DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL, HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, DUNDALK, ON TUESDAY 27th JULY 2010

PRESENT
Cathaoirleach, Councillor C Keelan, presided.

ALSO PRESENT

Councillor S Bellew, Councillor O Morgan, Councillor O Herr, Councillor M Butler, Councillor J D’Arcy, Councillor E O’Boyle, Councillor J Green, Councillor K Meenan, Councillor M Bellew and Councillor J Ryan.
APOLOGIES

Councillor H Todd
IN ATTENDANCE

Mr C Murray, County Manager
Mr F Pentony, Director of Services and Town Clerk
Mr D Storey, Senior Executive Officer

Ms C Duff, Town Engineer

Mr J Lawrence, Administrative Officer

Ms S Mullen, Senior Executive Planner

Ms A McDonnell, Senior Staff Officer
The Meeting commenced with prayers at 7.00pm.
171/10
VOTE OF SYMPATHY
On the proposition of Cathaoirleach, Councillor C Keelan and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle the members agreed to send a sincere vote of sympathy to the family of the late Christy Gray, former Caretaker, Dundalk Town Council.
__________________________________________________________________________
172/10
CONGRATULATIONS
Cathaoirleach, Councillor C Keelan congratulated Councillor M Bellew, Councillor E O’Boyle and Councillor J Ryan on becoming grandfathers recently.
__________________________________________________________________________

173/10
LANNING AND RELATED MATTERS

10/61

Board of Management

Retention of prefabricated



Realt na Mara School

classroom building including
         



Mill Street


 
connections to all services.



Dundalk



 Realt na Mara School, Dundalk.

John Lawrence advised that a grant of permission was issued for this application.

_______________________________________________________________
10/62
Coyle VacPak Ltd


Development to consist of   



Unit 2




retail factory meat outlet at 



Coes Road East


existing meat processing 



Dundalk



factory, planning ref 04/158.








Unit 2, Coes Road East








Dundalk, Co Louth.

John Lawrence advised that a grant of permission was issued for this application.


______________________________________________________________
10/63

Clear Channel Ireland Ltd

Development to consist of



Unit 104
  


upgrading the illuminated paper 



Northwest Business Park

and paste billboard with an 



Ballycoolin Road


illuminated prismatic billboard



Dublin 15



of the same wall at gable wall of 








16 Line Terrace, Hill Street,








Dundalk.

The members were informed that this application was withdrawn.

______________________________________________________________
10/64

Clear Channel Ireland Ltd

Development to consist of 




Unit 104



upgrading the illuminated paper



Northwest Business Park

and paste billboard with an 



Ballycoolin Road


illuminated prismatic billboard



Dublin 15



of the same size at gable wall of
           






Connollys Yard adjoining  








no. 5 Maxwells Terrace, Newry








Road, Dundalk

The members were informed that this application was withdrawn.

10/65

Wanze Properties


10 Year planning permission for   



(Dundalk) Ltd.


 phased development at site.  The



Gresham House


development will consist of 



Marine Road



demolition of all structures on site



Dun Laoghaire


and construction of a mixed use,



Co Dublin



leisure, retail and residential 








development.








Dundalk Shopping Centre and 








Lands to South (Connolly’s Field)








Dublin Road, Hill street, 








Stapleton Drive and 








Long Avenue, Dundalk.

There was no recommendation in this case







10/66 
John Coyle 



Development to consist of 


33 Avondale Park


alterations to existing garage 



Avenue Road


extension and construction

  

Dundalk



of new first floor extension

at 33 Avondale Park,


Avenue Road, Dundalk.

The members were informed that this application was invalid.

_________________________________________________________________________
10/67

H.J.Heinz Frozen 


Development to consist of



& Chilled Foods Ltd.

a side extension to the 



Finnabair Ind. Estate

existing boiler house at the 



Dundalk



rear of the factory.







 
H.J. Heinz Frozen & Chilled








Foods Ltd., Finnabair Ind. Est.,








Dundalk.

There was no recommendation in this case.

_________________________________________________________________________
10/68

Wanze Properties 


Development to consist of

(Dundalk)Ltd.


demolition of existing petrol  



c/o Marie Shalloe


station and associated 




Gresham House
 

structures including kiosk, 



Marine Road



totem, petrol pumps, boundary



Dun Laoghaire


walls, and partial removal of 



Co Dublin.



hardstanding areas.  Removal of








all subterranean structures at








former Emo Petrol Filling Station,








Stapleton Drive, Dundalk.

There was no recommendation in this case.

______________________________________________________________
                                                                                  

10/69

PC Holdings Ltd.,


Development to consist of an



Bank House,



extension to the rear of no. 2 



331 South Circular Rd.,

Park Street to accommodate a 



Dublin 8



staff toilet.












2 Park Street, Dundalk.

The members were informed that this application was withdrawn.

10/70

The Knights of Hibernia

Proposed extension and alterations   



30 Clanbrassil Street

to existing office incorporating  



Dundalk



extension to the rear and partial  








demolition of existing office and all







associated works.  





30 Clanbrassil Street, Dundalk.




The members were informed that this application was invalid.

_______________________________________________________________
10/71

Tony Kieran’s Ltd


Development to consist of a 



Church Street


canopy on the eastern



Dundalk



elevation and signage on the








eastern and western elevation.








The Avenue Centre








Avenue Road








Dundalk.

There was no recommendation in this case.

______________________________________________________________
                                                                                  

10/72

Zokol Investments Ltd.

Demolition of a single storey     



Brewery Business Pk.

extension to south and 



Ardee Road



demolition of the delivery area



Dundalk.



and stores to the north of the 




 



existing building, subdivision of








existing building into three 





business units.





Ex. Riverside Manufacturing





Coes Road





Dundalk.




There was no recommendation in this case.

_______________________________________________________________
10/73

Dundalk Institute of


Development to consist of      



Technology,



conversion of part of existing 



Dublin Road



factory into offices and research


Dundalk



facilities on application site.

 





Carrolls Factory








Dublin Road








Dundalk.

On the proposal of Councillor M Butler and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle, the members agreed to recommend that the manager grant permission in this case.
10/74

Noel Devlin



Development to consist of      



122 Concession Road

attended car wash with secure



Crossmaglen



store and associated site works.



Newry




Castletown Road



BT35 9JE



Dundalk

There was no recommendation in this case.

_______________________________________________________________
10/75

John Kearney


Development to consist of change      



Racecourse Road


of use of existing commerical 



Dundalk



mushroom site to garden centre,   






existing mushroom tunnels to be
 








recovered for use as polytunnels








and service building to be 








converted to office and canteen








and all associated site works.








Racecourse Road








Dundalk.

There was no recommendation in this case.

_______________________________________________________________
10/76

Margaret Murphy


Development to consist of       



47 Barrack Street


alterations and extension of 



Dundalk



existing dwellinghouse    









comprising of demolition of








existing rear kitchen/dining








room, bathroom & bedroom,








raising the height of house and








construction of a 2 storey








extension to rear.

There was no recommendation in this case.

_______________________________________________________________
10/77

John Coyle



Development to consist of       



33 Avondale Park


alterations to existing garage 



Avenue Road


extension and construction




Dundalk



of new first floor above and








alterations to front elevation.








33 Avondale Park








Avenue Road








Dundalk.

There was no recommendation in this case.

_______________________________________________________________
10/78
The Knights of Hibernia

Proposed extension and         



30 Clanbrassil Street

alterations to existing office 



Dundalk



incorporating extension to 









the rear and partial










demolition of existing office and








all associated site works.








30 Clanbrassil Street








Dundalk.

There was no recommendation in this case.

__________________________________________________________________________
174/10
Temporary Hoarding on First Active Building
An Cathaoirleach Conor Keelan, and Councillors E O’Boyle and M Bellew sought an update on restoration actions on the First Active Building (Queens Building) at Crowe Street/Earl Street junction following representations received by them.  The Town Engineer, Catherine Duff advised that there is a grant of planning permission to have the restoration works carried out and she agreed to follow up urgently with the owners.  

__________________________________________________________________________
175/10
Rockview Farm Local Area Plan
The Town Clerk, Frank Pentony advised the members that the Rockview Farm LAP does not appear to meet with the Department of Environment Flood Risk Guidelines published in November 2009.   He confirmed that he will shortly hold a meeting with the developers and will brief the members again on this issue.  Mr. Pentony clarified for Councillor O Herr that the Flood Risk Guidelines are relevant to current and future planning applications.  
__________________________________________________________________________

176/10
ADOPTION OF MINUTES
On the proposition of Councillor M. Butler, seconded by Councillor O. Morgan, the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on the 28th June 2010 were adopted.

On the proposition of Councillor O. Morgan, seconded by Councillor M. Butler, the minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on the 28th June 2010 were adopted.

__________________________________________________________________________
177/10
MATTERS ARISING
Councillor M. Butler referred to Minute No. 155/10 – 

Frank Pentony confirmed that ESB Networks have been written to.  He advised that it may cost a considerable amount of money to relocate the ESB network box, but he had requested proposals to upgrade the box.  

Catherine Duff advised that the report on the Dundalk part of the Blackrock Road is not yet available.  She will speak to Councillor M Butler in relation to same after the meeting.
__________________________________________________________________________
178/10
HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT JULY 2010

David Storey advised that Leasing is a new item in the report.  The Council is awaiting Department approval for leasing schemes at Brickfield and College Manor and these units should be available in October/November.  He confirmed that the units for lease at Lis na Dara are available to everyone on the housing list.  

Councillor E. O’Boyle remarked that the number on the housing list appears to be rising.  David Storey said it has now stabilised and that there are 1,224 applicants on the housing list, who are considered to be in the financial category and are already housed.   He stated that there have also been more houses allocated this year than in the last few years.

Councillor M. Bellew noted that there were 30 houses vacant and asked if there is maybe a slight delay in allocating houses.   David Storey advised that before the Council allocates a house the Council must seek Garda clearance  on the proposed tenant.   Councillor M. Bellew asked if the Garda clearance could be sought at the housing application stage.   David Storey advised that the applicant is sent for Garda clearance when being nominated for a house.  
Councillor K. Meenan said the problem is the way the houses come back to the Council, with some which are in a dreadful state.   David Storey said the Council is always actively trying to improve turn around time, but that there is a 4/6 weeks turn around time for a house returned to the Council in average repair.   He advised that taking everything into consideration; it is hard to see how the Council could actually reduce this time.   
__________________________________________________________________________
179/10
PROGRESS REPORT JULY 2010
Report was noted by the Members.

__________________________________________________________________________
180/10
SECTION 183 – NOTICE OF DISPOSAL OF APPROXIMATELY 0.4663 HECTARES (1.15 ACRES) OF LAND AT MARSHES UPPER, INNER RELIEF ROAD, DUNDALK TO FINNABAIR ESTATES LTD, UNIT 17A DUNDALK RETAIL PARK, INNER RELIEF ROAD, DUNDALK

Section 183 Notice was already circulated on 15th July 2010.  F Pentony, Town Clerk, advised that this land is part of the land that was originally acquired for the housing at Muirhevnamor.   The developer of the Retail Park wants to purchase the land for car parking for the proposed new cinema.   Councillor E. O’Boyle welcomed this offer to purchase the land.   He considered the price to be a good price.   However, his one concern is that if the Developer does not go ahead with the development then the sale will not go ahead.  He said the Council should get the money up front.  Frank Pentony advised that the land will be disposed of by placing the full purchase money on deposit with the Council and subsequently by way of the transfer of the Fee Simple when the development has been completed.   In the event that the development does not go ahead, the sale will not go through and the purchase money will be returned.   However, the Council will retain the interest earned while on deposit and will also retain the ownership of the land.  Councillor O. Herr said he hoped that this proposed development would provide for other forms of transport.  Councillor M. Bellew said he was sure the development would facilitate bicycles and buses.  He said he supports the Section 183 because the development of a cinema complex will be good for the town.

On the proposition of Councillor J. D’Arcy, seconded by Councillor E. O’Boyle, it was agreed to dispose of approximately 0.4663 hectares (1.15 acres) of land at Marshes Upper, Inner Relief Road, Dundalk, to Finnabair Estates Ltd., Unit 17A Dundalk Retail Park, Inner Relief Road, Dundalk in accordance with the terms of the Section 183 notice issued.
__________________________________________________________________________
181/10
DUNDALK RETAILERS ASSOCIATION DEPUTATION


Conor McCormack, Patrick Woods and Padraic Conlon represented the Dundalk Retailers Association at the meeting.  Mr Woods read out a statement in relation to the Market Square Refurbishment project and the Smarter Travel proposal.  The Retailers advised that they are in favour of redevelopment of Market Square but not the proposal put forward.  They have issues with regard to the design and they believe that disruption during implementation of the scheme will have a disastrous effect on trade.

Conor McCormack said the Retailers want clarification as to whether there can be any alterations to the Smarter Travel proposal.   County Manager Conn Murray advised that as we are still in the bid process it is not possible to make alterations at this stage.  

Councillor J. D’Arcy said consultation and collaboration is important.   We must all work together not only on Market Square but on the broader issues.   Councillor K. Meenan welcomed the deputation.  He suggested that maybe a working group could be set up to work out the issues.  Councillor E. O’Boyle said there is a need for us all to work together.  The Market Square is the focal point of our town.  If we enhance our centre we can but win.  Councillor M. Bellew said he thought the deputation was here to discuss Smarter Travel.  The Market Square project has gone through 6 weeks of public consultation.  Over 200 submissions were made.  Our consultant is now going through the submissions and the report on the submissions will come back to the Members in August.  Councillor S. Bellew said he was looking forward to going through the submissions, taking them on board and considering them very carefully.  
Patrick Woods said the Retailers would welcome a forum but they are afraid that consultation does not go far enough.  County Manager Conn Murray advised that the Smarter Travel Bid is a competition.  If we are lucky enough to be winners, everyone will be engaged in the process.  At the end of the day our aim is to deliver a better Dundalk.  
Conor McCormack said the Retailers are in favour of the development and improvement of Dundalk.  Councillor C. Keelan said if we are successful any proposed changes will have to go through proper planning process, consultation, meetings, debate etc.  The Members have an open door policy and will facilitate debate.  
County Manager Conn Murray pointed out that we are in the middle of the Part 8 statutory planning process.  Submissions are being accessed.  There is no opportunity for further forums.  The report on the submissions will now be presented to the Members in the next couple of weeks.  Town Clerk Frank Pentony said a steering committee was set up during the refurbishment works at Francis Street, Park Street and Dublin Street and he suggested that something similar could be set up during the implementation of the Market Square project and maybe Smarter Travel.   

__________________________________________________________________________
182/10
MARKET SQUARE REFURBISHMENT UPDATE


It was agreed to hold a Special Meeting on Friday 13th August 2010 at 3.00 p.m. to discuss the Manager’s Report on the submissions received in relation to the Market Square Refurbishment project.  Town Clerk Frank Pentony advised that he hopes the report will be ready by the end of this week or early next week and then it will be sent out to the Members.

__________________________________________________________________________
183/10
REVISED REVENUE BUDGET

David Storey went through the Revised Revenue Budget report circulated to the Members at the meeting.  The report identifies a shortfall in revenue income of approx. €1 million at 30th June 2010.  This shortfall is being addressed through a combination of deferred works and cost savings.  
Councillor M. Butler asked about the current position in relation to rate collection and David Storey advised that the collection rate is currently 33% for the year.  Councillor J. D’Arcy said some of the deferrals are regrettable and remarked that this is the second year we have not been allowed to use our development contributions.  Councillor S. Bellew said the report makes for grim reading.  He asked for clarification as regards the vat on car parking and David Storey confirmed that the cost of same is to be absorbed by the Council and will not be passed on to the customer.  Cathaoirleach, Councillor C. Keelan said it is the function of the members to adopt a budget to keep the Council afloat and provide services.  He complimented the Officers who prepared the report.  He said that local authories must be allowed to use funds from development contributions and he proposed that the Council write to the Minister for Environment, Heritage & Local Government to seek approval to allow local authorities to use internal capital receipts.  This proposal was seconded by Councillor J. D’Arcy.  
Councillor M. Bellew asked that the Councillors be provided with reports such as this a few days before the meeting so that they can digest all the information.  He also requested that an update is provided at the September meeting.   David Storey said the Council, in conjunction with the BIDs Committee, is looking at vacancy rates and is drafting a grant scheme for vacant buildings which will be presented to the Members for consideration in September.   County Manager Conn Murray advised that Council officials will meet with any ratepayer in difficulty with a view to putting a payment plan in place.   
Councillor J. Ryan asked how the slump in the housing market has affected the Tenant Purchase Scheme.  David Storey advised that of the seven applications under the Tenant Purchase Scheme only one has gone through.  The rest have been unable to get finance.  
184/10
REVISION OF FIRE AND EMERGENCY OPERATIONS PLAN MADE UNDER SECTION 26 OF THE FIRE SERVICES ACT 1981


Eamonn Walsh, Director of Services, gave a presentation to the Members in relation to the revised Fire and Emergency Operations Plan for Dundalk Town Council.  He explained that the last plan for Dundalk was adopted in 1998 and is now in need of revision and updating to cater for recent developments, including the modernisation of equipment and changes in training requirements.  The Plan is a generic document which has been tailored for each of the 3 Fire Authorities in the County.  Councillor E. O’Boyle said he was amazed at the number of mistakes and errors in the document.  He felt the adoption of the Plan should be postponed until the necessary corrections are made.  Councillor M Bellew said a number of errors had been brought to his attention which needed to be clarified prior to adoption of the Plan.  Eamonn Walsh said that the current Plan is lacking in terms of Health and Safety training etc. and it is imperative that the revised Plan is adopted as soon as possible.  Councillor J. Ryan asked if it was possible to defer adoption of the Plan to September.  Cathaoirleach, Councillor C. Keelan deferred adoption of the Plan for the time being and said in the meantime he will organise a meeting with Eamonn Walsh, Eamonn Woulfe and the Representatives of each of the groups.
185/10
PROTOCOL FOR CONFERENCE EXPENSES

It is proposed that DTC adopt the same protocol for conferences that has already been adopted by LCC and DBC.  At the September meeting, the Members will be circulated with a list of upcoming conferences and will then decide what Councillors will attend what conferences.  On the proposition of Councillor M. Butler, seconded by Councillor M. Bellew, it was agreed to adopt the same protocol as that already adopted by LCC and DBC.
__________________________________________________________________________
186/10
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS
It was agreed to suspend standing orders to allow the meeting go on until 10.15 p.m.
__________________________________________________________________________
187/10
ANNUAL ALLOWANCES CATHAOIRLEACH & LEAS CATHAOIRLEACH



For noting by the Members.
__________________________________________________________________________
188/10
NOTICES OF MOTIONS – COUNCILLOR JENNIFER GREEN

1. “That this Council implement a drainage system in Cluan Enda”

The motion was seconded by Councillor J. D’Arcy.  Councillor J. Green advised that in the Winter time the flooding comes up over the footpath.  Catherine Duff advised that the Roads Engineer will check this out.
2. “That this Council research a number of engineering options to reduce speeding on Mary’s Street North.   These options to include ramps, chicanes and pinch points”.

The motion was seconded by Councillor O. Morgan.  
Catherine Duff advised that the Council will put down a loop and assess the speeds.  If it is found that traffic calming measures are required then maybe they can be included in next year’s budget. 
__________________________________________________________________________
189/10
NOTICES OF MOTIONS – COUNCILLOR OLIVER MORGAN

That the manager supply comprehensive information to the members on the following :-

A. Any claim for damage/compensation made against this Council by McCaughey Developments Ltd. arising from decisions by this Council to zone the former Quay Celtic soccer pitch and its surrounding natural habitat/flood plain which is below spring high tide levels, as “Recreation, Amenity and Open Space” and to sell for €155,000, and grant Full Planning Permission for Residential Development Road Access, almost one acre of our Public Sewage Treatment Plant site at Point Road.  At the June meeting a question was raised as to whether this €155,000 had been paid, but no one was able to answer this question
The motion was seconded by Councillor E. O’Boyle.   Town Clerk Frank Pentony advised that there is a claim against the Council at the moment.  He confirmed that the purchase price of €155,000 has not yet been paid, as the contract has not been finalised.  The decision to sell this land was made by the members at the meeting held on 13th November 2007 and Councilor Eamonn O’Boyle was present at this meeting.
B. The rationale underpinning the manager’s decision to recommend to the Members of this Council that the aforementioned land, which is bounded by an EU designated proposed Natural Heritage Area (pNHA), an EU designated Special Area of Conservation (SAC), an EU designated Special Protection Area (SPA) and an EU designated Natura 2000 site and shares a boundary with this Council’s Sewage Treatment Plant, is a suitable place, having regard to the Department’s Floodplain Guidelines and the advice of An Bord Pleanála, as contained in the Board’s Chairman’s annual report, and the proper and sustainable development of the area, to build a housing estate.

The motion was seconded by Councillor E. O’Boyle.  
Town Clerk Frank Pentony clarified that this land was being purchased from the Council to provide access to land which was already residentially zoned.  Councillor S. Bellew said this motion is seeking to re-open a matter that was already dealt with in the past.  He stated that he would not support the motion.
C. The process by which Full Planning Permission was granted by him for Residential Development Access on land which was, at the material time, zoned “to provide, protect and improve education and community facilities”, without firstly carrying out either the statutory process to appropriately vary the Dundalk and Environs Development Plan 2003 – 2009 or, in the alternative, the statutory process for materially contravening said Development Plan.
The motion was seconded by Councillor E. O’Boyle.  
Councillor S. Bellew said this motion was another abuse of process.  He stated that he would not support the motion.  Catherine Duff clarified that a Material Contravention of the Development Plan was not required and suggested that Councillor O’Boyle should view the planning file.  

__________________________________________________________________________
190/10
NOTICES OF MOTIONS – COUNCILLOR EAMONN O’BOYLE
Notice of Motion (1) re: An Bord Pleanála & An Oireachtas stated desire to de-zone inappropriately zoned land.
In the light of the statement made by Mr. John O’Connor, Chairman of An Bord Pleanála, on the occasion of the publication on 14th October 2009 of An Bord Pleanála’s 2008 Annual Report that a proportion of the excessively and unsustainably zoned residential land in many of the current Local Authority Development Plans will have to be de-zoned, and of the passage of the Planning and Development Bill through the Senate on 14th July 2010 that the Manager prepare an Audit of such land in our County and Town jurisdictional areas, focussing particularly on land which we have zoned for residential development which has yet to be provided with roads infrastructure and main sewer service. This list should ideally grade lands in order of readiness to develop, having reference to criteria such as “ready to develop immediately”, to “requires main sewer service”, “requires provision of road”, “is up to four kilometres from the town centre and therefore is car-dependent for accessing local services”, etc.

This exercise will help to place the Members of our two Authorities in a position to establish whether any of our zoned land falls into the category complained of by the Board and if so, by how much.

I believe that we, as a Planning Authority, should adopt a proactive attitude to achieving the Board’s recommended position on planning, which is contained succinctly in the Chairman’s Address where he stated that, “Now, more than ever, we need to embrace the principles of good planning and sustainable development in order to prevent further deterioration of our environment, to respond to climate change, to maximise the return from expensive infrastructure investment, to get the most efficient use of limited land resources and to help restore confidence (of the public in our planning process) by producing well located good quality developments…”
The motion was seconded by Councillor O. Morgan.  
Town Clerk Frank Pentony advised that there isn’t a commencement order as yet for the new Planning and Development Bill.  Any proposals to de-zone land will come back to the Members as variations of the Development Plan.  Councillor J. Ryan asked who will decide to de-zone land and if such de-zoning would be grounds for compensation.  Town Clerk Frank Pentony said he will come back to Councillor Ryan in relation to same. 

Notice of Motion (2): Re: Progress Report on Frontier Bar.

That the Members of this Council be given, by the Executive, a comprehensive report on the progress to date in respect of the listed building situated at the junction of Bridge Street and Maxwell’s Row which sustained minor damage arising out of the tragic road accident that occurred at the end of January 2009.
The motion was seconded by Councillor O. Herr.  The motion was also supported by Councillor M. Bellew.  
Catherine Duff advised that the Council is in constant contact with the owner of the building.  Technical and Conservation reports are being prepared.  The Council has served a Dangerous Building Notice on the owner.  However, it is now 18 months on and nothing has been done.  Apparently, there is a problem with the Insurance Company and funding the works.  Councillor S. Bellew said the building is an eye sore.  Cathaoirleach, Councillor C. Keelan wondered how long the hoarding would remain in view of the earlier discussion regarding the Queens Building.  He said he hopes that a prompt resolution can be found as soon as possible.  Councillor J. Ryan asked if there is an onus on the owner to restore the building to the form it was in.  Catherine Duff said the building is a protected structure and therefore any works would have to be carried out with a grant of planning permission.
__________________________________________________________________________

191/10
NOTICES OF MOTIONS – COUNCILLOR MARIANNE BUTLER



“That payments e.g. expenses and allowances to Members be made available


on the Dundalk Town Council section of the Louth Local Authorities website, for 2010 and future years”.
The motion was seconded by Councillor O. Herr.
Councillor M Butler advised that the Members of LCC have already agreed to put this information up on the website and she said it is important that there is uniformity between the 2 authorities.
Councillor J. Green and Councillor M. Bellew also supported the motion.  Frank Pentony said the detail of what is published on the website can be agreed at the next Corporate Policy Group meeting.
__________________________________________________________________________
192/10
NOTICE OF QUESTION – COUNCILLOR JENNIFER GREEN

1. Will this council in conjunction with Louth County Council investigate a suitable facility for the disposal of bulk grass cuttings in order to reduce the financial burden on local communities?
Answer:
Communities may dispose of bulk grass cuttings at the Recycling Centre, subject to arrangement/agreement with the operator of the site.  However, as the grass cuttings are used as an ingredient of the compost produced on site, the control on the volume and delivery of the material is a critical matter for V & W Recycling Ltd.
Answer accepted by Councillor J. Greene.
 

2. Can Dundalk Town Council provide all members with a list of all properties purchased by DTC in the last 7 years? 
                                       
                           The details to include:
                                    
                           a) address of property purchases
                           b) amount paid
                           c) reason for purchasing
                           d) current position regarding the properties
Answer:
This information is not complete, but I attach details of land acquired:

Point Road (5 Acres)       €6.2m             
 Housing Construction    vacant

Barrack Street              €0.500m          
 Housing Construction    Built

Glenwood, Dublin Rd €0.500m                Housing Construction    Built 

Mount Avenue (7 acres)   €3.4m              Housing Construction    vacant 

Red Barns Road             €0.24m              Road Improvement        Built

There are also several Part V housing units and individual houses, details of which will be compiled as quickly as possible and reported to the members.
Answer accepted by Councillor J. Greene.  
Town Clerk Frank Pentony advised that the land at the Point Road was purchased in 2007.
3. In each of the years 2007, 2008, 2009 and 2010 to date, what was the monthly revenue from pay parking and parking fines to Dundalk Town Council?
Answer:
Parking Meters and Parking Fine receipts for 2007, 2008, 2009
	YEAR
	PARKING

METERS


	PARKING

FINE  RECEIPTS



	2007
	€1,236,042.58
	€264,956.01



	2008
	€1,288,021.75
	€276,028.66



	2009
	€1,330,760.74
	€276,989.46




Answer accepted by Councillor J. Greene.
__________________________________________________________________________
193/10
NOTICE OF QUESTION – COUNCILLOR EAMONN P O’BOYLE

Seeking details of Legal Claims for Compensation or Damages facing Dundalk Town Council.
May I ask that the Members of this Council be given a full account of all the legal claims for compensation or for damages which are currently facing Dundalk Town Council?
Answer:
There are a number of legal claims for damages and/or compensation lodged against the Council at any time.

               
    

Public Liability              134

                
       

Employers Liability       5

                       

Planning                       2

As all of these are live claims, it is inappropriate to discuss them at present.
Answer accepted by Councillor E. O’Boyle.  
Town Clerk Frank Pentony advised that there are actually 3 no. planning claims
rather than 2 as indicated.  These are all live claims and the details cannot be
released to the public.  However, if Councillor O’Boyle wants to contact the Town Clerk in relation to any particular claim he could do so. 
__________________________________________________________________________
194/10
NOTICE OF QUESTION – COUNCILLOR OLLAN HERR

“Has Coleport Ltd the developer of the apartments in Quay Street fulfilled its planning conditions following on its failure to meet the fire safety requirements?”

Answer:
No, there are a number of outstanding compliance matters relating to this permission, including Part V and payment of development contributions.
Answer accepted by Councillor O. Herr.

__________________________________________________________________________
195/10
RESOLUTIONS

On the proposition of Councillor J. Ryan and seconded by Councillor M. Bellew, it was agreed to support the Killarney Town Council resolution dated 12th July 2010.
__________________________________________________________________________
196/10
CONFERENCES


Noted by the Members.

__________________________________________________________________________
197/10
CORRESPONDENCE
It was noted that Great Northern Haven housing scheme has been shortlisted in the Chambers Ireland Excellence in Local Government Awards.
The Meeting ended with prayers at 10.10 p.m.
Minutes confirmed at Meeting

Held on the             day of                                2010
                                                                                           _____________________

                                                                                               CATHAOIRLEACH





     ________________________
                                                                                             CLEIREACH AN BHAILE
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