DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE COMBINED PLANNING AND MONTHLY MEETING OF DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL, HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, DUNDALK, ON TUESDAY 25th JANUARY 2011
PRESENT

Councillor S Bellew, Councillor O Morgan, Councillor O Herr, Councillor M Butler, Councillor J D’Arcy, Councillor E O’Boyle, Councillor H Todd, Councillor J Green, Councillor K Meenan, Councillor M Bellew, Councillor J Ryan, Councillor P Savage, LCC, Councillor D Breathnach, LCC, Councillor J Loughran, LCC and Councillor A Grehan, LCC.
IN ATTENDANCE

Mr C Murray, County Manager

Mr F Pentony, Director of Services and Town Clerk

Ms C Duff, Town Engineer
Mr D Storey, Senior Executive Officer

Ms S Mullen, Senior Executive Planner 
Ms U Conlon, Executive Planner

Mr J Lawrence, Administrative Officer
Ms J Smith, Administrative Officer
Mr B Lynch, Financial Management Accountant
Mr T Savage, Senior Executive Planner
Ms K Hamilton, Executive Planner
Ms L Nulty, Assistant Planner  
Ms A McDonnell, Senior Staff Officer
APOLOGIES

Cathaoirleach, Councillor C Keelan
Councillor T Brennan, LCC

Councillor E Corrigan, LCC
The Meeting commenced with Prayers at 6.30pm.
On the proposition of Councillor J Ryan and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle, it was agreed that Councillor M Bellew would chair the meeting in the absence of Cathaoirleach, Councillor C Keelan and Leas-Cathaoirleach, Councillor J D’Arcy at the commencement of the meeting.
__________________________________________________________________________
006/11
PLANNING AND RELATED MATTERS
10/148
S Murphy



Development to consist of 








retention of existing neon sign








at 71 Clanbrassil Street, Dundalk.

There was no recommendation in this case.
10/149
Pauline Hennessy


Development consists of the     








extension to dwelling house at 








11 Rockmount Gardens,








Carrick Road, Dundalk.

There was no recommendation in this case.

10/150
 Crosslaney Developments Ltd.
Development to consist of  


change of use from warehouse








to office, new mezzanine floor etc.,







Former Burex Premises Coe’s Road, Dundalk.


There was no recommendation in this case.

10/151
Keylife



Development to consist of  








alterations to elevations and 








provision of new mezzanine 








floor at Portway Building, Coe’s Road.








Dundalk.

There was no recommendation in this case.
10/152
Brendan & Olivia Neacy

The development will consist of the      








retention of dining room extension  








at 73 Chapel Street, Dundalk. 

There was no recommendation in this case.

10/153
Niall Hughes



Development to consist of the 







modifications to external elevations 


of existing single storey industrial 


type building used in motor trade 


etc., at Hill Street, Dundalk.







There was no recommendation in this case.

10/154
Aiden Maguire
 

Development to consist of








extension to rear of existing








house at 27 Cluan Enda,









Dundalk.

There was no recommendation in this case.

10/155
Kilgar Management 


Development consists of new



Company



security gates for pedestrian 








and vehicular use at 








Jocelyn Street, Dundalk.

There was no recommendation in this case.







10/156
Moffett Engineering Ltd.

Demolition of existing derelict








building and all associated works








etc.,  at Ardee Road (Brook St.)








Dundalk.

There was no recommendation in this case.

10/157
ESB Networks


Erection of new 2650mm high








palisade fence and gates at   





ESB Depot, The Long Avenue,





Dundalk.







There was no recommendation in this case.

10/158
Paul Black



Development to consist of








front porch extension and








first floor extension etc.,








at 150 Rath Conaille,








Ard Easmuinn, Dundalk.

There was no recommendation in this case. 

10/159
Quay Celtic FC


Retention of 8 no. 19m high     








columns and 4 floodlights to








each column.








Clancy Park, Point Road.








Dundalk.

There was no recommendation in this case.

10/160
Hutchinson 3G Ireland

A 25m high floodlight pole     



Ltd.




carrying telecommunications








equipment etc., at Sofa House Importers,








Brewery Business Park








Ardee Road, Dundalk.

The members were informed that this application was invalid.

10/161
Maura McKeown


Development to consist of      








2 storey extension to rear of








dwelling etc., 26 Pearse Park, Dundalk.

There was no recommendation in this case.

___________________________________________________________________________________

007/11
ADOPTION OF MINUTES
On the proposition of Councillor M Butler, and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle, the minutes of the Combined Planning and Monthly Meeting held on the 14th December 2010, the Budget Meeting held on the 21st December 2010, the Environment, Parks, Recreation and Amenity MPC Meeting held on 24th June 2010 and the Planning MPC Meeting held on 12th October 2010, were adopted. 
__________________________________________________________________________
008/11
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES
There were no matters arising.
__________________________________________________________________________
009/11
HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT JANUARY 2011
Councillor M. Bellew noted that 91% of the stock maintenance requests had been completed and he asked that every quarter the Members be provided with details of the 3 highest requests for repairs.
__________________________________________________________________________
010/11
PROGRESS REPORT REVIEW 2010
Report was noted by the Members.

__________________________________________________________________________
011/11
PRESS RELEASE IBAL SURVEY
Frank Pentony, Director of Services and Town Clerk, noted that Dundalk was ranked in joint 21st position and is clean to European Norms.  He said hopefully we will improve on this in 2011.  Councillor E. O’Boyle remarked on the high standards that are being maintained at Dundalk Grammar School and he said the other schools in the Town could take a leaf out of their book.    
__________________________________________________________________________
012/11
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR EAMONN O’BOYLE
Notice of Motion (1): Restoration of the Frontier Bar at Bridge Street/Maxwell’s R
That this Council proceed to exercise its “listed building” jurisdiction/statutory duty by creating and operating a strategy to secure the reinstatement of the Frontier Bar at the junction of Bridge Street and Maxwell’s Row, which was partially demolished in the aftermath of the tragic road traffic accident which occurred there two years ago in late January 2009.
The motion was seconded by Councillor O Morgan.
Councillor E O’Boyle said this matter should have been attended to a lot quicker.  The building is falling into further decay.  He said its protected status has been diminished as a result.  It is doing a lot of damage to the image of the Town.  Councillor H Todd asked who would be responsible in the event of an accident.  Catherine Duff, Town Engineer advised that the agreed Traffic Management Plan has been taken over by the Receiver.  He is now progressing the matter with all the parties involved.  
__________________________________________________________________________
013/11
NOTICE OF MOTIONS – COUNCILLOR OLIVER MORGAN

1. That this Council write to the Dundalk Sub Aqua Club requesting that the club prepare a holistic development proposal/plan in respect of our land opposite the Coastguard houses at Soldier’s Point, to show the development which is proposed by the Sub Aqua Club on the portion of our land which we have leased to it (including access to the development) and a layout/landscape treatment of the remainder of the open space at the location, as fully developed recreational amenity.
The motion was seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle.
Councillor O Morgan advised that he had been approached by local residents for an update on what is happening.  Frank Pentony, Director of Services and Town Clerk, advised that the Members had agreed to dispose of the land by way of a lease as soon as the planning permission was granted.  He confirmed that there has been no pre-planning meeting held to date.

2. That this Council, in light of the increased level of illegal dumping in the Ramparts River, consider installing hidden CCTV cameras at litter hotspots throughout Dundalk
The motion was seconded by Councillor M Bellew.
Councillor O Morgan said that this is an ongoing problem.  He urged the Council to consider installing the cameras.
__________________________________________________________________________
014/11
PRESENTATION – GO DUNDALK SMARTER TRAVEL SCHOOL PROJECT BY ROUGHAN & O’DONOVAN

Seamus MacGearailt, Roughan & O’Donovan gave a presentation on the Go Dundalk Smarter Travel School Project.  Councillor O Herr asked if dual lanes could be considered at Jocelyn Street.  Seamus MacGearailt said it was a question of space.  He said that while it was something he would be wary of it could be considered in the report.  Councillor O Herr asked that the Council try and aim for the highest standards.  Councillor M Bellew thanked Seamus MacGearailt for his presentation.  He said that the project will come back to the Members by way of the Part 8 planning reports.  Catherine Duff, Town Engineer advised that this is the end of the concept stage.  Seamus MacGearailt will now prepare the Part 8 planning drawings and this will be ready in about 2/3 weeks.  The plans will be put on display in the schools and in the Town Hall.
__________________________________________________________________________
015/11
NOTICE OF QUESTIONS – COUNCILLOR OLLAN HERR

1. Will any of the options from Roughan & O Donovan Consultants under the Smarter Travel Schools Project 

A. Include safe routes to St Vincent’s School via Mill Street and to the CBS via     Seatown? 

B.  Will any of their proposed options include kerbs or some other form of physical barrier to separate vulnerable young cyclists from moving traffic or parked cars; in accordance with the following National Transport Policies?  

· Article 4.1 of “Ireland’s First National Policy Framework on Cycling” which states:
“We will provide “safe” cycling routes to all primary and secondary schools and third level colleges by 2020”. 
· Action 7 “A Sustainable Transport Future” “A New Transport Policy for Ireland    2009 – 2020”, which states:
“We will ensure that local authorities identify and implement “safe” walking and cycling routes to and from schools and other educational Institutions
Councillor O Herr advised that he would speak to Seamus MacGearailt, Roughan & O’Donovan, in more detail in relation to same.

________________________________________________________________________
016/11
AUDITED REPORT FOR YEAR ENDING 31st DECEMBER 2009
The Auditor’s Report for 2009 was proposed by Councillor J Ryan and seconded by Councillor J D’Arcy.
The Audited Accounts for 2009 were proposed by Councillor J Ryan and seconded by Councillor J D’Arcy.

__________________________________________________________________________
017/11
NOTICE OF QUESTIONS – COUNCILLOR OLLAN HERR

2. Can the Manager give an assurance to Dundalk Town Council, when considering the new tenders for the running of the Recycling Centre on the Newry Road that no materials collected at that the Dundalk recycling centre will end up being sent to the Indaver Incinerator that is being built at Caronstown / Duleek County Meath? 
Frank Pentony advised that it was not possible to say that no material would be sent to Indaver Incinerator.   He stated that he couldn’t give any guarantee in this regard, but confirmed that any material that could be recycled would be recycled.
__________________________________________________________________________
018/11
NOTICE OF QUESTIONS – COUNCILLOR EAMONN O’BOYLE

(1):
Result of investigation into allotment provision / allotment management
What was the result of the investigation that was carried out by management into allotment provision/management on foot of my motion recorded in minute number 268/09(copy attached), and agreed by all members?

                                  ----------------------------------------------------------

The following is the text of minute no 268/09

268/09
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR E. O’BOYLE

(2): INITIATING AN ALLOTMENTS PROVISION STRATEGY FOR DUNDALK

“That this Council, in order to promote and to give a lead on sustainable living, investigate the procedure for initiating an ‘allotments provision strategy’ for Dundalk Town, particularly (but not exclusively) by reference to and by investigation of the commendable work in similar regard which is being carried out by the Beech Hill Allotments group at Killegar, Enniskerry, Co Wicklow”.

The motion was proposed by Councillor E O’Boyle and seconded by Councillor J D’Arcy.  Councillor M Dearey stated that he also supported Councillor O’Boyle’s motion.

                                       ------------------------------------------------
David Storey advised that money is available under the Regeneration Programme for allotments at Cox’s Demesne.  Any proposed allotments at Oldbridge are dependent on funding.
(2):
What is the legal status & public liability position regarding rear access to St. Nicholas Avenue residences?
What was the result of the investigation that was carried out by Mr. David Storey into the Legal ownership and Public Liability Insurance situation that obtains in respect of the rear access being provided to some of the residents of St. Nicholas Avenue onto the Council’s land at the Waste Water Pumping Station behind Boyle O’Reilly Terrace.
David Storey’s answer was circulated to the Members as follows:

Following investigation at this location the access road was provided to allow access to the pumping station and not as a right of way for the residents of 52-65 St. Nicholas Avenue.  The Council do not intend to provide rear access to the residents of 66-80 St. Nicholas Avenue as there is no funding provided in the 2011 Budget and it is not the policy of the Council to provide such access in private estates.

3):
What is the possibility of removing the earthen mount at Maxwell’s Row?
What was the result of the investigation that was carried out by Mr. David Storey into the possibility of removing the dangerous, overgrown, rubbish-attracting mound of earth at the edge of the green open space at Maxwell’s Row that is delaying the provision of a safe, fenced playground for the children from the local area?
Catherine Duff, Town Engineer advised that there were never any proposals for a playground at Maxwell’s Row.  Frank Pentony, Director of Services and Town Clerk reminded Councillor E O’Boyle that this matter had already been discussed at the December meeting.  He said there is a boundary dispute here between the Council and the adjoining landowner which will hold up the provision of any fence. 

__________________________________________________________________________
019/11
NOTICE OF QUESTIONS – COUNCILLOR CONOR KEELAN

1. a) Has a traffic management plan been approved by this council to restore traffic flow to its original levels, both pedestrian and vehicular,  in the Bridge Street area before the tragic accident at Dixon's took place two years ago?
 

b) If yes when will this be circulated to the elected members of this authority?
 

c) What further actions are being taken by the Town Engineer and staff to remove the hoardings from this building which remains a blight on the landscape on one of the main thoroughfares into Dundalk?
  

2. Given that work will commence in the coming months on the Market Square regeneration project what further progress has been made to remove the unsightly hoarding from around the First Active Building in Crowe Street which is an annoyance for retailers, ratepayers and townspeople alike?
It was agreed to defer these items to the February meeting.
__________________________________________________________________________
020/11
RESOLUTIONS

On the proposition of Councillor J Ryan and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle, it was agreed to support the Castlebar Town Council resolution dated 14th January 2011 (increases in mortgage rates).

On the proposition of Councillor K Meenan and seconded by Councillor J Ryan, it was agreed to support the Leixlip Town Council resolution dated 15th December 2010.
__________________________________________________________________________
021/11
CONFERENCES / EVENTS - TO APPROVE MEMBERS’ ATTENDANCE AT THE ENCLOSED CONFERENCES

On the proposition of Councillor E O’Boyle, seconded by Councillor O Herr, the

Members attendance at Conferences listed with the agenda and recorded in

the Conference Register was approved.

__________________________________________________________________________
022/11
CORRESPONDENCE



Correspondence was noted by the Members.

__________________________________________________________________________
023/11
VOTE OF SYMPATHY

On the proposition of Councillor M Bellew and seconded by Councillor H Todd, the members agreed to send a sincere vote of sympathy to the family of the late Bridie Carroll, mother of Ann Carroll, Finance Section.
024/11
ETHICS REGISTER
Frank Pentony, Director of Services and Town Clerk asked the Members to return their declarations as soon as possible.

__________________________________________________________________________
025/11
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Councillor M Bellew reminded the Members that the Newry/Dundalk Joint Committee meeting will take place on Thursday 27th January 2011 at 7.00 pm in the Boardroom, Council Offices, Monaghan Row, Newry. 
__________________________________________________________________________
026/11
PRESENTATION ON WORKING DRAFT CORE STRATEGY OF DUNDALK & ENVIRONS DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2009-2015 –( IN COMMITTEE)

Mr Terry Savage gave a presentation on the working draft Core Strategy.  On the proposition of Councillor M. Butler and seconded by Councillor O Herr, it was agreed to proceed to public consultation on the proposed variation of the development plan to include the Core Strategy.  Councillor J D’Arcy said he was against the Core Strategy.
The Meeting ended with prayers at 8.30 p.m.
Minutes confirmed at Meeting

Held on the  ________  day of  _______________    2011
                                                                                           _____________________

                                                                                               CATHAOIRLEACH
                                                                                          ________________________
                                                                                             CLEIREACH AN BHAILE
PAGE  
10

