DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING OF DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL, HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, DUNDALK ON TUESDAY 28TH JULY 2009 AT 7.00PM
PRESENT

Cathaoirleach, Councillor M Bellew, presided.

ALSO PRESENT

Councillor Seán Bellew, Councillor Marianne Butler, Councillor J D’Arcy, Councillor M Dearey, Councillor I Dooley, Councillor C Keelan, Councillor K Meenan, Councillor O Morgan, Councillor E O’Boyle, Councillor J Ryan and Councillor H Todd.
IN ATTENDANCE

C Murray, County Manager

F Pentony, Director of Services and Town Clerk

C Duff, Town Engineer

D Storey, Senior Executive Officer

THE MEETING COMMENCED WITH PRAYERS

179/09
At the outset Councillor M Bellew proposed a vote of congratulations to all concerned on the Entente Florale 2009 competition and mentioned in particular the condition of the Town.  He praised the work of the outdoor staff, the residents associations, retailers and both the Tidy Towns Committee and the Entente Florale Committee.   As far as he was concerned we have already won the competition regardless of the quality of the medal that might be awarded.   The vote was seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle, and in addition Councillors M Dearey and I Dooley concurred with the remarks.   The Town Clerk thanked the members for their comments and indicated that it was a Team Dundalk event and was very pleased with the out-turn on the day.
180/09
ADOPTION OF MINUTES


On the proposition of Councillor E O’Boyle and seconded by Councillor 



S Bellew, the following Minutes were adopted:-

· First Annual Meeting 15th June 2009

On the proposition of Councillor M Dearey and seconded by Councillor 

Oliver Morgan, the following Minutes were adopted:-

· Monthly Meeting 15th June 2009

· Planning Meeting 14th July 2009

___________________________________________________________________

181/09
MATTERS ARISING
Councillor J Ryan referred to Minute No 169/09 (Fountain Market Square), he indicated that he was delighted to see the Market Square looking so well and that the fountain was now in operation, and asked how come the fountain was now in operation, C Duff, Town Engineer explained that the quotation was received for the replacement pump for the three jets, and that Peter McVeigh, Senior Executive Engineer ensured it was working in time for the Entente Florale.
Councillor I Dooley referred to Minute No 169/09 (Crèche Lios Dubh) and D Storey indicated that the matter had not yet been finalised as the other group was depending on receiving funding from an external source.  He agreed to update the members at the next meeting.

Councillor E O’Boyle referred to the fact that the members agreed that the Dundalk Sub Aqua Rescue and Recovery Club will be included as an item on the Agenda, but the Town Clerk indicated that he would advise the members of the up-to-date position later in the meeting.
182/09
HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT
Councillor H Todd asked what procedure was in place for relets and if houses coming back into Council’s ownership were inspected both inside ant outside.   D Storey, Senior Executive Officer indicated that the houses are inspected both internally and externally.   Councillor H Todd referred to a house in Cox’s Demesne where there was rubble in the garden and glass broke in the front door and felt that the front and rear garden should be attended to as well as the interior of the house.   D Storey indicated that a house had never been refused based on its condition, but will speak to Councillor H Todd after the meeting regarding this particular house.
Councillor H Todd referred to the windows and doors programme in regard to 4 or 5 houses in Oakland Park and asked would it start in July?   D Storey indicated that the materials were ordered and that they are awaiting delivery.
Councillor E O’Boyle raised a query in relation to the number of applications on the Council’s housing list and asked if the list was increasing.   D Storey indicated that it had increased by 160 in the last six months, as people in private rented dwellings; RAS and Voluntary Housing are still on our housing list.   He also stated that the possibility of leasing will be the first call for the Council in 2010 as there was no new housing construction programme in place.
Councillor M Bellew referred to the Rock Road Housing Scheme and asked how realistic was the completion date and how soon afterwards would the houses be let?   D Storey indicated that it may take two to four weeks.

183/09
MPC SCHEME
The Town Clerk explained the process todate and indicated that he would meet with the group leaders after the meeting to select a date for an appropriate meeting to discuss the matter.

The County Manager, C Murray, outlined to the members the changes in the SPC process, both in the fact that we could have 4 SPC’s instead of 5 and 3 area committees as against 5 at the moment.  He also indicated that Local Authorities were required to have 4 JPC’s in law, but he had a proposal to the Department that they have 3 operational joint policing committees and an overall forum of the three chairs, Chief Superintendent and the County Manager.   He is awaiting approval from the Department of the Environment in relation to this matter.   He indicated that he has the agreement of Drogheda Borough Council, Louth County Council and now needs the approval of Dundalk Town Council to take this course of action.
This was approved by Councillor M Dearey, seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle.

Councillor I Dooley raised the query as to how would Dundalk Town Council area slot into this new arrangement, and the Manager indicated that the Dundalk and Environs area would include Dundalk Town.

184/09
PART VIII PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT ACT 2000

PROPOSED DUNDALK SOUTH WEST SECTOR FOUL WATER PUMPING STATION AND PUMPS AT FAIRHILL AND CAMBRICKVILLE, OFF ARDEE ROAD, DUNDALK 

On the proposition of Councillor J D’Arcy and seconded by Councillor Seán Bellew, the members agreed that the development proceed as outlined in the report.

185/09
PART VIII PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT ACT 2000
PROPOSED JUNCTION UPGRADE WORKS INCLUDING NEW INSTALLATION OF SIGNALISED -PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS TO THE N52/AVENUE ROAD ROUNDABOUT, DUNDALK
On the proposition of Councillor J D’Arcy and seconded by Councillor M Bellew, the members agreed that the development proceed as outline in the report.

186/09
PART VIII PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT ACT 2000

PROPOSED JUNCTION UPGRADE WORKS INCLUDING INSTALLATION OF A PROPOSED NEW ROUNDABOUT TO THE CARRICKMACROSS ROAD/MCENTEE AVENUE JUNCTION, DUNDALK
On the proposition of Councillor E O’Boyle and seconded by Councillor M Dearey, the members agreed that the development proceed as outline in the report.

187/09
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1991 (REGIONAL AUTHORITIES)



(ESTABLISHMENT) ORDER 1993 – OPERATIONAL COMMITTEE

ELECTION OF TWO MEMBERS – CHAIRMAN AND ONE OTHER MEMBER


It was agreed to defer this to the September Monthly Meeting.

188/09
NOMINATION NEAGH BANN RIVER BASIN DISTRICT ADVISORY COUNCIL (1 NO)

Councillor E O’Boyle, was proposed by Councillor J D’Arcy and seconded by Councillor C Keelan, and this was agreed by the members.

189/09
APPOINTMENT TO PLACE NAME COMMITTEE (1 NO)
Councillor O Morgan, was proposed by Councillor M Butler and seconded by Councillor J D’Arcy, and this was agreed by the members.

190/09
NOMINATION TO LOUTH TRAVELLER CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE (1 NO)
Councillor M Dearey, was proposed by Councillor M Bellew, and seconded by Councillor S Bellew, and it was agreed by the members.

191/09
NOMINATION TO THE DUNDALK DRUGS ADVISORY GROUP - DUNDALK WEST (1 NO)


It was agreed to defer to this to the September Monthly Meeting.

192/09
REPORT ON PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF RIGHT OF WAY – PUBLIC FOOTPATH TO SIDE OF NO 1 COOLEY PARK, DUNDALK

The report was noted.   On the proposition of Councillor I Dooley and seconded by Councillor H Todd, the members agreed to extinguish the Right of Way – Public Footpath to side of No 1 Cooley Park, Dundalk.

193/09
FINANCIAL REPORT

The Manager outlined the financial position in relation to the Council, he indicated to the Council that there would be an necessity to increase the bad debt provision, he acknowledged the assistance of the staff and the members in trying to ensure that the Council stayed within budget.  He emphasised that the quality of service will not decrease but efficiency will be achieved, and that he would respond to any questions and queries that the members had raised.  He advised that part of the process involved staff savings and energy efficiencies, but that it was essential that the Council maintain frontline services, where possible. 


D Storey dealt with the issue of the long term voids.  He outlined in detail the proposed savings that the Council would make and referred to the 4 houses which were originally to be funded by internal capital receipts and this will not now proceed, he also stated that disabled persons grants of €340,000, to be funded by internal capital receipts but which the Council are not allow to spend.

Pay Parking review had been reduced from €300,000 to €150,000 with the balance to be complete in 2010.


Rapid Pobal Programme works totalling €180,000 was submitted to the Department of Arts Sports and Tourism, however the Department have now withdrawn their funding and the whole programme is now questionable as to whether it will take place.

He indicated that a saving of €228,000 will be made in environment improvements which were usually capital transferred from the Revenue Account and this has been reduced to €100,000.   He indicated that €100,000 of a saving would be made in the Fire budget, mainly relating to staff costs and the non-filling of additional posts.   He had also asked the Parks, Arts, Sports, Museum, and Theatre – for a decrease of a €100,000 to be spread evenly between them.   He also indicated that saving of €150,000 in the recreation programme, and will review the Rates income at a later date.

Councillor J Ryan asked about the Pay Parking review, if it was gone, and the Town Clerk indicated that it had only been deferred and that the report would be available for the members at the September meeting.


Councillor E O’Boyle referred to the 3% reduction in staff levels and the €300,000 saving, and asked how much this was in real money, D Storey indicated that it was approximately €300,000 in total savings.


At this stage the County Manager indicated that 50 members of staff had not been filled county wide and that the Council’s had achieve the 3% reduction and indeed the €300,000 saving.


Councillor E O’Boyle asked were contracts being reviewed, and if the Council was producing savings as a result.   The County Manager indicated that all contracts were being reviewed, but that he would retain core staff and no forced redundancies at present.

Councillor K Meenan expressed alarm at DPG’s and long term voids that would not be attended to, but D Storey indicated that the houses in the worse conditions would be reviewed.

Councillor M Dearey referred to the need for more creative calls in spending the Council budget and the need for greater community involvement in litter, parks etc.   He felt the consequences of the cuts would be borne by those who can least afford them.


Councillor J D’Arcy indicated that he is appalled that the Council is not allowed to spend its own money, effectively the Council have been prudent down through the years and the Manager had managed to create a good reserve.  However, Central Government has now directed that these reserves cannot be spent.   Councillor I Dooley shared Councillors D’Arcy’s sentiments; he felt that the Council were being prevented from providing a first class service, and asked was there a time frame on the capital/revenue reserves.

Councillor J Ryan asked would there be any resurfacing done this year, and the Town Engineer indicated that Toberona would be included on the works to be done as per the revised roads schedule.   The County Manager indicated that Dundalk Town Council is part of the overall public sector costs and our debtors are part of the GDB.

Councillor M Dearey asked about the estimated income from the non-private rented levy and D Storey indicated that at the last PRTB report there was seven hundred plus houses registered in the Dundalk area and he had allowed for funding from approximately 55% to 60%.


The Chairman indicated that this report was a great shock to the Council; he feels we should be able to spend our reserves which we had gathered over the last number of years.  He hoped that we would not loose our place in the Tidy Towns League, and in particular ensure that weed control on our footpaths and road ways are maintained.

194/09
RAPID 2009

D Storey indicated that the Rapid proposal will not now being going ahead in 2009 due to withdrawal of the funding from the Department of Arts, Sports and Tourism.
195/09
GATEWAY AND HUBS ERDF GRANTS SCHEME

D Storey, Senior Executive Officer, outlined the call from the BMW region indicating that matching funding would be required of 40% and indicated that grant of up to 2m euro would be available in gateways.


The Chairman, Martin Bellew, asked that the officials explore the possibility of refurbishing the Market Square as the Council’s project.  The County Manager indicated that this would be done in conjunction with the Council, but outlined to the Members that time scale was an issue as it was a very tight time frame to try and get the application lodged by the 20th August 2009.

Councillor J Ryan indicated that he was not happy with the time restraint, and asked can we meet the requirement, will it have to come from the current year’s income.   The Manager indicated that he would not under estimate the challenge he felt that the Council would be able to meet the match funding.


Councillor M Dearey, Councillor J D’Arcy, Councillor C Keelan and Councillor M Butler all indicated their support for the Market Square and it was felt that it should be the project to be selected.


C Duff, Town Engineer indicated that there is a separate call under the Smart Travel Initiative, and that there is another potential funding to grant aid the Smart Transport Cycle Network and Dundalk Western Infrastructure Busways as indicated by Councillor M Dearey.  C Duff indicated that in examining other proposals the Council had looked at what project would give the Town a stimulus, in addition to land that is in control of the Council.  She stated that much of the information / background work is already done and she also hoped that it would work as a catalyst to further assist in the development of the Town Centre.


The County Manager in closing indicated that he was confident that a professional bid would be made and some level of consultation has already been completed with the Urban Design Framework Plan, but he needs a consensus from the Members to proceed.


The Members expressed concern about the 40% match funding, the completion date of the 31st December 2010, and whether we need to create a building on the square.


It was proposed by Councillor M Bellew that the Council would hold a special meeting if necessary to consider the bid.

196/09
 Notice of Motion – Councillor Ian Dooley

"Due to the excessive costs residents are facing having to replace and re-connect water pipes to their properties, this Council write to the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government and request that funds be made available to assist residents in carrying out these works."
This motion was seconded by H Todd, and suggested that the Town Council write to the Department requesting funding for the connection to or the removal of lead supplies from individual house holders.
The Chairman indicated that E Walsh had already been in correspondence with the Department in relation to this matter.

It was agreed that E Walsh would be asked to attend the next meeting of the Council to update the Members.

197/09
Notice of Motions – Councillor Conor Keelan

1. “That this Council provide ramps in Marian Park Estate in the area leading into Barton Park” – (Petition from residents in the immediate area enclosed)”

This motion was seconded by Councillor S Bellew.
2. “That this Council, as a matter or urgency, conducts a re-examination of the speed limit and the need for additional traffic calming measures on the Forkhill Road and the greater Lisdoo area, out to and including Sportsmanshall, in light of the growth in population in this area in recent times and projected further growth.”
This motion was seconded by Councillor O Morgan.

198/09
Notice of Motion – Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle



Regular Cleaning/Clearing of Gullies along roadways
“That in order to prevent the occurrence of local flooding due to sudden cloudbursts/downpours of rain this Council ensures that all road gratings and gullies along all our roadways, including those within housing estates in our charge are fully cleared/suction cleaned at least once a year or more frequently, where and when necessary.”


This motion was seconded by Councillor S Bellew

The Members mentioned other areas that are subject to flooding including Ard Easmuinn, Castletown Bridge, Pearse Park, Point Road, Culhane Street and Fatima Drive.
The Town Engineer under took to examine these areas.

199/09
Notice of Motion – Councillor Mark Dearey

“That the very small green space at St John’s Court on John Street be planted up and/or secured in such a way as to deter the congregation of casual drinkers”
This motion was seconded by Councillor J D’Arcy.

It was proposed by Councillor C Keelan and seconded by Councillor M Dearey that we ask the Gardai to visit the area more frequently.

200/09
Notice of Questions – Councillor Conor Keelan

1.
“Where cases of suspected noise pollution may arise between private and Council owned homes is a charge applied for the installation of readers to assess the level of noise?   If yes when was this policy introduced by the Council?”

Answer:
The Council do not install noise readers in homes to measure the level of noise as the issue is a civil matter handled by the District Court Office.   The advice of the EPA is to approach the person or business responsible for the noise to try and reach a mutually acceptable solution.  A person can make a complaint directly to the District Court and issue a notice under section 108(3) of the EPA Act 1992. The District Court will call both parties together and listen to both sides.  

In the case of Council tenants, there may be provision under the tenancy agreement to tackle the problem

The Town Clerk elaborated on the reply issued
2.
“Is the maintenance of white lines and junction boxes on road and street markings contracted out by the Council to an outside agency?


If yes is there a timeframe when the many lines and road-markings in need of maintenance will be repaired around the town?”

Answer:
The renewal of all road markings within the Town Area is tendered on a yearly basis and contracted out for that duration to the successful contractor under the direction of the Town Council.  At the present time a database of all road markings within the responsible area of Dundalk is being finalised with the intention of using same to identify the areas in most need of relining to be subsequently repaired on a rolling basis.   This procedure has already commenced and over the past couple of months this Council has already completed substantial renewal of road markings to the approximate value of €30,000.
This question was noted.

___________________________________________________________________

201/09
Notice of Question – Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle

Future Access to the Newry Road from Maxwell’s Row and from Newry Road to Maxwell’s Row

“When will access to Bridge Street and the Newry Road from Maxwell’s Row and access from Bridge Street to Maxwell’s Row be re-opened to normal road traffic again? I estimate that this access has been closed for almost six months now and that nothing seems to be happening to enable the re-opening of this access. I understand that the building on the corner at this access point is a listed building and that it suffered relatively slight damage in the tragic accident that occurred there and that subsequently a more significant portion of the side of this listed building that faces onto the Big Bridge seems to have been demolished with no sign of it being re-instated or repaired. Could the members have an up-to-date report on this matter, please?”

Councillor E O’Boyle thanked the officials for the reply, but said his concern was that the owners were taking such a long time to repair the building.

202/09
Notice of Question – Councillor Mark Dearey

“Barring significant progress with the Developer, that my original proposal to make the musical equipment for the young peoples music centre available for a bidding process to youth groups and others interested goes ahead without delay”.
This question was noted.

203/09
RESOLUTIONS


Noted.

204/09
CONFERENCES


Noted.

205/09
CORRESPONDENCE
The Town Clerk explained the process regarding the lease for the Sub Aqua Club and agreed to go on the Agenda for the next meeting.

Councillor M Bellew referred to the letter of invite from the Mayor’s for Peace and Councillor M Dearey welcomed the initiative, and suggested that it would go to the first MPC, and this was proposed by Councillor M Dearey and seconded by M Butler.  He also proposed that Taxi Regulations should be included in the Infrastructure MPC’s, and this was seconded by Councillor J D’Arcy.
Chairman, M Bellew referred to a letter from the Sub Aqua Club who were proposing to erect a plaque on the wreck of the old SS Dundalk which sank of the Isle of Man coast and it was agreed, proposed by Councillor M Bellew and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle that the Town Council would fund this plaque in the region of €200 and this was agreed.
THIS CONCLUDED THE BUSINESS OF THE MEETING

Minutes confirmed at Meeting 

Held on the ____________ day of __________________ 2009
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