MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING OF DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL, HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, DUNDALK ON TUESDAY 29th SEPTEMBER 2009 AT 7.00PM
PRESENT

Cathaoirleach, Councillor M Bellew, presided.

ALSO PRESENT

Councillor S Bellew, Councillor M Butler, Councillor J D’Arcy, Councillor M Dearey, Councillor I Dooley, Councillor C Keelan, Councillor K Meenan, Councillor O Morgan, Councillor E O’Boyle, Councillor J Ryan and Councillor H Todd.

IN ATTENDANCE

F Pentony, Director of Services and Town Clerk

D Storey, Senior Executive Officer

C Duff, Town Engineer

J Lawrence, Administrative Officer

J Smith, Administrative Officer

B Lynch, Accountant

E Walsh, Director of Services LCC

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE

Andrew Mawhinney, Dundalk Town Centre Commercial Manager
The Meeting commenced with Prayers at 7pm

214/09
VOTE OF CONGRATULATIONS
On the proposition of Councillor M Bellew and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle, the members agreed to extend a Vote of Congratulations to all those involved in the award of a Silver Medal in the Entente Florale Competition.   The Chairman remarked that it was a magnificent achievement for a Town of its size.

215/09
VOTE OF SYMPATHY
On the proposition of Councillor M Bellew and seconded by Councillor K Meenan the members agreed to send a sincere vote of sympathy to the family of the late Kitty Marron, mother of Jimmy Marron, Council Employee.

216/09
ADOPTION OF MINUTES
On the proposition of Councillor E O’Boyle and seconded by Councillor Mark Dearey, the following Minutes were adopted:-

-
Monthly Meeting 28th July 2009





-
Minutes of Meeting to discuss the BMW Gateway & Hubs Grants Scheme (Market Square) on 13th August 2009


-
Planning Monthly Meeting 8th September 2009



217/09
MATTERS ARISING


Councillor M Dearey referred to Minute No 193/09 and clarified that his comment was that the consequence of cuts would least affect those who could afford them.
Councillor M Bellew requested and it was agreed that the Minutes of DTC Meeting on 13th August 2009 be renamed

“Minutes of Meeting to discuss the BMW Gateway & Hubs Grants Scheme (Market Square)”.

Councillor I Dooley referred to Minute No 196/09 (Lead Replacement Costs) and requested further detail on the response given by the Department of Environment.   The Members agreed to further discuss this matter following E Walsh’s presentation.

Councillor C Keelan referred to Minute No 197/09 and asked if the traffic survey requested at Marian Park/Barton Park had been completed.   C Duff advised that she would respond at the next monthly meeting.
Councillor M Dearey referred to Minute No 199/09 and advised that the amendment to the motion in relation to requests for frequent Gardai visits to this area as proposed by Councillor C Keelan was seconded by him.   F Pentony advised that no response to date has been received from An Garda Siochana.

218/09
HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT


The report was noted.
Councillor K Meenan queried the up-to-date position on the Window/Doors replacement contract.   Councillor H Todd queried the position in relation to Coxes Demesne.   D Storey gave the members further information and agreed to revert to Councillor H Todd with information regarding Coxes Demesne.

David Storey, SEO, confirmed to Councillor J Ryan that the number of persons seeking rehousing was increasing.

219/09
REGENERATION REPORT


The report was noted.

D Storey advised the Members that he would revert to the Members on the following two items:-

Clarification on areas for clean ups

Remedial Works Scheme 2nd Phase

220/09
PROGRESS REPORT



The report was noted.

221/09
WATER UPDATE – E WALSH, DIRECTOR OF SERVICES LCC
E Walsh, Director of Services LCC gave the members a comprehensive update on the progress one year on, since this issue arose.   He confirmed that the Department have stated that no funding is available for private lead pipe replacement.   The installation of plant to deal with the proposed orthophosphate dosing would be completed in 6 weeks.   He further confirmed that the number of properties receiving bottled water had reduced from 200 to 137, and that approximately 2000 properties in the Town had lead service pipe.
On the proposition of Councillor M Bellew and seconded by Councillor I Dooley the Members agreed that E Walsh write once again to the Department seeking funding for costs to replace lead services for private homeowners.

222/09
PRESENTATION BY ANDREW MAWHINNEY, DUNDALK TOWN CENTRE COMMERCIAL MANAGER

A Mawhinney, Dundalk Town Centre Commercial Manager gave a presentation to the Members on action taken to date by his office, results of customer survey and plans for next year.


The Chairman thanked Mr Mawhinney on his comprehensive presentation and wished him well in his endeavours.

223/09
SMARTER TRAVEL AREA COMPETITION

C Duff, Town Engineer, gave the Members a presentation on the Department of Transport Smarter Travel Funding Scheme.


On the proposition of Councillor M Bellew and seconded by Councillor J D’Arcy the members agreed to support the application from DTC for funding from this scheme.
224/09
SECTION 183 NOTICE – DISPOSAL OF APPROXIMATELY 0.0967 HECTARES OF LAND AT SOLDIERS POINT, DUNDALK, TO TRUSTEES OF DUNDALK SUB AQUA, SEARCH AND RECOVERY CLUB

The Town Clerk, F Pentony, advised the Members to consider not selling off assets at less than market value.


On the proposition of Councillor E O’Boyle and seconded by Councillor J Ryan the Members agreed to dispose of the land by way of lease at €200 per annum, the first payment due when the Sub Aqua Centre is complete and opened.
225/09
SECTION 183 NOTICE – DISPOSAL OF 37M² OF LAND AT THE EAST SIDE OF NO 1 COOLEY PARK, DUNDALK, TO TRACEY WHITE, NO 1 COOLEY PARK, DUNDALK, CO LOUTH





On the  proposition of Councillor J Ryan and seconded by Councillor J D’Arcy the Members agreed to dispose of  37m² of land at the east side of No 1 Cooley Park, Dundalk, to Tracey White, No 1 Cooley Park, Dundalk, Co Louth, in accordance with the terms of the S183 Notice 
226/09
ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT 2008



On the proposition of Councillor O Morgan and seconded by Councillor J D’Arcy the Members agreed the Annual Financial Statement 2008 as presented.
22709

S.104 RESOLUTION AUTHORISING OVER EXPENDITURE IN 2008
On the proposition of Councillor J D’Arcy and seconded by Councillor H Todd, the Members authorised the over expenditure as circulated.

228/09
RAISING OF LOAN OF €5M FROM HFA FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING
On the proposition of Councillor M Bellew and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle, the Members agreed to raise a loan of €5 million from the Housing Finance Agency to fund the purchase of affordable homes, as circulated.
229/09
APPROVAL FOR TEMPORARY OVERDRAFT ACCOMMODATION FOR 2009 - €3 MILLION
On the proposition of Councillor S Bellew and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle, the Members agreed to the temporary overdraft of €3m.
230/09
MPC SCHEME
The Members agreed to defer this item until October Planning Meeting.

231/09
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1991 (REGIONAL AUTHORITIES)

      

(ESTABLISHMENT) ORDER 1993 – OPERATIONAL COMMITTEE

ELECTION OF TWO MEMBERS – CHAIRMAN AND ONE OTHER MEMBER


The Members agreed to defer this item until October Planning Meeting.

___________________________________________________________________
232/09
NOMINATION TO THE DUNDALK DRUGS ADVISORY GROUP –
 3 MEMBERS
Councillor H Todd on the proposition of Councillor K Meenan and seconded by Councillor I Dooley and Councillor J Ryan on the proposition of Councillor M Bellew and seconded by Councillor H Todd, and in both cases agreed by the Members were nominated to the Group.
Selection of the remaining nominee was deferred until October Planning Meeting.

233/09
COUNTY DEVELOPMENT BOARD RECONSTITUTION OF MEMBERSHIP – FOR NOTING ONLY


The report was noted.

234/09
TIDY TOWNS REPORT 2009
The report was noted by the Members.   The Chairman expressed congratulations to all who had been involved in securing another Gold Medal Award.

235/09
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS
On the proposition of Councillor J D’Arcy and seconded by Councillor M Dearey, the Members agreed to suspend Standing Orders to extend the meeting to 10.00 pm

236/09
PAY PARKING REVIEW
On the proposition of Councillor M Dearey and seconded by Councillor J D’Arcy the Members agreed to amend the Pay Parking areas as proposed with one amendment – St Patrick’s Terrace – to remain outside the Pay Parking Zone.

It was further agreed by the Members that Councillor J D’Arcy’s parking issue at St Malachy’s Villas be examined by the Town Clerk.

237/09
SUBMISSION OF STATEMENTS AND DECLARATIONS UNDER THE LOCAL ELECTIONS (DISCLOSURE OF DONATIONS AND EXPENDITURE) ACT 1999, AS AMENDED

Noted by Members.

238/09
Notice of Motion – Councillor Harry Todd
“That this Council provide Speed Ramps and other Traffic Calming Measures at Clann Chullainn Park, in the interest of safety of residents and visitors, as a matter of urgency”

Also please find enclosed petition requesting same from Clann Chullainn Park Residents Association.
Answer:
There is no funding available in 2009 to carry out this work, but it can be considered in the content of the 2010 Budget.
Notice of Motion – Councillor Jim Ryan
1. “That this Council install speed ramps in Clann Chullainn Park”
Answer:
There is no funding available in 2009 to carry out this work, but it can be considered in the content of the 2010 Budget.

The Members agreed to take Items 22 – Notice of Motion Councillor H Todd and Item No 24(1) - Notice of Motion Councillor J Ryan together.

The reply was noted with disappointment by both Members.

239/09
Notice of Motion – Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle


Seeking City Status for Dundalk
“That in order to enhance the prospect of achieving ‘City Status’ for Dundalk and its environs and to off-set and minimise the very negative consequences of the recent announcement by the Health Services Executive of its planned ‘transformation programme’ for Louth County Hospital which will result in our local General Hospital being reduced to becoming a mere ‘minor injuries facility/convalescent home’, this Council liaise with Louth County Council in seeking to extend Dundalk Town Council’s urban boundary to match the boundary of both the current Dundalk and Environs Development Plan 2003/2009 and the incoming Dundalk and Environs Development Plan 2009/2015, and as a first step during the intervening period that Dundalk Town Council in cooperation with Louth County Council adopt a policy of creating footpaths and street lighting on each side of every rural road which will become an urban street/road by this proposed extended new town boundary designation, together with a curb or barrier separated cycleway on one side of each such urban street/road.” 
This is a matter for the members.

The motion was seconded by Councillor S Bellew and agreed by the Members on a vote of 5 votes to 2, with 4 abstentions.

240/09
   Notice of Motion – Councillor Jim Ryan

2. “That the cause of the persistent flooding in Culhane Street outside house No.’s 17-19 and 21-23 be investigated and a report on same be tendered to this Council and also a report on the action to be taken to eliminate this problem”
Answer:
Currently there are 4 number gullies located along Culhane Street, 2no (on the east side) near 15 & 22 and 2no (on west side) outside 25 & 109 O’Hanlon West.

Recently at the east side of Culhane Street extensive flooding took place in which the 2 number gullies was unable to cater for the rainfall at the time of the rain event.
Over the past number of years the Council have on a number of occasions been called to this location.

On recent inspection it has been found that these gullies are not connected to the network but drain into a soakaway of exact location to be unknown. This method of storm drainage is not common but can exist through the town.

During heavy rain fall periods this method is unable to accommodate the amount of rainfall and therefore flooding occurs.

A number of options are currently been reviewed to eliminate the flooding.

1. The nearest public pipe is located along McSweeney Street. While levels allow discharge into this pipe, this pipe is in fact a combined sewer which discharges into Boyle O’Reilly Pumping Station. Discharge of storm runoff into this pipe is not a preferred solution as it is not good practise to discharge into foul as this a) is mixed with foul sewage pumped to the Waste Water Treatment Plant and then cleaned before discharge to the estuary, b) adds to the influx of storm water at the pumping station in times of heavy rain, c) can reduce capacity in the sewer network un-necessary at times of high demand. 

It must be noted that capacity issues in relation to Boyle O’Reilly pumping station are currently been investigated and an increase of storm into this network will only add to existing loads.

2. SUDS approach. This involves underground temporary storage capacity which will then naturally infiltrate into the surrounding ground. This involves calculating the current runoff area, flow rates and storm events and then establishing the required storage area. Presently this road is in good condition and is not due for surfacing.

3. A public storm pipe is located approximately 180m due west in which discharges into the Dundalk Bay. Council records show that discharge into this pipe is viable however this does need to be checked on site. This requires trial hole to determine exact location and level. Upon satisfaction of level and location a new storm pipe down Culhane Street with a number of new manholes and gullies could be designed. 

Costing’s of options are currently been undertaken.


Councillor J Ryan expressed satisfaction with the reply.

24109
Notice of Motion – Councillor Marianne Butler and Councillor Mark Dearey



“That this Council supports the Lisbon Treaty”



This is a matter for the members.

Councillor M Bellew and Councillor J Ryan expressed disappointment that this motion had been submitted.
The motion was seconded by Councillor J D’Arcy.

A counter proposal by Councillor I Dooley and seconded by Councillor H Todd supporting a No Vote was made.

Following a roll call on the Counter Proposal – Vote NO for Lisbon Treaty

In Favour:
I Dooley and H Todd

Against:
M Butler, M Dearey, J D’Arcy, E O’Boyle, C Keelan, O Morgan and S Bellew

Abstain:
M Bellew and J Ryan

Following a roll call on Motion - support for the Lisbon Treaty

In Favour:
M Butler, M Dearey, J D’Arcy, E O’Boyle, C Keelan, O Morgan and S Bellew.

Against:
I Dooley and H Todd

Abstain:
M Bellew and J Ryan
The motion as submitted by Councillor M Butler and M Dearey was 

carried.

The Members agreed to defer the remaining Notices of Motion and Questions to the October Planning Meeting.

242/09
RESOLUTIONS


Noted.

243/09
CONFERENCES


Noted

244/09
CORRESPONDENCE



Noted.

The Chairman advised the Members on recent correspondence from the Office of the Minister of Health and HSE.

On the proposition of Councillor M Bellew and seconded by Councillor I Dooley the Members agreed to write again to the Minister for Health.

245/09
The Town Clerk advised the Members on a new Staffing Structure in Dundalk Town Council that would take effect from 1st October 2009.  He further requested a meeting of the 5 Group Leaders for 6.30pm immediately before Monthly Planning Meeting.

THE MEETING ENDED WITH PRAYERS AT 10.10 PM

Minutes confirmed at Meeting 

Held on the ____________ day of __________________ 2009
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