DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE COMBINED PLANNING AND MONTHLY MEETING OF DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL, HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, DUNDALK, ON TUESDAY 22nd FEBRUARY 2011
PRESENT
Cathaoirleach, Councillor C. Keelan, presided.

ALSO PRESENT

Councillor S. Bellew, Councillor O. Morgan, Councillor O. Herr, Councillor M. Butler, Councillor J. D’Arcy, Councillor E. O’Boyle, Councillor H. Todd, Councillor J. Green, Councillor K. Meenan, Councillor M. Bellew and Councillor J. Ryan.
IN ATTENDANCE

Mr. C. Murray, County Manager

Mr. F. Pentony, Director of Services and Town Clerk

Ms. C. Duff, Town Engineer
Mr. D. Storey, Senior Executive Officer

Ms. S. Mullen, Senior Executive Planner 
Mr. J. Lawrence, Administrative Officer
Ms. A. McDonnell, Senior Staff Officer
The Meeting commenced with Prayers at 7.00 p.m.
037/11
PLANNING AND  RELATED MATTERS
11/1

Tim & Mai Jewell


Development to consist of 








alterations to front façade to 








include repositioning of entrance








door etc. at 71 Manydown Close, Dundalk.

There was no recommendation in this case.
11/2
Robert Mullen


To install 2 velux roof windows     








to front and 3 at rear of  








24 Castle Road, Dundalk.

There was no recommendation in this case.

11/3

 Muirhevnamor


Development to consist of  

Community Council
single storey extension to side








of building at
Muirhevnamor, Marshes Upper TD,








Dundalk.


There was no recommendation in this case.

Cllr. C Keelan enquired about the names of the members of the public and was advised by Cllr Oliver Morgan
Cllr. J. Green requested that the meeting go ‘into Committee’ to allow for a discussion on a particular issue – shutters on premises belonging to Ann Smyth, Pharmacy in Seatown.  Cllr. K. Meenan supported the request.
The Town Clerk, Frank Pentony, advised that this case was the subject of enforcement proceedings under the Planning Acts and would be inappropriate to comment any further.

Cllr. K. Meenan queried what was needed to be done to fix this issue.  Was it a variation of the current Plan?  He further advised of his unhappiness with how planning officials were dealing with the issue.

The Town Clerk, F. Pentony replied that the officials were dealing with the matter as per the provisions of the Current Dundalk and Environs Development Plan.  Cllr. K. Meenan stated that Councillors may need to go into a separate meeting room to discuss a variation of the plan.

The Town Engineer C. Duff advised that alternative options had been given to the owner of the premises to regularise the situation.
_____________________________________________________________________________

038/11
VOTE OF SYMPATHY

On the proposition of Cathaoirleach, Councillor C. Keelan and seconded by Councillor E. O’Boyle, the members agreed to send a sincere vote of sympathy to the family of the late Mairead Vaughan, sister of Catherine Vaughan, Senior Social Worker.
_____________________________________________________________________________

039/11
CIVIC RECEPTION

On the proposition of Councillor C. Keelan and seconded by Councillor M. Butler, the members agreed to afford a civic reception to the Dundalk Photographic Society following their success in winning the 2010 FIAP Club World Cup.  Councillor M. Butler said this was quite an achievement for the local Club and she suggested that the Council should facilitate the Club in displaying their winning photographs. 
Conn Murray, County Manager, advised the Members that a delegation would be travelling to Brussels next week to attend the signing of the Memorandum of Understanding between Louth Local Authorities and Newry & Mourne District Council.  A further event will be held on the 31st March 2011 for all the parties involved.

Cathaoirleach, Councillor C. Keelan advised the Members that he would not be attending the St Patricks Day parade in New York this year and was looking forward instead to attending the parade in Dundalk.

_____________________________________________________________________________  
040/11
CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES
On the proposition of Councillor M. Butler, and seconded by Councillor H. Todd, the minutes of the Combined Planning and Monthly Meeting held on the 25th January 2011 were adopted. 
_____________________________________________________________________________
041/11
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES
Councillor O. Herr referred to Minute 015/11 – He stated it is a pity that the cycle ways proposed as part of the Hill Street Bridge Improvement Works are not to the same high standards as those proposed under the Go Dundalk Smarter Travel School Project and he asked if those standards could be revisited.

He confirmed that he was satisfied that the Minute itself was correct.   
____________________________________________________________________________
042/11
HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT FEBRUARY 2011
David Storey went through the report for the Members.  He advised that the allocations at Barrack Mews will be looked at next week.  There is a backlog of 47 maintenance requests due to the bad weather.  The 3 highest maintenance requests during the month have been included in the report as requested.  
Councillor K. Meenan asked if there is a criteria for long term leasing.  David Storey advised that the units are allocated in accordance with the scheme.  He said the Council has been in discussions with the Department to see if housing applicants could lease a unit and the Council will pay the lease in lieu of the rent supplement.  
Councillor M. Bellew asked if all the houses in Barrack Street have now been allocated.  David Storey advised that the two units ring fenced for HSE nominees have not yet been allocated.  There is a criteria involved which requires a person who owns their own house to make a cash contribution or a contribution through the sale of their house.  
Councillor H. Todd stated that the housing list seems to be getting bigger and bigger and he asked the County Manager what is the plan to accommodate the people on the list?  Conn Murray, County Manager replied that the Council is waiting on notification from the Department of its allocation for the year.  The Housing Programme has been severely reduced.  The Council will provide as many units a possible but this is dependent on national resources.  
Councillor E. O’Boyle asked if we have a problem with Ghost Estates.  He said Central Government should be trying to use the houses available in these estates to house the people on our housing lists.   Councillor J. Ryan said that at a recent MPC meeting the representative from the Building Industry advised that developers would be very reluctant to lease to the local authority.  David Storey advised that the number of Ghost Estates in Dundalk is small.  He has been in negotiations with a number of developers to take up units that are available.  A number of deals have been brought close to finalisation.  Councillor J. D’Arcy said the problem with leasing is the same through out the country.  If leasing is not available people will not be housed.  David Storey said a presentation was made last November and there has been a push on since then.  Fifty five people have offered their properties as long term leasing units, and he is confident that we should obtain some housing stock through leasing this year.  He advised the Members that DTC was quite successful last year having allocated over 150 houses.  He accepted that the number on the list was increasing but stated that leasing is the only option available to the Council.        

_____________________________________________________________________________

043/11
REGENERATION UPDATE – COX’S DEMESNE URBAN VISION
David Storey advised that Dundalk Town Council is hoping to meet with the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government in March in relation to the pilot scheme proposed for the Ashling Park area.  He asked the Members to contact Stephen Cull, Project Manager, by the end of March 2011 in relation to any items they want added to the list of quick wins.  
Councillor H. Todd asked if the Community Wardens will be full time and what their function will be.  David Storey confirmed that the posts will be full time but discussions have yet to take place with the Community Groups to decide what their duties will be.  
_____________________________________________________________________________

044/11
REGENERATION UPDATE – MUIRHEVNAMOR REMEDIAL WORKS
David Storey advised that the Remedial Works Scheme in Muirhevnamor is dependent on funding from the DoEHLG and the Council will be meeting them in March in relation to same.  He said the Council has set aside funding for a quick wins programme and he asked the Members to contact Stephen Cull with details of items they want added to the list. 
Works have recently commenced on the all weather pitch in front of the DTC Sports Centre.  He advised that it is hoped to submit a Part 8 proposal for the upgrading of the DTC Sports Centre to the Members in March.  
Councillor K. Meenan asked if it is likely that money will be made available for the Remedial Works Scheme in Muirhevnamor.  David Storey said the Department are saying there will be funding for regeneration and remedial works generally, but have given no indication if there will be funding for Muirhevnamor.

Councillor K. Meenan advised that he only got one days notice of the turning of the sod at the site of the new all weather pitch and he asked that in future the Members be given a bit more notice of such events.   David Storey advised that this ceremony is normally attended by the Cathaoirleach only, but local councillors were invited as a matter of courtesy.
_____________________________________________________________________________

045/11
PROGRESS REPORT FEBRUARY 2011
Report was noted by the Members.

_____________________________________________________________________________

046/11
PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE SCHEME – ELECTED MEMBERS

The Town Clerk advised that this was a new policy arranged to cover members meeting constituents in their offices, if applicable, and to let Irene McDonald in the Town Clerk’s Section know in due course if they wish to avail of this insurance.
_____________________________________________________________________________
047/11
GROUP PERSONAL ACCIDENT INSURANCE – SCHEME A OR B – ELECTED MEMBERS

The Members were asked to advise Irene McDonald in the Town Clerk’s Section, in due course, if they wish to join one of the schemes. 
_____________________________________________________________________________

048/11
CONFERENCES / EVENTS - TO APPROVE MEMBERS’ ATTENDANCE AT THE ENCLOSED CONFERENCES


On the proposition of Councillor M. Butler, seconded by Councillor O. Morgan, the

Members attendance at Conferences listed with the agenda and recorded in the Conference Register was approved.  It was also agreed that item no. 8 be included again on the conference list for next month’s agenda.
_____________________________________________________________________________
049/11
UPDATE ON LEAD IN DRINKING WATER SUPPLIES

Conor Sloan, Assistant Engineer, Water Services, made a presentation to the Members in relation to lead in drinking water supplies.  In October 2008, the EPA advised the Council that the level of lead in samples of our drinking water exceeded 25 mg/l.  The Council undertook a sampling regime and a list of works was prepared.  All those works are now substantially complete.  Further lead exceedances were uncovered in 2009 and 2010.  Corrective action has also been taken in all of these cases.  
Councillor E. O’Boyle thanked Conor Sloan for his presentation.  He asked if we are on target in terms of the stricter limits that will apply in 2013.  Conor Sloan advised that generally the problems are in the older areas of the Town.  The Council is continuing to replace the lead piping to the boundary of private property.  In relation to planning permissions, we are conditioning the removal of the lead piping.  We are also continuing our sampling.  A programme of works has been prepared for 2011 and, in this regard, the Council have applied for a grant in relation to replacement of pipes at Pearse Park, Mulholland Avenue and Williamsons Place.  Councillor O’Boyle said he understands that there are still significant areas between 10mg/l and 25mg/l.  Conor Sloan said the Council is prioritising its resources, and is being pro-active.  Catherine Duff said a programme of works will be rolled out during 2011.  
Cathaoirleach, Councillor C. Keelan asked that Conor Sloan’s presentation be circulated to the Members.  Councillor M. Bellew noted that some streets on the list had new connection provided to boundary and some had a new watermain and connection to all houses.  He asked what the difference was.   Conor Sloan advised that there was no watermain on some streets.  Councillor Bellew said some streets were missing from the list and Catherine Duff advised that the list only included streets identified in 2008.  Councillor M. Bellew asked if many people have replaced the lead pipes from their boundary into their house.  Conor Sloan advised that about 50% of households have replaced the lead piping.  Councillor Bellew said a lot of house holders would not be able to afford to carry out the pipe replacement and he proposed that the Council write to the incoming Government for funding to assist people in this regard.  The proposal was seconded by Councillor E. O’Boyle.  Councillor O. Herr asked if it would be possible to bury the pipes deeper and have them insulated during the replacement works so that they are less vulnerable to the bad weather.  Conor Sloan said none of the replacement pipes had frozen in the bad weather.  Catherine Duff said the pipe replacement is being carried out to address the lead issue.  A separate report will be prepared for the Members in relation to the frozen pipes over the winter.  
______________________________________________________________ _______________
050/11
DEFERRED NOTICES OF QUESTION – COUNCILLOR CONOR KEELAN
1. a) Has a traffic management plan been approved by this council to restore traffic flow to its original levels, both pedestrian and vehicular,  in the Bridge Street area before the tragic accident at Dixon's took place two years ago?
 

b) If yes when will this be circulated to the elected members of this authority?
 

c) What further actions are being taken by the Town Engineer and staff to remove the hoardings from this building which remains a blight on the landscape on one of the main thoroughfares into Dundalk?
  

2. Given that work will commence in the coming months on the Market Square regeneration project what further progress has been made to remove the unsightly hoarding from around the First Active Building in Crowe Street which is an annoyance for retailers, ratepayers and townspeople alike?
The answers to the questions were provided to Cathaoirleach, Councillor C. Keelan at the meeting.  In relation to the reply to Question 1 (a) he noted that it is hoped that Contractors will be on site by the end of February.  In relation to the reply to Question 1 (b) he noted that once agreed the new plan will be made available by contacting Pat Stuart, Senior Executive Engineer.  In relation to the reply to Question 1 (c), Catherine Duff advised that Pat Stuart will contact the Cathaoirleach with the detail.  Councillor M. Bellew asked that a copy of the responses circulated be made available to the Members.  He said the Members should be getting the responses to questions a couple of days in advance of the meeting and not on the night of the meeting.  Councillor K. Meenan agreed with same.  Conn Murray, County Manager, suggested that a further report be provided to the Members next month.  
In relation to the reply to Question 2, Cathaoirleach, Councillor C. Keelan said he was not happy with the reply and said the Council need to put more pressure on the Ulster Bank to remedy the situation.  Catherine Duff said we can go back to the Ulster Bank but it is a matter of timeframe as to when they are going to do the works.  Conn Murray, County Manager, said there is very little the Council can do.  Our hands are tied.

_____________________________________________________________________________

051/11
NOTICE OF MOTIONS – COUNCILLOR JIM RYAN
“That this Council commence immediately the work required to eliminate the unacceptable flooding which has been occurring now for several years at Culhane Street, Dundalk”
The motion was seconded by Councillor S. Bellew.
Councillor J. Ryan advised that about 12 months ago he raised this matter and he was informed at the time that the Council Engineers knew exactly what the problem was.  However, we are now a year on and nothing has been done.  He said that following a couple of hours of rain, Culhane Street floods from one side of the road to the other, up onto the footpath and into driveways.  The elderly people living in the area are marooned in their homes during the flooding.  This matter is not a priority anymore, it is an emergency.  The only way the water can be removed is for a tanker to remove it.  He said the local residents have put up with a lot over the years.  Councillor S. Bellew agreed.  He said the flooding is also a hazard to motorists and will cause the road and footpath to break up.  Councillor J. Ryan said that during the recent flooding he had noticed a dirty wash appearing in the water and was worried that sewerage may be present.  Councillor M. Bellew said the situation is not acceptable in this day and age.  He said the problem needs to be tackled.  Councillor H. Todd said he recalls flooding in this area as far back as 30/40 years ago.  Catherine Duff advised that a report was prepared a year ago.  She said the problem is that the soak pit has not got the capacity.  There is a long term solution and this is part of the programme for 2011.  
_____________________________________________________________________________
052/11
NOTICE OF MOTIONS – COUNCILLOR JENNIFER GREEN
"That this council extinguish the public right of way of the alleyway adjacent to the house No: 1, George's Quay”
The motion was seconded by Councillor H. Todd.
Councillor J. Green advised that she has received a letter from the lady who lives at the alleyway.  There are problems with anti social behaviour, litter etc. Councillor Green passed the letter onto Frank Pentony, Director of Services and Town Clerk.  Councillor M. Butler said there was an issue at this location with public lighting but this has now been resolved.  She said it is not necessary to extinguish the right of way.  Councillor K. Meenan said only one house is affected.  Catherine Duff advised that the Council will examine the request and report back to the Members.  A decision can then be made whether or not to commence the procedure to indicate their intention to the extinguishment.  Councillor M. Butler said there is more than one resident affected by the alleyway.
_____________________________________________________________________________

053/11
NOTICE OF MOTIONS – COUNCILLOR EAMONN O’BOYLE


Establishing Unfinished Housing Developments Team

That this Council, in initiation of the process of implementing the findings/recommendations of the Department’s excellent report on ghost housing, proceed forthwith to establish an “Unfinished Housing Developments Team” in order to begin to implement the recommendations of the public consultation draft of the Department’s “Guidance Manual for Managing and Resolving Unfinished Housing Developments”.
The motion was seconded by Councillor O. Morgan.
Councillor E. O’Boyle said that there are 2800 ghost estates nationally.  He suggested that a team be put together made up of 3 Members of Staff, 3 elected Members and 1/2 outside interests to deal with the matter.  Conn Murray, County Manager, advised that the guidance document was published last week.  The intent of the guidance is to try and find a mechanism to deal with the issue.  The Council is already engaging with developers to see what their plans are.  This process will take time.  He said a team will be put together on a county-at-large basis to deal with the situation. 
____________________________________________________________________________________
054/11
ROADS COUNCILLORS ALLOCATION
Catherine Duff advised that €22,000 has been provided in each electoral area.  She asked that the Members come back with their recommendations.  Cathaoirleach, Councillor C. Keelan asked the Members to stay back after the meeting.
_____________________________________________________________________________
055/11
CORRESPONDENCE
Cathaoirleach, Councillor C. Keelan advised the Members that he has suggested holding the meeting with HSE Senior Management Personnel in the County Hall.  He is waiting on a response from the HSE.  Councillor J. Ryan pointed out that the HSE said that they would not attend a full Council meeting but they did not say that they would not come to a meeting in the Town Hall.
_____________________________________________________________________________

056/11
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Councillor J. Green mentioned that the traffic lights were out of order recently at the Lisdoo and Barrack Street and Catherine Duff said she would arrange to bring a report back to the Members.
_____________________________________________________________________________

The Meeting ended with prayers at 8.30 p.m.
Minutes confirmed at Meeting

Held on the             day of                                2011
                                                                                           _____________________

                                                                                               CATHAOIRLEACH





     ________________________
                                                                                             CLEIREACH AN BHAILE
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