DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL, HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, DUNDALK, ON MONDAY 28th JUNE 2010
PRESENT
Cathaoirleach, Councillor C. Keelan, presided.
ALSO PRESENT

Councillor S. Bellew, Councillor O. Morgan, Councillor O. Herr, Councillor M. Butler, Councillor J. D’Arcy, Councillor E. O’Boyle, Councillor H. Todd, Councillor J. Green, Councillor K. Meenan, Councillor M. Bellew and Councillor J. Ryan.

IN ATTENDANCE

Mr. C. Murray, County Manager

Mr. D. Storey, Senior Executive Officer

Ms. Catherine Duff, Town Engineer

Mr J. Lawrence, Administrative Officer

Ms. S. Mullen, Senior Executive Planner

Ms. A. McDonnell, Senior Staff Officer
152/10
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS – LOUTH COUNTY HOSPITAL
On the proposition of Councillor M. Bellew, seconded by Councillor J. Ryan, it was agreed to suspend standing orders to discuss the recent crisis at Louth County Hospital.  Councillor M. Bellew advised that as and from 9.00 a.m. in the morning the Accident and Emergency services at Louth County Hospital will be transferred to Our Lady of Lourdes, Drogheda.  This is despite undertakings given by the HSE that A & E would not be transferred until services were up and running in Drogheda.  He said that local Doctors and Consultants do not support the move.  He said some years ago the late Councillor Mary Grehan had warned of plans within the Health Service to downgrade the hospital but she was laughed out of the Chamber.  Now it has all come true.  Councillor Bellew called on our local TDs and Senators to put pressure on the Minister for Health, Mary Harney, An Taoiseach, Brian Cowen and the Department of Health not to go ahead with the downgrading of the hospital and reverse their decision.  
Councillor H. Todd, Councillor K. Meenan and Councillor J. Green, wished to have it on public record ‘their total disgust, and that of the people they represent, at the closure of acute medical services at the Louth Hospital’.  
Councillor E. O’Boyle said the HSE had given assurances that there would be no transfer of A & E services until there was a proven service to replace it in Drogheda.  Drogheda will not be able to cope.  The people in the Dundalk area have been let down and lives have been put at risk.

Councillor J. D’Arcy felt total disgust and anger at the situation.  He said Fine Gael is not in favour of the closure of A & E.  He believes that some of the Consultants were not supportive of retaining A & E services in Dundalk and this was a major factor in it closing.
Councillor M. Butler stated that Senator Mark Dearey has raised this issue a number of times in the Seanad and will continue to do so in the future. 
Councillor J. Ryan said we must keep going.  Without the protests over the years the Louth Hospital would have closed a long time ago.  We were told when paediatric and maternity services were transferred to Drogheda that they were temporary measures.  He said it’s a scandal.  He is absolutely disgusted that our TDs have not put themselves on the line.
Councillor K. Meenan said it all boils down to lies.  He hopes the people will remember at the next Election.

Cathaoirleach, Councillor C. Keelan said that Drogheda is an untested facility.  It does not make logistical sense.  He said the assurances given to the Council by the HSE have been completely disregarded.  We need to keep this issue live.  He said he will continue to raise this issue at Oireachtas level. 
__________________________________________________________________________
153/10
PLANNING AND RELATED MATTERS

10/47

MW Developments

            Development to consist of 



Limited


 
 retention and completion of 







 
 dwelling units at Coulter 






            
 Place, Armagh Road, Dundalk.

John Lawrence advised that a grant of permission was issued for this application.

__________________________________________________________________________
10/48
McDonalds Restaurants

Development to consist of   



of Ireland Ltd.


alterations and all associated






            
works at McDonalds Restaurant








Junction of Hill Street &








Stapleton Drive, Dundalk.

The members queried position re: opening hours and were informed that the 

planners would be guided by the Development Plan and Regional Planning Guidelines.


__________________________________________________________________________
10/49

John Kearney


Development to consist of change




  



of use of existing commerical 








mushroom tunnels to be recovered







for use as polytunnels and service 








building to be converted to office 








and canteen and all associated








works at Racecourse Road,








Dundalk.

The members were informed that this application was invalid.

______________________________________________________________
10/50

Brian & Margaret Conlon

Development to consist of 









construction of ground floor









extension to side of existing





           

dwelling and ancillary site 








works at The Stone House, 








Red Barns Road, Dundalk.





There was no recommendation in this case.

10/51

Martin Matthews


Retention of car wash along with








all associated works at 








Castletown Road, Dundalk.  

The members were informed that this application was invalid and that 

operations had ceased at this location.

10/52 
Noel Devlin 



Development to consist of 







car wash and secure store and  








associated site works at  

Castletown Road, Dundalk.


The members were informed that this application was invalid.

__________________________________________________________________________
10/53

The Society of St Vincent

Development to consist of



De Paul

           
a proposed new shop front








at street level and change of 







 
use of first and second storey  






            
levels from residential use to 








ancillary office and meeting 








room uses at 69 Clanbrassil








Street, Dundalk.  

John Lawrence advised that a grant of permission was issued for this application.  

__________________________________________________________________________
10/54

The Society of St Vincent

Development to consist of  



De Paul


           replacement of shop front pended







 
entrance gates and first floor








windows to Jocelyn St facade,








proposed extension to the rear 








of the existing offices and retail








unit to accommodate ground level








storage, first floor meeting room








and escape stairs, a single storey








boiler house, change of front








elevation to the two storey








furniture/clothes store at rear of








premises and all associated








works at Ozanam House ,








Jocelyn Street, Dundalk.

There was no recommendation in this case.

______________________________________________________________
                                                                                  

10/55

The Board of Governors,

Development to consist of a



Dundalk Grammar School

new school building, multipurpose 








hall, and caretaker facilities,  








demolition of existing buildings ,








temporary construction access








road through boundary wall on








Ardee Rd, and all associated 








works, landscaping and provision








of 37 car parking spaces at 








Dundalk Grammar School,








The Crescent, Dundalk.



There was no recommendation in this case.
10/56

John Connolly


Development to consist of   








demolition of existing house  








no’s. 58 & 62 Barrack Street  








and the demolition of no. 60 








Barrack Street which was  








formally a licensed premises with








residential accommodation above








and the construction of 3 terraced








houses and all associated works 





at 58,60 & 62 Barrack St., Dundalk.

There was no recommendation in this case.

_______________________________________________________________
10/57

Lis Na Mere



Development to consist of revisions    



Developments


to previous planning application








ref no. 05/344, to include revisions 







to road layout and revised location  








of previously approved parking 








spaces and the addition of 23 car








parking spaces at  








Cluan Fada, Lis Na Dara,








Carrickmacross Rd., Dundalk.

There was no recommendation in this case.

_______________________________________________________________
10/58

Daniel McGirr


Demolish existing single storey     








and construct new two storey   








extension to side of dwelling  







at 21 Marian Park, Dundalk. 

The members were informed that this application was invalid.

_______________________________________________________________
10/59

Board of Management

Retention of prefabricated     



Realt Na Mara School

classroom building including 








connections to all services  








at Realt Na Mara School,








Dundalk

The members were informed that this application was invalid.

_______________________________________________________________
10/60

Anthony Curran


Development to consist of       








change of use from    








residential use to office use   







at 8 Jocelyn Street,  Dundalk.

There was no recommendation in this case.

________________________________________________________________________
154/10
ADOPTION OF MINUTES
On the proposition of Councillor M. Butler, seconded by Councillor H. Todd, the minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the 24th May 2010 were adopted.
__________________________________________________________________________
155/10
MATTERS ARISING
Councillor M. Butler referred to Minute No. 124/10 – There has been no response as yet from the ESB.
Councillor M. Butler referred to Minute No. 132/10 – Catherine Duff advised that a road safety investigation is being undertaken on the Dundalk part of the Blackrock Road and report will follow.  Councillor Butler noted that a response had been circulated to the Members in relation to the 60km/h speed limit signs in built up areas and at traffic lights.  The Louth County Council Roads SPC is responsible for speed limits in the County and the Notice of Motion has been forwarded to the Roads SPC for their attention.  

Councillor M. Butler referred to Minute No. 134/10 – Councillor Butler advised that no planting has been undertaken at John Street.  John Lawrence advised that the footpath repairs had been undertaken and that he would look into what was agreed in relation to planting.
Cathaoirleach, Councillor C. Keelan referred to Minute No. 124/10 – Reports have not yet been received from Louth County Council.  Councillor Keelan said that he will follow up same with the Environment Section, Louth County Council.
__________________________________________________________________________
156/10
PROGRESS REPORT JUNE 2010
Report was noted by the Members
__________________________________________________________________________
157/10
HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT JUNE 2010
David Storey advised the Members that 184 houses were identified for window and door replacement.  60 No. houses have been completed to date and the balance, which includes Muirhevnamor, will be commenced in September.
Councillor H. Todd said there are some houses in Cox’s Demesne in bad need of window and door replacement and he wanted to know when exactly they would be done.  People are worried about the Winter.  Councillor H. Todd said he would talk to David Storey regarding this matter.
158/10
ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR POLICY
On the proposition of Councillor M. Butler and seconded by Councillor E. O’Boyle, the Anti Social Behaviour Strategy was adopted.

Councillor K. Meenan said he welcomed the Strategy and said the key to its success is co-operation between the Council and Gardai on an on going basis.  Councillor M. Bellew agreed that it is imperative that the Gardai meet with Council Staff on a regular basis and are seen to support the Council in implementing the policy.
 
__________________________________________________________________________
159/10
REGENERATION REPORT JUNE 2010

David Storey advised that the Urban Vision for Coxes Demesne document should be ready in September.  In relation to the Remedial Works Scheme proposed for Villas 1 and Glenmore Park, the Council has been given approval from the Department to appoint the NBA as consultants for the project appraisal.  The NBA will be undertaking a survey in the coming weeks.  It is hoped to have a proposal in September.  A budget of €100,000 has been provided by the Council this year for Small Works Programme.  He also confirmed that there have been discussions in relation to Aghameen Park but no agreement as yet.

__________________________________________________________________________
160/10
PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF RIGHT OF WAY AT PUBLIC OPEN SPACE LOCATED TO THE SIDE/REAR OF 8-25 VILLA PARK DUNDALK


On the proposition of Councillor J. Green, seconded by Councillor H. Todd, is was agreed to extinguish the right of way at public open space located to the side/rear of 8-25 Villa Park, Dundalk.
__________________________________________________________________________
161/10
PART VIII – ALL WEATHER PITCH MUIRHEVNAMOR
This Part VIII project will be going on public display from 7th July 2010 to 18th August 2010.  Submissions can be made up to September 2010.  The proposal will come back to the Council meeting in September.
__________________________________________________________________________
162/10
VAT ON CAR PARKS
David Storey advised that VAT on Car Parks is going to cost in the region of €8000 per month.  Conn Murray advised that for the moment this cost will be absorbed by the Council from within existing resources and will not be passed onto the Customer.  This will have implications for other areas of the Budget.  Council Officials are currently undertaking a review of income and expenditure and a report will be put before the Members at the July meeting.  
__________________________________________________________________________
163/10
NOTICES OF MOTIONS – COUNCILLOR JENNIFER GREEN
“That this Council resurfaces the road in the Cluan Enda Estate, particularly near the ramps”
The motion was seconded by Councillor H. Todd.  

Report from Sinead Maguire, Executive Engineer, Roads, was circulated to the Members.  Catherine Duff confirmed that works would be carried out this year.

__________________________________________________________________________
164/10
NOTICES OF MOTIONS – COUNCILLOR EAMONN O’BOYLE
“That this Council ban the use of the Fairgreen Road, Northgate Street, Bridge Street, Maxwell’s Row and St. Nicholas’s Avenue as a thoroughfare by strategic heavy goods vehicle traffic and that the Manager bring a report before this Council as to the basis for the perceived necessity for such traffic to use the Castletown Road at all.”
The motion was seconded by Councillor H. Todd. 
Catherine Duff advised that St Nicholas Avenue and Maxwell Row are not classified as strategic roads and that Castletown Road is classified as a regional road.  It is hoped to address issues around freight traffic and HGV routes in the Smarter Travel initiative.  Councillor J. Ryan asked if the weight restrictions are being observed and Councillor M. Bellew asked if there were any convictions for breaches of same.  Catherine Duff advised that the Gardai would have to be consulted for this information. 
__________________________________________________________________________

165/10
NOTICES OF MOTIONS – COUNCILLOR CONOR KEELAN

1. “That this Council conduct an inspection of the engineering works carried out in St. Nicholas Avenue since the replacement of pipes due to the problems with lead content in the area.”
The motion was seconded by Councillor E. O’Boyle.

Cathaoirleach, Councillor C. Keelan advised that Residents are concerned that the tarmac work is not at the same level.

Councillor H. Todd said the unemployed and OAPs cannot not afford to pay for the lead pipe replacement which costs in the region of €700.  Catherine Duff advised that there is no funding or grant assistance available.  The Council has written to the Department but has been unsuccessful to date.  Work on the replacement of the lead piping on the public side is proceeding and dosing is eminent.  Councillor M. Bellew said the Council should be congratulated on the way it has dealt with the lead situation.  However, he supported Councillor Todd’s comments.  On the proposition of Councillor M. Bellew and seconded by Councillor H. Todd, it was agreed to write to the Department again.  Catherine Duff advised that after the lead pipe replacement on the public side the levels of lead in the water can be tested again.
2. “In light of the recent spate of dumping on the Moorland Road, that this Council liaise with the owner of the Coulter Place site to remove the rubbish from the area and to install permanent measures to prevent a recurrence of dumping on the Moorland Road and the surrounding lands.” 
The motion was seconded by Councillor O. Herr.
Cathaoirleach, Councillor C. Keelan advised that the builders rubble left on site did not discourage the dumping that took place.  He said that the Council should be taking action against the owner for breach of planning.  John Lawrence said the owner of the site had been served with a Section 9 Notice under the Litter Pollution Act requiring him to clean up the site.  The issue has not been looked at under planning.
__________________________________________________________________________
166/10
NOTICE OF QUESTION – COUNCILLOR EAMONN O’BOYLE
What steps have been taken by the Manager to implement the will of this Council as expressed in a unanimous resolution of this Council, recorded in Minute No.120/09, that a walkway/cycleway be created on the south bank of the Castletown River from the Big Bridge to the Railway Bridge and that a fence be provided around the area of grass between Maxwell’s Row and the River so that small children can play there in relative safety?
Councillor E. O’Boyle noted response and asked that same be considered in the Budget for next year.
__________________________________________________________________________
167/10
RESOLUTIONS

On the proposition of Councillor K. Meenan and seconded by Councillor C. Keelan and Councillor J. Ryan, it was agreed to support the Castlebar Town Council resolution dated 14th June 2010
__________________________________________________________________________
168/10
CONFERENCES

Noted by the Members.
__________________________________________________________________________
169/10
CORRESPONDENCE
Councillor J. Ryan noted the correspondence from the Dundalk Chamber.  However, he said the letter did not actually answer his question.  He said the contract for the public address for the Parade was given to a provider from outside of Town and that local providers were not even contacted for a price.  Councillor J. D’Arcy wanted to know if the Council is entitled to ask for this information.  Councillor M. Butler said the St Patricks Day Parade Committee organised the parade on a voluntary basis.  They feel their effort has now been diminished.  She said there is an agenda here.  Councillor J. Ryan stated there is no agenda.  Councillor M. Bellew agreed that there is no hidden agenda.  No one is having a go at the Chamber or the Committee.  It was a fair question.  Cathaoirleach, Councillor C. Keelan said there was no opposition to the writing of the letter at the time.  Councillor M. Butler said she was withdrawing her comment regarding a hidden agenda.
170/10
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
On the proposition of Councillor M. Butler and seconded by Councillor O. Herr, it was agreed that the whips of each group will get together to decide whether or not to revert back to holding the monthly meeting on the fourth Tuesday of the month at 7.00 p.m.

__________________________________________________________________________
The Meeting ended with prayers at 6.15 pm
Minutes confirmed at Meeting

Held on the             day of                                2010
                                                                                           _____________________

                                                                                               CATHAOIRLEACH





     ________________________
                                                                                             CLEIREACH AN BHAILE
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