DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL, HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, DUNDALK, ON MONDAY 24th MAY 2010
PRESENT
Cathaoirleach, Councillor M. Bellew, presided.
ALSO PRESENT

Councillor S. Bellew, Councillor C. Keelan, Councillor O. Morgan, Councillor O. Herr, Councillor M. Butler, Councillor J. D’Arcy, Councillor E. O’Boyle, Councillor H. Todd, Councillor J. Green, Councillor K. Meenan and Councillor J. Ryan.

IN ATTENDANCE

Mr. F. Pentony, Director of Services and Town Clerk
Mr. C. Murray, County Manager

Mr. D. Storey, Senior Executive Officer

Mr. P. Stuart, Senior Executive Engineer

Mr J. Lawrence, Administrative Officer

Ms. S. Mullen, Senior Executive Planner

Ms. U. Conlon, Executive Planner

Ms. A. McDonnell, Senior Staff Officer
The Meeting commenced with prayers at 4.00pm.
121/10
VOTE OF SYMPATHY
On the proposition of Councillor M Bellew and seconded by Councillor E. O’Boyle the members agreed to send a sincere vote of sympathy to the family of the late Vincent Rogers, husband of Patricia Rogers, Council Employee.

122/10
PLANNING AND RELATED MATTERS
10/26

Dundalk Car Parts

Development to consist of end





Limited


of use recycling depot for vehicles







 
 
and associated works. This






            

development requires a waste









licence at site no. 6 Coes Road









Industrial Estate, Dundalk. 

The Members were advised that permission had been granted in this case.

__________________________________________________________________________
10/27

Declan Tinnelly

Development to consist of  









construction of single storey






            

orangery and utility room









extension to rear of dwelling 









house and construction of a









coach house in the rear









garden of dwelling house at









Greenwillows, Mounthamilton,









Carrickmacross Road, Dundalk.

The Members were advised that a split decision was granted in this case.

__________________________________________________________________________
10/28

Noel Devlin


Development to consist of  




  




attended car wash and  









all associated works at 






 


Castletown Road, Dundalk.

The Members were informed that this application was invalid.

__________________________________________________________________________
10/29

Paul Copas


Development to consist of  










retention of development





           


consisting of demolition and









removal from site of existing 









2 storey extension to rear of









the property and retention and









completion of development









consisting of partially completed









2 storey extension to rear of 









property including elevational









changes to rear elevation, 









this building is a protected









structure ref. D315, at 









4 Faughart Terrace, St Marys Rd.,







Dundalk. 


The Members were informed that this application was invalid.

10/30 

National Tile Ltd.

Development will consist of the









relocation of the existing entrance









to commercial premises at  









Coe’s Road incorporating the 









closure of the existing entrance









at Coe’s Road, Dundalk.

There was no recommendation in this case.

10/31

G & R Murphy

Two storey commercial







building to include a retail 









outlet to ground floor, 

(extension to existing pharmacy)


with doctors surgery on first floor 

with all associated works at 




135 Castletown Road, Dundalk.



The Members were informed that this application was invalid.

__________________________________________________________________________
10/32

Raymond McCabe

Development to consist of





           

 
a dining room extension to








 
side of existing dwelling 







 

house at 6 Dowdallshill,  






            

Newry Road, Dundalk.  

There was no recommendation in this case.  

__________________________________________________________________________
  

10/33

O’Hanlon Farrell

Development to consist of  









revisions to previously granted 







 

planning application reference








no. 06/339, to include revisions








to elevations and floor plans to 









71 no. housing units and all 









associated works at Racecourse 









Road, Dundalk.
There was no recommendation in this case.


__________________________________________________________________________                                                                              
  

10/34

PC Holdings Ltd

Development to consist of a new 









traditional style shop front to an









existing retail outlet at 2 Park St., 








Dundalk.





The Members were informed that this application was invalid.

10/35

Ronnie Carroll &

Development to consist of   





Julianna De La Rossa
alterations to a rear window at 





Carroll



ground floor level to form a fire  







exit and the opening up of a 







previously closed up door to 









form a fire exit at ground level









at the rear of the premises and









the retention of signage.  The 









building is a protected structure.






Innisfree House, Carrick Road,






Dundalk.  

There was no recommendation in this case.

__________________________________________________________________________
10/36

Julie Reid


Planning permission to consist of    









retention for change of use from








existing attached domestic 








garage to that of living 









accommodation, resulting in 









internal modifications and 









external elevational changes to this









2 storey semi detached dwelling at









68 Cherryvale, Bay Estate, 









Dundalk.

There was no recommendation in this case.

__________________________________________________________________________
10/37

Fiona Reid


Development to consist of a     









garage conversion to  









accommodate garden store 







and shower room with 









sunroom extension to rear,









new pitched roof construction









over same to include for extended









canopy to front elevation and all









associated site works at 42









Oaklawns, Dundalk.

There was no recommendation in this case.


__________________________________________________________________________
10/38

G & R Murphy

2 Storey commercial building     









to include a retail outlet to   









ground floor (extension to  








existing pharmacy) with a  









doctors surgery on first floor









and all associated works at 









135 Castletown Road, Dundalk.

There was no recommendation in this case.

__________________________________________________________________________
10/39

Tony Delduca

Change of use of jewellers      









shop to pizzeria/deli and    









alterations to shop front   








window at 83 Park Street,  









Dundalk.













There was no recommendation in this case.

__________________________________________________________________________
10/40

P.C Holdings Ltd.

A new traditional style shop     









front to an existing retail    









outlet at 2 Park Street,   

 









Dundalk.

There was no recommendation in this case.

__________________________________________________________________________
10/41

Loughran & Gray Prop.
Retention and completion of     





Dev. Ltd.


change of shop front elevation    









to an existing retail unit.    

 









Development to also consist of









ancillary site works. 









14 Clanbrassil Street, Dundalk.

There was no recommendation in this case.

__________________________________________________________________________
10/42

Robert Caraher

Development to consist of      









retention of change of use from    









shop to physiotherapy clinic     

 





and retention of change of use of 









part ground floor from residential









to physiotherapy clinic, retention 









of attic roof conversion to bedroom









and full planning permission sought









for new shop front signage at 









45 Barrack Street, Dundalk.

There was no recommendation in this case.

__________________________________________________________________________
10/43

Dundalk Gaels GFC

Development to consist of      









an increase in height of all     









weather training area 









perimeter fencing, and to  









include roof netting above









previously granted all weather 









training/playing area, also 









omission of previously granted









7m high ballstop nets and all 









associated site works at









Ramparts Road, Dundalk.

On the proposal of Councillor J Ryan and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle,
the Members agreed to recommend that the Manager grant permission in this 

case.

10/44

HSE North East

Development to consist of      









the widening of the hospital     









entrance from the Dublin Road      

 




to provide two exit lanes with  









associated siteworks and 









refiguration of footpath,









boundary walls and piers. 









Louth County Hospital









Dublin Road, Dundalk


On the proposal of Councillor E O’Boyle and seconded by Councillor O 
Morgan, the Members agreed to recommend that the Manager grant 
permission in this case.

10/45

Paul Copas


Development to consist of      








retention of development      









consisting of the demolition      

 





and removal from site of the









existing 2 storey extension to 









the rear of the property and 









retention and completion of 









development consisting of a









constructed partially completed









2 storey extension to rear of









property including elevational









changes to the rear elevation.









This building is a protected









structure ref. no. D314.









4 Faughart Terrace, 









St Marys Road, Dundalk.

There was no recommendation in this case.



10/46

Anthony Davis

Development to consist of      









demolition of existing    









conservatory and the construction     

 




of a new single storey extension 









to side of existing house.









to physiotherapy clinic, retention 









of attic roof conversion to bedroom









and full planning permission sought









for new shop front signage at 









45 Barrack Street, Dundalk.



There was no recommendation in this case.


__________________________________________________________________________
123/10
ADOPTION OF MINUTES
On the proposition of Councillor M. Butler, seconded by Councillor E. O’Boyle, the minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the 26th April 2010 were adopted.
__________________________________________________________________________
124/10
MATTERS ARISING
Councillor M. Butler referred to Minute No. 115/10 – Mr F. Pentony advised that there has been no response as yet from the ESB.
Councillor J. Ryan referred to Minute No. 097/10 – Mr F. Pentony advised that there has been no response to date from the St Patricks Day Parade Committee in relation to the Audio Contractor.  He also advised that Gabrielle Twomey is to come back to him in relation to Town Twinning.

Councillor C. Keelan referred to Minute No. 097/10 – Mr F. Pentony advised that reports have not yet been received from Louth County Council and that he will follow up same with the Environment Section.
__________________________________________________________________________
125/10
PRESENTATION BY DUNDALK GRAMMER SCHOOL
The Members of Team Govannon Racing from Dundalk Grammar School made a presentation to the Members in relation to the F1 in Schools Challenge.  On the 29th April 2010 the team won the National Final and will now go on to represent Ireland in Singapore in the World Championships.  The project involves the design, creation, marketing and racing of a Formula 1 model car.  Cathaoirleach, Councillor M. Bellew thanked the boys for their very smart presentation.  He congratulated them on their success to date and wished them all the best in the competition.  He said that Dundalk Town Council will make a contribution to their fundraising and that they should make contact with the Town Clerk in relation to same.  He also said that the Members may be able to make a contribution from their allocations.  Councillor J. Ryan wished them all the best in the future.  Councillor K. Meenan wished them all the best and complimented them on their sharp crisp presentation.  He said it was good to see young people from Dundalk representing Ireland at international level.  Councillor M. Butler echoed all the previous comments and said they were ambassadors for their school and Dundalk.
__________________________________________________________________________
126/10
PRESENTATION BY OXIGEN – DOMESTIC WHEEL BIN COLLECTIONS
Oxigen made a presentation to the Members in relation to the wide range of services they provide.

Councillor J D’Arcy thanked Oxigen for their presentation and asked if they had anything in place for the landscape gardener.  They advised that they operate a brown bin service but that a large skip could be provided.  
Councillor C. Keelan advised that the collection times are getting later in the lower end of the town.  Councillor J. Ryan also referred to the late and early collection times.  Lorries arrive into the street when children are in bed.  He feels more lorries are needed.  Oxigen explained that their aim is to provide a good service at low prices.  They are working double shifts to keep the costs down.
Councillor E. O’Boyle also thanked Oxigen and complimented them on their presentation.  He said he too has been approached by Residents of the Castletown Road area regarding the lateness of collections.  He also wanted to know if recycled plastic is sold back to the companies or is it exported.  Oxigen advised that it is put back onto the world market as a commodity.
Councillor M. Butler wanted to know if they would be open to changing collection times if the Residents of an area were to approach them.  They advised that if there was an issue they would look into it.  They will leave a contact number.  

Councillor O. Herr wanted to know what % of residual waste is sent to landfill.  He also asked about cement killins and the % of clorine and bromine.  Oxigen extended an invitation to the Members to visit their plant in Ballymount and then the Members could direct specific questions to them via the Town Clerk.  

Cathaoirleach, Councillor M. Bellew encouraged the Members to contact Oxigen directly to discuss the collection times for their areas.  Oxigen will liaise with Frank Pentony in relation to a date for a visit to their plant. 
__________________________________________________________________________
127/10
TRAFFIC ASSESSMENT REPORT
A Traffic Assessment Report for the Castletown Road was circulated to the Members by Pat Stuart.  One of the thresholds required in order to provide traffic calming measures is that the 85%ile speed should be greater than the speed limit + 20%.  The study found this to be the case and therefore warrants the need for traffic calming.  It is recommended that this could take the form of the provision of additional road markings and signage and would be dependent on funding being made available.  Railings are ruled out.  Councillor M. Butler proposed that, following the provision of additional markings and signage, a further traffic survey be carried out to establish if the traffic calming measures have addressed the speeding and this was seconded by Councillor E. O’Boyle.
__________________________________________________________________________
128/10
HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT MAY 2010
David Storey advised:

The 2nd Phase of windows and doors programme has commenced.  60 houses have been completed to date.  Priority will be given to the houses in the worst condition.
The RAS Scheme is operated by Louth County Council on a county at large basis.  The Council enters into a 4/5 year lease with the landlord who is paid rent by the local authority which is 8% less than market rent. The tenant is taken from the Council housing list.  Responsibility for the maintenance remains with the landlord.  

The Council has provided a budget of €350,000 in 2010 for Disabled Person Grants for local authority owned stock.  To date we have 21 applications for ramps/level access showers and 3 extensions.

Long term leasing is where a developer enters into a 20 year leasing arrangement with the Council and there is a 20% reduction on rent paid to the landlord.  At the moment we are looking at long term leasing at Lis na Dara and Ath Leathan.

Some of the Barrack Street tenants have their keys and should be moving in this week or early next week.
There are 20 vacant houses at present 8 of which are ready and offers have been made.

There are 1722 applications for housing.  400 have been added to the housing list since January this year.   700 of the 1176 applicants under the financial category are receiving rent allowance and are not priority.  
There are no plans to build more houses.  The Government has not made any significant allocations and at the moment the options are RAS and Long Term Leasing.
__________________________________________________________________________
129/10
PROGRESS REPORT MAY 2010
Report was noted by the Members.

__________________________________________________________________________
130/10
CAPITAL BUDGET 2010 – 2012



This item was deferred to the June 2010 meeting.
__________________________________________________________________________
131/10
VAT ON LOCAL AUTHORITY SERVICES – PRESENTATION BY BERNIE WOODS

Bernie Woods made a presentation to the Members in relation to VAT on Local Authority Services.  Certain services provided by the Local Authority will become liable to VAT with effect from 1st July 2010.  However, there are a number of services in the Recreation area which will be affected from a date to be specified by Ministerial Commencement Order.  Bernie Woods advised Councillor E. O’Boyle that this will involve some extra work for staff initially.  The charging of VAT on certain LA services cannot be appealed as the Government have taken their decision.  Oxigen are already charging VAT on waste collection charges.
__________________________________________________________________________
132/10
NOTICES OF MOTIONS – COUNCILLOR MARIANNE BUTLER
1. “That this Council undertakes a road safety investigation on the Dundalk part



of the Blackrock Road and implements traffic calming measures as soon as 



possible if this investigation finds that they are warranted.”



The motion was seconded by Councillor O. Morgan.
2. “That this Council urgently reviews the recent installation of a number of

60km/h speed limit signs in built areas and at traffic lights.”

The motion was seconded by Cathaoirleach, Councillor M. Bellew.  Councillor M. Butler said that Barrack Street and Quay Street in particular needed to be looked at.  Cathaoirleach, Councillor M. Bellew said the signs on the Dublin Road also need to be reviewed.

3. “That Dundalk Town Council supports the maiden voyage of the “Rachel Corrie” to 



Palestine and wishes them a safe journey.”



The motion was seconded by Cathaoirleach, Councillor M. Bellew.

__________________________________________________________________________
133/10
NOTICES OF MOTIONS – COUNCILLOR OLLAN HERR
1. “That this Council prioritise the installation of cameras at the Barrack Street Bring Bank.”

The motion was seconded by Cathaoirleach, Councillor M. Bellew.  Councillor O. Herr said there are bottles all over the place and the area around the Bring Bank is looking like a dump.  Cathaoirleach, Councillor M. Bellew said that people will still dump whether there are cameras there or not.  He proposed that a vote of congratulations be extended to Aidan Woods, Litter Warden, for all his hard work.  He also proposed that we erect signage.  Councillor J. Ryan asked about the cost of the camera.  Mr. John Lawrence said they can be quite expensive.  However, they are getting cheaper.   Councillor E. O’Boyle wanted to know who is responsible for monitoring and Mr. John Lawrence advised that the Litter Wardens go through the footage.  Councillor J. D’Arcy said he was disappointed that people are still abusing sites.
2. “That this council removes the bench adjacent to the Bring Bank at St Gerard’s



Square.”

The motion was seconded by Councillor M. Butler.  Councillor O. Herr advised that the bench is in a disgraceful state.  Cathaoirleach, Councillor M. Bellew asked if the Residents of the area were in favour of its removal.  Councillor O. Herr and Councillor M. Butler advised that they will organise a petition of the residents to establish if there is support for same.
__________________________________________________________________________
134/10
NOTICE OF QUESTION – COUNCILLOR MARIANNE BUTLER
1.
“Could the Engineering Section report on progress on the re-instatement  of the green space at John Street (as per motion last year from Mark Dearey)”.

Mr. John Lawrence thought this re-instatement was carried out but he will check same.

__________________________________________________________________________
135/10
RESOLUTIONS

On the proposition of Councillor J. Ryan and seconded by Councillor O. Morgan, it was agreed to support the Castleblayney Town Council resolution dated 14th May 2010.
__________________________________________________________________________
136/10
CONFERENCES

Noted by the Members.
__________________________________________________________________________
137/10
CORRESPONDENCE
Frank Pentony advised that we have been members of NFLA since 2006.  On the proposition of Councillor M. Butler, seconded by Councillor E. O’Boyle, it was agreed that the NFLA affiliation fee be paid for 2010/2011.
138/10
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Frank Pentony Town Clerk referred to a recent press article and letter received from Louth Environmental Group.  He said they contained a number of inaccuracies which he wished to address.  The letter suggested that the Council had agreed in principal to the disposal of land at Dowdallshill to facilitate the development of a leisure facility on a floodplain.  Frank Pentony advised that this is not true.  The Council provided the Developer with a letter of consent to include Council land in their planning application.  This does not commit us to sell.  He confirmed that an auctioneer did make an offer of €3.5 million to the Council for land at St. Nicholas Avenue.  The auctioneer did not provide any information in relation to who his client was or what the land was required for so the matter did not go any further.  The letter also said that the Council was offered €155,000 for land at the Sewerage Treatment Plant on the Point Road.  Frank Pentony advised that the Members agreed to the disposal of this land by way of Section 183.  

Frank Pentony said he has always operated an open door policy where the Councillors can approach him at any time to discuss any issues they may have.  There is also the option of using the Notice of Question.   He said it was most unusual to be dealing with questions in the Chamber that had been raised in the Press first and not with him directly.  
Councillor E. O’Boyle responded by saying that he was approached by a Journalist for his comments on the issues raised by the group in their letter. He said as a public representative he would not be doing his job if he didn’t ask these questions.
Councillor O’Boyle also accepted that there were a number of inaccuracies.  However, he said he was concerned by some of the issues raised and felt it was his duty to question them particularly in relation to any proposals to sell land for development on a floodplain.  The County Manager said it wasn’t that the Councillor had raised questions but the way in which he had raised them.  
__________________________________________________________________________
The Meeting ended with prayers at 6.30 p.m.
Minutes confirmed at Meeting

Held on the             day of                                2010
                                                                                           _____________________

                                                                                               CATHAOIRLEACH





     ________________________
                                                                                             CLEIREACH AN BHAILE
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