DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE COMBINED PLANNING AND MONTHLY MEETING OF DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL, HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, DUNDALK, ON TUESDAY 26TH APRIL 2011
PRESENT
Cathaoirleach, Councillor C Keelan, presided.

ALSO PRESENT

Councillor S Bellew, Councillor O Morgan, Councillor O Herr, Councillor M Butler, Councillor J D’Arcy, Councillor E O’Boyle, Councillor H Todd, Councillor J Green, Councillor K Meenan, Councillor M Bellew and Councillor J Ryan.
IN ATTENDANCE

Mr F Pentony, Director of Services and Town Clerk

Mr D Storey, Senior Executive Officer

Ms C Duff, Town Engineer
Ms S Mullen, Senior Executive Planner 
Mr B Harten, County Arts Officer

Ms A McDonnell, Senior Staff Officer
The Meeting commenced with Prayers at 7.00 p.m.
079/11
DATE FOR SPECIAL MEETING
It was agreed that a Special Meeting will be held on Tuesday 3rd May 2011 at 6.00 p.m. to consider the Managers Report on the submissions received in relation to the Part 8 Smarter Travel School Project.  It was also agreed to consider the Managers Report on the submissions received in relation to the draft Core Strategy at the same meeting. 
__________________________________________________________________________
080/11
RATIFICATION ART GRANTS
Brian Harten, County Arts Officer, went through the recommendations for the Art Grants and Music Awards 2011.  The Arts Act Grant Awards were proposed by Councillor O Morgan and seconded by Councillor J Ryan.  The Create Louth Young Music Awards and School Musical Instrument Purchase Scheme were proposed by Councillor J Ryan and seconded by Councillor O Herr.


__________________________________________________________________________
081/11
PLANNING AND RELATED MATTERS
11/22

Paddy Lennon


Retention of velux roof lights 








at 43 Seatown

The members were advised that a grant of permission was issued for this application.

11/23
Barrys Tavern Dundalk

Motorised awning, terraced seating 


Ltd.,




etc. at The Lisdoo

The members were advised that a grant of permission was issued for this application.

11/24

Hutchinson 3G Ireland

25m high floodlight pole etc. at

Ltd. 
Brewery Business Park,


Ardee Road.









The members were advised that a grant of permission was issued for this application.

11/25

Declan Curran


Alterations to previously granted








permission no. 08/155 at 








Dowdallshill, Newry Road.


There was no recommendation in this case.

11/26

James & Andria Boyle

New single storey extension etc. at








193 Greenacres.


There was no recommendation in this case.

11/27

Paul McEneaney


Two storey extension to existing 








dwelling etc. at 200 Ard Easmuinn

There was no recommendation in this case.

11/28

Ciaran Walshe and G&R

Change of use of first floor



Murphy



pharmacy storage area to








doctors surgery at








133 & 135 Castletown Road

There was no recommendation in this case.
11/29

Women’s Aid



Extension and alterations to








existing building at The Refuge,








The Long Avenue

There was no recommendation in this case.

11/30

Freddie Johnston


Retention permission and full








permission for use of site for








fuel service station etc. at








Armagh Road, Lisdoo.

There was no recommendation in this case.

11/31

ESB Telecoms


Permission to retain existing








25m high free standing monopole








type communications structure at








Mount Avenue, Farndreg.

There was no recommendation in this case.

11/32

Horseware Products Ltd.

Omission of internal alterations to 








include extended office 








accommodation etc. at








Horseware Ltd., 








Finnabair Ind. Estate.

The members were advised this application was incomplete.

11/33

Breda Bergin



Extension to existing dwelling 








house etc. at Dowdallshill.

The members were advised this application was withdrawn.

11/34

Peake Lettings &


Development to consist of



Property Management

retention of change of use of



Company Ltd.


retail unit, signage and roller








shutters at 1 Park Street.

There was no recommendation in this case.

11/35

Gerry Matthews


Single storey extension to rear








of existing shop at








87 – 89 Dublin Street

The members were advised this application was incomplete.

11/36

Thomas Reenan


Construction of porch 








extension etc. at








292 Greenacres

The members were advised this application was incomplete.

11/37

Housing Department

Part 8 – Demolish single



Dundalk Town Council

storey crèche and construct








single storey dwelling at








81 Doolargy Avenue.

On the proposal of Councillor K Meenan and seconded by Councillor M Butler, the members asked that the Manager consider favourably this application.

11/38

Lorraine Brackenbury

Demolition of existing single








storey extension with new








single floor and first floor 








extension at 18 Broughton Street.

There was no recommendation in this case.

__________________________________________________________________________
082/11
CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES
On the proposition of Councillor J Darcy, and seconded by Councillor H Todd, the minutes of the Combined Planning and Monthly Meeting held on the 22nd March 2011 and the minutes of the Planning MPC meeting held on 11th January 2011 were adopted. 
__________________________________________________________________________
083/11
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF THE COMBINED PLANNING AND MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON THE 22ND MARCH 2011
Councillor M Bellew referred to Minute 059/11 (Funding for Lead Pipe Replacement) – Frank Pentony, Director of Services and Town Clerk, advised that the reply was not received in time to circulate with the Agenda.  He read out the response.  The Department advised that it was not possible to accede to the request.  Councillor M Bellew said he was disappointed with the response.  A number of people will not be in a position to replace the lead pipes into their dwellinghouses unless they receive financial assistance.
Councillor O Herr referred to Minute 068/11 – On the 25th Anniversary of Chernobyl, he remarked on the importance of having passed the Motion when you consider what may be in store for the people living in the region of the Fukushima Power Plant in Japan.

Cathaoirleach, Councillor C Keelan referred to Minute 067/11 – He asked if there is any timeframe for when the weight restrictions will be put in place at St Nicholas Avenue/Maxwell Row.  Frank Pentony, Director of Services and Town Clerk, said a report is to be prepared and will be presented to the Members. 
Councillor K Meenan referred to the minute of a previous meeting in relation to pay parking and Frank Pentony, Director of Services and Town Clerk, said a report will be prepared for the Members for the next meeting.
Cathaoirleach, Councillor C Keelan said that Benedicta McArdle, Elias Mlimbila and all the outdoor staff should be complimented for all the planting carried out in recent months.  The Council is often criticised for inaction but it is certainly deserving of praise in this case.  Councillor M Butler said there is an area near St Gerard’s Square that has really been brightened up with all the trees that have been planted there.  Councillor K Meenan asked what was happening with the Spring Clean this year and Catherine Duff, Town Engineer, advised that it has already been advertised.
__________________________________________________________________________
084/11
HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT APRIL 2011
David Storey went through the report for the Members.  He advised that the new Assessment of Housing Need is in place with effect from 1st April 2011.  There will be a new National Housing Application Form rolled out in the coming weeks.  He advised that €500,000 has been secured from the Department towards Regeneration.  €250,000 will go towards works in Cox’s Demesne and €250,000 will go towards energy efficiency works in 126 private and council units in Ashling Park and Paddy Tierney Crescent.  The ESB and SEAI are also involved in this project and will be making contributions of €140,000 and €90,000 respectively.  He also advised that the Master Plan is with the Department at the moment and hopefully there will be word back on it by the end of May.  

Councillor H Todd said that about 3 weeks ago a number of residents living in Oakland Park received registered letters from the Litter Wardens seeking information on how they were disposing of their waste.  He asked what was going to be the follow up to this.  David Storey advised that there is an area to the rear of Oakland Park properties which has been the subject of ongoing dumping.  Last year it cost the Council €2,500 to clean up the area.  The Council is trying to establish who is responsible for the dumping.  Councillor H Todd advised that a number of Residents have produced receipts to show that they have paid to have their waste disposed of and David Storey advised that if this is the case then no action will be taken against those people.   Councillor Todd asked who is going to remove the dumping.  He said it is not fair that people who have paid their rent and their bin charge have to put up with the rubbish outside their dwellings.  David Storey said the Council has already cleaned up this area a number of times since 2008.  The Council does not have the money for these clean ups and has not budgeted for same.  He said there are Residents out there who know what is going on.  Councillor H Todd said the Council should be implementing the Litter Laws.  David Storey said if it was that easy that would have been done.  Cathaoirleach, Councillor C Keelan suggested that Councillor H Todd should come in with some of the Residents to discuss the matter with David Storey.
Councillor H Todd asked for an update on the windows and door replacement in Cox’s Demesne.  David Storey advised that the last 20 are being done in Muirhevnamor and then they will be starting in Cox’s Demesne.  
David Storey advised Councillor E O’Boyle that it is hoped to start the Warmer Home Scheme in June but that he will get back to him regarding same.         
__________________________________________________________________________
085/11
PROGRESS REPORT APRIL 2011
Report was noted by the Members.  
__________________________________________________________________________
086/11
PROPOSED REVISED STANDING ORDERS

Frank Pentony, Director of Services and Town Clerk, advised that the amendments to the Standing Orders as proposed by the Corporate Policy Group are highlighted in green from Section 16.  The main changes are as follows:

· A Notice of Motion shall be delivered to the Meeting Administrator at least 8 days before the meeting
· A Notice of Question shall be delivered to the Meeting Administrator at least 8 working days before the meeting
· Each Member of the Public shall be the responsibility of a Councillor.  However, in the case of a person with a disability their assistant will also be admitted.
Frank Pentony confirmed that each Member of the Public is the responsibility of a Councillor and this has been the case since 2002.  However, the proposed amendment means that in the case of a member of the public with a disability, the Member can also be responsible for his/her Assistant.  Councillor E O’Boyle asked what happens in the case of a Residents Association where a number of the Residents want to attend the meeting.  Councillor S Bellew suggested that the best way to deal with this situation is to suspend standing orders in certain situations to allow extra members of the public attend the meeting.  
On the proposition of Councillor M Butler and seconded by Councillor O Herr, the Revised Standing Orders as circulated were adopted.


__________________________________________________________________________
087/11
REQUEST FOR A DEPUTATION FROM DUNDALK EDUCATE TOGETHER GROUP

Cathaoirleach, Councillor C Keelan, advised that he has received a request for a deputation from the Dundalk Educate Together Group.  He said the Group are involved in promoting multi denominational schooling for children and are seeking the support of the Council for a site in the Dundalk area.  On the proposition of Councillor M Bellew and seconded by Councillor M Butler, it was agreed to receive a deputation from the Dundalk Educate Together Group.
__________________________________________________________________________
088/11
NOTICE OF MOTIONS – COUNCILLOR KEVIN MEENAN
1. That this Council clarifies its position in terms of issuing litter fines to local businesses regarding the upkeep of the frontage of their business premises.
The motion was seconded by Councillor H. Todd

Councillor K Meenan wanted to know what is required of local businesses.  David Storey said the requirement is to keep the footpath outside their business premises clean.  He said that the Litter Wardens had called to the businesses before the fines were issued.  He said that if there is a commitment from the businesses to abide by the rules then no further action will be taken. 
2. In light of the change of government that this Council seek a meeting with the relevant government department in relation to the regeneration of both Cox’s Demesne and Muirhevnamor, as a matter of urgency.
The motion was seconded by Councillor J Green
The motion was also supported by Councillor J D’Arcy and Councillor E O’Boyle.  Councillor K Meenan said it is important to impress on the Department the urgency of the matter.  He said we have to put pressure on them to try and maximise the amount of money we can get for the Regeneration Project. 
__________________________________________________________________________
089/11
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR JENNIFER GREEN
1. “That this Council consider the public right of way of the alleyway which is beside house number 9 Blackwater Court and across the road from house number 9 Lisnaree, Dundalk”.
The motion was seconded by Councillor H Todd

Councillor J Green advised that there has been a lot of anti social behaviour in the area.  She has passed on a petition from the Residents to Frank Pentony, Director of Services and Town Clerk, in support of an extinguishment.  He advised that the Council will commence the process.   
2. That this Council looks at how it carries out its consultation process in relation to plans effecting local areas and communities in order to facilitate better openness and transparency.

The motion was seconded by Councillor K Meenan.
Councillor J Green said she appreciates what the Council is already doing but there is room for improvement.  Councillor K Meenan said there are situations where we can improve and go beyond the statutory requirements.  Frank Pentony, Director of Services and Town Clerk advised that most of our procedures are specified in legislation.  However, he would be open to suggestions once they do not interfere with the statutory processes.  Councillor O Herr said there was a big effort to consult with the schools and parents in relation the Smarter Travel Project but maybe there should have been more discussion with the traders.  The general public’s perception is that the plans are cast in stone.  We need to consider all the stakeholders and so pre consultation and discussion is very important.  Councillor M Bellew said he also supported the motion.  He suggested that the Statutory Procedures need to be simplified.  
__________________________________________________________________________
090/11
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR OLLAN HERR
1. This Council acknowledges the current dangers of nuclear weapons proliferation and recognises the achievement of "Mayors for Peace" in co coordinating 4,680 cities and towns in 150 countries around the world to promote the total abolition of nuclear weapons and to pursue lasting peace in the world. 
The motion was seconded by Councillor M Butler.
Councillor O Herr said he is mindful that nuclear is everywhere these days.  Cathaoirleach, Councillor C Keelan and Councillor E O’Boyle also supported the motion.  Councillor S Bellew said he could not see what passing this motion will possibly do.  He said he does not think that passing this resolution will influence the Governments of Pakistan, Iran or Israel in terms of their nuclear weapons proliferation.  He said surely the Council has better things to be doing.  Councillor J Ryan said Councillor O Herr has a right to raise the issue.  People may not be worried about nuclear weapons but nuclear power is certainly a potential danger for the people of Ireland due to its proximity to Sellafield.   We may not be able to influence the Nuclear Super Powers in a major way but we cannot sit back and not say or do anything either.  However, he said he can appreciate Councillor S Bellew’s annoyance.  Councillor O Herr said Councillor S Bellew’s comments are valid.  He said that some of the nuclear super powers are just not willing to entertain the abolition of their nuclear weapons.  
Cathaoirleach, Councillor C Keelan said that as there was opposition to the motion that a vote should be taken:

In favour: Councillor O Morgan, Councillor O Herr, Councillor M Butler, Councillor J D’Arcy, Councillor E O’Boyle, Councillor H Todd, Councillor J Green, Councillor K Meenan, Councillor M Bellew, Councillor J Ryan and Cathaoirleach, Councillor C Keelan.

Against: Councillor S Bellew.

Abstain: None
The Motion was carried.  
2. This Council undertakes to join the international organization called "Mayors for Peace" and it pledges support for its "20/20 Vision Campaign" to achieve a total abolition of nuclear weapons by the year 2020.
The motion was seconded by Councillor M Butler.
Councillor O Herr said The Mayors of Peace organisation have a voice at the UN as an NGO.  Councillor S Bellew said he would feel the same about this motion as the last.  Councillor E O’Boyle said that he supports the motion.
__________________________________________________________________________
091/11
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR HARRY TODD

1. That this Council recognises that:
· The Universal Social Charge is an unjust and regressive tax, bearing down most heavily on those least able to afford it;

· The Universal Social Charge affects people earning as little as €77 per week;

· The Universal Social Charge is indiscriminate and affects someone earning €100,000 at the same rate as someone earning €16,016;

· Low income workers, including medical card holders, working lone parents and working widows, who were exempt from the health and income levies which the Universal Social Charge replaced, are no longer exempt;

· Coupled with the changes to tax credits and bands introduced in Budget 2011, the Universal Social Charge has increased the burden of taxation on the working poor;

Calls on the Government to abolish the Universal Social Charge
The motion was seconded by Councillor J Green.
Councillor H Todd said the USC is another burden on people already struggling to play their mortgages etc.  He said that someone who earns €100,000 pays the same rate as someone earning €16,016.  He said it should be abolished.  Councillor J Ryan also supported the motion.

__________________________________________________________________________
092/11
NOTICE OF QUESTIONS – COUNCILLOR JENNIFER GREEN

1. The recently completed census will most likely reveal an increase in population in the Dundalk area.  Therefore, are Dundalk Town Council

a. upgrading

b. downgrading

c. maintain the current level of the fire service

Answer (circulated at the meeting): The review of the Fire Service throughout the County of Louth will result in a more efficient, effective and financially viable service, while maintaining the standards required delivering a fire service for the entire County (including both towns).

Answer accepted by Councillor J Green.
2. Is the current rota of Dundalk Fire Service going to be changed?

Answer (circulated at the meeting): The matter of changes to the rota are a matter for discussions between Management and the unions representing fire-fighters in Dundalk and County Louth as a whole.
Answer accepted by Councillor J Green.

__________________________________________________________________________
093/11
NOTICE OF QUESTIONS – COUNCILLOR SEAN BELLEW
1. Renovation of Market Square

Where is the salvage from the renovation of the Market Square development sent after it is removed from the Square?

Answer: The material is being held in storage by the Council.

Answer accepted by Councillor S Bellew.
2. How much money is estimated to be raised from the sale of salvage from Market Square, to raise funds for the Council, and alleviate the burden on Dundalk’s ratepayers?

Answer: No materials are being sold but the salvage is estimated at €25,000 approximately

The materials for re-use include
1. Boulders from fountain – gone to Navvy Bank as substrate for Biodiversity

2. Paving from Square, quantity being held to rear of magnet cinema for re-use by council in refurbishment of green at Demesne, remainder stored at Cavan Hill.  Excess available to community groups for defined projects?

3. Lighting – held at rear Magnet Cinema for re-use in Green at Demesne.
4. Granite sets held for re-use in Market Square itself

5. Bollards held at Cavan Hill for re-use (replacing damaged ones) at various locations throughout the town (also possible boundary for car park at Navvy Bank).

In addition, request has been made for 5 bollards from the square by Knockbridge Tidy Towns.

Answer accepted by Councillor S Bellew.  Catherine Duff, Town Engineer, advised that there may not be an excess of paving from the Square.
__________________________________________________________________________
094/11
CONFERENCES / EVENTS - TO APPROVE MEMBERS’ ATTENDANCE AT THE ENCLOSED CONFERENCES


On the proposition of Councillor E O’Boyle, seconded by Councillor O Morgan, the Members attendance at Conferences listed with the agenda and recorded in the Conference Register was approved.  

Councillor J Ryan asked that the fee for the Conference to be held in Maynooth on 27th June to 2nd July 2011 be checked out.
__________________________________________________________________________
095/11
RESOLUTIONS


Resolutions were noted by the Members.

Councillor O Herr commended the Resolutions from Thurles Town Council and Carrickmacross Town Council
__________________________________________________________________________
096/11
CORRESPONDENCE
Correspondence was noted by the Members.
Councillor E O’Boyle asked if it would be appropriate to offer a Civic Reception to Dundalk Rugby Club following their success in the Provincial Town Cup.  Cathaoirleach, Councillor C Keelan, said this would be considered through his office.
__________________________________________________________________________
097/11
VOTE OF SYMPATHY

On the proposition of Cathaoirleach, Councillor C Keelan and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle, the members agreed to send a sincere vote of sympathy to the family of the late Mary Clarke, mother of Martin Clarke, Museum Caretaker, and grandmother of Lorraine Quigley, Planning Section, DTC. 
__________________________________________________________________________
The Meeting ended with prayers at 8.40 p.m.
Minutes confirmed at Meeting

Held on the             day of                                2011
                                                                                           _____________________

                                                                                               CATHAOIRLEACH





     ________________________
                                                                                             CLEIREACH AN BHAILE
