DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, DUNDALK, ON MONDAY 22ND MARCH 2010 AT 4.00 PM
PRESENT

Cathaoirleach, Councillor M Bellew, presided.

ALSO PRESENT

Councillor S Bellew, Councillor M Butler, Councillor J D’Arcy, Councillor I Dooley,  Councillor O Herr, Councillor C Keelan, Councillor K Meenan, Councillor J Ryan and Councillor H Todd.

APOLOGIES

Councillor O Morgan

IN ATTENDANCE

C Murray, County Manager

F Pentony, Director of Services and Town Clerk

P McVeigh, Acting Town Engineer

J Lawrence, Administrative Officer

Joan Smith, Administrative Officer

U Conlon, Executive Planner

THE MEETING COMMENCED WITH PRAYERS AT 4PM
066/10
VOTE OF CONGRATULATIONS
On the proposition of Councillor M Bellew and seconded by Councillor J Ryan the Members agreed to send a vote of congratulations to Benedicta McArdle, Town Gardener and her outdoor staff team on how well the Town looked for the St Patrick’s Day Festival.

On the proposition of Councillor M Bellew and seconded by Councillor J D’Arcy the Members agreed to send a vote of congratulations to the St Patrick’s Day Parade Committee on the organisation of a wonderful St Patrick’s Day Parade.
067/10
PLANNING AND RELATED MATTERS
10/6

Brendan Watters


Development to consist of alterations, 







extension and change of use of existing








dwelling to a bookmakers at ground floor








level and a 1 bed apartment at first floor 








level.

There was no recommendation in this case.

10/7

Bernard Conlon


Development to consist of retention of 








extension to existing grocery retail unit, to 








include delicatessen, toilets, storage, office








and kitchenette and associated site works.








Also new signage, facia and internal roller








Shutter and for conversion of 3 apartments 








To a single dwellinghouse including a roof








Garden to rear at Colons’ Footmarket,








Dublin Road, Dundalk, Co Louth.

There was no recommendation in this case.

10/8

Repica Ltd



Development to consist of proposed high








Level signage at both the southern and 








Western elevations at Avenue Road,








Dundalk, Co Louth

There was no recommendation in this case.

10/9

Jan C Van Dijk


Permission for development in compliance








with condition No 2 of said permission, 








comprising of a vehicular entrance at the








road junction with the Crowne Plaza, 








Dundalk, Co Louth and all site works.








Entrance will serve already permitted








Development by Louth County Council 








under permission 06/124.

Councillor M Bellew proposed that the sequencing of lights at peak times be looked into at this location and that traffic lights should only operate on a “on demand” basis.   He further proposed that the Council review current and future traffic lighting requirements at this location and at Carroll Village.
The motion was seconded by Councillor S Bellew.

10/10

Brookwood Taverns Ltd

Alterations including changes to 








elevations, increase of floor area and 








provision of roof top air conditioning








plant and water tanks at 91 Park Street,








Dundalk, Co Louth.

J Lawrence, Administrative Officer, advised the Members that this application was returned as invalid.

10/11

Mike Flynn



Extensions and alterations to existing 







dwelling to include for a single storey








extension to the side and all associated








site works at 18 Waterview, Lower Point








Road, Dundalk, Co Louth.

There was no recommendations in this case.

10/12

Michael & Patricia Killeen

The development will consist of demolition








of a shed attached to the dwellinghouse 








and for the construction of a new rear 








extension, to include replacing the existing








flat roof at the rear with a new pitched roof








and all associated site works at 46 Point








Road, Dundalk, Co Louth.

There was no recommendations in this case.

068/10
CALL BACK FILES
09/183
Shelly Barrett


10 No. detached houses and all associated








works including culverting of the existing








watercourse Mounthamilton at site 








commonly known as The Old Carrick 








Road, Dundalk.

There was no recommendations in this case.

069/10
SECTION 254 LICENCES


J Lawrence, Administrative Officer, gave the Members a briefing on the 

Actions taken to date in relation to unlicensed signage / advertising structures on footpaths.   Councillor S Bellew expressed a view that the recent correspondence to business was harassment of the already suffering business community and Councillor J Ryan stated that the correspondence was inappropriate.   J Lawrence advised of the statutory basis for the Licence, the level of fees due ant the type of structure requiring a licence and that individual businesses should contact the Council directly and efforts will be made to find a compromise on this issue.   Mr Lawrence advised that complaints had been received over the years from groups representing disabled persons.

070/10
ADOPTION OF MINUTES
On the proposition of Councillor M Butler, seconded by Councillor S Bellew, the following Minutes were adopted:-
Minutes of Monthly Meeting of the 23rd February 2010.

071/10
MATTERS ARISING
Councillor H Todd referred to Minute No 062/10 – Litter at the former Dearey’s premises.   J Lawrence advised that following the service of a Section 9 Notice the owners cleaned up the alleyway, resulting in the area being cleaned up.   A further inspection of this area will be carried out.
Councillor H Todd agreed to speak directly with J Lawrence in relation to illegal dumping in Cox’s Demesne and Fatima after the meeting.

Councillor I Dooley referred to Minute No 059/10 – Traffic Assessment, Dowdallshill.   Peter McVeigh advised that the survey is not yet complete.
Councillor J Ryan referred to Minute No 061/10 – Allotments.  F Pentony agreed to come back to Councillor J Ryan with information.

Councillor J Ryan referred to Minute No 065/10 – Rêze.   F Pentony advised that he would update the Members on Rêze Twinning at the next meeting.

Councillor M Butler referred to Minute No 050/10 – Smarter Travel and requested that the Council hold a special meeting in committee to discuss the bid document.   F Pentony advised that it was intended to hold a meeting with the Members prior to bid submission.

Councillor M Butler referred to Minute No 065/10 – Dundalk Photographic Society and Educate Together Committee.   F Pentony advised that no date had been set for a meeting.
072/10
CASUAL VACANCY
On the proposition of Councillor M Butler and seconded by Councillor J D’Arcy, Mr Ollan Herr, Túr na Gaoithe, Philipstown, Hackballscross, Dundalk, Co Louth was co-opted into the Casual Vacancy on Dundalk Town Council to fill the seat vacated by recently appointed Senator Mark Dearey.

073/10
ELECTION OF LEAS CATHAOIRLEACH 



Councillor M Butler on the proposition of Councillor O Herr and seconded 



by Councillor S Bellew and agreed by the Members, was the sole nominee 



for the Leas Cathaoirleach and was duly elected.

074/10
NOMINATION TO THE TRAVELLER CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE (1 No)


Councillor M Butler on the proposition of Councillor O Herr and seconded



by Councillor S Bellew, and this was agreed by the Members.

075/10
NOMINATION TO DUNDALK DRUGS ADVISORY COMMITTEE (1 No)

Councillor O Herr on the proposition of Councillor M Butler and seconded by Councillor J D’Arcy, and this was agreed by the Members.

076/10
NOMINATION OF CHAIRPERSON PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT MPC
Councillor M Butler on the proposition of Councillor O Herr and seconded by Councillor S Bellew, and this was agreed by the Members.

077/10
HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT MARCH 2010
Councillor M Butler queried when the remainder of Blackrock Road new houses would be allocated?   F Pentony to revert back with information.

Councillor J Ryan remarked that at over 1700 applicants for rehousing, the Council list was at its highest ever.

078/10
PROGRESS REPORT MARCH 2010


The report was noted by the Members.
079/10
LOCAL GOVERNMENT AUDITOR’S REPORT 2008


Joan Smith, Administrative Officer Finance, presented the Audited Report to 


the Members.



Councillor M Butler sought further information on Items 7.3 (Dundalk Leisure 



Centre) and 7.2 (Internal Audit).

Councillor I Dooley queried what options are available to Business’s in relation to payment of rates, item 6.2.   F Pentony advised on the many options to pay that is operated by Dundalk Town Council.  

Councillor S Bellew stated that the cut in rates did not go far enough.   The County Manager advised that any cuts have an effect on services and staffing.   The Manager was open to receive constructive comments from the Members and to hear from the Councillors what services should be cut and that there were other factors putting the squeeze on businesses.

Councillor J Ryan remarked that the rates can be cut as long as there is an another way to fund services.

Joan Smith confirmed that House Purchase Loan arrears was not an issue at this time in Dundalk Town Council.
Councillor O Herr referred to Item No 7.3 (Sewerage Treatment Plant) and advised that this was an area that he had some expertise in and would look forward to assisting the Council in the future.

On the proposition of Councillor J Ryan and seconded by Councillor C Keelan the Local Government Auditor’s Report 2008 and amended AFS or 2008 were adopted.

080/10
ADDRESS FROM WILLIE DUFFY, CHAIRPERSON DUNDALK TIDY TOWNS COMMITTEE

On the proposition of Councillor M Butler and seconded by Councillor S Bellew the Members agreed to defer this item until the April meeting.

081/10
ROADS SECTION RECOMMENDATIONS FOR COUNCILLORS



ALLOCATIONS 2010 (REVISED)

On the proposition of Councillor M Bellew and seconded by Councillor

 K Meenan the Members agreed to defer this item to allow Councillors from each electoral area to meet with the officials.

082/10
LCC HOUSING SPC REPORT


This report was noted by the Members

083/10
TRANSPORTATION AND CROSS BORDER MATTERS SPC -



CHAIRMANS REPORT


This report was noted by the Members.

Councillor O Herr referred to the need to define safe cycleways to students and the views of parents was paramount
084/10
FLOODING AT MOUNTHAMILTON, ARDEE ROAD, DUNDALK
Peter McVeigh, Acting Town Engineer advised the Members on his investigations and findings todate.
On the proposition of Councillor M Bellew and seconded by Councillor J Ryan the Members agreed that a further update report from Mr McVeigh be tabled at the April Meeting.

085/10
EQUAL STATUS POLICY & GUIDELINES (FOR NOTING)



The policy document was noted by the Members.

086/10
NOTICES OF MOTIONS – COUNCILLOR CONOR KEELAN
(1) 
“That this Council conduct a lighting survey in Church Street to verify the need for the installation of public lighting in this area as a matter of urgency”.


The motion was seconded by Councillor I Dooley.   F Pentony agreed to examine the matter.

(2) 
 “That this Council erect warning signs on the northern side of the Big Bridge to notify traffic entering the town from the Armagh/Forkhill and Newry Roads that they are approaching a temporary pedestrian crossing area”.


The motion was seconded by Councillor I Dooley.

(3) 
 “That this Council ensure that the roundabout at the junction of the R132 road and the inner relief road be properly maintained on a regular basis”.


The motion was seconded by Councillor I Dooley.

087/10
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR JIM D’ARCY
“That in the light of decreasing land values and also reduced construction costs that a review take place of the supplementary levies”.

The motion was seconded by Councillor M Butler.

088/10
NOTICES OF QUESTIONS – COUNCILLOR MARIANNE BUTLER

Question (1): Re:  Lands at Soldier’s Point
What is the current status of the lands at Soldier’s Point that the members of Dundalk Town Council recently agreed to lease to Dundalk Sub Aqua Club, and if Dundalk Sub Aqua Club are not proceeding with this lease are the lands available to other interested groups?

F Pentony advised that legal correspondence has been recently received and that the Sub Aqua Club were going ahead with the Lease.

Question (2): Re:  Dundalk & Environs Development Plan 2010 - 2015

That the County Manager comment on progress to date on the Council’s response to the submission from the Department of the Environment seeking a phasing of development lands within a twelve month period of the adoption of the Development Plan.
The County Manager responded that work had yet to commence on this

phasing of development.

089/10
NOTICES OF QUESTIONS – COUNCILLOR CONOR KEELAN
Question (1): 
Can the members be supplied with copies of the reports referred to in the written response to Notice of Motion 28 from the January meeting, received by Councillors in February, specifically the 2005 and 2006 reports conducted by Louth County Council and Chevron-Texaco, and any previous report conducted between 1992 and 2003 by this local authority?

Councillor C Keelan noted the report from Raymond McKenna SEE, Louth County Council.   Councillor C Keelan enquired whether the houses could be listed on Derelict Site Register.  F Pentony agreed to investigate.  Councillor C Keelan proposed that DTC write to Texaco requesting them to investigate, under DTC/LCC supervision, the houses on the Lisdoo Road, to ascertain whether any actual leakage into these sites, if Texaco reluctant to do so that LCC carry out digs to allay fears of a social and environmental nature.   Councillor I Dooley seconded the motion.
On the proposition of Councillor M Butler and seconded by Councillor J Ryan the Members agreed that after 1 month if no action is taken that the Members refer the issue to their colleagues in LCC to progress the issue.

Question (2): 

A)
When will the pipe burst on the Riverside Crescent side of the Newry Road across from the now boarded up houses at Maxwell’s terrace be repaired?

B)
How often has this pipe been repaired?

C) When was it last repaired?

F Pentony advised that repair work will be undertaken between 23rd and 26th March 2010.   It had one previous repair approximately 8 weeks prior and a clamp had failed.
090/10
RESOLUTIONS



The Members noted the resolutions.

On the proposition of Councillor M Bellew and seconded by Councillor J Ryan the Members agreed to support the motion of Waterford City Council –Re:  Sean Garland.

091/10
CONFERENCES


Noted by the Members.
Councillor M Bellew requested support for two local conferences that were listed.

092/10
CORRESPONDENCE


Noted by the Members.

On the proposition of Councillor C Keelan and seconded by Councillor S Bellew the Members agreed to receive a deputation from Oxigen at the earliest opportunity.

On the proposition of Councillor J Ryan and seconded by Councillor S Bellew that Dundalk Town Council write to St Patrick’s Day Committee to establish whether an Audio Contractor from outside Dundalk area was used on the day.
Councillor M Bellew requested that the Members refresh their knowledge of the Standing Orders.

THE MEETING ENDED WITH PRAYERS AT 5.30 PM

Minutes confirmed at Meeting

Held on the             day of                                2010
                                                                                           _____________________

                                                                                                CATHAOIRLEACH





   ________________________
                                                                                                CLEIREACH AN BHAILE
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