DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, DUNDALK TOWN HALL, DUNDALK ON TUESDAY 24th JUNE, 2008 AT 7.30pm
PRESENT

Chairman, Councillor Seamus Keelan presided.

Councillor S Byrne, Councillor M. Dearey, Councillor I. Dooley,

Councillor M.Grehan, Councillor S. Keelan, Councillor H. Todd, 
Councillor M. Bellew, Councillor  J D’arcy, Councillor E. O’Boyle, 

Councillor J. Ryan

IN ATTENDANCE

Mr Conn Murray, County Manager,

Ms. Catherine Duff, Acting Town Clerk

Mr Dave Storey, Senior Executive Officer,

Mr Jim Byrne, Administrative Officer,
Ms Elaine Daly, Staff Officer

168/08
ADOPTION OF MINUTES
Cllr. Martin Bellew referred to the Minutes of the Planning Meeting of 10th June 2008 and noted that his comments in relation to the infill in housing developments were not recorded and he asked that same be amended.  This was agreed by Catherine Duff.

On the proposition of Councillor Jim Ryan and seconded by Councillor Mary Grehan the following minutes were adopted.
Infrastructure MPC – 26 February 2008

Planning & Development MPC – 11th March 2008
Council Monthly Meeting – 27th May 2008

Planning Monthly Meeting 10th June 2008
______________________________________________________________ 

169/08
MATTERS ARISING

Cllr. Jim Ryan queried the up to date position in relation to Hill Street Bridge.  David Storey confirmed that a Valuator had been appointed and he was awaiting an up to date report with a view to implementing the CPO procedure if negotiations are unsuccessful.  
Cllr. Seamus Byrne referred to correspondence from Canice O’Mahony which the Town Clerk had circulated to the members at the previous Planning Meeting and it was proposed by Cllr. Seamus Byrne and seconded by Cllr. Seamus Keelan that a letter of thanks, on behalf of the elected members, is forwarded to Canice O’Mahoney.

____________________________________________________________

170/08
HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT

The report was noted by the members.

Cllr. Martin Bellew referred to the self-help grants and he queried whether all applications had been adjudicated.  Catherine Duff confirmed that correspondence had been forwarded to all successful applicants.
171/08
WINDOWS AND DOORS REPLACEMENT PROGRAMME 
The report was noted by the members.
Cllr. Ian Dooley queried whether the scheme related to all windows and doors.  Catherine Duff confirmed that the scheme related to all windows and external doors.

______________________________________________________________ 

172/08
REGENERATION REPORT
The report was noted by the members.
Cllr. Ian Dooley queried whether Councillors would be able to view the ‘quick win’ list and whether the formation of a Regeneration Agency would slow down the process.  Dave Storey confirmed that the Councillors would be able to see the ‘quick win’ list in advance of commencement of works and he asked the Councillors to contact him directly if they had any projects they wished to be included in the scheme.  Dave also confirmed that the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government had asked the officials to prepare a fully inclusive urban vision.
Cllr. Martin Bellew asked that the Councillors see the brief and the vision document before it is submitted to the Department.  It was proposed by Cllr. Martin Bellew and seconded by Cllr. Mark Dearey that the brief is circulated to all members.

A further discussion ensued with contributions from Cllr. Eamon O’Boyle, Cllr. Mark Dearey and Cllr. Harry Todd.

Manager Conn Murray confirmed to the members that the staff are doing everything they can to further the projects. ______________________________________________________________ 

173/08
PROGRESS REPORT FOR JUNE
The report was noted by the members.
Cllr. Martin Bellew stated the items should be better publicised and there should be more time at the meetings to discuss same. 
Catherine Duff confirmed that she would report back to the members in relation to the Mount Avenue Master Plan after the non-statutory public consultation phase.
______________________________________________________________ 

174/08
EXTINGUISHMENT OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY BETWEEN 26 ST. RONAN’S TERRACE AND 36 BARTON PARK
Catherine Duff confirmed that the local authority had engaged in successful discussions with two local residents and a caretaker’s agreement will be put in place.  Following a query from Cllr. Martin Bellew, Catherine also confirmed that the area was to be fenced off and topsoiled.
On the proposal of Cllr. Jim Ryan and seconded by Cllr. Jim D’Arcy it was agreed to extinguish the public right of way between 26 St. Ronan’s Terrace and 36 Barton Park.

______________________________________________________________ 

175/08
GATEWAY UPDATE REPORT
Dave Storey confirmed that he had not received any notification from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government in relation to Dundalk’s Gateway Bid.  Following a query from Cllr. Eamon O’Boyle he further confirmed that none of the other Gateway towns have received any information in relation to their gateway bids.  

Catherine Duff confirmed that some of the Gateway Projects were ongoing and on the proposal of Cllr. Seamus Keelan and seconded by Cllr. Mark Dearey it was agreed to forward a draft of the South West Sector Surface Water report to the elected members.

______________________________________________________________ 

176/08
NATIONAL SPRING CLEAN REPORT & TIDY TOWNS 

UPDATE
Elaine Daly circulated a report on Dundalk Town Council’s National Spring Clean activities to the members.  She also agreed to circulate a copy of Dundalk Tidy Towns 5-year Strategic Action Plan to the members.

______________________________________________________________ 

177/08
GREEN PAPER ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT – STRONGER LOCAL GOVERNMENT – OPTIONS FOR CHANGE
On the proposal of Cllr. Mark Dearey and seconded by Cllr. Ian Dooley it was agreed to defer this matter to the July monthly meeting.

______________________________________________________________ 

178/08
PRESENTATION BY ORIEL 2012 CO-ORDINATOR
Mr. Paul McCormack of Newry & Mourne Enterprise Agency gave a presentation to the members in relation to Oriel 2012.

The members commended and thanked Paul for his presentation.

______________________________________________________________ 

179/08
ELECTRICAL TRANSPORT - 2020 VISION PROPOSAL
The report was noted by the members.
______________________________________________________________ 

180/08
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR KEVIN MEENAN
“As an associate member of nuclear Free Local Authorities Organisation (NFLAO), this council reiterates our opposition to the Nuclear Industry and also to the goals of the Euratom Treaty which promotes the industry and offers special funding as well as facilitates the supply of nuclear fuels.”

On the proposal of Cllr. Ian Dooley and seconded by Cllr. Mary Grehan it was agreed to defer this matter to the July monthly meeting.

______________________________________________________________ 

181/08
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR SEAMUS KEELAN
“That this Council be given an explanation as to why number 45 Lios Dubh, allocated to a Special Needs applicant, in January 2008 is still not ready for someone with independent living needs”

On the proposal of Cllr. Eamon O’Boyle and seconded by Cllr. Jim D’Arcy it was agreed to defer this matter to the July monthly meeting.

182/08
NOTICE OF QUESTION – COUNCILLOR MARK DEAREY
“Can the Engineers office report on the findings of the site visit to Coxes Farm at Lisnawilly to establish whether or not the alignment of the proposed road crosses a large Souterraine and if it does, what the realignment will be.

Cllr. Mark Dearey stated that the response does not address the question.  Catherine Duff confirmed that the archaeologist had prepared a report which would be made available to Cllr. Dearey.  Following a query from Cllr. Mark Dearey Catherine Duff further confirmed that a Part 8 planning process had been undertaken.
______________________________________________________________ 

183/08
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR MARK DEAREY
That the Council provide a pedestrian Crossing at the entrance to St Vincents Secondary School on Seatown Place as an interim measure until the full reworking of the street and traffic flows as provided for in the Transportation study are carried out.

Cllr. Mark Dearey confirmed that he was delighted with the response and Cllrs. Ian Dooley, Seamus Keelan and Jim D’Arcy welcomed the response.

Dave Storey confirmed that €30,000 per electoral ward had been made available for specific projects and that the members should forward any suggestions they may have to him within the next month.

Martin Bellew queried the up to date position in relation to the Transportation Study.  Catherine Duff confirmed that phase 1 was very limited and a number of core issues had been deferred pending agreement with the business community.  On the proposal of Cllr. Martin Bellew and seconded by Cllr. Eamon O’Boyle it was agreed that the Town Engineer would prepare a report for the members for the September monthly meeting.

______________________________________________________________ 

184/08
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR SEAMUS KEELAN
“That this Council refuse any application to hold Road Races North of the Castletown River this Year”

Cllr Keelan outlined a number of problems that occurred during the Road Race last year, which included access for residents to their homes and traffic congestion. A number of members expressed a concern that perhaps the motion should be deferred until an application had been received.  This was agreed by the members.

______________________________________________________________ 

185/08
NOTICE OF QUESTION – COUNCILLOR SEAMUS KEELAN
1. When will Roadmarkings reinstatement programme commence?

2. When will footpath reinstatement between Racecourse Road corner and the Graveyard Hill commence?

3. When will water hydrants and road repairs commence on the Moorland Road?

On the proposal of Cllr. Seamus Keelan it was agreed to defer this matter to the July monthly meeting.

______________________________________________________________ 

186/2008
RESOLUTIONS
On the proposal of Cllr. Mark Dearey and seconded by Cllr. Ian Dooley it was agreed to support Ardee Town Council’s Resolution as follows:

“That the Council support Minister Gormley’s proposed Green Paper on Town Council Changes and that there be more devolution of powers from County Councils to Town Councils and proper budgetary arrangements be put in place to accommodate this.”
Other resolutions were noted by the members.

______________________________________________________________ 

187/2008
CONFERENCES
This item was noted by the members.

______________________________________________________________ 

188/08
CORRESPONDENCE
As some members stated that they had not received the correspondence from the Health Service Executive, Cllr. Seamus Keelan read out the letter to the members.

Cllr. Ian Dooley, Cllr. Mary Grehan and Cllr. Ian Dooley re-iterated their complete opposition to the down-grading of any services of Louth County Hospital. 

______________________________________________________________ 

Cllr. Seamus Keelan confirmed as agreed, that the balance of the agenda of the monthly meeting of 27th May 2008 would be dealt with.

189/08
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR HARRY TODD
“That, in the interest of road safety and the safety of residents, council engineers carry out a survey in Fatima Court and Fatima Drive, with a view to providing additional parking bays where necessary and that a report on the matter is brought to this council for attention”

Catherine Duff stated that to her recollection the residents did not wish parking facilities to be provided.

Cllr. Harry Todd agreed to speak to the residents of the area to get the residents opinion and to revert back to the Town Engineer.

______________________________________________________________ 

190/08
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR HARRY TODD
That this council contact Bus Eireann and Adshel and any other relative parties insisting Bus Shelters be provided in the Fatima/Toberona area and that the council do all in its’ power to ensure that this happens as speedily as possible”.

The motion was proposed by Cllr. Harry Todd and seconded by Cllr. Ian Dooley and it was agreed that the officials would write to Bus Eireann to ask them to provide a Bus Shelter in the Fatima/Toberona area.
______________________________________________________________ 

Cllr. Seamus Keelan advised the members that he had agreed that Cllr. Jim Ryan could raise an issue in the Council Chamber.

Cllr. Jim Ryan advised the members of his disappointment at the Argus’ recent coverage of the rejuvenation of the Market Square which he felt was biased and negative.  A discussion ensued with contributions from Cllr. Mary Grehan, Cllr. Jim D’Arcy, Cllr. Eamon O’Boyle and Cllr. Mark Dearey.

______________________________________________________________
The meeting concluded with prayers at 9.30pm
Minutes confirmed at Meeting

Held on _______________ day of ________________________2008

                                                                        _____________________

                                                                                               CATHAOIRLEACH

                                                                                            ________________________
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