is being set up to look at this.  Councillor C Keelan asked if the category 4 unfinished estate listed as Meadow Grove is in Dundalk and David Storey clarified that this estate is Meadow Grove in Carlingford.

__________________________________________________________________________
138/11
ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN NEWRY AND MOURNE DISTRICT COUNCIL AND LOUTH COUNTY COUNCIL – JOINT COMMITTEE OF ELECTED MEMBERS (2 NO.)

Councillor Sean Bellew, on the proposition of Councillor C Keelan and seconded by Councillor J Ryan, and Councillor E O’Boyle, on the proposition of Councillor O Morgan and seconded by Councillor J Ryan, were elected to represent Dundalk Town Council on the Louth Local Authorities and Newry & Mourne Strategic Alliance Committee.
__________________________________________________________________________
139/11
PROGRESS REPORT JUNE 2011
Report was noted by the Members.  
__________________________________________________________________________
140/11
PART VIII - 81 DOOLARGY AVENUE, MUIRHEVNAMOR, DUNDALK - PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT ACT 2000 AND THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001 AND 2006


David Storey advised that the Manager’s Report was already circulated.  Funding for this project has already been approved by the Department under the Housing Action Plan.  On the proposition of Councillor K Meenan and seconded by Councillor O Morgan, it was agreed that the project proceed as outlined in the Manager’s Report.
__________________________________________________________________________
141/11
CONFERENCES / EVENTS - TO APPROVE MEMBERS’ ATTENDANCE AT THE ENCLOSED CONFERENCES


On the proposition of Councillor E O’Boyle, seconded by Councillor J Ryan, the

Members attendance at Conferences listed with the agenda and recorded in the Conference Register was approved.  

__________________________________________________________________________
142/11
NOTICE OF MOTIONS – COUNCILLOR H TODD
“That this Council carry out works as a matter of urgency to remove the huge amount of waste/rubbish at Oakland Park, Dundalk, in the interest of public health and safety, and following the removal measures are put in place to prevent the problem reoccurring”.
The motion was seconded by Councillor J Greene.
Councillor H Todd said there is now a serious stench of the rubbish.  The children are playing in the area where the rubbish is located and there have been several complaints of rats.  Councillor Todd proposed that here tonight the Council find funding to remove this rubbish and same was seconded by Councillor J Green.  
Councillor Green said it is absolutely shocking when you look closely.  Something is going to have to be done.  Councillor J Ryan said the grass is very high but when you look closely you can see all the bags of rubbish in the grass.  Councillor E O’Boyle said he also supported Councillor Todd’s motion.  The dumping is getting worse by the day.  The money should be found to do the clean up right away.  Councillor O Herr said there was extensive debate on this issue at the last meeting and he understood that measures would be taken to identify the offenders.  Councillor K Meenan said the situation in Oakland Park is becoming a major problem.  They had a similar problem in Doolargy Avenue.  However, it would be his opinion that you eradicate a problem in one place and create another.  Councillor H Todd said the Litter Laws are there and should be implemented.  David Storey advised that the Council is willing to enter into a permanent solution.  Money was found in the past to clean up the area but now the dumping is as bad as ever.  Catherine Duff advised that funding for CCTV is to be provided by Pobal.  David Storey advised that letters have been issued to the Residents who did not reply to the earlier letter.  He said the Council will not be doing a clean up unless the Residents in the area become actively involved in addressing the situation.  Councillor Todd reminded the Members that he had put forward a proposal to find funding for a clean up and this proposal was seconded.  David Storey said that to provide the funding for this clean up would mean that another area will suffer.  Councillor Todd said that if any of the children from the area become ill he will hold David Storey personally responsible.  Cathaoirleach, Councillor M Butler asked the Councillor to treat the Officials with respect.  
__________________________________________________________________________
143/11
NOTICE OF QUESTION – COUNCILLOR H. TODD
“How much was set aside in 2011 estimates for environmental work, how much as has been spent so far giving a breakdown where it was spent and how much is remaining to be spent?.”
John Lawrence advised that there are a number of budgets for different programmes, grant schemes etc.  Under Community Environmental Events there is a budget to provide assistance to Community Groups for clean ups.  Councillor H Todd said that machinery would be required at this stage to remove the dumping in Oakland Park.  Conn Murray, County Manager, said this is something we are not in a position to answer.  The money is not there.  He said he appreciates that this is a huge issue.  The Council will engage with the Residents to try and find a permanent solution.  There must be commitment from all sides.  Councillor K Meenan said these are derelict open sites that belong to the Council.  Cathaoirleach, Councillor M Butler said all parties should get together to discuss.  Councillor C Keelan suggested that a deputation of 
Councillors from the area should meet with David Storey, John Lawrence and the Cathaoirleach this week.  Councillor Todd said he will try and get the Residents involved.  
__________________________________________________________________
144/11
RESOLUTIONS
Resolutions were noted by the Members.  
__________________________________________________________________________
145/11
CORRESPONDENCE
On the proposition of Councillor O Herr and seconded by Councillor J Ryan, it was agreed that we send a copy of this Councils Motion from the March meeting in relation to our opposition to Westminster’s plans to build 5 new nuclear power stations along the Irish Sea in Britain etc., to the Office for Nuclear Development.
__________________________________________________________________________
146/11
AOB

John Lawrence advised the Members that the Council is piloting the Uisce Bagga initiative in an effort to conserve water.  The bag is placed in the toilet cistern and saves 1 litre of water every flush.  He gave a bag to each of the Members and asked them to partake in the pilot.

__________________________________________________________________________
The Meeting ended with prayers at 8.30 p.m.
Minutes confirmed at Meeting

Held on the             day of                                2011
                                                                                           _____________________

                                                                                               CATHAOIRLEACH





     ________________________
                                                                                             CLEIREACH AN BHAILE
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