DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE  MONTHLY MEETING OF DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, DUNDALK TOWN HALL, DUNDALK ON TUESDAY 26th February 2008 AT 7.30PM.
PRESENT

Chairman, Councillor Jim D’Arcy presided.
Councillor M. Bellew, Councillor S. Byrne, Councillor M. Dearey, Councillor I. Dooley, Councillor M. Grehan. Councillor S. Keelan, Councillor N. Lennon, Councillor K. Meenan, Councillor J. Ryan and Councillor H. Todd.
APOLOGIES
Councillor E O’Boyle
IN ATTENDANCE

Mr. Conn Murray, County Manager

Mr Frank Pentony, Town Clerk

Ms. Catherine Duff, Town Engineer 
Mr Jim Byrne, Administrative Officer
Mr John Lawrence, Administrative Officer
The Meeting Commenced with Prayers

041/08
VOTE OF SYMPATHY




It was proposed by Councillor Jim D’Arcy and seconded by Councillor Seamus Keelan, and agreed that a Vote of Sympathy be extended to Catherine Vaughan, Housing Section Louth County Council on the Dead of her mother Winifred Vaughan.


_____________________________________________________________________

042/08
VOTE OF CONGRATULATIONS




It was proposed by Councillor Jim D’Arcy and seconded by Councillor Seamus Keelan, and agreed that a Vote of Congratulations be extended to Councillor Mark Deerey and his wife on the birth of their daughter.


_____________________________________________________________________

043/08
ADOPTION OF MINUTES

On the proposition of Councillor Noel Lennon and seconded by 
Councillor Seamus Keelan, the following minutes were adopted.
Planning Monthly Meeting of 8 January 2008 





Monthly Meeting of 22 January 2008

_____________________________________________________________________

044/08
MATTERS ARISING


Cllr Martin Bellew referred to Minute No 014/08 regarding costs associated with the construction of a wall at Lower Avenue Road, Dundalk.  John Lawrence responded that a 57m in length and 1.2m in height stone wall would cost approx. €24,000.  Cllr Martin Bellew further queried whether the wall was to be built, John Lawrence replied that there were no engineering safety reasons for same and that traffic will be diverted further away from the property when the full road improvements are completed.

Cllr Martin Bellew highlighted his omission from the recorded list of members who contributed to the discussion in minutes numbered 025/08 and 020/08.

Cllr Seamus Keelan queried whether oil separator’s had been provided in the drainage element of the Red Barns Road.  Catherine Duff undertook to find out the position.


Cllr Martin Bellew and Cllr Kevin Meenan referred to the new traffic lights sequencing at the Crowne Plaza and their requirement to be synchronised with the PJ Carrolls Junction.

______________________________________________________________

045/08
HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT

Cllr Kevin Meenan sought a report on maintenance works outstanding and timeframes for window replacement.

Catherine Duff responded that 1700 complaints were dealt with in 2007 and a report will be presented to the members on window/door replacement shortly.


Cllr Harry Todd sought clarification on delay’s for door repairs.  Catherine Duff responded that only essential repairs were being undertaken due to budgetary constraints.


Cllr Seamus Keelan requested that the grass verges in Lios Dubh be cemented over.  Catherine Duff responded that the Housing Engineer would investigate.

Cllr Noel Lennon queried the basis for calculation of the urgent housing needs statistic’s.  Jim Byrne outlined the basis for the calculation.

Cllr Jim Ryan noted that the re - let figures were down and sought information from the Town Engineer regarding the poor condition of a stretch of roadway at Castletown Cottages.  Catherine Duff undertook to report on same at next meeting.


Cllr Ian Dooley queried when the opening of the Community Centre at Lios Dubh would occur and sought replacement of the removed fence.  Catherine Duff will report on both matters at the next meeting.


046/08
ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR OFFICER REPORT

The report of Peter Gaffey Anti-social Behaviour Officer was noted.  A table of reports omitted from the Agenda was circulated.  A general discussion followed with contributions from Cllr Kevin Meenan, Cllr Mark Dearey, Cllr M Grehan, Cllr Seamus Byrne, Cllr Jim Ryan, Cllr H Todd, Cllr Seamus Keelan and Cllr Noel Lennon.  Frank Pentony Town Clerk requested that the members send questions to him for forwarding to Supt Sheridan who has been invited to attend the March Meeting.
______________________________________________________________

047/08
SELF HELP SCHEME 2008
The report was noted by the members.

The members were informed by Jim Byrne that Central Heating provision was not included, a budget of 25k was available and only rent compliant tenants could benefit.
______________________________________________________________

048/08
REGENERATION PROJECT
A report on the Ministerial meeting was presented to the members.  Cllr Seamus Byrne reported verbally on behalf of attending members.  
Mr Batt O’Keeffe TD, Minister of State for Housing with responsibility for Regeneration has committed to come to Dundalk.  This has been welcomed by the members and officials.
______________________________________________________________

049/08
Progress report
The report was noted.

______________________________________________________________

050/08
MANAGER’S REPORT – PROPOSED VARIATION OF DUNDALK AND ENVIRONS DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2003-2009 TO INCORPORATE THE PROVISIONS OF THE MULLAHARLIN FRAMEWORK PLAN
On the proposal of Cllr Jim Ryan and Seconded by Cllr Seamus Keelan the members agreed to the Variations of the Dundalk and Environs Development Plan 2003-2009 to Incorporate The Provisions Of The Mullaharlin Framework Plan.
______________________________________________________________

051/08
Section 183 – Local Government Act 2001
Disposal of 1.055ha (2.6 Acres) of land by way of lease at Muirhevnamór district Park to Muirhevnamór Football Club.

On the proposal of Cllr Kevin Meenan and seconded by Cllr Ian Dooley it was agreed by the members to the Disposal as outlined.



___________________________________________________

052/08
PROPOSED SUPPLEMENTARY DEVELOPMENT CONTRIBUTION SCHEME.
On the proposal of Cllr Seamus Keelan and seconded by Cllr Mark Dearey it was agreed by the members to go to public consultation on the above proposed scheme.
053/08
REVIEW OF DUNDALK AND ENVIRONS DEVELOPMENT PLAN.
This reminder was noted by the members.



___________________________________________________________

054/08
PRESENTATION FROM PAUL CLINTON AND & MICHAEL SMITH REGARDING THEIR PROPOSALS FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE BIG BRIDGE SITE IN DUNDALK.

The members agreed to defer this item.
___________________________________________________________


055/08            REVIEW OF PAY PARKING



The members agreed to defer this item until the March Meeting.
______________________________________________________________

056/08
Electoral Boundary Committee
The report was noted by the members.   
It was agreed by the members that Dundalk Town Council write to the County Registrar detailing the need for a 2nd Polling Station in Lennon & Melia Terrace.

057/08
ETHICS FRAMEWORK FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT – LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 2001
This was noted
______________________________________________________________

058/08
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR MARK DEERY
That this Council approve the use of the Town Hall for the conduct of Civil Marriage Ceremonies.

And that this Council asks the Town Clerk to write to the Registrar of  the Civil Marriage Registration Office for Dundalk,  seeking his approval  of  the Town Hall for the conduct of Civil Marriage ceremonies  having regard to the guidelines published on November 7th 2007 by the Minister for Health and Children. 
On the proposal of Cllr Mark Dearey and seconded by Cllr Kevin Meenan it 
was agreed by the members that the Council further explore this possibility.
059/08
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR SEAMUS BYRNE





“Given Dundalk’s status as the Premier Town in the Northeast and a Designated Gateway with aspirations towards eventual city status that this Council review the facilities available to its Chairperson to establish if he/she has the necessary supports to carry out his/her civic functions in a manner compatible with the town’s enhanced status. 
On the proposal of Cllr Seamus Byrne, The motion was seconded by 
Cllr Mark Dearey.  The members agreed that a meeting of the four group 
leaders of the Council be convened to progress this matter.
060/08
NOTICES OF QUESTION - COUNCILLOR MARY GREHAN
(a) Who picked the independent team, who decided on the design for 
the town centre?
Answer: The independent team was selected by the County Manager.

(b) Name these members of this team and their qualifications?
Answer: Mr Donal O’Donoghue, former Galway County Manager

 Mr Jim Barrett, Dublin City Architect

 Mr Jim Baneham, Company Secretary, National Building Agency

Mr James Buckley, MD, Intergris Financial Management Services Ltd
(c) How many times did they visit Dundalk and the town square, prior to choosing the design?
Answer: The panel visited the town on three occasions and also met in Dublin.
(d) Is this design similar to the design for the Market Square, rejected 
by the Town Council in 2003?

Answer: The design rejected in 2003 was for a rebuilt Market House.  The 

selected bidders design is a modern building.

The response was noted.
061/08
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR IAN DOOLEY






“This Council carry out works at Market Square, similar to recent works at 
Earl Street, as to prevent traffic illegally parking.  If traffic is to be continually 
permitted to park there, a number of parking bays be identified to facilitate 
holders of Disabled parking permits only.”

An existing public right-of-way serving parking at the rear of the Ulster Bank premises must be maintained.   However, a review of illegal parking arrangements in the area is taking place. 

The response was noted.
 

062/08
RESOLUTIONS

Noted
______________________________________________________________

063/08
CONFERENCES

This item was noted.

______________________________________________________________

064/08
CORRESPONDENCE 

This item was noted.

The Meeting ended with prayers at 10.00pm

______________________________________________________________
Minutes confirmed at Meeting

Held on _______________ day of ________________________2008
                                                                                           _____________________

                                                                                               CATHAOIRLEACH

                                                                                            ________________________
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