
DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF COMBINED PLANNING AND MONTHLY MEETING, HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, DUNDALK, ON TUESDAY 23RD FEBRUARY 2010
PRESENT

Cathaoirleach, Councillor M Bellew, presided.

ALSO PRESENT

Councillor S Bellew, Councillor M Butler, Councillor J D’Arcy, Councillor I Dooley, Councillor C Keelan, Councillor K Meenan, Councillor O Morgan, Councillor E O’Boyle, Councillor J Ryan and Councillor H Todd.

APOLOGIES

Councillor M Dearey

IN ATTENDANCE
F Pentony, Director of Services and Town Clerk

C Murray, County Manager

P McVeigh, Acting Town Engineer

J Lawrence, Administrative Officer

A Dullaghan, Assistant Planner

OBSERVERS

Padraig McKevitt

Ollan Herr

The Meeting commenced with Prayers at 7pm
043/10
 PLANNING AND RELATED MATTERS

10/1

Gerry Flynn



1.5 storey dwelling house






 

at site 34, Waterview,







 
Lower Point Road, 






            
Dundalk, Co Louth.
There was no recommendation in this case

_______________________________________________________________
10/2

Edward & Eugene Farrell

2 storey extension to the rear








of the dwelling at 52 Anne Street,



 




Dundalk, Co Louth.

There was no recommendation in this case

______________________________________________________________
10/3

Eilis Conlon

 

Extensions and alterations to








existing dwelling to include for a








full 2 storey extension to the rear







with all associated site works at








6 Park Villas, Dundalk, Co Louth.

There was no recommendation in this case

______________________________________________________________
10/4

Louth Vocational


Change of use of part of the 




Education Committee

ancillary office space associated








with the existing manufacturing








facility to training centre at The 








Iqon Building, Finnabair Industrial








Estate, Inner Relief Road, Dundalk,








Dundalk.

John Lawrence advised that the application was returned as invalid.  On the proposal of Councillor M. Butler, and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle, it was recommended by the members that the Manager grant permission in this case.

______________________________________________________________
10/5 

Finnabair Estates Limited

Extension of the duration of the








permission granted under pd ref








04/51 for development of factory 








outlet centre consisting of 81 retail








units, snack bars, playground, 








crèche, public toilets and 








management suite. 

John Lawrence advised that this application has gone out  for further information.

______________________________________________________________
09/183
Shelly Barrett


10no. detached houses and all 








associated works including 








culverting of the existing  









watercourse Mounthamilton at  








site commonly known as The Old








Carrick Road, Dundalk.

On the proposal of Councillor E O’Boyle and seconded by Councillor H Todd, the members requested that this file be brought back to them. 

______________________________________________________________
09/192
Aine Gibney



Development to consist of 








demolition of existing dwelling and 








construction of a replacement 








dwelling with gross floor area








of 128 sq m at 2 Culhane Street,








Dundalk.

The members were advised that permission had been granted in this case.

______________________________________________________________
At the outset, Councillor M Bellew, Chairman, welcomed the two observers, Padraig McKevitt and Ollan Herr to the meeting.   
He condemned the planting of a bomb in Newry recently, and referred to the co-operation and bi-monthly meeting with Newry and Mourne District Council over the past 30 years.   He stated that he believes the in Peace Process, and asked the perpetrators to come into the Political Process.  Councillor J Ryan also condemned the atrocity and seconded Councillor M Bellew’s proposal.   Councillor I Dooley, Councillor E O’Boyle, Councillor O Morgan, Councillor C Keelan and Councillor M Butler expressed their full support for the motion.
044/10
VOTE OF CONGRATULATIONS TO SENATOR MARK DEAREY
On the proposition of Councillor M Bellew a vote of congratulations was conveyed to Senator Mark Dearey.   He recalled that his involvement in the STAD group was his first introduction to politics.   In 2004 Mark was elected to Dundalk Town Council and regained his seat in 2009 and also a seat with Louth County Council.  He felt that Senate Eireann’s gain was Dundalk Town Council’s loss, but he wished him and his family well.   Councillor M Butler seconded this proposal, and stated it was a bitter sweet day for Dundalk Town Council, but a gain for Louth and Dundalk.   Councillor  E O’Boyle, Councillor J D’Arcy, Councillor K Meenan, Councillor O Morgan, Councillor J Ryan, Councillor S Bellew, Councillor C Keelan, all wished to be associated with the sentiments expressed and wished Mark well and also his family.
On the proposition of Councillor Martin Bellew, the report on Flooding at Mounthamilton, Ardee Road, Dundalk, which was circulated at the January Monthly Meeting to be tabled on the March Agenda as an Item, this was seconded by Councillor J D’Arcy.
045/10
ADOPTION OF MINUTES
On the proposition of Councillor E O’Boyle, seconded by Councillor J D’Arcy the following Minutes were adopted:

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of the 26th January 2010  






SPC Chairpersons Report.


046/10
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES
Councillor E O’Boyle refutes allegations of inaccuracies in his Notice of Question made at the January 2010 Meeting and stated that he will not be denied the right to ask questions.

Item No 022/10
IBAL Report 2009 –Liaising with Schools – Councillor I Dooley enquired was there any approach to schools.

Councillor M Bellew enquired in relation to European Norms
Item No 027/10
Dundalk Joint Policing Committee (Nomination of

Chairperson)  Councillor J Ryan proposed that Councillor M Bellew would represent the Council on this committee; this was seconded by Councillor M Butler.

Item No 033/10
Councillor M Butler queried any response from Oxigen, on the proposition of Councillor M Butler and seconded by Councillor Conor Keelan, it was agreed to send a reminder letter.


Councillor C Keelan – report circulated at 19.45 hrs from LCC, no response from Texaco.   On the proposition of Councillor C Keelan and seconded by Councillor M Bellew, it was agreed to send a reminder letter.
047/10
HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT FEBRUARY 2010

Councillor K Meenan and Councillor E O’Boyle enquired as to when the Blackrock Road would be allocated and D Storey advised within 2 weeks.

D Storey, Senior Executive Officer advised an Open Day would take place in the Barrack Street scheme in March.   Councillor M Bellew asked could we facilitate Councillors by holding the Open Day on a Friday afternoon.   Councillor K Meenan enquired as to how houses will be allocated.   D Storey advised that DTC/HSE Officials have a list of 30 applicants, most on existing list, but some own their houses, but expected the allocations to take place at the end of March.

048/10
REGENERATION REPORT FEBRUARY 2010


Coxes Demesne

D Storey advised of the status of the Urban Vision document, the next stage of the process, Remedial Scheme at Muirhevnamor, meeting with DOEHLG on 2nd March 2010 to discuss this project, and the possibility of a Pilot Scheme.
Councillor E O’Boyle queried had the Limerick Regeneration been scrapped, what money do we have and how can it develop?   Councillor M Bellew clarified that to his knowledge the Limerick scheme had not been scrapped.   D Storey advised that the aim is to get a pilot project with private/DOEHLG finance and confirmed that Muirhevnamor is a remedial scheme project.

Councillor K Meenan asked if Glenmore and Drives 1 & 2 had been nominated as the pilot scheme areas and D Storey confirmed that they had.
Councillor H Todd asked about the role of the Community Wardens?   D Storey stated that DOEHLG will make money available to fund these posts but terms and conditions have yet to be finalised.
049/10
PROGRESS REPORT FEBRUARY 2010



Noted

050/10
SMARTER TRAVEL
The Town Clerk advised that Catherine Duff had been appointed Project Manager for Stage 2 of the bid.   P McVeigh has been appointed acting Town Engineer for the duration of Catherine’s absence.


Catherine presented details of the Competition to the members.
Councillor M Bellew thanked Catherine and her staff for the work to date and wished her well in the next stage bid.  County Manager acknowledged the work to date and stressed the need for positive buy-in.   Councillor E O’Boyle agreed and wished her well in the bid.   Councillor J Ryan welcomed work done by C Duff.   Councillor K Meenan hoped we do well even if unsuccessful.   Councillor M Butler welcome work to date and hopefully we will be successful.   Councillor J D’Arcy welcomed the Scheme

C Duff will come back to Council to go through the proposals and will indicate what we intend to include in the Bid.

051/10
DRAFT DEVELOPMENT CONTRIBUTION SCHEME 2010 -2015
The adoption of the draft Development Contribution Scheme was proposed by Councillor J D’Arcy and seconded by Councillor J Ryan.
052/10
DUNDALK AND ENVIRONS DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2009-2015 – DISCUSSIONS ON 
ADDITIONS TO THE RECORD OF PROTECTED STRUCTURES


It was proposed by Councillor M Bellew and seconded by Councillor J Ryan to defer consideration of this matter to the April meeting.
053/10
PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY MARY STREET NORTH/BROUGHTON STREET, DUNDALK

The report from A McDonnell, Senior Staff Officer was noted.   On the proposition of Councillor C Keelan and seconded by Councillor O Morgan the members agreed to the extinguishment of the Right of Way as outlined.  
054/10
PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF RIGHT-OF-WAY AT PARNELL PARK/STAPLETON PLACE, DUNDALK
The report from A McDonnell, Senior Staff Officer was noted.   On the proposition of Councillor J Ryan and seconded by Councillor S Bellew the members agreed to the extinguishment of the Right of Way as outlined.  
_______________________________________________________________________

055/10
EXTINGUISHMENT OF PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY AT CLAN NA GAEL GFC



On the proposition of Councillor J Ryan and by Councillor E O’Boyle, it was agreed to postpone the Extinguishment of the Public Right-of-Way at Clan Na Gael indefinitely, for a minimum of 2 months.
056/10
MUNICIPAL POLICY COMMITTEE SCHEME


On the proposition of Councillor K Meenan and seconded by Councillor M Butler, the Municipal Policy Committee Scheme was adopted by the Council.

057/10
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 2001 (SECTION 142) REGULATIONS 2010

Noted.

058/10
REPORT ON FROZEN SERVICE PIPES


F Pentony, Town Clerk, outlined the report.   Councillor I Dooley welcomed the report, but noted that it was the relatively new estates which accounted problems.   He enquired if the stopcocks were too shallow in some estates and if so, this must be taken up with developer.


Councillor J Ryan stated that 2010 was an exceptional year weather wise, but complimented the outdoor staff for the work done. He asked if it is possible to insulate stopcock to homes; if we can rectify the loss of water and if we set aside money to upgrade watermains.

P McVeigh outlined that the ground was frozen to 18” inches, which had not been experienced in 30 years.   He stated that 18” would be the recommended level for stopcocks and anything lower would have to be on a national basis.   He advised that there are two types of WSC boxes, but the older ones will be replaced in due course.

059/10
Notices of Motion – Councillor Ian Dooley


 


1.
In the interests of the safety of pedestrians, motorists and nearby residents, this Council install traffic calming measures and a pedestrian crossing on the section of road between the boundaries to the north and south of St. Patrick's Cemetery, Dowdallshill.
In regard to traffic safety on the Newry Road in the vicinity of St Patrick’s Cemetery, I wish to confirm that this location has been placed on our assessment list to be carried out in the next few weeks.   Pending the results a suitable design will follow.

Councillor Dooley advised that Traffic calming measures need to be installed.  He advised that the racecourse end of old Newry Road is speed trap; traffic calming measures will slow traffic down.   Councillor C Keelan endorsed the motion, particularly for pedestrians crossing the road, and the need for a pedestrian crossing.   He suggested that the Joint Policing Committee might examine the matter.
 

2.
This Council supply each Local Authority Housing Development and estates taken in charge with a coal bunker type container which can be filled with sand or salt in winter time. This will enable local resident associations/groups to distribute the sand/salt on footpaths themselves, which takes place in parts of the 6 north 
eastern counties of this island. 
Councillor I Dooley advised that this is the practice in Northern Ireland, and referred to the number of estates in Dundalk which were left untreated.   Town Clerk advised that this is an operational matter.

Councillor K Meenan queried could a pilot project be considered, in a small estate?   Councillor J Ryan agreed with the principle, but noted that there were no funds available.  He advised that the recent severe weather conditions only occurred 4 times in last 52 years.
060/10
Notices of Motion – Councillor Harry Todd

“That this Council calls on the Minister for Finance, Brian Lenihan and the Government to reduce the VAT rate in order to help trading difficulties being experienced in the Border region, and calls on all political opinion to renew their determination to end partition.”
The motion was passed on the proposition of Councillor H Todd and seconded by Councillor K Meenan.
________________________________________________________________________
061/10
Notices of Motion – Councillor Mark Dearey
“That Dundalk Town Council allot lands at Toberona to serve as allotments for the people of Dundalk”

The motion was passed on the proposition of Councillor M Butler and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle.  Councillor M Butler advised that the land at Toberona is zoned already has good public transport and the 3 housing estates in the area are in favour.   Councillor E O’Boyle advised that the provision of allotments was included in the Development Plan and that an annual charge should negate the cost.   Councillor M Bellew and Councillor J Ryan supported the motion.   D Storey advised that he is in discussions with DEHLG, but will look at process within the budgetary constraints.

062/10
Notice of Motion – Councillor Martin Bellew
“That this Council be informed as to how many fines was issued to people who are illegally dumping at the brink bank centre in the badminton car park on the Rampart Road”.
Bring Bank Centre, Badminton Car Park, Rampart Road, 
Dundalk.

74 
Fixed Penalty Notices under the Litter Pollution Acts 1997-2003, have been issued for offences at this location.



36
 Fixed Penalty Notices have been paid in full



32
 Fixed Penalty Notices are being paid in instalments

6 Fixed Penalty Notices were cancelled on appeal.
Councillor M Bellew suggested that the CCTV cameras are operated on a rotation basis to each bring bank, which would curtail illegal dumping.   F Pentony advised that there was another 30 fines issued since September 2009.   Councillor E O’Boyle supported the motion.   Councillor H Todd referred to dumping at the laneway at Dearey’s shop in Clanbrassil Street.
063/10
RESOLUTIONS
Wicklow Town Council – support for Resolutions “Head Candy Shops”, on the proposition of Councillor I Dooley and seconded by Councillor M Bellew.
064/10
CONFERENCES
On the proposition of Councillor E O’Boyle and seconded by Councillor J D’Arcy, it was agreed that the Chairman Councillor M Bellew avail of the invite from the County Louth Society to visit New York for the St Patrick’s Day Parade.
065/10
CORRESPONDENCE
Letter from Willie Duffy, Dundalk Tidy Towns Committee seeking permission to receive a deputation was approved on the proposition of Councillor M Bellew and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle.

It was proposed by Councillor J Ryan and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle that the deputation from Dundalk Photographic Society and Educate Together Committee, who requested that the Council receive a deputation, would meet with the Town Clerk in the first instance.
Councillor J Ryan referred to the trip to Rêze, France 20 years ago and asked if the Dundalk-Rêze committee still functioned.
Frank Pentony agreed to report to next meeting on existence of Tidy Towns Committee.

D Storey advised that the Joint Policing Committees have been agreed for the 3 areas in County Louth.   He also advised that in relation to the Schedule of JPC Meetings that the next meeting will take place at 4pm on 
1st March 2010.
The Meeting ended with prayers at 8.40pm.
________________________________________________________________________

Minutes confirmed at Meeting

Held on the             day of                                2010
                                                                                           _______________________
                                                                                                CATHAOIRLEACH





   ________________________
                                                                                                CLEIREACH AN BHAILE
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