DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL, HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, DUNDALK, ON TUESDAY 23rd NOVEMBER 2010

PRESENT
Cathaoirleach, Councillor C. Keelan, presided.

ALSO PRESENT

Councillor S. Bellew, Councillor O. Morgan, Councillor O. Herr, Councillor M. Butler, Councillor J. D’Arcy, Councillor E. O’Boyle, Councillor H. Todd, Councillor J. Green, Councillor K. Meenan, Councillor M. Bellew and Councillor J. Ryan.
IN ATTENDANCE

Mr C. Murray, County Manager

Mr F. Pentony, Director of Services and Town Clerk

Mr. D. Storey, Senior Executive Officer
Ms C. Duff, Town Engineer

Ms. S. Mullen, Senior Executive Planner

Mr J. Lawrence, Administrative Officer
Ms. A. McDonnell, Senior Staff Officer
The Meeting commenced with Prayers at 7.00pm.
257/10
PLANNING AND RELATED MATTERS
10/113
Louth Youth Federation

Construct extensions and carry out








alterations to accommodate same
         






as follows (1) Provide an extension






 

ground floor rear to accommodate 








a new training room. (2) Provide 






            
an extension 1st floor rear to  








accommodate an office with 








extensions and alterations to 








accommodate same.

36 Doolargy Avenue,








Muirhevnamor, Dundalk, Co Louth.

There was no recommendation in this case.


__________________________________________________________________

10/114
Jurgita Mickeviciute


The change of use of a retail outlet    








to restaurant at ground floor level,   








with takeaway facility 








ancillary to principle use. The 








provision of kitchen and staff








facilities at first floor level and the








provision of an awning to the front








facade on premises and all 








associated development works.








9 Eimear Court, Dundalk.





There was no recommendation in this case.
 

10/115
Graham & Catherine

Development to consist of  

Cousins
alterations and extension of  








existing dwelling house, which is  








a protected structure under the 








Dundalk and Environs 








Development Plan 2009-2015








Ref no. D085








58 Castle Road, Dundalk.

There was no recommendation in this case.




 ______________________________________________________________

10/116
Bernard Conlon


Development to consist of  








relocation of roof garden granted 








under planning application  








Ref no. 10/7, and all associated








works at Conlon’s Foodmarket 








Dublin Road, Dundalk.
There was no recommendation in this case.

 






10/117
Lis na Mere Developments

The development will consist of the      








omission of 4 no. houses 








previously granted under planning   








Ref no. 05/344 and the 








construction of a new convenience 








store, car parking, bottle bank, 








landscaping and other associated








site works at 
An Bothair Dara, Lis na Dara,








Carrick Road, Dundalk.




The members were informed that this application was invalid due to incorrect site notice.

10/118 
Catherine Loughran.

The changes include: To build a 







new side porch and modify the 








entrance to the front porch and

  






also to apply for retention of the

conservatory, velux window in the


attic and changes to roof of front


porch at 196 Ard Easmuinn, Dundalk.


There was no recommendation in this case. __________________________________________________________________________

10/119
Donal Marron 


Development to consist of








an extension at ground floor








and first floor levels and a new  








traditional style shop front to 







 
an existing retail outlet. Change








of use of first floor residential 








accommodation to offices and








associated works at 








67 Bridge Street, Dundalk.
There was no recommendation in this case.



______________________________________________________________________

10/120
Lis Na Mere Developments
Extension of the duration of the 






permission granted under PD Ref.








05/344 for 259 residental units to   



 



include 10 no. 2 bedroom terraced,  








78 no. 3 bedroom terraced, 11 no. 








4 bedroom terraced, 








2 no. 3 bedroom semi-detached,








9 no. 4 bedroom detached, 

3 no. 5 bedroom detached,

21 no. 2 bedroom apartments 

in 7 blocks, 3 no. 3 bedroom

maisonettes, 90 no.2 and 3

bedroom duplex apartments,

32 no. apartments over 4 storeys to include underground car parking (6 no. 1 bedroom,

14 no. 2 Bedroom and 12 no.3 bedroom apartments).   Development to consist of site

development works and infrastructural link road, ESB substation and associated works

phase 2, at, Lis na Dara, Carrick Road, Dundalk.

The members were informed that an extension of 5 years was sought in this case.

10/121
Don Johnston


Development to consist of first 








floor extension to rear of existing 








dwelling house and all associated site works  






at 4 Vincent Avenue, Dundalk. 

There was no recommendation in this case.


10/122
John Gray



Retention of a single storey     








extension at the rear of existing   








dwelling house and for all  









associated site works at 









24 Mary Street North, Dundalk.

There was no recommendation in this case.








______________________________________________________________
                                                                                  

10/123
Lidl Ireland GMBH


Permission to construct a  








single storey extension to  








the existing licensed discount 








food store. Extension is a single  








storey with flat roof and to the  








front of existing store and finished








with materials consistent with








existing store, also to comprise of








an enclosed plant area adjoining 








the proposed extension, internal








modifications / connections to the








existing store and all associated 








works.  This application also seeks 








to relocate existing car parking








spaces, connection to existing








services on site with all








ancillary site development works








at St. Helena’s Quay, Dundalk.

There was no recommendation in this case. 


_________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                  

10/124
Lidl Ireland GMBH


Permission to construct a single storey 
extension to the existing licensed discount food store.   Proposed extension is a single 
storey with a flat roof and located








to the front of the existing store and  





will be finished with materials consistent with 




the existing store.   Proposed development 




also to comprise of an enclosed plant area 




adjoining the 
proposed extension, internal 




modifications / connections to the existing 




store and all associated works.  This 





application also seeks to relocate existing car 




parking spaces, connection to existing




services on site and all development works at





Old Bacon Factory, Avenue Road, Dundalk.





There was no recommendation in this case.

258/10
VOTE OF SYMPATHY
On the proposition of Cathaoirleach, Councillor C Keelan and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle, the members agreed to send a sincere vote of sympathy to the wife and family of the late Fra Agnew, former Council employee and School Warden.
__________________________________________________________________________
259/10
ADOPTION OF MINUTES
On the proposition of Councillor O Morgan and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle, the minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on the 26th October 2010 were adopted subject to the following change in Minute 251/10:

Councillor E O’Boyle asked if the Council would be willing to accept a contribution from the neighbouring landlord equal to half of the cost of the fence.
__________________________________________________________________________
260/10
MATTERS ARISING
Councillor O Herr referred to Minute No. 252/10 – He asked if a variation of the Development Plan would be required.  Catherine Duff advised that the Development Plan sets out policy whereas the Department Guidelines and Design Manual deal with the hierarchy in terms of design and standards.  In relation to the cycle lanes she said that the Consultants are researching what can be done and will prepare a concept report which will be brought back to the Members.
__________________________________________________________________________
261/10
HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT NOVEMBER 2010

David Storey went through the report for the Members.  Cathaoirleach, Councillor C Keelan said the new format of the report is more readable and gives a better picture of what is going on.  Councillor E O’Boyle asked if funding would be available for the units at Lis na Dara.  David Storey confirmed that there would be no problem with funding as same will be available under the Capital Assistance Scheme.  He also advised that the scheme at Racecourse Road is next to the Sports Bowl and will include social, affordable and maybe some leasing units.
__________________________________________________________________________
262/10
FOR CONSULTATION – DRAFT REGIONAL HOMELESSNESS ACTION PLAN 2010 – 13

David Storey advised that Louth County Council was designated the lead authority for the preparation of the Regional Homelessness Action Plan for the counties of Louth, Cavan and Monaghan.  The Plan sets out how the Service will be provided.  The Plan was proposed by Councillor K Meenan and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle.
__________________________________________________________________________
263/10
APPROVAL TO ADVANCE A LOAN OF UP TO €1,167,250 TO HELM HOUSING ASSOCIATION, FOR THE PROVISION OF 8 UNITS OF ACCOMMODATION AT BARRACK MEWS, DUNDALK, CO LOUTH, UNDER THE CAPITAL ASSISTANCE SCHEME

Approval to advance a loan under the Capital Assistance Scheme to Helm Housing Association was proposed by Councillor O Herr and seconded by Councillor O Morgan. 

_________________________________________________________________________
264/10
APPROVAL TO ADVANCE A LOAN OF UP TO €900,000 TO CLUID HOUSING ASSOCIATION, FOR THE PROVISION OF 6 UNITS OF ACCOMMODATION AT LIS NA DARA, CARRICK ROAD, DUNDALK, CO LOUTH, UNDER THE CAPITAL ASSISTANCE SCHEME

Approval to advance a loan under the Capital Assistance Scheme to Cluid Housing Association was proposed by Councillor S Bellew and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle. 

__________________________________________________________________________
265/10
PROGRESS REPORT NOVEMBER 2010
Report was noted by the Members.

__________________________________________________________________________
266/10
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1991 (REGIONAL AUTHORITIES) (ESTABLISHMENT) ORDER 1993 – OPERATIONAL COMMITTEE ELECTION OF 2 MEMBERS – CHAIRMAN AND ONE OTHER MEMBER

Councillor M. Bellew was proposed by Cathaoirleach, Councillor C Keelan and seconded by Councillor M Butler.
__________________________________________________________________________
267/10
CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2011 - 2013

It was agreed that this item be deferred to the December monthly meeting.
__________________________________________________________________________
268/10
LOUTH LOCAL AUTHORITIES WINTER MAINTENANCE POLICY

The Policy was noted by the Members.
 
__________________________________________________________________________
269/10
TO FIX A DATE FOR THE BUDGET MEETING

Frank Pentony suggested the 21st December 2010 at 6.00 p.m. for the Budget Meeting and the 14th December 2010 for the Monthly Meeting.  Same was proposed by Councillor K Meenan and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle.  
Councillor K Meenan wondered how the Council could prepare a budget in the current economic climate.  Frank Pentony said there are a few variables that we will not know but we have to work on the best information that we have at the moment.  Councillor K Meenan said there should be a General Election.  What is happening in the country at the moment is a scandal.  Councillor J Ryan concurred with Councillor K Meenan’s sentiments.  Cathaoirleach, Councillor C Keelan said we still have to work on a Budget despite what is going on at national level.  Councillor H Todd proposed that the Council write to the Government to call a General Election immediately and this proposal was seconded by Councillor J. Green.  Cathaoirleach, Councillor C Keelan said the events of the last few days have been an eye opening experience.  The Members of various bodies advising the Government as to a rescue package is uncomfortable for an Irish person to witness.  He thought the National Budget should have been brought forward.  He said that regardless of who is in Government the same budget will have to be implemented.  Councillor S Bellew said this item was not on the agenda for discussion tonight.  He said the item on the Agenda was to fix a date for the Budget Meeting.  Cathaoirleach, Councillor C Keelan said he did not agree with Councillor Todd’s proposal.  Councillor J Ryan said there should be a General Election.  He said it was a reasonable proposal and did not see a problem with it.  An Election will remove the people from power that have put us in the position we are in today.  Cathaoirleach Councillor C Keelan advised that as there was opposition to the proposal he was putting it to the floor for a vote.

Following a roll vote call:

In Favour:
Councillor M. Bellew, Councillor J. Green, Councillor K. Meenan, Councillor E. O’Boyle, Councillor J. Ryan and Councillor H. Todd.

Against:
Councillor S. Bellew, Councillor M. Butler, Councillor O. Herr and Cathaoirleach, Councillor C. Keelan.

Abstain:
Councillor O. Morgan

Absent:
Councillor J. D’Arcy
The proposal was carried.
Councillor O. Herr asked if it is possible to make submissions to the Executive
 in relation to the Budget.  Conn Murray advised that the Executive present the 
Budget to the Members and then it is a matter for the Members to 
consider/adopt the Budget.      
__________________________________________________________________________
270/10
UPDATE ON DRAFT CORE STRATEGY FOR DUNDALK AND ENVIRONS DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2010 – 2015


The Report was noted by the Members.  Frank Pentony advised that there will be a further update on the Strategy in January 2011.
__________________________________________________________________________
271/10
TO FIX A DATE FOR A MEETING TO CONSIDER THE SUBMISSIONS ON ROCKVIEW FARM LAP


Frank Pentony advised that the report must go to the Members before 1st December 2010.  He said the report must be considered by the Members within 6 weeks of receipt of same.  18 submissions have been received.  It was agreed to hold the meeting to consider the submissions on the Rockview Farm LAP on the 7th December 2010 at 6.30pm.
__________________________________________________________________________
272/10
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN NEWRY & MOURNE DISTRICT COUNCIL AND LOUTH LOCAL AUTHORITIES.    

Councillor E O’Boyle said that at the last meeting concerns were raised that the existing Newry/Dundalk Joint Committee would be made redundant.  Conn Murray advised that this new alliance will not interfere with the relationship that Dundalk has with Newry and Mourne District Council.  It will mainly focus on the area of economic development.  The Alliance will put Louth Local Authorities in a very strong position for whatever funding might come our way.  Councillor E. O’Boyle said he agrees with the main trust of the document.  He asked if the Planning Authorities will remain separate.  Conn Murray advised that the Alliance will not interfere with our own functions as a Local Authority.  He said that all 4 authorities in Louth will be represented on the Alliance but there has been no decision as yet on the division of representation. Proposals on membership will be coming back to the Members in due course.  Councillor J. Ryan said that anything that leads to better understanding is good.  Councillor J. D’Arcy said that when this item came up at the last meeting it was felt that the Members needed more time to consider the document.  Having studied it he said he was mindful of the opportunity it may present for us.  He said he would support it.  Cathaoirleach, Councillor C. Keelan agreed and said overall he thought it had a lot of scope.  Councillor O. Herr asked that the issue of cycle routes between Dundalk and Newry be kept in mind as there may be an opportunity under the new co-operation to further same.

On the proposition of Councillor E. O’Boyle and seconded by Councillor H. Todd, it was agreed to support the Memorandum of Understanding between Newry & Mourne District Council and Louth Local Authorities.
273/10
CONFERENCES / EVENTS - TO APPROVE MEMBERS’ ATTENDANCE AT THE ENCLOSED CONFERENCES

On the proposition of Councillor J Ryan, seconded by Councillor H Todd, the

Members attendance at Conferences listed with the agenda and recorded in

the Conference Register was approved.

__________________________________________________________________________
27410
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR JENNIFER GREEN

1. “That this Council provide public lighting for the Castletown Riverside walkway.”

The motion was seconded by Councillor H Todd.
Catherine Duff advised that the public lighting ducting is already in place.  She said that Peter McVeigh will prepare a report to establish what is involved and bring it back to the Members.  Councillor M. Bellew also supported the motion.  Councillor O. Herr complimented Councillor Green on the motion and said it was maybe an opportunity to also include CCTV cameras.  Catherine Duff advised that CCTV cameras are a matter for the Department of Justice and the Gardai.
2. “That Dundalk Town Council looks to erect gates at the entrance to the lane which runs behind Bachelors Walk, Albert Street and James Street”.  Petition from residents and Principle of the CBS is attached.
The motion was seconded by Councillor C. Keelan.
Councillor J. Green said there is a lot of dumping and anti social behaviour in the area and the erection of gates would eliminate same.  Councillor Green will speak to Catherine Duff in more detail in relation to this matter.
__________________________________________________________________________
275/10
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR OLIVER MORGAN
1. In light of a serious traffic incident in Garrybawn recently, that this Council reconsider its previous decision not to allocate ramps in the estate and make provision in next years’ budget to install same.

The motion was seconded by Councillor M Butler.
Councillor O. Morgan advised that there was a serious accident in the estate recently.  Councillor K. Meenan said there have been a number of near misses.  Councillor M. Butler said the problem appears to be the corner and said that even one ramp could make the difference.  Catherine Duff said a loop checks speed as well as the number of vehicles.  Ramps are most successful in cases of speed.  She said the Council will not be in a position to provide ramps here as the Budget for 2011 has already been allocated.   

2. That this Council make provision in next years’ budget to resurface the entrance to Blakely Close, Avenue Road, Dundalk.

The motion was seconded by Councillor M Butler.
Councillor O. Morgan advised that a cyclist came off their bicycle at this location in the last few weeks.  He said it is very severely potholed.  Catherine Duff said she would arrange to have it checked out to see what is involved and the cost of same.
__________________________________________________________________________
276/10
NOTICE OF QUESTION – COUNCILLOR JENNIFER GREEN
“Given the predicted harsh winter in the recent media, has this Council formulated an action plan to deal with road gritting, burst pipes, and other problems associated with the cold spot that we experienced last year?

Answer:
The Louth Local Authority Winter Maintenance Policy has been circulated to Members.   The Council put in place an appropriate emergency response team to deal with the problems associated with severe weather conditions experienced last year.   Similar arrangements are in place if required this year.
Answer accepted by Councillor J. Green.
__________________________________________________________________________
277/10
NOTICE OF QUESTION – COUNCILLOR OLIVER MORGAN

 

1. Will the manager bring an update to council on the status of the project to make the site of the former Clark’s Forest available as a fully developed recreational amenity public park, and which has given the “go-ahead” by the Council in March 2005, the report to deal with such elements as the payment by the developer to the council of the €1.6 million for the 1½ of the forest which was sold to him, the payment by him of the additional €0.5 million towards the cost of the public park development, copies of any draft plans for the park and an indication of a delivery date for the project, etc?
Answer:
This item is reported monthly in the Progress Report to the Members, but a full report will be presented to the Council at the December Meeting
Answer accepted by Councillor O. Morgan.
2.  

3. Could the manager provide details of the terms of the loan in the amount of €6,200,000 was raised by us in 2007 to buy 5 acres of land along the Blackwater River at Point Road, Dundalk to include such details as:
· How long is the term of the loan

7 years
· From what institution was it raised
Housing Finance Agency
· When exactly was it paid out


20th September 2007
· To whom was it paid out
The loan was paid by the HFA to Dundalk Town Council
· What is the current interest rate on the loan
4.75%
· How much per week is the loan costing to service and reduce    NIL
· When will the repayments be completed   Repayments do not commence until  construction commences
· Does the Manager consider that this transaction by the Council represents good value for money.   The Council paid the market value for the site at the time, having examined several sites.   The price paid was within the range advised by our valuers.
Answer accepted by Councillor O Morgan.

4. What is the present position with the application to the High Court by McCaughey Developments Ltd for leave to judicially review the process by which the Council conducted the zoning, planning, and land disposal process in respect of the former Quay Celtic soccer pitch and its surrounding natural habitat/floodplain which is adjacent to the Council’s waste water treatment plant at Point Road?
Answer:
The judicial review application relates to the zoning of the land at Point Road purchased by McCaughey Developments Ltd from Dundalk Port Company in March 2006.   The application does not seek a judicial review of the planning or land disposal process.   A court date is awaited for the hearing.

Answer accepted by Councillor O. Morgan.
Councillor E. O’Boyle asked why Louth County Council approved the sale of 
this land at their meeting last Monday when the sale was already approved 
by Dundalk Town Council.  Frank Pentony said there was no need for 
concern as it was just a formality because Louth County Council are the
 Water Services Authority and the land was vested in their name.
__________________________________________________________________________
278/10
NOTICE OF QUESTION – COUNCILLOR CONOR KEELAN
“When is the expected date for making use of the football pitches on the old landfill site on the Newry Road?”
Answer:
No date has been fixed for any future use of the former landfill site.  The funding to develop the land as playing pitches has not yet been sourced.

Cathaoirleach, Councillor C. Keelan asked if the Council would at least

consider one pitch.  Catherine Duff said the use of the old landfill site is

dependent on the settlement issue and also the EPA would have to agree any

proposals for the site.
__________________________________________________________________________
279/10
RESOLUTIONS

Resolutions were noted by the Members.
__________________________________________________________________________
280/10
CORRESPONDENCE

Cathaoirleach, Councillor C. Keelan advised the Members that he intends to respond to Mr David Gaskin, HSE, to arrange a suitable date for meeting in the New Year.  He said he proposes to hold the meeting in the Council Chamber with press in attendance and that he alone will Chair the meeting.
281/10
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Frank Pentony asked the Members to submit their outstanding allocations for 2010 by 1st December 2010.
He advised the Members that Oxigen had suggested the 26th November 2010 at 11.00 a.m. for the visit to their plant at Ballymount.  It was agreed to postpone the visit to the New Year.  He confirmed that the use of Murphy’s yard on the Dublin Road by Oxigen is the subject of enforcement.

He also informed the Members that Dundalk Town Council and Louth County Council were recently awarded the Joint Local Authority Initiative Excellence in Local Government Award 2010 for their collaboration with the HSE and DKIT on the Great Northern Haven social housing project. 
The Meeting ended with prayers at 8.40 p.m.
Minutes confirmed at Meeting

Held on the             day of                                2010
                                                                                           _____________________

                                                                                               CATHAOIRLEACH





     ________________________
                                                                                             CLEIREACH AN BHAILE
PAGE  
13

