DUNDALK  TOWN  COUNCIL

MINUTES  OF COMBINED PLANNING & MONTHLY  MEETING  OF DUNDALK  TOWN  COUNCIL, HELD  IN  THE  COUNCIL  CHAMBER , TOWN  HALL,  DUNDALK  ON TUESDAY  26 JULY, 2011  AT 7.00  PM

PRESENT

Cathaoirleach, Councillor M Butler presided. 

ALSO PRESENT

Councillor S Bellew, Councillor M Bellew, Councillor J Green, Councillor M Doyle, Councillor O Herr, Councillor C Keelan, Councillor K Meenan, Councillor O Morgan, Councillor E O’Boyle, Councillor J Ryan and Councillor H Todd.

IN ATTENDANCE

C Murray, County Manager
F Pentony, Director of Services & Town Clerk
C Duff, Town Engineer
D Storey, Senior Executive Officer
J Lawrence, Administrative Officer

S Mullen, Senior Executive Planner

THE MEETING COMMENCED WITH PRAYERS
147/11
VOTE OF SYMPATHY


On the proposition of Councillor S. Bellew and seconded by Councillor O 


Morgan, the members agreed to extend a vote of sympathy to the 



family of the late Matthew McEvoy, Fatima Court.



On the proposition of Cathaoirleach M Butler and seconded by Councillor 


E O’Boyle, the members agreed to extend a vote of sympathy to 



the family of Mrs. Amanda McGee, daughter of Paul Owens, 




Dundalk Town Council carpenter.
On the proposition of Councillor C Keelan and seconded by Councillor O Herr, the members agreed to extend a vote of sympathy to the family of the late Tommy Clarke, former Dundalk Town Council plumber and amateur dramatics producer.

148/11
Planning  and related matters
11/65

Declan Tinnelly

Development to consist of pitched







roof and retention of shop front etc.







at 23A Market Street.

The members were informed that this application was invalid.

11/66

Fidelma Carolan

Development to consist of extension







and all associated works at







164 Cedarwood Park.
There was no recommendation in this case.

11/67

Appletree Foundation
New external platform lift and adjacent







steps for access to basement level at







Roden House, Roden Place.
There was no recommendation in this case.

11/68

Dundalk Rugby

Retention and completion of 4no. 20m



Football Club


high floodlights, generator and equipment







storage building at







Dundalk Rugby Football Club







Mill Road.
There was no recommendation in this case.

11/69

Michael McGlynn

Retention of shutters to ground floor







unit at junction of Bridge Street and







Linenhall Street, Block D, Tain Court,







Bridge Street.
There was no recommendation in this case.

11/70

Wanze Properties

Development to consist of 6 island



(Dundalk) Ltd.

petrol filling station at 







Dundalk Shopping Centre, Dublin Rd.,







Hill St., Stapleton Drive.
There was no recommendation in this case.

11/71

Peadar Sheils

Development to consist of 52 bedroom







single storey nursing home, retirement







village consisting of 37no. 2 bedroom 







single storey dwellings etc. at







Dowdallshill, Old Newry Road.
There was no recommendation in this case.

11/72
McCaughey Developments
Development to consist of site works for







44 serviced residential sites etc at







Lower Point Road.

Councillor E O’Boyle queried why there were two applications 11/72 and 11/74 for the same site and was this not a strange situation.  John Lawrence advised that it was inappropriate at the Monthly Meeting to discuss live applications and an applicant in any event was entitled to submit an application for permission of their choosing to the Planning Authority.  Councillor M Bellew remarked that he did not recall when the decision was taken not to allow reasonable questions on live applications and proposed that when reasonable questions regarding applications are asked that they be answered.  Councillor J Ryan seconded the proposal.  Frank Pentony advised that there was a danger that persons may think that some bias may be being shown if members were discussing live applications not withstanding that decisions are made by the executive. 

11/73

Gerry McDonnell

Extension of the duration of permission







granted under PD Ref 06/323 and 







associated works at Townspark,







Castletown Road.
There was no recommendation in this case.

11/74

McCaughey DevelopmentsOutline permission for 44 dwelling







houses at Lower Point Road.
There was no recommendation in this case.

11/75

Board of Management
Development to consist of all weather



Scoil Eoin Baiste

pitch including lighting etc. at







Bellew’s Bridge Road, Fatima.
There was no recommendation in this case.

11/76

C Breen & J McDonagh
Change of use of part of ground







floor of Distillery House to use as







a Health Centre / Clinic at







Distillery House, Distillery Lane.
There was no recommendation in this case.

11/77

The Knights of Hibernia
Demolition of two storey building







at Albert Place.
There was no recommendation in this case.
149/11
CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES


On the proposition of Councillor O Morgan and seconded by Councillor C 


Keelan, the minutes of the Environment, Parks, Recreation and 



Amenity MPC of 22nd February, 2011 were approved.



On the proposition of Councillor J Ryan and seconded by Councillor E 

O’Boyle, the minutes of the Annual General Meeting of 28th June, 


2011 were approved.



On the proposition of Councillor J Ryan and seconded by Councillor O 


Morgan, the minutes of the Combined Planning & Monthly Meeting 



of 28th June 2011 were approved.
150/11
Matters Arising


Councillor H Todd referred to minute 142/11 and wished to clarify that he 
should have said that he would hold Dundalk Town Council responsible for any injury to children and not  David Storey personally.  He further remarked that he always treats both his colleagues on the Council and the officials with respect.



Councillor M Bellew referred to minute 131/11 and wished to add his



congratulations to former Cathaoirleach Councillor C Keelan and 



Councillor M Butler on her election to Cathaoirleach.
151/11
HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT


Councillor E O’Boyle sought and was given clarification on figures 



contained with the report relating to leasing units.  Councillor K Meenan 


queried the readiness of Dundalk Town Council to deal with the 



management of the Rent Supplement Scheme and enquired on the 


current status of Regeneration for Muirhevnamor.  David Storey 



responded that a working group has been set up to look into 




requirements of the Rent Supplement Scheme. He further advised 



that a submission has been sent to the Department outlining 




proposals for spending ICR’s on Estate Management Works in 



Muirhevnamor.


David Storey clarified for Councillor J Ryan that approx 50% of 



applications for leasing units were accepted and that 24 of the 



units were now with Clúid Housing Association.



David Storey advised the members on ongoing difficulties



in securing a tenant for the Crèche at Lios Dubh.  On foot of



this, Dundalk Town Council was considering alternative use



options for the facility.



Councillor M Bellew congratulated the Housing Maintenance team on the 


quick turn around times of vacant housing stock for re allocation.
152/11
PROGRESS REPORT JULY


This item was noted by the members.
153/11
FILLING OF CASUAL VACANCY


On the proposal of Councillor E O’Boyle and seconded by Councillor O

Morgan, Maria Doyle was co-opted into the casual vacancy on Dundalk Town Council to fill the seat vacated by recently appointed Senator J D’Arcy.  The Cathaoirleach Councillor M Butler welcomed Councillor M Doyle on behalf of the members.

154/11
BIDS


David Storey advised that the Town Centre Commercial Manager was on leave 
           at present and he therefore gave the members an update on the request for      

           extension of BIDS.  This extension of BIDS will require a plebiscite of ratepayers    

           and approval of the members.
155/11
UPDATE ON CORE STRATEGY
The members agreed to fix a date for this meeting upon completion of business at this meeting.

156/11
ALLOCATION OF MEMBERS COMMUNITY GRANTS


This item was noted by the members.
157/11
GRANTS PROVIDED TO PROMOTE THE INTERESTS OF LOCAL 


COMMUNITIES AS PROVIDED UNDER SECTION 66 OF THE LOCAL 


GOVERNMENT ACT 2001


This item was noted by the members.
158/11
PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY AT REAR OF 
HOUSES ON BACHELORS WALK AND SIDE OF HOUSES AT ALBERT  

PLACE AND JAMES STREET, DUNDALK


John Lawrence gave the members the relevant background to this



request.  On the proposition of Councillor J Green and seconded by



Councillor M Bellew, the members agreed to extinguish the Public



Right of Way as proposed.
159/11
Councillors Allocations – Tax Implications



Frank Pentony advised the members on this new requirement 



and urged that grant recipients come in and talk with officials who


will facilitate them in every way possible.  Councillor J Ryan expressed 


his outrage at this imposition on voluntary organizations and 




persons.



It was clarified for the members that this provision came into effect


from 2011 and that organizations that had received first half

payment would require tax registration prior to payment of second half of grant.  Councillor J Ryan remarked that changes in mid tax year was totally unacceptable.
160/11
CONFERENCES / EVENTS- TO APPROVE MEMBERS ATTENDANCE AT CONFERENCES


On the proposition of Councillor M Bellew and seconded by Councillor
E O’Boyle, the Members attendance at Conferences listed with the agenda and recorded in the Conference Register was approved.

161/11
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR M BELLEW
“That Dundalk Town Council clean all road gullies in the Dundalk Urban area in order to eliminate all the unnecessary ponding / flooding of water on the roads after every time it rains”.  



The proposal was seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle.  Councillor M Bellew

advised on his embarrassment at having to bring forward this motion.  It was an issue that he raised year on year.  Councillor E O’Boyle, Councillor H Todd and Councillor O Herr agreed with Councillor M Bellew’s sentiments.

Town Engineer C Duff responded that this is an issue that needs addressing and that with 3000 gullies within the town, there was a four year maintenance programme in place.  However, maintenance was becoming an increasing difficult issue for Dundalk Town Council, in particular due to cutbacks and staffing resources.  Councillor M Bellew remarked that ponding causes potholes and that it was crucial that additional finance be spent on the main trafficked areas.

162/11
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR E O’BOYLE
Notice of Motion: Supply texts to further profession development of members.
That the Members of this Council in furtherance of their professional development be supplied with the following texts:

a) Local Government Act, 2001.

b) Planning and Development Act, 2000.

c) Planning and Development Regulations, 2001.

d) Planning and Development (Strategic Infrastructure) Act 2006.

e) Planning and Development (Amendment) Act 2010.



The proposal was seconded by Councillor H Todd.
163/11
NOTICE OF MOTIONS – COUNCILLOR O HERR
1.
Clarification of the status of the Smarter Travel Areas Grant Scheme

That Dundalk Town Council formally writes to the Minister of Transport and the Department of Transport seeking clarification on the status of the Smarter Travel Areas Grant Scheme. 

Given the context of the twin national difficulties of 
A. The national financial problem and 

B. The inevitable rising costs for transport fuels such as petrol and diesel
Has any decision been made by the Minister to continue with or to abandon the Smarter Travel Areas Grant Scheme? 



The proposal was seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle.

      2.

Implementation of the “Dangerous Substances Retail and Private Petroleum Storage Regulations 1979”
That Dundalk Town Council shall require all “existing, under construction and new” petrol stations in the Dundalk and Environs Area to be licensed under the “Dangerous Substances Retail and Private Petroleum Storage Regulations 1979” and by so doing to avoid the pollution problems that have arisen over recent years as a result of leaking underground oil tanks.  


The proposal was seconded by Councillor O Morgan.   Frank Pentony


advised that this was dealt with by Louth County Council and he 



would pass on the members notice of motion for their attention.
164/11
Notice of Motion – Councillor O Morgan
That this Council, in view of the extreme financial difficulty which is being experienced by the Dundalk ICTU centre at Mullaharlin Park in struggling to continue to provide its traditional commendable level of service to our community’s children and in recognition of the self-help contribution which the centre’s Members have made to enhancing our capital asset by their efforts in securing over €800,000 of funding for the renovation work to our building, do forthwith resolve to reduce the monthly rent on the premises from €1000 to €500, with immediate effect and until further notice.


The proposal was seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle.

David Storey advised that discussions were ongoing with the lessee and if agreement is reached on a new rate that the matter will be brought to the Council by way of Section 183 Notice.   He cautioned that any reduction on income would have to be offset against expenditure.
165/11
RESOLUTIONS
The resolutions were noted by the members. On the proposal of Councillor J Ryan and seconded by Councillor E O Boyle the members agreed to support the motion of Clonmel Town Council regarding summertime / wintertime clockings.

166/11
CORRESPONDENCE
Councillor O Herr reiterated the Councils objections to plans for development of new Nuclear Power Stations in England.  

Cathaoirleach M Butler congratulated Peter McVeigh, 
Senior Executive Engineer, on the shortlisting of The Navy Bank 
Project in the Chambers Ireland Excellence in Local Government Scheme.

167/11
AGREE A DATE AND TIME TO CONSIDER THE MANAGERS REPORT ON 


SUBMISSIONS ON PROPOSED MATERIAL ALTERATIONS TO THE CORE


STRATEGY VARIATION TO DUNDALK AND ENVIRONS DEVELOPMENT


PLAN 2009-2015 


The members agreed to hold this meeting on 9th August, 2011 at 6pm.
Frank Pentony advised the members on the recent retirement of Pat Stuart, Senior Executive Engineer.
The Meeting ended with Prayers @ 8.30pm
Minutes confirmed at Meeting

Held on the      day of                2011.











________________











CATHAOIRLEACH 










_____________________
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