DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, DUNDALK ON TUESDAY 25th NOVEMBER, 2008 AT 7.30PM

PRESENT

Chairman, Councillor Seamus Keelan presided.

Councillor M. Bellew, Councillor S. Byrne, Councillor Jim D’Arcy, Councillor M. Dearey, Councillor I. Dooley. Councillor S. Keelan, Councillor N. Lennon, Councillor K. Meenan, Councillor E. O’Boyle, and Councillor H. Todd.

APOLOGIES

Councillor Jim Ryan and Councillor Mary Grehan.
IN ATTENDANCE

Mr Conn Murray, County Manager,

Mr Frank Pentony, Town Clerk,

Mr Dave Storey, Senior Executive Officer,

Ms Catherine Duff, Town Engineer,

Mr John Lawrence, Administrative Officer,

Mr Jim Byrne, Administrative Officer,

Ms Angela Dullaghan, Executive Planner,
Ms Sinead Mullen, Senior Executive Planner,

______________________________________________________________
The Meeting Commenced with Prayers

302/08
VOTE OF SYMPATHY
On the proposition of Cllr S Keelan and seconded by Cllr K Meenan, and agreed by the members that a Vote of Sympathy be extended to Cllr. I Dooley on the death of his Aunt Jacinta McQuillan.

303/08
VOTE OF CONGRATULATIONS AND CIVIC RECEPTION

On the proposition of Councillor M. Bellew and seconded by Councillor M Dearey the members agreed to extend congratulations to the Dundalk Football Team on their recent winning of the League of Ireland First Division Title. The members also agreed to hold a Civic Reception for the Team.
304/08
ADOPTION OF MINUTES
On the proposition of Councillor Noel Lennon and seconded by Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle the following minutes were adopted.

Environment MPC – 17th June, 2008.
Combined Planning & Monthly Meeting – 28th October, 2008.

Special Meeting – 11th November, 2008.

______________________________________________________________ 

305/08
MATTERS ARISING

Councillor M Dearey referred to Minute No. 279/08 (Louth Age Friendly Initiative) and commented that this was a remarkable conference with great credit due to all involved.

Councillor E O’Boyle referred to Minute No. 271/08 (Clarke’s Forest) and thanked the Town Clerk for the report on same. Town Engineer, Catherine Duff, clarified for Councillor E O’Boyle the position regarding the felling of a number of conifer trees.
Councillor M. Bellew referred to Minute No, 281/08 (IBAL Report) and John Lawrence advised that confirmation has been received from IBAL that urban centres participating are not benchmarked against European cities.
____________________________________________________________

306/08
REGENERATION REPORT 

The report was noted and welcomed by the members.  A general discussion regarding the project followed with some members expressing concern that the regeneration appears to have been long fingered by the Department and was unlikely to be carried out in full.  David Storey, Senior Executive Officer advised the members on actions to date in particular around the preparation of the small works programme.  He responded to a query from Councillor S Byrne that some financial contributions will be likely from the owners of private dwellings in Glenmore and Villas 1 if a Remedial Works Scheme is approved by the Department.
On the proposition of Councillor J D’Arcy and seconded by Councillor S Keelan the members agreed to have the Regeneration Project report tabled every three months. The next report due in February 2009.

On the proposition of Councillor J D’Arcy and seconded by Councillor  E O’Boyle the members agreed to write to Michael Finneran TD, Minister of State at the Department of Environment Heritage and Local Government seeking his approval to a deputation from Dundalk Town Council in early January to discuss the Regeneration Project in Muirhevnamor and Coxes Demesne.
307/08
HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT

The report was noted.

Councillor K Meenan queried the up to date position on central heating installation and David Storey, Senior Executive Officer, responded that the survey is complete and contracts will be awarded before year end.

David Storey, Senior Executive Officer, responding to Councillor J D’Arcy advised that the Blackrock Housing Scheme will be completed in summer 2009.   Catherine Duff, Town Engineer, responding to Councillor H Todd advised that the contract for windows/doors replacement would be awarded shortly.
308/08
PROGRESS REPORT FOR NOVEMBER

The report was noted.   Mr Frank Pentony, Town Clerk responding to Councillor K. Meenan agreed to bring the Rockview Farm report to the January 2009 meeting.
309/08
BUDGET MEETING

On the proposition of Councillor H Todd and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle the members agreed to hold the Budget Meeting on Tuesday 9th December 2008 at 6pm and the combined Planning and Monthly Meeting on Tuesday 16th December, 2008 at 7pm.

310/08
PART VIII PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT ACT 2000


FLUME AT SWIMMING POOL

On the proposition of Councillor E O’Boyle and seconded by Councillor J D’Arcy the members agreed that the development proceed as outlined in the report of 7th November, 2008.
311/08
MATERIAL CONTRAVENTION OF THE DUNDALK 
AND ENVIRONS DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2003-09

CRECHE AT ASHLING PARK, COXES DEMESNE.
The report circulated was noted by the members. On the proposition of Councillor S Byrne and seconded by Councillor M Bellew the members agreed to materially contravene the Development Plan to allow Planning Permission with stated conditions for the development to occur.
312/08
UPDATE ON LEAD

Catherine Duff, Town Engineer gave the members a verbal update on this issue.
313/08
PAY PARKING REVIEW

Frank Pentony, Town Clerk advised the members that the initial review will be focussed on the Ardee Road/Carrickmacross Road Area and the public consultation process will commence shortly.  The members agreed to refer this issue to the Infrastructure MPC.
314/08
DEVELOPMENT OF LANDS AT TOBERONA
The report was noted.  David Storey, Senior Executive Officer, advised that a valuation on the lands was awaited.   Councillor M Bellew requested that Dundalk Town Council meet with Naomh Moninne without delay and also meet with the residents of Oldbridge regarding the access to lands.
315/08
Proposed Extinguishment of Public Right of Way


Alleyway at the rear of 22-32, 33-43, 46-59 Woodview Park.

The report from Marie McGorman, Tenant Liaison Officer was noted. On the proposition of Councillor HTodd and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle the members agreed to extinguish the Right of Way
316/08
Proposed Extinguishment of Public Right of Way


Alleyway to the rear of 54-58 Cooley Park.

The report from Marie McGorman, Tenant Liaison Officer was noted.  On the proposition of Councillor I Dooley and seconded by Councillor M Dearey the members agreed to extinguish the Right of Way.
317/08
Proposed Extinguishment of Public Right of Way


Alleyway at the rear of 22-25, 30 Barton Park.

The report from Marie McGorman, Tenant Liaison Officer was noted.  On the proposition of Councillor HTodd and seconded by Councillor S Byrne the members agreed to extinguish the Right of Way.
318/08
Report on the “Getting a Grip” Conference by Councillor Ian Dooley
The report was noted. On the proposition of Councillor S Byrne and seconded by Councillor M Dearey the members agreed to send a copy of this report to the members of the Drugs Advisory Group.

319/08
Report on Local Authority Financing Conference by 


Councillor Ian Dooley
The report as noted by the members.

320/08
NOTICE OF MOTION –  Councillor K Meenan
“That this Council implements a policy that when carrying out any pre-planned major civil works in Council estates or residential areas, that they inform those who live nearby so they can minimise disruption”.

The motion was seconded by Councillor M Dearey and supported by the members.  It was also agreed by the members following a proposal by Councillor M. Bellew and seconded by Councillor M Dearey that a communication strategy document be prepared by the Infrastructure MPC.
321/08
NOTICE OF MOTION – Councillor S. Keelan
1. That a “no through road” sign or a “cul de sac” sign be erected on the Moorland Road.

The motion was seconded by Councillor I Dooley.  Catherine Duff, Town Engineer, advised that a sign will be erected.
2. That steps be taken to prevent the parking of motor cars etc. on the footpaths opposite Moorland Road houses.   This is causing the footpath to be inaccessible to parents with prams, school children, the elderly etc. going to town from Lios Dubh and other private developments leading to the risk of serious injury by walking onto the public road (photographs will be circulated at monthly Council meeting).
This motion was seconded by Councillor I Dooley.  The members agreed that Dundalk Town Council write to the residents of Moorland Road in advance of the issuing of Parking Violation tickets at this location.
322/08
NOTICE OF MOTION – Councillor J D’Arcy

“That the roads in the oldest private estate in Dundalk i.e. Muirhevna be re-surfaced as a matter of priority”.

This motion was supported by Councillor M Bellew.  Catherine Duff, Town Engineer agreed to arrange for a report to be prepared in relation to same.
323/08
NOTICE OF QUESTION – Councillor S Keelan

“Has the H.S.E advised the Council on the effect of people drinking public water with lead content for the past 30, 40, or 50 years?”

Letter from Dr Peter Finnegan, Specialist in Public Health Medicine HSE was noted by the members.
324/08
NOTICE OF QUESTION – Councillor I Dooley

“What is the total amount of any development levies owed to this Council over the last 5 years and is interest being charged on those outstanding amounts”
The total income from development contributions due to DTC is set out below, together with amounts received and expenditure on capital projects funded either partly or fully from development contributions: 

	
	Opening balance
	Invoices
	Receipts
	Refund
	Waivers
	Closing Balance
	Expenditure

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2004
	               -   
	   5,465,619 
	      764,954 
	        -   
	
	            4,700,665 
	       2,183,853 

	2005
	   4,700,665 
	   5,561,288 
	   3,755,296 
	
	
	        6,506,657 
	       4,174,396 

	2006
	   6,506,657 
	   6,698,551 
	   5,751,865 
	      401 
	 50,916 
	       7,402,828 
	       6,132,748 

	2007
	   7,402,828 
	 10,033,514 
	   5,309,937 
	 20,902 
	        -   
	     12,147,307 
	       3,893,250 

	2008
	 12,147,307 
	   5,174,399 
	   2,849,594 
	        -   
	        -   
	     14,472,112 
	       4,140,997 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	 32,933,371 
	 18,431,646 
	 21,303 
	 50,916 
	
	     20,525,244 


It should be pointed out that of the figure of €14.472 million shown as outstanding:

€7.4 million refers to residential developments in progress, with the contributions payable on completion of the sale of the unit in each case.

€940,000 relates to development where commencement notices have been received, but the entire development has taken place.

€767,000 refers to contributions in dispute.

The type of projects funded during the 5 years includes the following:

Red Barns Road
Park St/Francis Street

Bothar an Iarainn

Bothar na Feirme
Northern sector SLI Phase 1
Sludge Drier

Cavan Hill 

Aisling Community Park

Muirhevnamor District Park

Swimming Pool

Town Hall Theatre

Clarke’s Forest

Market Square

Recycling Centre

Riverside Walks & Cycle paths

St Leonard’s Gardens 

Many of the above will continue to be funded together with Hill Street junction, Dundalk Sports Centre refurbishment, Newry Road Amenity among other projects 

Councillor I Dooley thanked officials for the report and expressed surprise with the amount outstanding. The Town Clerk gave further details regarding the figures.

325/08
CORRESPONDENCE

Dr Peter Finnegan, Specialist in Public Health Medicine HSE  
The correspondence was noted.
326/08
RESOLUTIONS

The resolutions were noted.

327/08
CONFERENCES

The Conferences were noted.
328/08
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS
The members agreed to suspend Standing Orders to allow a discussion on cross border traffic and the detrimental effect this was having on the retail sector in Dundalk.

On the proposal of Councillor M Dearey and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle, that this Council write to Minister for Finance, Brian Lenihan TD, seeking a 6% reduction in the rate of VAT on goods for a period of 3 months in response to the proposed VAT reduction announced recently by the British Chancellor.   The members request for the reduction of the VAT rate is being made to stop an already difficult Christmas season for retailers in Dundalk becoming catastrophic.
On the proposition of Councillor M Deary and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle that this Council write to Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Mary Coughlan TD, requesting the Minister to carry out an investigation into the difference in prices charged between similar or same foodstuffs sold in Northern Ireland and Republic of Ireland by multi-national companies.
The Town Clerk advised of:
a) Re-launch of Muirhevnamor playground on 5th December 2008 at 2pm.

b) Newry Dundalk Joint Committee meeting on 11th December 2008 at 7pm.

c) Request to submit expenses claims and allocations before 5th December, 2008.

______________________________________________________________
The meeting ended with prayers at 9.30pm

______________________________________________________________ 

Minutes confirmed at Meeting

Held on ______________________day of _________________ 2008

                                                                     ______________________

                                                                     CATHAOIRLEACH




                          ______________________
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