MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING OF DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, DUNDALK TOWN HALL, DUNDALK ON TUESDAY 23rd SEPTEMBER 2008 AT 7.30PM
PRESENT
Chairman, Councillor Seamus Keelan presided.

Councillor M Bellew, Councillor S Byrne, Councillor M Dearey, Councillor I Dooley, Councillor M Grehan, Councillor E O’Boyle, Councillor N Lennon, Councillor K Meenan and Councillor H Todd

Apologies – Councillor Jim D’Arcy, Councillor Jim Ryan

In Attendance

Mr Conn Murray, County Manager

Mr Frank Pentony, Town Clerk

Ms Catherine Duff, Town Engineer

Mr David Storey, Senior Executive Officer

Mr John Lawrence, Administrative Officer

Ms Joan Smith, Administrative Officer

Mr Brian Lynch, Accountant

Ms Sínead Mullen, Senior Executive Planner
Ms Angela Dullaghan, Executive Planner

Mr Gerry Duffy, Senior Planner LCC

Ms J Corrigan, Assistant Planner LCC

Also Present

Mr Keith Simpson and Andrea Lazenby Simpson, Keith Simpson & Associates

The Meeting Commenced with Prayers

________________________________________________________________________

The Chairman welcomed the recent announcement of the creation of 65 highly skilled jobs for Dundalk by Netezza.
245/08
CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES
On the proposition of Councillor M Bellew and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle, the following minutes were adopted:

Minutes of the Combined Planning and Monthly Meeting 26th August 2008
Planning Meeting of 9th September 2008.
________________________________________________________________________

246/08
MATTERS ARISING
Councillor E O’Boyle referred to Minute No 221/08 (Bord Gais) and reported that the matter has been resolved.

Councillor H Todd referred to Minute No 219/08 (Lights Oakland Park) and Minute No 220/08 (Demolition of OPD’s) and reported satisfaction with the outcome in both cases.

Councillor I Dooley referred to Minute No 231/08 (Weight restriction St Alphonsus Road) and queried if the report was available.   The Town Engineer C Duff responded that she had requested a report from her staff and it will be brought to the members when complete.
The members agreed to visit the landfill site on Saturday 11-10-08 at 11 am.
________________________________________________________________________

247/08
HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT
The report was noted.   Councillor K Meenan requested that the front door locking mechanisms on relet houses be looked at with a view to improving security on same.

________________________________________________________________________

248/08
PROGRESS REPORT FOR SEPTEMBER 2008

The report was noted by the members.

________________________________________________________________________

249/08
REGENERATION REPORT – UPDATE

D Storey, Senior Executive Officer give the members a verbal update on progress.
________________________________________________________________________

250/08
DUNDALK ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PLAN UPDATE – PETER MALONE
The Town Clerk, Frank Pentony advised the members that Mr Malone will attend to update the members at the October 2008 meeting.
________________________________________________________________________

251/08
DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY AND URBAN DESIGN FRAMEWORK – PRESENTATION
Ms Andrea Lazenby Simpson give the members a power point presentation on the Framework Strategy document.   A copy of the document will be forwarded to members within the next few weeks.   A general discussion followed with broad agreement that the document has encapsulated the members wishes as expressed in earlier contact with the Consultants.  Ms L Simpson responded to the members queries relating to parking, Castletown River, Town core vibrancy, key character areas, bus station, new developments to compliment existing, Ramparts river.
The members were advised that the document will be put on non-statutory public display inviting comment from interested parties.

252/08
NOMINATIONS FOR BIDS COMPANY (2)

The members agreed to defer until October 2008 meeting.

________________________________________________________________________

253/08
ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT 2008

Ms J Smith, Administrative Officer, Finance, gave the members a power point presentation on the 2007 AFS.   On the proposition of Councillor M Dearey and seconded by Councillor M Grehan the statement was approved by the members.   Queries from the members in relation to depreciation, long-term and short-term debtors, and water connections were addressed by Ms J Smith and Ms C Duff.
________________________________________________________________________

254/08
SECTION 104 RESOLUTION AUTHORISING OVER EXPENDITURE IN 2007

On the proposition of Councillor M Dearey, seconded by Councillor M Grehan the members approved the over expenditure incurred in the year ending 31st December 2007, as outlined by Ms Joan Smith.
    __________________________________________________________________________

255/08
NOTICE OF QUESTION – COUNCILLOR I DOOLEY
“What has been the total number of parking fines issued to cars illegally parked on Market Square, beside the Ulster Bank, since no parking signs were erected there?”

Parking Fines issued at Market Square, Dundalk 

01/05/2008- 31/08/2008

	Month
	Number of tickets issued

	May 2008
	83

	June 2008
	76

	July 2008
	64

	August 2008
	64

	TOTAL
	287


Fines issued ‘Parking in a place prohibited’ as Market Square is designated no parking zone.

Councillor I Dooley welcomed the response.   He requested further detail on fines paid and appealed and queried whether adequate signage was in place at this location.   F Pentony agreed to provide the Councillors with this detail.
________________________________________________________________________

256/08
NOTICE OF QUESTION – COUNCILLOR I DOOLEY
“Has a study and report into traffic calming measures for McSweeney Street/Legion Avenue, as proposed and seconded at the April Monthly Meeting, been carried out and when will it be available?”
 
Traffic counts have been carried out on Legion Avenue and Culhane Street to ascertain driving patterns.   The results can be summarised as follows:-

Culhane Street

Current Speed Limit = 50 Km/h

Percentage exceeding this limit = 0.07%

85% Speed = 37.4 Km/h

Average Speed = 49.0 Km/h

Legion Avenue

Current Speed Limit = 50 Km/h

Percentage exceeding this limit = 12.72

85% Speed = 58.7 Km/h

Average Speed = 49.0 Km/h

The threshold for traffic calming measures is calculated as follows:-

If the 85% speed of the road is greater than the roads speed limit + 20%, then calming is recommended.

Therefore, as speed limit on these roads is 50kph, then 50 + 20% = 60kph, and as the 85% speed for Culhane Street and Legion Avenue is 37.4 kph and 58.7kph respectively (i.e. below the threshold) traffic calming is not required.

Councillor I Dooley acknowledged the report but was unhappy with the findings and asked when the survey was carried out.   C Duff agreed to get back to Councillor I Dooley.

________________________________________________________________________

257/08
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR K MEENAN
“That this Council installs road safety signs at the roundabout on Tom Bellew Avenue at St Joseph’s school and look at the possibility of installing a proper Pedestrian Crossing”
The motion was amended to allow for discussion at Budget meeting when costings for the work will be available.   Councillor N Lennon seconded the amended motion.

258/08
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR M BELLEW


(1)That this council alleviate the ponding in front of the Argus Newspaper in Park Street, Dundalk.

Town Engineer advised that she would forward the request to the Roads Engineer for attention.
(2) That this Council consider erecting 50km speed limit signs with Garda check points/speed cameras included on them at strategic points around Dundalk on a trial basis.

Catherine Duff responded that Pat Stuart will be asked to contact the Gardai in relation to this suggestion.

________________________________________________________________________

259/08
NOTICE OF QUESTION – COUNCILLOR E O’BOYLE – CLARKE’S FORREST
(a) What were the actual or original terms and conditions prescribed by Clarke’s Shoe Company some 20 years ago to the transfer of title/ownership to Dundalk Town Council?
The Council acquired the fee simple of Clarke’s Forest, subject to 8 special conditions in 1984.

(b) How much did Dundalk Town Council pay for this forest or was it given as a free gift by Clarke’s Shoe Company to Dundalk Town Council?
The Council acquired the fee simple for the sum of £120,000 (€152,368.57)

(c) What was the actual total area of this forest when Clarke’s Shoe Company transferred it to Dundalk Town Council and what is the background to its current area?
The area acquired measured c.11.864 acres.   The council swapped 2.537 acres of the Forest to Calderford in 2003 and received 0.90 acres of forest land.   The Council sold 2.05 acres to Deerland Construction Ltd.   The total reduction is 3.687 acres.

(d) What efforts, if any, were made by Dundalk Town Council to properly manage this forest since it came into its charge and what are the current plans to manage it into the future?
The Council carried out some thinning of the Forest in the late 1980’s but apart from that minimal maintenance works were carried out.   It is anticipated that a maintenance agreement will be put in place for the upkeep of the new park.
(e) Has the 1½ acres that was sold to a private developer in or about 2005 yet been rezoned and if not, why not?

No application has been received to rezone this piece of land and this will be considered during the review of the development plan.


 ________________________________________________________________________

260/08
RESOLUTIONS


Noted.

________________________________________________________________________

261/08
CONFERENCES


Noted.
Councillor M Grehan raised an issue regarding contaminated water and agreed at the suggestion of the Chairman to submit a notice of question for the next meeting.

________________________________________________________________________
The Meeting ended with prayers at 9.30 pm
Minutes confirmed at Meeting

Held on __________________ day of ____________________ 2008










_______________________
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