DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL, HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, DUNDALK, ON TUESDAY 11th NOVEMBER 2008

PRESENT
Councillor S. Keelan, Cathaoirleach, presided.

ALSO PRESENT

Councillor N. Lennon, Councillor M. Dearey, Councillor M.Grehan, Councillor E. O’Boyle, Councillor I. Dooley, Councillor H. Todd, Councillor S. Byrne and Councillor M. Bellew.
APOLOGIES
Councillor J. D’arcy, Councillor J. Ryan and Councillor K. Meenan.
IN ATTENDANCE
Ms. A. Dullaghan, Executive Planner

Mr. D. Storey, S.E.O.

Mr. J. Byrne, A.O.
______________________________________________________________

The meeting commenced with prayers

______________________________________________________________

292/08
 GOOD WISHES.
On the proposition of the Chair, Councillor S. Keelan, seconded by Councillor E. O’Boyle it was decided to extend the best wishes of the Members to Councillor J. Ryan for a speedy recovery following recent surgery.

293/08
BIDS COMPANY – Nominations.

On the proposition of Councillor M. Dearey, seconded by Councillor M. Bellew, Councillor J. D’arcy was nominated as a member of the Bids Company.

On the proposition of Councillor H. Todd, seconded by Councillor M. Bellew, Councillor I. Dooley was nominated as a member of the Bids Company.
There being no other nominations it was agreed that both Councillors J. D’arcy and I. Dooley would be the Council’s nominees to the Bids Company.
294/08
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR K.MEENAN.
In the absence of Councillor K. Meenan it was agreed to defer this matter to the November Monthly Meeting of the Council

295/08
PLANNING AND RELATED MATTERS

At the outset, following a question by Councillor M. Bellew, Mr. J. Byrne Administrative Officer, advised the Members that henceforth planning files would only be presented to the Council once and that files would not be brought back to subsequent meetings.   He also advised against the Council meeting in formal session with developers on live planning applications. Mr. D. Storey set out the rationale for this and outlined to the Members how this matter could be resolved by use of committee meetings.
All of the Members present criticised the manner in which they had been informed of this decision. They noted that such a decision had to be made for some time and felt that the Manager owed them the courtesy of advising them prior to the meeting. The Members went on to express their deep dissatisfaction with the decision and felt that it was offensive to office of the Chairperson and the Council collectively. 

Councillor M. Grehan questioned the motive behind this decision and alleged that the Officials were seeking to hide something and that she would not accept the decision and would invite the public to attend further meetings of the Council.  Mr. J. Byrne advised the Council that he felt these remarks to be insulting to the Executive of the Council and that the entire planning process was open to all. A number of the Members present disassociated themselves from Councillor Grehan’s remarks and the Chairperson called on her to withdraw same.

On the proposition of the Chair, Councillor S. Keelan, seconded by Councillor E. O’Boyle, it was agreed that the members would seek to meet the County Manager ahead of the Monthly meeting in this regard. On the proposition of Councillor M. Bellew, seconded by Councillor M. Grehan it was further agreed that the Council establish a Corporate Policy Committee consisting of the Chairperson of the Council, Chairs of the MPCs, and the heads of sections.
08/202       It was noted that this application was invalid and returned to the applicant.
	08/203

	Na Piarsaigh C.P.G.
	Ground floor extension to existing dressing rooms, elevational changes and ancillary site works, fencing, all weather pitch, lighting at Na Piarsaigh pitch, Rock Road, Dundalk



On the proposition of Councillor N. Lennon, seconded by Councillor M. Dearey it was agreed to recommend that the County Manager grant permission in this case.
______________________________________________________________

	08/204
	McParland Bros. (Irl) Ltd.
	House and associated site works at Brookwood Lawns
RedBarns Road

Dundalk, 
Co Louth.


There was no recommendation in this case.
______________________________________________________________

	08/205
	Kevin and Sinead Gordon
	Demolition and replacement of 2-storey dwelling and associated site work at
Carrick Road,

Dundalk


There was no recommendation in this case.
______________________________________________________________

	08/206
	Frank and Mary Fitzgerald
	2 storey extension to rear and new bay window to front of dwelling at
55 Pearse Park, 

Dundalk.


There was no recommendation in this case.
______________________________________________________________

	08/207
	Thomas Ward
	 Retention of single storey extension to rear of
29 Mary Street North
Dundalk.


There was no recommendation in this case.
______________________________________________________________

	08/208
	Four Star Pizza, Irl. Ltd.
	Change of use from retail to Pizza bakery for consumption of hot food on and off the premises and new signage at, 
58 Dublin Street,

Dundalk.


The Members expressed concern at the residential character on this area and the disruption late night trading would cause. There was no recommendation in this case.
	08/209
	Paul Beggs
	2 storey extension to rear and new bay window to front of dwelling at

18 Lennon Melia Terrace 
Dundalk.


There was no recommendation in this case.
______________________________________________________________

08/210. It was noted that this application was invalid and returned to the applicant.
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​
The Chairperson advised the Meeting that Planning Application ref: 08/126 had been appealed to An Bord Pleanala. This involved the removal of a souterrain from another site that was being developed and its reconstruction within the College grounds. Ms Angela Dullaghan advised the members that as far as she knew this element of the application was not under appeal.

THE MEETING CONCLUDED WITH PRAYERS

Minutes confirmed at Meeting

held on _____ day November 2008  

_______________________

Cathaoirleach

_______________________  

Cleireach an Bhaile
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