DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL, HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, DUNDALK, ON MONDAY 26th APRIL 2010 
AT 4.00 P.M.
PRESENT
Cathaoirleach, Councillor M Bellew, presided.
ALSO PRESENT

Councillor S Bellew, Councillor C Keelan, Councillor O Morgan, Councillor O Herr, Councillor M Butler, Councillor J D’Arcy, Councillor E O’Boyle, Councillor J Green, Councillor H Todd, and Councillor J Ryan.
APOLOGIES
Councillor K Meenan
IN ATTENDANCE

Mr F Pentony, Director of Services and Town Clerk
Mr C Murray, County Manager

Mr D Storey, Senior Executive Officer

M. P McVeigh, Acting Town Engineer

Mr J Lawrence, Administrative Officer

Ms S Mullen, Senior Executive Planner

Ms U Conlon, Executive Planner

Ms A McDonnell, Senior Staff Officer
The Meeting commenced with prayers at 4.00pm.
093/10
PLANNING AND RELATED MATTERS
10/13

Maura McKeown

            Planning permission for 2 storey



26 Pearse Park


 extension to side of dwelling 



Dundalk



 at no. 26 Pearse Park, Dundalk,



Co Louth



 Co Louth.

There was no recommendation in this case

_______________________________________________________________
10/14
Louth Vocational Education
Retention of a change of use of 



Committee



part of the ancillary office space



Head Office


            associated with the existing 



Chapel Street


manufacturing facility to training 



Dundalk



centre at The Iqon Building,



Co Louth



Finnabair Industrial Estate,








Inner Relief Road, Dundalk.
There was no recommendation in this case

______________________________________________________________
10/15

Board of Management

 The replacement of an existing 



De La Salle College


  flat roof with a pitched metal 



Castletown



 standing seam roof and to 


Dundalk



 include alterations to existing



Co Louth



 parapets, plant room and all








 other associated works at








 De La Salle College, 








 Castletown, Dundalk, Co Louth. 

There was no recommendation in this case

______________________________________________________________
10/16

S. Murphy



Development to consist of  




71 Clanbrassil Street

retention of existing neon sign 



Dundalk


           at 71 Clanbrassil Street,



Co Louth



Dundalk, Co Louth. 

There was no recommendation in this case.







______________________________________________________________
10/17 

Vivienne Mee


The development consists of 



168 Greenacres


brick finish to front elevation 



Avenue Road  


to replace existing timber 



Dundalk



cladding to match side of 



Co Louth



existing dwelling house, new 








canopy over front door and all








associated site works at 168








Greenacres, Avenue Road,








Dundalk, Co Louth. 

There was no recommendation in this case.

10/18
Paul & Susan Gilliand

Development to consist of 


44 Dunmore



conversion of part of existing 



Avenue Road


garage attached to existing 



Dundalk



dwelling house to habitable   



Co Louth


           accommodation, extension to  








first floor level over existing








garage and all associated 






works at 44 Dunmore, 

Avenue Road, Dundalk,

Co Louth.

There was no recommendation in this case.

______________________________________________________________
10/19

Kerry Maguire


The development will consist of



11 Doylesford Road

            extension to rear of existing  



Newry Road



 dwelling house, new porch to 



Dundalk



 front elevation and all  



Co Louth


            associated site works at  








11 Doylesford Road, Newry








Road, Dundalk, Co Louth.  

There was no recommendation in this case.  

______________________________________________________________
10/20

Neville Cuthbert


Consists of the retention of a 



243 Greenacres


garage and shed extension to 



Dundalk



 side and ground floor extension








to rear of existing dwelling and








a porch extension to front of








existing building at 243








Greenacres, Dundalk, 








Co Louth.

There was no recommendation in this case.

______________________________________________________________
                                                                                  

10/21

Brookwood Taverns Ltd.

Alterations including changes to 



91 Park Street


elevations, increase of floor area



Dundalk



and provision of roof top air 








conditioning plant and water








tanks at 91 Park Street,








Dundalk, Co Louth.

There was no recommendation in this case.

10/22

Unique Properties


Retention for a change of use from  



27 Barrack Street


a dwelling house to property 



Dundalk



letting and management offices  








and signage and all associated








works at 27 Barrack Street,








Dundalk, Co Louth.

There was no recommendation in this case.

_______________________________________________________________
10/23

Harry Johnston


The development will consist of   



Priorland Road


a single storey sunroom extension 



Dublin Road



to rear and bay window and porch



Dundalk



roof to the front at Priorland Road,








Dundalk, Co Louth.

There was no recommendation in this case.

_______________________________________________________________
10/23

Dundalk Car Parts Ltd.

End of use recycling depot for    



Edenkill



vehicles along with associated 



Hackballscross


works at Site 6, Coe’s Road 



Dundalk



Industrial Estate, Coe’s Road,








Dundalk, Co Louth.

The members were informed that this application was invalid

_______________________________________________________________
10/23

Julie Reid



 Retention permission for change   



68 Cherryvale


 of use from existing attached



Bay Estate



 domestic garage to that of 



Dundalk



 living accommodation at 68








 Cherryvale, Bay Estate, 





 Dundalk.




The members were informed that this application was invalid

_______________________________________________________________
094/10

TRIBUTES TO COUNCILLOR IAN DOOLEY
Cathaoirleach, Councillor M Bellew led the tributes to Councillor I Dooley who had recently resigned from Dundalk Town Council.  He stated that Ian was first elected to the Council six years ago and during that time he found him to be a fair, honourable, honest and hard working Councillor.  He did a lot of hard work behind the scenes.  On behalf of Dundalk Town Council and all the Members he wished him well in the future.  Councillor H Todd said that Ian had asked him to thank all the people who had voted for him, Sinn Fein, his Family, DTC Staff and his fellow Councillors for all their support over the last six years.  He also extended his congratulations to Jennifer Green.  Councillor H Todd advised that Ian will continue his membership of Sinn Fein and he wished him well for the future.  Councillor J Ryan said Ian was a gentleman and very courteous.  He wished Ian and his Family all the best for the future.  Councillor C Keelan asked to be associated with all the other comments.  He said Ian would be sorely missed and wished him all the best.  Councillor E O’Boyle said he will miss Ian who he said was very easy to speak to.  Councillor J D’Arcy said Ian was an excellent Member of DTC.  Councillor M Butler echoed all the previous comments.
_________________________________________________________________________
095/10
RATIFICATION OF ARTS & MUSIC AWARDS (IN COMMITTEE)
Brian Harten, County Arts Officer, went through the recommendations for the Art Grants and Music Awards 2010.  Same were proposed by Councillor H Todd and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle.
​​​​​​​​​​_________________________________________________________________________
096/10
ADOPTION OF MINUTES
On the proposition of Councillor J D’Arcy, seconded by Councillor M Butler, the minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the 22nd March 2010 were adopted:

_________________________________________________________________________
097/10
MATTERS ARISING
Councillor C Keelan referred to Minute No. 086/10 (1) – Mr P McVeigh advised that this matter is ongoing.
Councillor C Keelan referred to Minute No. 086/10 (2) – Mr P McVeigh advised that a number of signs are being looked at around the Town.  A report in relation to same is being prepared.
Councillor C Keelan referred to Minute No. 086/10 (3) – Mr F Pentony confirmed that the Council have plans to take over the maintenance of this roundabout.
Councillor C Keelan referred to Minute No. 092/10 – Mr F Pentony confirmed that Oxigen have indicated that they will attend the May monthly meeting.

Councillor C Keelan referred to Minute No. 089/10 (1) – Mr F Pentony advised that copies of the reports have not yet been received from Louth County Council.  Councillor C Keelan asked if Dundalk Town Council could contract Louth County Council to carry out this work.   Mr F Pentony advised that environmental investigation is a matter for Louth County Council and that Dundalk Town Council has no function in this matter.
Councillor E O’Boyle referred to Minute No. 071/10 (Allotments) – Mr D Storey advised that representations have been made in relation to providing allotments at Toberona and a map is to be submitted to the Council for consideration.

Councillor J Ryan referred to Minute No. 092/10 – Mr F Pentony advised that there has been no response to date from the St Patricks Day Parade Committee in relation to the use of an Audio Contractor form outside the State.

Councillor J Ryan referred to Minute No. 071/10 (Town Twinning) – Mr F Pentony advised that Gabrielle Twomey from the Town Twinning Committee is to come back to him in relation to this matter.

Cathaoirleach, Councillor M Bellew referred to Minute No. 081/10 (Road Works Programme) – Mr F Pentony advised that officials will be available to meet during the day.

_________________________________________________________________________
098/10
FILLING OF CASUAL VACANCY
On the proposition of Councillor H. Todd and seconded by Cathaoirleach, Councillor M. Bellew, Ms Jennifer Green, 6 Mulholland Avenue, Dundalk, Co Louth, was co-opted into the casual vacancy on Dundalk Town Council to fill the seat vacated by Councillor I Dooley.
_________________________________________________________________________
099/10
NOMINATION TO BIDS COMPANY (1 NO)
Councillor J Green on the proposition of Councillor H Todd and seconded by Councillor M Butler and this was agreed by the Members.
_________________________________________________________________________
100/10
NOMINATIONS TO NEWRY AND MOURNE DISTRICT COUNCIL (2 NO)
Cathaoirleach, Councillor M Bellew, advised that there is no need for nominations as all Members can attend the Dundalk/Newry & Mourne Joint Committee meetings.
_________________________________________________________________________
101/10
NOMINATIONS TO DUNDALK JOINT BURIAL BOARD (2 N0)

Councillor O Herr on the proposition of Councillor M Butler and seconded by Councillor J. D’Arcy, and this was agreed by the Members.
Councillor J Green on the proposition of Councillor H Todd and seconded by Cathaoirleach, Councillor M Bellew, and this was agreed by the Members.
_________________________________________________________________________
102/10
TO FIX A DATE FOR THE ANNUAL MEETING
On the proposition of Councillor S Bellew, seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle, it was agreed that the Annual Meeting be held on the fourth Monday or Tuesday of June 2010 depending on the work to rule.
_________________________________________________________________________
103/10
ADDRESS BY WILLIE DUFFY, DUNDALK TIDY TOWNS COMMITTEE
Mr Duffy advised the Members that the Tidy Towns Committee was put together in the autumn of 2007.   The first meeting was held in the Museum and was chaired by Jim Cumiskey.  The first thing the Committee did was develop a 5 year development plan for Dundalk.   The Committee was funded 80% by Louth Leader.  Unfortunately, the Committee does not have access to this funding any longer, as a result of Dundalk’s Gateway status.  When the Committee was first set up it already had a solid base of a silver medal and since then they have achieved 2 gold medals and are 7 points behind the overall winner.  At the end of the Plan period it is hoped that Dundalk will be challenging for the overall award.  He advised that the Committee is currently working with Colaiste Ris on a sun dial at Ice House Hill Park, have invited all the Secondary Schools to take part in an Art Competition where the winners artwork will be displayed on the notice boards along the Navvy Bank, and are setting up a website specific to Tidy Towns.   He advised that the Committee need the help of the Council and the Press to publicise their efforts.   It is hoped to set up satellite groups within each of the electoral areas that will feed into the Dundalk Tidy Towns Committee.  Last year the Judges commented that Dundalk did not have enough green spaces.  A brochure is now being prepared providing information on the Parks in the Town and how to get to them.  

Cathaoirleach, Councillor M Bellew thanked Mr Duffy and the Tidy Towns Committee for all their hard work.  Councillor J D’Arcy congratulated Mr Duffy on his presentation and complimented the Committee on a very successful conference recently.  Councillor M Butler said Mr Duffy’s presentation was motivated and thought the display of the art work a novel idea. 
_________________________________________________________________________
104/10
HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT APRIL 2010
Councillor H Todd wanted to know when the re-fits in Cox’s Demesne would be completed.  Mr D Storey advised that priority will be given to the houses in the worst condition.  

Mr D Storey confirmed that the 2 no. purchases were in Ash Grove and Ath Leathan.

Councillor E O’Boyle noted that the number on the housing list is increasing and wondered if there would be any funding available to purchase more houses.  Mr D. Storey advised that there are 1162 applications for housing under the financial category, most of these are in private rented accommodation and not in need at this time.  He also stated that our allocation of €2.5 million for 2010 will be spent on the Final Accounts of Barrack Street and Blackrock Road Schemes.  
Mr D Storey advised that tenant training will be held on the 6th May for the tenants of Barrack Street and they will be moving in from 10th May.

Councillor J Ryan asked about the Mount Avenue Housing Scheme and Mr. D. Storey advised that this Scheme was not approved by the Department.  He confirmed that the Architect appointed for this Scheme will still have to be paid.  He advised that the Council has one Affordable Housing Scheme in Lis na Dara.  There are 20 units remaining and we will be leasing some of those units. 
Councillor J D’Arcy said the Financial Category should be regarded as ‘not a priority’ rather than ‘not in need’.   Mr D Storey said that allocations are made in accordance with the Scheme of Letting Priorities and when it comes to applicants under the financial category they are normally decided upon based on time on the list.   Cathaoirleach, Councillor M Bellew said that sometimes the people in the financial category are paying top rents and living in bad conditions.

Mr D Storey advised the Cathaoirleach that the gas boilers are serviced annually and were serviced in March 2010.  The contract is currently out for tender. 
In response to a query from Cathaoirleach, Councillor M Bellew, Mr D Storey advised that the Council would not be installing different colour windows into Council houses. .

_________________________________________________________________________
105/10
PROGRESS REPORT APRIL 2010
The report was noted by the Members.

_________________________________________________________________________
106/10
MPC SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS
It was agreed that the representatives from each party would get together to discuss the matter.
_________________________________________________________________________
107/10
COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP OF MPC’s

It was agreed that the representatives from each party would get together to discuss this matter.
_________________________________________________________________________
108/10
NORTH EAST HOMELESSNESS ACTION PLAN  MAY 2010 – MAY 2013

Mr D Storey advised that the North East Framework Action Plan on Homelessness is a regional plan providing for the counties of Louth, Monaghan and Cavan.   Louth County Council have been designated the Responsible Authority for the preparation of the plan and must consult with each Town/Borough Council who are a housing authority on the contents of the draft plan prior to submission of the draft to the County Councils.  On the proposition of Councillor S Bellew and seconded by Councillor C Keelan, the contents of the draft Plan was agreed and it was also agreed that the draft Plan go to the next stage of the process.

109/10
MINUTES OF HOUSING SPC CHAIRPERSONS REPORT 15TH MARCH 2010 



Report was noted by the Members.
110/10
MINUTES OF TRANSPORTATION AND CROSS BORDER MATTERS SPC 7/4/10

Report was noted by the Members.
111/10
MINUTES OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & FUTURE PLANNING 8/4/2010


Report was noted by the Members.
_________________________________________________________________________
112/10
FLOODING AT MOUNTHAMILTON


A report on Mounthamilton Flood Remediation was circulated to the Members. 
The report set out a number of interim measures which have/will be put in place to reduce the risk of flooding until such time as the permanent scheme proposed by Louth County Council at a cost of €6.5 million is in place.   Councillor O Herr asked about the cost of the permanent scheme and Mr. P. McVeigh advised that an estimate of the cost of the scheme has been prepared through Louth County Council.   P McVeigh confirmed that he would be available to discuss the scheme further with Councillor Herr.
_________________________________________________________________________
113/10
STATEMENT BY COUNCILLOR O. MORGAN

Councillor O Morgan read out a statement in relation to recent allegations made and hinted against him.
_________________________________________________________________________
114/10
NOTICES OF MOTIONS – COUNCILLOR MARTIN BELLEW
1. “That this Council establish a Corporate Policy Group for Dundalk Town Council consisting of the Chairman of the Council and the spokesperson of the five groupings on the Council”
The motion was seconded by Councillor H Todd.  Councillor M Butler wanted to know the Officials thoughts on the matter and F Pentony advised that there is nothing to prevent it in law.  In response to a question from Councillor C. Keelan, Cathaoirleach, Councillor M. Bellew advised that it would have no impact on the MPC’s.  

2. “That this Council arrange for the plastering of the inside of the newly constructed stone entrance walls at Manydown Close, Red Barns Road, Dundalk, as agreed between the residents and Dundalk Town Council approximately twelve months ago.

Cathaoirleach, Councillor M. Bellew, informed the Members that work had commenced today on the plastering of the inside of the wall at Manydown Close.  A commitment was given to the Residents of Manydown Close to carry out these works some considerable time ago yet it took approx. 12 months before the works commenced.  On the proposition of Cathaoirleach, Councillor M Bellew and seconded by Councillor H Todd, it was agreed that any promises made by the Council should be honoured and carried out in a timely fashion.
_________________________________________________________________________
115/10
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR MARIANNE BUTLER
“That this Council write to ESB Networks and request that they relocate the



“Network box” situated in Hazelwood Avenue, Bay Estate, given its appalling



condition.” 



The motion was seconded by Councillor O Morgan.
​​​​​​​​_________________________________________________________________________
116/10
NOTICE OF QUESTIONS – COUNCILLOR MARIANNE BUTLER
1. “That the Members be supplied with a copy of the Traffic/Road Safety Assessment that was recently carried out in the Castleblayney Road/Bellewsbridge Road/Fatima area”.

Mr F Pentony advised that this will be done.

2. (a)
When is the public consultation period of the Market Square Redevelopment

proposal due to start?

Mr F Pentony advised that he will be meeting the Consultants tomorrow and would expect that the project will go out to public consultation next week.



(b)
What is the planned closing date for submissions / observations on this




proposal?

8 weeks – 6 weeks for display and submissions with a further 2 weeks for submissions.

_________________________________________________________________________
117/10
NOTICE OF QUESTION – COUNCILLOR CONOR KEELAN
“As of April 2010 what proportion of gaseous material remains to be extracted from the old Landfill site on the Newry Road and when is it expected that all gaseous material will be completely extracted?”

Mr P McVeigh advised that gaseous material is still being produced.  The amount is reducing each year and could probably take another 10 years.
Councillor Keelan asked if the existing pedestrian walkway round the perimeter of the former landfill site could be opened to the public?   Peter McVeigh advised that this aspect could be examined in conjunction with the request from the Archery Club to use the site.  
_________________________________________________________________________
118/10
RESOLUTIONS

Noted by the Members.
_________________________________________________________________________
119/10
CONFERENCES

Noted by the Members.
_________________________________________________________________________
120/10
CORRESPONDENCE


Noted by the Members.
The Meeting ended with prayers at 5.35 p.m.
Minutes confirmed at Meeting

Held on the             day of                                2010
                                                                                           _____________________

                                                                                               CATHAOIRLEACH





     ________________________
                                                                                             CLEIREACH AN BHAILE
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