DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING OF DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL, HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, DUNDALK, ON TUESDAY 27TH JANUARY 2009
PRESENT

Chairman, Councillor S Keelan, presided.

ALSO PRESENT
Councillor M Bellew, Councillor S Byrne, Councillor M Dearey, Councillor I Dooley, Councillor H Todd, Councillor N Lennon, Councillor K Meenan, Councillor J D’Arcy, Councillor E O’Boyle and Councillor J Ryan

APOLOGIES
Councillor M Grehan

IN ATTENDANCE

C Murray, County Manager
F Pentony, Town Clerk

D Storey, Senior Executive Officer

C Duff, Town Engineer

J Lawrence, Administrative Officer

J Byrne, Administrative Officer

B Hickey, Social Worker

U Conlon, Executive Planner

S Mullen, Senior Executive Planner

G Duffy, Senior Planner

B McSherry, Heritage Officer

THE MEETING COMMENCED WITH PRAYERS
08/09
At the outset of the meeting the Chairman Councillor S Keelan sent best wishes to the members and staff of Drogheda Borough Council following their recent building fire

09/09

VOTES OF SYMPATHY
On the proposition of Councillor I Dooley and seconded by Councillor S Keelan, and agreed that a vote of sympathy be extended to Noel Clifford, Library, on the death of his mother Mona Clifford.

On the proposition of Councillor S Byrne and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle, and agreed that a vote of sympathy be extended to Mary Dwyer, Traffic Section, on the death of her mother Theresa Grannell.

10/09

ADOPTION OF MINUTES
On the proposition of Councillor N Lennon and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle, the following minutes were adopted-
Infrastructure MPC of the 27th May 2008

Planning MPC of the 10th June 2008

Budget Meeting of the 9th December 2008

Joint Planning & Monthly Meeting of the 16th December 2008

Planning Meeting of the 13th January 2009

11/09

MATTERS ARISING
Councillor H Todd sought an update on when the members would be circulated with information regarding developments in the RAPID Programme as agreed.   D Storey, Senior Executive Officer, advised on recent formation of estates committee and that a newsletter was being prepared and when completed will be forwarded to the members for information.

12/09

HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT
The members agreed to deal with Councillor K Meenan’s notice of motion regarding contracts under this heading.   The motion was seconded by Councillor H Todd.   D Storey, Senior Executive Officer, responded to the notice giving background detail to the members on issues around the examination of the Tenders received, Housing Capital  Unit in the County Council, numbers of dwellings requiring works (150 No.).   He also agreed to furnish the members with further detail following a scheduled housing capital meeting.   Councillor M Bellew complimented staff on the ongoing reduction in long term voids
13/09

CONSIDERATION OF THE LOUTH RETAIL STRATEGY 2009
Mr G Duffy, Senior Planner Louth County Council, outlining the strategy and advised that as a County wide Strategy its main focus is on the three largest towns.
Following Mr Duffy’s presentation there followed a question and answer and discussion session with contributions from Councillor N Lennon (projected population), Councillor E O’Boyle (Petrol Stations and off licences, Bridge Street Development Levies), Councillor M Dearey (Cross Border Impact, Ramparts development, Urban Design Framework, need for larger units for some international retailers, Brownfield opportunities in town), Councillor J D’Arcy (Dundalk as a regional destination and challenges for same, Councillor J Ryan (slow population growth in region since 1996, Bridge Street rejuvenation).   G Duffy, Senior Planner, responded to the members queries.
The County Manager, Conn Murray, advised that the Strategy was opportune and recommended that the members adopt the Strategy as proposed.

On the proposition of E O’Boyle and seconded by Councillor J Ryan the members agreed to adopt the Retail Strategy as proposed.

14/09
PRESENTATION OF A COPY OF “AN ENGINEER REMEMBERS” TO THE MEMBERS OF DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL
The Chairman, Councillor S Keelan welcomed former Town Engineer, Canice 

O’Mahony and his wife Eilish to the meeting.   Mr O’Mahony made a short speech to 

The members and gave the members a copy of his book.

The Members thanked Mr O’Mahony for this gift and wished him and his wife good health and happiness.

15/09

DRAFT TRAVELLERS ACCOMMODATION PROGRAMME
The report of Joe McGuinness, Director of Housing, was noted.   The Members expressed gratitude for the work of Mrs Bridie Hickey, Social Worker, and on the proposition of Councillor M Dearey and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle the members agreed to the adoption of the programme as submitted.

16/09

PROGRESS REPORT JANUARY 2009
The Progress report was noted.
17/09

SECTION 85 AGREEMENT – PLANNING SERVICES
The report of F Pentony, Town Clerk was noted.   He further advised that going forward only 1 Application Fee will become payable and also confirmed that application requiring a material contravention to the Development Plan would necessitate submissions of an application to each Authority.

On the proposition of Councillor N Lennon and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle the members agreed to enter into the Section 85 Agreement as proposed.

18/09

SECTION 85 AGREEMENT – WATER SERVICES
The report of E Walsh, Director of Services, was noted.
On the proposition of Councillor J D’Arcy and seconded by Councillor M Dearey the members agreed to enter into the Section 85 Agreement as proposed.

19/09

ROCKVIEW FARM LOCAL AREA PLAN AND PEER REVIEW
On the proposition of Councillor M Bellew and seconded by Councillor K Meenan the members agreed to defer this item and hold a Special Meeting in committee to discuss this item.

20/09

ROADS PROGRAMME 2009
The Programme was noted by the Members.   A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors H Todd, (pot holes repair), S Byrne (commencement of works on Local Roads), M Bellew (Ponding/drainage issues fit for purpose of resurfaced roads), J Ryan (Cycle lanes off road), J D’Arcy (quality of works at Old Muirhevna), E O’Boyle (Toberona cottages responsibility for road maintenance), I Dooley (work standards), M Dearey (pilot scheme for cycle lanes).

C Duff, Town Engineer, responded to the Members queries.

21/09

DRAFT COUNTY LOUTH BIODIVERSITY PLAN
On the proposition of Councillor M Bellew and seconded by Councillor J Ryan the members agreed for the Draft Plan to go on public display.

On the proposition of Councillor M Bellew and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle the members agreed that the final adopted plan be sent on completion to all local schools.
22/09

DRAFT DISABILITY IMPLEMENTATION PLAN
The Members agreed to include this item for discussion at the next Monthly Meeting.   The Town Clerk advised that the plan is for the information of Members.

23/09

SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS 2009
The Town Clerk requested that the members submit to him details on scheduled Port/VEC meetings to avoid clashing with DTC related meetings.

24/09

IBAL REPORT
The Members expressed satisfaction that Dundalk was once again in the top tier for clean town.   An ongoing problem with chewing gum litter was discussed.

25/09

NOMINATION FOR CONVERSATION ON DEMOCRACY

PROJECT (1 No.)

The Members agreed on the proposition of Councillor M Bellew and seconded by Councillor S Keelan to nominate Councillor E O’Boyle as Dundalk Town Council’s public representative on the Conversation on Democracy in Ireland Jury.

26/09

ETHICS FRAMEWORK FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT – LOCAL



GOVERNMENT ACT 2001

The Town Clerk, F Pentony, reminded Members that forms must be completed and submitted without delay.

27/09

DRAFT LITTER MANAGEMENT PLAN 2009 – 2011
Report of Mary Murtagh, Senior Executive Officer, Louth County Council, was noted.   On the proposition of Councillor M Dearey and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle the Members agreed the adoption of the Litter Management Plan 2009 – 2011.

28/09

TOBERONA PARK
On the proposition of Councillor M Bellew and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle the Members agreed to keep this as a monthly Agenda item.   D Storey, Senior Executive Officer advised that he met with Naomh Moninne and they were requested to submit their proposals for their pitch and ancillary facilities.

29/09

NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR IAN DOOLEY
“This Council erect a wall between No 24 Riverside Crescent and the Riverside Walkway”
The motion was supported by Councillor H Todd.   Councillor I Dooley advised that he was in discussions with the Regeneration Officer, Stephen Cull, in relation to this matter.

30/09
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR K MEENAN, COUNCILLOR H TODD AND COUNCILLOR I DOOLEY
“That this Council looks at the whole tendering process in light of the fact that it has taken so long to finalise the contract for the next phase of windows and doors installation in our Council stock, which was supposed to commence in 2008, bearing in mind our recent cold snap and the added effects of fuel poverty on our tenants”

This motion was dealt with under the Housing Progress Report.

31/09

NOTICE OF MOTIONS – COUNCILLOR M DEAREY

(a)
“This Council welcomes the visit today (Tuesday 27th) by the Chairman and members of the All Party Committee on Enterprise and Employment to Dundalk and urges the members to recommend to the Minister decisive and immediate measures that will address the price differentials (especially on the supply side) North and South”.
The motion was seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle.   A response from Bridget Flynn, Private Secretary to Minister Coughlan regarding price differentials was distributed to the Members.

(b) “That signage and other deterrents be put in place to deal with the dumping of domestic and hazardous wastes on the Racecourse Road”
The Motion was seconded by Councillor I Dooley.

The Members called for greater vigilance in dealing with illegal dumping and to illegal dumping at bring centres.

32/09

NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR JIM D’ARCY
“When will the signage for the Red Barns Road be changed to the correct Irish spelling”

 
This matter will be expedited without delay.   The response was noted and Councillor J D’Arcy welcomed same.
33/09

RESOLUTIONS
Noted.

34/09

CONFERENCES
Noted.

35/09

CORRESPONDENCE
Noted.

The letter from Thomas Gallagher, Rúnaí Aire Stáit, was noted.   On the proposition of Councillor I Dooley and seconded by Councillor S Keelan that a further letter be sent advising of a commitment made by his predecessor, Mr Batt O’Keeffe TD, to visit with this Council in Dundalk in relation to the Muirhevnamor, Cox’s Demesne Regeneration Schemes, and request that he give a similar commitment and that his visit will be under taken without delay.
There being no further business the meeting ended with prayers at 10 pm

Minutes confirmed at Meeting

Held on ________________________ day of _____________________ 2009
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