DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING OF DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL, HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, DUNDALK, ON TUESDAY 28TH APRIL 2009 @ 7.00 PM
PRESENT

Chairman, Councillor S Keelan, presided

ALSO PRESENT

Councillor M Bellew, Councillor S Byrne, Councillor M Dearey, Councillor I Dooley, Councillor N Lennon, Councillor K Meenan, Councillor J D’Arcy, Councillor E O’Boyle and Councillor J Ryan

APOLOGIES

Councillor H Todd

IN ATTENDANCE

C Murray, County Manager

F Pentony, Town Clerk

D Storey, Senior Executive Officer

C Duff, Town Engineer

J  Lawrence, Administrative Officer

J Byrne, Administrative Officer

B Harten, Arts Officer

G Shine, County Veterinary Officer

M Franklin, Clerical Officer

B Lynch, Accountant

On the proposition of Councillor J D’Arcy and seconded by Councillor N Lennon the members agreed to commence the meeting with prayers at 7pm.
102/09
FIRST ROUND ARTS GRANT 2009
On the proposition of councillor M Dearey and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle the members agreed to the allocation of First Round Arts Grants 2009 as presented by the County Arts Officer.

103/09
ADOPTION OF MINUTES
On the proposition of Councillor J Ryan and seconded by Councillor N Lennon, the following minutes were adopted:-

- Monthly Meeting 24th March 2009




- Special Meeting 31st March 2009





- Planning Meeting 14th April 2009




- Special Joint Meeting DTC & LCC 14th April 2009 (In Committee)


___________________________________________________________________

104/09
MATTERS ARISING
Councillor E O’Boyle referred to Minute No 95/09 (Rockview Farm) and on the proposition of Councillor M Bellew and seconded by Councillor N Lennon, it was agreed that the Special Meeting be held on 11th May 2009 at 5 pm.

Councillor J Ryan referred to Minute No 94/09 (Pay Parking Review and Taxi’s parking at Mulholland Avenue).   F Pentony, Town Clerk responded that advertising relating to the Pay Parking review would appear in local papers within the next 2 weeks and that he would forward Councillor Ryan’s concerns regarding taxi’s to An Garda Síochana.
Councillor M Bellew referred to Minute No 80/09 (Litter Surveillance Camera) and John Lawrence advised that the camera was now in use and that a number of fines would shortly issue in relation to activities around bring banks.

Councillor M Bellew referred to Minute No 82/09 (Transportation Study) and sought an update on same.   C Duff advised that the update was not available for this meeting but would be presented at the May Meeting.
Councillor K Meenan referred to Minute No 90/09 (Ashling Park Access) and J Lawrence advised that discussions had been held with An Garda Síochana and that a Joint Council / Garda operation was discussed.   F Pentony, Town Clerk further confirmed that the placing of boulders at the entrance to the Ashling Community Park was under review.
105/09
FILLING OF CASUAL VACANCY
On the proposition of Councillor M Bellew and seconded by Councillor J Ryan, Mr Alan Grehan, Racecourse Road, Dundalk was co-opted into the Casual Vacancy on Dundalk Town Council.

106/09
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO TENANCY AGREEMENTS –



BANNING DANGEROUS DOGS

Mr G Shine, County Louth Veterinary Officer gave the members a Power Point Presentation on the background to the proposed installation of a new clause in Local Authority Tenancy Agreements prohibiting the Keeping of Dangerous Dogs.

On the proposition of Councillor J D’Arcy and seconded by Councillor K Meenan the members agreed to the amendment of the Tenancy Agreement to include the new clause.

107/09
HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT
The report was noted

108/09
PROGRESS REPORT APRIL 2009
The report was noted.

___________________________________________________________________

109/09
PRESENTATION BY APPLETREE FOUNDATION – PAT DEERY
Mr Pat Deery gave the members a Power Point Presentation on the facilities and services offered by the Appletree Foundation in Dundalk.    Mr Deery advised the members that the centre is used by approximately 150 people each week.   Mr Deery further advised that funding is an ongoing issue and so also is the challenge of keeping the activities of the centre inclusive.

On the proposition of Councillor M Dearey and seconded by Councillor J D’Arcy the members agreed to write to the Minister for Children seeking support for the Foundation.

110/09
3 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAMME
The County Manager, Conn Murray gave the members an update on the Capital spending budget for the next 3 years 2009 – 2011.   Mr Murray advised that Dundalk Town Council was well placed financially and that the reduced Capital Budget was a reflection on the national position.   There is a major shortfall of approximately €2m in Housing for 2009 and Government Grants have been substantially cut.
Following questions from the members the Manager confirmed that outstanding Development Levies would be collected, that the new Home Leasing Scheme was the way forward at this time, advantage was been taken of reduced costs generally in the Construction sector.   D Storey, Senior Executive Officer confirmed that the DPG Scheme for private houses was suspended at present.

On the proposition of Councillor J D’Arcy and seconded by Councillor M Dearey the members agreed the 3 Year Capital Programme as presented.

111/09
AUDIT REPORT 2007
The Audit report was noted.

On the proposition of Councillor M Bellew and seconded by Councillor M Dearey the members agreed that a report be prepared showing the actual outstanding levies due under the Development Levies Scheme.

F Pentony, Town Clerk agreed to provide the members with this report.   On the proposition of Councillor J Ryan and seconded by Councillor S Byrne, the members agreed the Audit Report 2007.

112/09
AUDITED ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT 2007
On the proposition of Councillor J Ryan and seconded by Councillor S Byrne the members approved the Audited Annual Financial Statement 2007.
113/09
NOMINEE FOR BOARD OF IRISH PUBLIC BODIES MUTUAL INSURANCES LTD
On the proposition of Councillor J Ryan, and seconded by Councillor M Bellew, the 

Members agreed that the Chairman, Councillor S Keelan be nominated to the Board of Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurances Ltd.

114/09
REVISED ROADS PROGRAMME 2009
The revised programme has not yet been completed.   The Members agreed to discuss this issue at the next Monthly Meeting.

115/09
SECTION 183 NOTICE – DISPOSAL OF LAND AT NAOMH MONINNE GFC

On the proposition of Councillor E O’Boyle and seconded by Councillor M Bellew, it

was agreed by the members to dispose of the land to Naomh Moninne GFC as per 
Section 183 Notice with a reduction to the yearly rent from €2,000 to €1,000.
116/09
Notice of Motion – Councillor Jim D’Arcy
“That Dundalk Town Council put in place a number of low cost improvement measures in the Clanbrassil Street, Market Square area”

This motion was seconded by Councillor M Dearey.

117/09
Notices of Motion - Councillor Seamus Keelan 

1. “That appropriate signage such as road markings, traffic calming measures and flashing lights be provided at Castletown Girls School on the Castletown Road”

This motion was seconded by Councillor J Ryan

2. “That ESB be invited to our next meeting to discuss an update on lighting in the Urban Area”.

This motion was seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle.   C Duff, Town Engineer advised that there was no formal contract at present with the ESB.
118/09
Notices of Motion – Councillor Martin Bellew
1. “That this council maintain the flowerbeds in the long-stay car-park on the Long Walk to the same standard as Boyd’s car-park at the Long Walk”

This motion was seconded by Councillor J Ryan

2. “That this Council up-grade and maintain the seats, the loose bricks and the flowerbeds at the Market Square”.

This motion was seconded by Councillor J D’Arcy
3. “Dundalk Town Council requests the Minister of Transport, Mr Noel 

Dempsey TD., to  immediately introduce a moratorium on the issue of new taxi licences as the continued issue of taxi licences in Dundalk is a source of unmanageable and uncontrollable problems”.

This motion was seconded by Councillor I Dooley

119/09
Notice of Motions – Councillor Mark Dearey

1.
“That this council submit to the public consultation process currently 

being run by the UK Dept of Energy and Climate Change(until May 15th) on the selection of 5 sites on the Coastline of Cumbria, Lancashire and Anglesey in England for new nuclear power stations noting our concerns at  (1 ) the safety record of  the industry in the UK,  (2)the increase in shipping of nuclear material in the Irish Sea and (3)the increased volumes of spent nuclear fuel to be reprocessed at Sellafield should the UK persist with reprocessing as a nuclear waste management option"
The Motion as amended with the substitution of the word “objections” for “concerns” was seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle
2.
A.
“That provision be made by this Council for an allotment site in 

           the middle of Dundalk for residents who live in apartments or 


houses without back gardens”.
This motion was seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle
B.
“That a category be added to the Annual Improve Our Town Awards, for Best Vegetable Patch/Garden”.
This motion was seconded by Councillor J D’Arcy

120/09
Notices of Motion – Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle
1.
Provision of Safety Fence at Maxwell’s Row
“That this Council erect a safety fence (of similar specification) to our existing fence between Riverside Crescent and the Táin Park around the green area at Maxwell’s row to provide a safe playing area for small children from St. Nicholas Avenue and Castletown Road”.
This motion was seconded by Councillor I Dooley

2.
Provision of Flood Protection along Castletown Riverside
“That this Council provide a flood-protection walkway/cycleway facility to the southern Castletown Riverside from the Big Bridge to the Railway Bridge, to a similar specification as was provided by this Council from the Táin Bridge to the riverside/footpath-wall at Fairgreen Road at the time of the construction of the concluding section of the N52 Inner Relief Road, to a height which will protect the residents of Maxwell’s Row, St. Nicholas Avenue, Assumption Place, Boyle O’Reilly Terrace and Castletown Road from tidal flooding in the event of a tidal surge of the type which occurred in October 1983 and again  in February 2002, which will be exacerbated or made much worse by climate-change due to accelerated polar ice-cap melting caused by global warming”.
This motion was seconded by Councillor J D’Arcy

121/09
Notice of Question – Councillor Martin Bellew

What is the present position regarding the water ponding in Park Street?

Answer:
Work at Park Street will be included in the 2009 Ponding Contract
The answer was noted.   C Duff, Town Engineer agreed to send a copy of the 
ponding contract to the members when completed.
122/09
Notice of Questions – Councillor Mark Dearey
1.
Could the Town Clerk report on progress made toward the provision of a suitable space in the Town Hall for civil wedding ceremonies as agreed by motion of this Council on November 27th 2007?

Answer:
Enquires have been made with the HSE.   There is a requirement for the couple to request a specific venue.   It is considered by Dundalk Town Council that the AV Theatre, Co Museum, Dundalk is most suitable for this purpose and the Council awaits an application for use of this facility.
The reply was noted.

2.
Could the Town Clerk indicate what steps have been taken to ensure that all for sale properties or new dwellings about to be occupied within 

the LA area have a Building Energy Rating (BER) Cert?

Answer:
Dundalk Town Council is arranging to ensure that all Local Authority houses sold or let by the Council have a current BER Certificate.   The question of providing a BER for other dwellings is a matter for the persons offering the dwelling for sale or letting
The reply was noted.
123/09
RESOLUTIONS
Noted

124/09
CONFERENCES
Noted

125/09
CORRESPONDENCE
1.
Letter from NYCI (National Youth Council of Ireland).

On the proposition of Councillor E O’Boyle and seconded by Councillor M Dearey the members agreed to support the motion as presented.

2.
Letter from Newry and Mourne District Council


Noted.   The members agreed to purchase a table if suitable number agree to attend.

THE MEETING CONCLUDED AT 9.40 PM WITH PRAYERS

Minutes confirmed at Meeting

Held on ____________ day of ________________ 2009







______________________________








CATHAOIRLEACH







______________________________
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