DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE COMBINED PLANNING & MONTHLY MEETING OF DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL, HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, DUNDALK, ON WEDNESDAY 9TH DECEMBER 2009 
PRESENT
Cathaoirleach, Councillor M. Bellew, presided.
ALSO PRESENT

Councillor C. Keelan, Councillor O. Morgan, Councillor M. Butler, Councillor M. Dearey, Councillor J. D’Arcy, Councillor E. O’Boyle, Councillor I. Dooley, Councillor H. Todd, Councillor K. Meenan and Councillor J. Ryan.

IN ATTENDANCE

Mr. F. Pentony, Director of Services and Town Clerk
Mr. C. Murray, County Manager

Mr. D. Storey, Senior Executive Officer

Ms. C. Duff, Town Engineer

Mr J. Lawrence, Administrative Officer

Ms. S. Mullen, Senior Executive Planner

Ms. L. Nulty, A/Executive Planner
Ms. A. McDonnell, Senior Staff Officer

The Meeting commenced with prayers at 6.30pm.
304/09
PLANNING AND RELATED MATTERS
09/173
Brookwood Taverns


Development to consist of 

 

91 Park Street


air conditioning plant and 



Dundalk



2 water tanks and associated



Co Louth



works placed on roof of building








at 91 Park Street

The members were advised that this application was invalid.





 

09/174
Deidre Elliott



Extension to rear with alterations 

Moorland


 
to front and side of dwelling and

Dundalk



construction of new wall and 

Co Louth



railings at Moorland, Dundalk.

There was no recommendation in this case.

09/175
Mr. Gordon Bishop


Construction of 12 apartments 



 Priorland



and associated site landscaping




Dundalk


           and car parking and demolition



Co Louth



of existing dwelling house at








Mullaharlin Road, Priorland, 








Dundalk

There was no recommendation in this case.

09/176            John Cahill



Change of finish of front facade

                       321 Greenacres



from aluminum cladding to red

                       Dundalk



brick and new front porch and

                       Co Louth



bay window with canopy and 





new first floor to front elevation





at 321 Greenacres, Dundalk






There was no recommendation in this case.

09/177              Mary Cooney 



Partial demolition and 

                         80 St Nicholas Ave

remodeling of existing single

                         Dundalk



storey extendion to accomodate

                         Co Louth



new family flat independant 






living unit and new pitched roof 






at 80 St Nicholas Avenue, 





Dundalk.

There was no recommendation in this case.

________________________________________________________________

09/178               Stewart Agnew              
 
Development to consist of 

                          15 Patrick Street
 
           2 one bedroom apartments                                             
Dundalk


           in a 2 storey block attached

                           Co Louth

 

to side of 15 Patrick Street,

                          

                      Dundalk.


                      




There was no recommendation in this case.

09/179
Paddy Power PLC

Change of use from approved


    Airton House

  
retail use to betting office use 

                         Airton Road


with 4 satellite dishes and 2

                        Tallaght, 



condenser units with alterations 


                                                                                                             Dublin 24

 

at unit 3-4 in front of Fagans 








Public House, Castletown Rd







           Dundalk.

There was no recommendation in this case.

09/180               B Cashell



Retention of 2 security alarm

                          The Laboratory Building

boxes and 3 security cameras

                          Ardee Terrace


on existing protected structure
                          Dundalk



ref no D010 (NIAH no. 13900715)

                          Co Louth



at the Laboratory Building,






Ardee Terrace, Dundalk.

There was no recommendation in this case.
09/181
    Maria Ryan


Retention of shed to rear of 



    Dowdallshill


site at Dowdallshill, Newry Rd.,



    Newry Road


Dundalk.


    Dundalk



    Co Louth




There was no recommendation in this case.

09/182
Comhaltas Ceoltori Eireann
 Erection of free standing sign at

              Belgrave Square                         and overhanging the main 



   Monkstown

 

entrance wall at St Dominics 



   Co Dublin



place and erection of free 








standing sign at the footbridge 








at the west side of  building at








The Old Gaol, St Dominics Place








Carrick Road, Dundalk.

On the proposal of Councillor M Dearey and seconded by Councillor Eamon O Boyle, it was recommended by the members that the manager grant permission in this case. 

305/09
CALL  BACK  FILES
09/157
Dundalk Port Company

The members requested that 

 

Harbour Offices


 this file be brought back.



Quay Street







Dundalk





09/164
Liam O Neill



There was no recommendation



8 St Brigids Terrace


in this case.


Dundalk







Co Louth

09/111
Park Street Hotel


There was no recommendation 


Dundalk



in this case.


Co Louth

09/139
Niall Clarke



The members requested that



Topaz Service Station

this file be brought back.



Dublin Road, Dundalk.

Councillor Mark Dearey commended the efforts of Dundalk Town Council Planning staff on actions taken in relation to the removal of wall at Mill Street, Dundalk, and expressed disappointment with the decision of An Bord Pleanala.
____________________________________________________________________________

306/09
ADOPTION OF MINUTES
On the proposition of Councillor E. O’Boyle, seconded by Councillor O. Morgan, the following minutes were adopted:

· Special Joint Meeting DTC and LCC - 17th November 2009
· Monthly Meeting 25th November 2009
_____________________________________________________________________________
307/09
MATTERS ARISING
Frank Pentony confirmed that he will be writing to Airtricity to invite them to attend the next meeting of the Council to discuss the public lighting contract.
_____________________________________________________________________________

308/09
HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT

Report was noted.

_____________________________________________________________________________

309/09
PROGRESS REPORT

Report was noted.  Catherine Duff advised that Dundalk’s School Project has been shortlisted down to the last 32 from a total of 120 applicants under the Smarter Travel Project Fund.
_____________________________________________________________________________

310/09
PART 8 PLANNING LOUTH CRAFTMARK LTD
To be deferred to the January Planning meeting.
____________________________________________________________________________

311/09
SECTION 183 NOTICE – DISPOSAL OF LAND AT MARSHES UPPER TO LOUTH CRAFTMARK LTD BY OF 99 YEAR LEASE
On the proposition of Councillor M. Dearey, seconded by Councillor M. Butler, it was agreed to dispose of approximately 0.6825 Ha (1.696 acres) of land at Marshes Upper, Dundalk, to Louth Craftmark Limited by way of a 99 year lease at an annual rent of €500 with quinquennial rent reviews.
_____________________________________________________________________________

312/09
SECTION 183 NOTICE – DISPOSAL OF VARIOUS AFFORDABLE HOUSES UNDER PART V OF THE 2000 PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT, AS AMENDED.

Section 183 Notice already circulated with the list of houses to be disposed of.  On the proposition of Cathaoirleach, Councillor M. Bellew, seconded by Councillor M. Butler, it was agreed to dispose of various affordable houses under Part V of the 2000 Planning and Development Act, as amended.
_____________________________________________________________________________
313/09
DRAFT DEVELOPMENT CONTRIBUTION SCHEME 2010-2014

Frank Pentony gave a presentation in relation to the draft Development Contribution Scheme.  The current Scheme was extended recently to the 28th February 2010 to facilitate the review of the Scheme.  The new Scheme will cover the period from 2010 to 2014.  The Scheme will go on public display for 6 weeks.  The Manager’s report on the submissions received during the public consultation period is prepared within 4 weeks of the last day for making submissions and submitted to the Members who must approve the Scheme within 6 weeks of receipt of the report.  The Scheme must be adopted by 28th February 2010 or a further extension will be required.  As part of the research and analysis for the Scheme, the Capital Projects were identified and costed.  The estimated number of houses for the period is 150 and the estimate of potential commercial/industrial development is 80,000m².   The Scheme will set out the new Residential and Commercial/Industrial contributions and also a series of Exemptions and Reductions.  The reduced contributions under the new scheme will leave Dundalk in a more competitive position.  The Schemes in Dundalk, Drogheda and Louth will be similar but there will be variations in amounts of contributions.  The Town Clerk advised that he is now seeking approval from the Members to go to public consultation.  Councillor M. Dearey thanked the Town Clerk for a very interesting presentation.

From this point the meeting is in committee.  Frank Pentony, Town Clerk, advised that as part of the review of the Scheme, the Council took a number of existing planning permissions and worked out what the contributions would be under the new Scheme in an effort to show the reduction in contributions.  Frank Pentony agreed to circulate the examples but omit the company names.

From this point the meeting is out of committee.  Frank Pentony advised that it is proposed to reduce the car parking contribution from €9599.67 to €4500 per space within the Town Centre and from €9599.67 to €6000 per space outside the Town Centre.   In addition, the number of spaces required for a new development has been reduced.  Cathaoirleach, Councillor M. Bellew welcomed the draft, and asked if the income from second home tax will form part of our capital budget.   Frank Pentony advised that it forms part of the revenue budget.  Councillor M. Butler noticed that a surface water contribution was not proposed under the new Scheme and Frank Pentony explained that was because there were no surface water projects identified.  Councillor J. D’Arcy said he felt that a 6% reduction in the Commercial/Industrial contribution is too low.  He said it is not significant in terms of encouraging business to the Town and said that 6% is less than the rate of deflation.  While he appreciates that we must strike a balance, he doesn’t believe it’s a significant enough reduction.  The County Manager said that to reduce the contributions any further would mean we would have to decide what projects we could not proceed with.  While the basic reduction is 6%, the development could also qualify for a reduction or exemption.  Councillor J. D’Arcy asked if there would be a reduction on the Mullagharlin site and the County Manager advised that the Council would not be revisiting that site as the contributions had already been dealt with as part of the planning permission.  Councillor I. Dooley asked if the contributions were not spent on the projects listed could they be kept as part of our capital in reserve and Frank Pentony explained that the Developer can look for a refund of contributions if the projects are not undertaken within 7 years.  The County Manager said that the Council is intent that the projects identified in the Scheme will be delivered.  Councillor J. Ryan asked for clarification in relation to the second home tax and David Storey explained that the tax will form part of the revenue budget and will mean a reduction in the Local Government Fund.  The NPPR tax is collected online and the Council provides information on how it can be paid.  There are no Council personnel involved in the collection of the tax.  Councillor M. Dearey said that the Council must listen to the development community during public consultation.  

On the proposition of Councillor M. Dearey, seconded by Councillor E. O’Boyle, it was agreed that the draft Development Contribution Scheme go to public consultation.
314/09
CONFERENCES

Noted.

_____________________________________________________________________________

315/09
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

A copy of an email received by Councillor E. O’Boyle from Padraig Herr was circulated to the Members and he asked that the claims made by Mr. Herr in relation to a breach of the embankment and potential for flooding along the southern most part of the embankment and out towards the rifle range be investigated by the Council.
Frank Pentony reminded the Members that the Budget Meeting will take place on Tuesday 15th December 2009 at 6.30pm.
The Meeting ended with prayers at 7.30pm.
Minutes confirmed at Meeting

Held on the             day of                                2010
                                                                                           _____________________

                                                                                               CATHAOIRLEACH





     ________________________
                                                                                                CLEIREACH AN BHAILE
