DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL, HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, DUNDALK, ON
TUESDAY 28th JUNE 2011
PRESENT
Cathaoirleach, Councillor C Keelan, presided.
ALSO PRESENT

Councillor O Morgan, Councillor O Herr, Councillor M Butler, Councillor E O’Boyle, Councillor H Todd, Councillor J Green, Councillor K Meenan and Councillor J Ryan.

IN ATTENDANCE

Mr C Murray, County Manager

Mr D Storey, Acting Director of Services & Town Clerk
Ms C Duff, Town Engineer

Mr J Lawrence, Administrative Officer

Ms A McDonnell, Senior Staff Officer
APOLOGIES

Councillor M Bellew
Councillor S Bellew
The Meeting commenced with prayers at 7.00pm.
131/11
ELECTION OF CATHAOIRLEACH FOR ENSUING YEAR
The outgoing Cathaoirleach, Councillor C Keelan, said it had been a great honour and privilege to hold the office.  He thanked the Members for their co-operation throughout the year.  He also thanked Conn Murray, Frank Pentony, David Storey Catherine Duff, John Lawrence and the Town Clerks Office staff for their support and assistance to him during the year.  He also acknowledged all the hard work and assistance of all the Council staff both outdoor and indoor.  He thanked his family, friends, neighbours, supporters and fellow party members for all their support.  He commented that some of the highlights of the year were that works have commenced on the Market Square Refurbishment, having won the Smarter Travel Schools Competition, that Dundalk retained the gold medal in the Tidy Towns Competition and the opening of the FIFA all weather pitch in Muirhevnamor District Park.   

The Members joined in congratulating Councillor Keelan on a job well done.  He was diligent, very approachable and good humoured.  He had represented the Town Council very well and always treated everyone with respect.  They wished him all the best for the future.    

Conn Murray, County Manager, said Councillor Keelan had been most professional in the performance of his duties and had been competent in every aspect of the job.
Councillor M Butler on the proposition of Councillor O Herr and seconded by Councillor J Ryan and agreed by the Members was the sole nominee for Cathaoirleach for the ensuing year and was duly elected.

Councillor M Butler thanked the Members for their support and said it was a great honour to be elected Cathaoirleach.  She noted that it was 19 years since a woman last wore the chains in Dundalk Town Council and was delighted to be the Cathaoirleach in the centenary year of women councillors in Ireland.  She said she was looking forward to the completion of the Market Square refurbishment, which she believes will be a catalyst for a re-energised town, and also the Smarter Schools initiative.  She said she was also looking forward to working with the Council Officials who have always been very helpful and co-operative.  A lot of tough decisions have been made over the last 2 years but in all cases Dundalk has always been put first.
132/11
ELECTION OF LEAS CATHAOIRLEACH FOR ENSUING YEAR
Councillor J Ryan on the proposition of Councillor K Meenan and seconded by Councillor O Morgan and agreed by the Members was the sole nominee for Leas Cathaoirleach and was duly elected.
__________________________________________________________________________
133/11
Election of chairpersons of the municipal policy committees
Councillor H Todd was elected chairperson of the Housing Municipal Policy Committee on the proposition of Councillor K Meenan and seconded by Councillor J Green. 
Councillor M Bellew was elected chairperson of the Planning & Development Municipal Policy Committee on the proposition of Councillor M Butler and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle. 
Councillor C Keelan was elected chairperson of the Infrastructure Municipal Policy Committee on the proposition of Councillor O Herr and seconded by Councillor K Meenan.
Councillor E O’Boyle was elected chairperson of the Environment, Recreation & Amenity Municipal Policy Committee on the proposition of Councillor J Ryan and seconded by Councillor H Todd.
This concluded the business of the meeting

Minutes confirmed at Meeting

Held on the             day of                                2011
                                                                                           _____________________

                                                                                               CATHAOIRLEACH





     ________________________
                                                                                             CLEIREACH AN BHAILE
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