DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING OF DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL, HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, DUNDALK, ON TUESDAY 24th MARCH 2009 @ 7.30 PM

PRESENT
Chairman, Councillor S Keelan, presided

ALSO PRESENT

Councillor M Bellew, Councillor S Byrne, Councillor M Dearey, Councillor I Dooley,

Councillor H Todd, Councillor N Lennon, Councillor K Meenan, Councillor J D’Arcy,

Councillor E O’Boyle and Councillor J Ryan

APOLOGIES

Councillor M Grehan

IN ATTENDANCE

C Murray, County Manager

F Pentony, Town Clerk

C Duff, Town Engineer

J Lawrence, Administrative Officer

J Byrne, Administrative Officer

THE MEETING COMMENCED WITH PRAYERS

76/09

VOTE OF CONDOLENCES
On the proposition of Councillor I Dooley and seconded by Councillor S Keelan, the members agreed to a vote of sympathy to the family of the two children recently killed at the vehicle collision on Bridge Street.

77/09

LETTER OF THANKS
On the proposition of Councillor S Keelan and seconded by Councillor J D’Arcy the members agreed to send a letter of thanks to the Dundalk Chamber of Commerce for their organisation of a successful St Patrick’s Day Parade and to An Garda Siochana.

78/09

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS
On the proposition of Councillor M Bellew and seconded by Councillor M Dearey the members agreed to suspend Standing Orders to discuss the recent removal of a stone wall on Mill Street, Dundalk.

Councillor M Bellew advised that local residents were outraged that the wall had been demolished without planning permission and that efforts to discuss the situation with representatives of the developer were rebuked.   He further advised that the response of the Town Council staff in dealing with the issue was deemed praiseworthy and the residents were of a similar view.   Councillor M Bellew sought and got agreement from the members that the message go out from the Chamber that developers must adhere to the planning process.
J Byrne, Administrative Officer, advised the members that a Warning Notice had been served on the developer in this case.   Mr C Murray, County Manager, further advised that he was conscious of the views of the members on this issue and that the legal process was the appropriate channel to use on this matter.

79/09

ADOPTION OF MINUTES
On the proposition of Councillor Noel Lennon and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle the following minutes were adopted:-

Monthly Meeting 24th February 2009

Planning Meeting 10th March 2009

80/09

MATTERS ARISING
Councillor M Bellew referred to Minute No 58/09 regarding CCTV, J Lawrence, Administrative Officer, advised that the backroom facilities for using the surveillance camera were now in place and that the camera has been deployed.   

Councillor I Dooley referred to Minute No 65/09 Joint Policing Committee and queried an update on same.   F Pentony, Town Clerk advised that the County Manager was in correspondence with An Garda Siochana and that no date has been set for the first meeting.

Councillor M Dearey referred to Minute No 69/09 regarding correspondence recently received from the office of the Minister, Department of Finance, concerning VAT rates.   Councillor M Dearey welcomed the response and advised that the information contained within the letter was in variance to recent public announcements by the Minister.

81/09

HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT
The report was noted by the Members.
82/09

PROGRESS REPORT
The report was noted.   Councillor M Bellew proposed that updates on the progress report be colour highlighted and this proposal was seconded by Councillor S Keelan and agreed by the members.   F Pentony, Town Clerk, advised that this will be facilitated.

Councillor M Bellew queried the current position with the Transportation Study and in particular phase II element.   C Duff, Town Engineer, agreed to give the members an update at the next meeting.

83/09

DISPOSAL OF AFFORDABLE HOUSES IN VARIOUS LOCATIONS



(SECTION 83)

On the proposition of Councillor K Meenan and seconded by Councillor M Bellew, the members agreed to the disposal of Affordable houses as proposed.
84/09

LLA DRAFT DISABILITY IMPLEMENTATION PLAN 2008-2015
Noted.

85/09

DRAFT POLICY ON PEDESTRIAN CROSSING AT SCHOOLS
On the proposition of Councillor M Dearey and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle the policy was agreed and approved by the members.

86/09

ELECTION POSTERS PILOT SCHEME
F Pentony, Town Clerk gave the members details on the general principle of the Scheme.   The Scheme was noted by the members.

87/09
DECLARATION OF PUBLIC ROADS (SECTION 11, ROADS ACT 1993)
On the proposition of Councillor K Meenan and seconded by Councillor I Dooley, the 

Members agreed to the declaration of the listed roads as public Roads as per Section 

11 Roads Act 1993.
88/09
DEVELOPMENT AT TOBERONA
F Pentony, Town Clerk, gave the members an update.   Naomh Moninne wish to 

carry out site investigations and subject to submission of necessary insurances this 

will be facilitated.   Councillor M Bellew and Councillor J Ryan expressed satisfaction with actions taken todate.

89/09

NOTICE OF QUESTION – COUNCILLOR J D’ARCY
“What is the average time between Bord Na Mona inspections and reports and the ‘media’ i.e. mussel shells, being replaced by EPS in the Sewerage Treatment Plan on the Point Road”
The Contractor as part of routine maintenance monitors Hydrogen Sulphide levels in air discharged from biofilters on a weekly basis and carries out checks on the pH of units on a monthly basis, in addition to visual checks of both the level and condition of the media.  If either a downward trend in pH or upward trend in Hydrogen Sulphide is noted, the issue is further investigated.  Pressure drop across the media is monitored on a continuous basis and any sudden drop in differential pressure that might indicate possible media failure is investigated as are any reports of odour issues.  EPS also carry out a monthly boundary odour check which is reported in the PMS report. 

The reply was noted.   Councillor J D’Arcy advised that he will raise the matter directly with Louth County Council.

90/09

NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR H TODD
“That this Council re-opens Ashling Park, which has been closed to the public since early January.   This situation cannot be allowed to remain indefinitely as the residents, particularly the young and elderly are being deprived of this much needed facility”
Councillor H Todd spoke of his frustration that the actions of a few were depriving enjoyment to many particularly the elderly and young.   Councillors K Meenan, M Deary, M Bellew, J Ryan, supported the motion.   F Pentony, Town Clerk responded that there is a concern for people’s safety and that Dundalk Town Council will contact the Garda in relation to the issue.

91/09

RESOLUTIONS
Noted.
92/09

CONFERENCES
Noted.

93/09

CORRESPONDENCE
Councillor J Ryan referred to letter received from Tom Gallagher, Rúnaí Aire Stáit, Department Environment, Heritage and Local Government, in relation to the Muirhevnamor, Cox’s Demesne Regeneration Schemes and asked his fellow Councillors whether they were accepting the response.   The members agreed that Dundalk Town Council write to the Minister rejecting the contents of the letter and seek a meeting with the Minister.
94/09

AOB
On the proposition of Councillor J D’Arcy and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle the members agreed to receive a deputation from Sr Pearl Deary, Appletree Foundation.

Councillor J Ryan queried the up-to-date position with the Pay Parking Review, and in particular the blocking of entrances in Mulholland Avenue.  F Pentony, Town Clerk advised that advertisement would be placed in the local press in the coming weeks and that there were no new regulations regulating Taxi’s and that illegal parking was a matter for the Gardai.

It was agreed that the Special Meeting in Committee covering Rock View Farm would be held on 31st March 2009 at 6 pm.

THE MEETING CONCLUDED @ 9.00 PM WITH PRAYERS

Minutes confirmed at Meeting

Held on ________________________ day of _____________________ 2009
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